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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Since  the  firft  publication  of  the  theory 

OF     MORAL     SENTIMENTS,     which     was    fo 

long  ago  as  the  beginning  of  the  year  1759, 
feveral   corredtions,  and   a  good  many  illuf- 
trations  of  the  dodtrines  contained  in  it,  have 
occurred  to  me.     But  the  various  occupations 
in  which   the  different  accidents   of  n^y   life 
neceffarily  involved   me,  have  till  now  pre- 
vented me  from  revifing  this  work  with  the 
care  and  intention  which  I  always  intended. 
The  reader  will  find  the  principal  alterations 
which  I  have  made   in  this  New  Edition,  in 
the  laft  chapter  of  the  third  Section  of  Part 
Firft  ;  and  in  the  four  firft  Chapters   of  Part 
Third.     Part  Sixth,  as  it  ftands  in  this  New 
Edition,  is  altogether  new.     In  Part  Seventh, 
I  have  brought  together  the  greater  part   of 
the  different  paffages   concerning  the  Stoical 
Philofophy,  which,   in   the   former  Editions, 
had  been  fcattered  about  in  different  parrs  of 
the  work.      I   have   likewile  endeavoured   to 
explain  more  fully,   and  examine   more  dif- 

A  3  lindly, 
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tln£lly,  fome  of  the  dodlrines  of  that  famous 
kO:.  In  the  fourth  and  laft  Sedlion  of  the 
fame  Part,  I  have  thrown  together  a  few  ad- 
ditional obfervations  concerning  the  duty  and 
principle  of  veracity.  There  are,  befides, 
in  other  parts  of  the  work,  a  few  other  alter- 
ations and  corredions  of  no  great  moment. 

In  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  Firft  Edition 
of  the  prefent  work,  I  fald  that  I  fhould  in 
another  difcourfe  endeavour  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  general  principles  of  law  and 
government,  and  of  the  different  revolutions 
which  they  had  undergone  in  the  different 
ages  and  periods  of  fociety  ;  not  only  in  what 
concerns  juftice,  but  in  what  concerns  police, 
revenue,  and  arms,  and  w^hatever  elfe  is  the 
obje«£l  of  law.  In  the  Enquiry  concertihig  the 
Nature  and  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations^ 
I  have  partly  executed  this  promife  ;  at  leaft 
fo  far  as  concerns  police,  revenue,  and  arms. 
What  remains,  the  theory  of  jurifprudence, 
which  I  have  long  projedied,  I  have  hitherto 
been  hindered  from  executing,  by  the  fame 
occupations  which  had  till  now  prevented 
me  from  revifing  the  prefent  work.  Though 
my  very  advanced  age  leaves  me,  I  acknow- 
ledge. 


[      vll      ] 

ledge,  very  little  cxpedation  of  ever  being 
able  to  execute  this  great  work  to  my  own 
Hitisfadion ;  yet,  as  I  have  not  altogether 
abandoned  the  iicCign,  and  as  I  wiOi  dill  to 
continue  under  the  obligation  of  doing  what 
I  can,  I  have  allowed  the  paragraph  to  remain 
as  it  was  publifhcd  more  than  thirty  years 
ago,  when  I  entertained   no  doubt  of  bcinir 

o 

able  to  execute  every  thing  which  it  an- 
nounced. 
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PART     I. 
Of  the  Propriety  of  Action. 

Confiding  of  Three  SeOions. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N    I. 

Of  the  Sense  of  Propriety. 

CHAP.   I. 
Of  Sympath  Y. 

How  felfiOi  foever  man  may  be  fuppofed, 
tliere  are  evidently  fome  principles  in 
his  nature,  which  intereft  him  in  the  fortune 
of  others,  and  render  their  happinefs  necef- 
fary  to  him,  though  he  derives  nothing  from 
It  except  the  pleafure  of  feeing  it.  Of  this 
kind  is  pity  or  compafiTion,  the  emotion 
VOL.  I.  B  which 
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which  vvc  feel  for  the  mifery  of  others, 
when  we  either  fee  it,  or  are  made  to  con- 
ceive it  in  a  very  lively  manner.  That  we 
often  derive  forrow  from  the  forrow  of 
others,  is  a  matter  of  fa£l  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire any  inftances  to  prove  it ;  for  this  fen- 
timent,  like  all  the  other  original  paflions  of 
human  nature,  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  virtuous  and  humane,  though  they  per- 
haps may  feel  it  with  the  mod  exquifite  fen- 
fibility.  The  greatefl  ruffian,  the  moft  hard- 
ened violator  of  the  laws  of  fociety,  is  not 
altogether  without  it. 

As  we  have  no  immediate  experience  of 
what  other  men  feel,  we  can  form  no  idea 
ot  the  manner  in   which  they  are  afte£led, 
but  by  conceiving  what  we  ourfelves  fhould 
feel  in  the  like  fituation.     Though  our  bro- 
ther is  upon  the  rack,  as  long  as  we  ourfelves 
are  at  our  eaic,  our  fenfes  will  never  inform 
us  of  what  he  fuffers.      They  never  did,  and 
rjeyer  can,  carry  us  beyond  our  own  perfon, 
and  it  is  by  the  imagination  only  that  we  can 
form  any  conception  of  what  are  his  fenfa- 
tions.      Neither  can  that  faculty  help  us  to 
this  any  other  way,  than  by  reprefenting  to 
us  what  would  be  our  ov/n,  if  we  were  in 
his  cafe.     It  is  the  im.prellions  of  our  own 
i'enfcs  only,  not  thole  of  his,  which  our  ima- 
ginations 
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glnatlons  copy.  By  the  imagination  Tve 
place  ourfelves  in  his  iituation,  wc  conceive 
ourrelves  enduring  all  the  Tanae  torments,  we 
enter  as  it  were  into  his  body,  and  become  ia 
fome  meafiire  the  Tame  perfon  with  him,  and 
thence  form  fome  idea  ol:'  his  fcniations,  and 
even  teel  lomethinii;  vvhich,  though  weakec 
in  degree,  is  not  altogether  unlike  them.  His 
agonies,  when  they  are  thus  brought  home 
to  ourfelves,  when  we  have  thus  adopted  and 
made  them  our  own,  begin  at  laft  to  afFe£t  us, 
and  we  then  tremble  and  (hudder  at  the 
thought  of  what  he  feels.  For  as  to  be  in 
pain  or  dirtrefs  of  any  kind  excites  the  moll 
exce/Tive  lorrovv,  fo  to  conceive  or  to  ima- 
gine that  we  are  in  it,  excites  fome  degree 
of  the  fame  emotion,  in  proportion  to  the 
vivacity  or  dulnefs  of  the  conception. 

That  this  is  the  fource  of  our  fellow  feel- 
ing for  the  mifcry  of  others,  that  it  is  by- 
changing  places  in  fancy  with  the  fufferer, 
that  we  come  either  to  conceive  or  to  be  af- 
feded  by  what  he  feels,  may  be  demonflratcd 
by  many  obvious  obfervatlons,  if  it  Ihould 
not  be  thought  fuliicientiy  evident  of  itfelf. 
When  we  fee  a  ftroke  aimed  and  juft  ready- 
to  fall  upon  the  leg  or  arm  of  another  per- 
fon, we  naturally  Ihrink  and  draw  back  our 
own  leg  or  our  own  arm ;  and  when  it  does 
B  2  fall, 
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fall,  we  feel  it  in  fome  meafure,  and  are  hurt 
by  it  as  well  as  the  fufferer.  The  mob,  when 
they  are  gazing  at  a  dancer  on  the  flack  rope, 
naturally  writhe  and  twift  and  balance  their 
own  bodies,  as  they  fee  him  do,  and  as  they 
feel  that  they  themfelves  muft  do  if  in  his 
fituation.  Perfons  of  delicate  fibres,  and  a 
weak  conftitution  of  body,  complain,  that  in 
looking  on  the  fores  and  ulcers  which  are  ex- 
pofed  by  beggars  in  the  ftreets,  they  are  apt 
to  feel  an  itching  or  uneafy  fenfation  in  the 
correfpondent  part  of  their  own  bodies.  The' 
horror  which  they  concieive  at  the  mifery  of 
thofe  wretches  affedts  that  particular  part  in 
themfelves  more  than  any  other ;  becaufe 
that  horror  arifes  from  conceiving  what  they 
themfelves  would  fuffer,  if  they  really  were 
the  wretches  wdiom  they  are  looking  upon, 
and  if  that  particular  part  in  themfelves  was 
actually  affeded  in  the  fame  miferable  man- 
ner; The  very  force  of  this  conception  is 
fufficient,  in  their  feeble  frames,  to  produce 
that  itching  or  uneafy  fenfation  complained 
of.  Men  of  the  moft  robuft  make  obferve, 
that  rn  looking  upon  fore  eyes  they  often  feel 
a.  very  fenfible  forenefs  in  their  own,  which 
proceeds  from 'the  fame  reafon ;  that  organ 
being  in  the  flrongeft  man  more  delicate  than 
any  other  part  of  the  body  is  in  the  weakeft. 
jibt  ■    ■■''  Neither 
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Neither  is  it  thofe  circumftancos  only, 
which  create  pain  or  lorrow,  that  c.ill  tbrtk 
our  fellovv-feeHng.  Whatever  is  the  paflion- 
which  arifes  from  any  objcifl  in  the  perlon 
principally  concerned,  an  analogous  emotion 
fprings  up,  at  the  thought-of  his  fituation,  in 
the  breaft  of  every  attentive  fpedator.  Our 
joy  for  the  deliverance  of  thofe  heroes  of  tra- 
gedy or  romance  who  intereft  us,  is  as  fmcere 
as  our  grief  for  their  diftrefs,  and  our  fellow- 
feeling  with  their  mifcry  is  not  more  real 
than  that  with  their  happinefs.  We  enter 
into  their  gratitude  towards  thofe  faithful 
friends  who  did  not  defert  them  in  their  diffi* 
culties  ;  and  we  heartily  go  along  with  their 
refentment  againft  thofe  perfidious  traitors 
who  injured,  abandoned,  or  deceived  them. 
In  every  paflion  of  which  the  mind  of  man  is 
fufceptible,  the  emotions  of  the  by-dander 
always  correfpond  to  what,  by  bringing  the 
cafe  home  to  himlclf,  he  imagines  fhould  be 
the  fentiments  of  the  fufferer.  .'  r 

Pity  and  compaflion  are  words  appropriated 
to  fignify  our  fellovr-feeling  with  the  forrow 
of  others.  Sympathy,  though  it5  meaning 
was,  perhaps,  originally  the  fame,  may  now, 
however,  without  much  impropriety,  be 
made  ufe  of  to  denote  our  fellow-feeling  with 
any  paflion  whatever.  ,  ; 

B  3  Upon 
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Upon  fome  occafions  fympathy  may  feem 
to  arife  merely  from  the  view  of  a  certaia 
emotion  in  another  perfon.  The  pafTions, 
upon  fome  occafions,  may  feem  to  be  tranf- 
fufed  from  one  man  to  another,  inftanta- 
neoufly,  and  antecedent  to  any  knowledge  of 
what  excited  them  in  the  perfon  principally 
concerned.  Grief  and  joy,  for  example, 
ftrongly  exprefTed  in  the  look  and  geftures  of 
any  one,  at  once  affe<^  the  fpedator  with 
fome  degree  of  a  like  painful  or  agreeable 
emotion.  A  fmiling  face  is,  to  every  body 
that  fees  it,  a  cheerful  object ;  as  a  forrowful 
countenance,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  melan- 
choly one. 

This,  however,  does  not  hold  univerfally, 
or  with  regard  to  every  pafTion.  There  are 
fome  pafTions  of  which  the  expreffions  excite 
no  fort  of  fympathy,  but  before  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  what  gave  occafion  to  them, 
ferve  rather  to  difgufl:  and  provoke  us  againft 
them.  The  furious  behaviour  of  an  angry 
man  is  more  likely  to  exai'perate  us  againft 
himfelf  than  againft  his  enemies.  As  we  are 
unacquainted  with  his  provocation,  we  can- 
not bring  his  cafe  home  to  ourfelves,  nor 
conceive  any  thing  like  the  paflions  which  it 
excites.  But  we  plainly  fee  what  is  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thofe  with  whom  he  is  angry,  and  to 

what 
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wliat  violence  they  may  be  cxpofcd  from  fo 
enraged  an  adverfary.  We  readily,  there- 
fore, lympathize  with  their  fear  or  relent- 
jnent,  and  are  immediately  dilpoled  to  take 
part  againft  the  man  irom  whom  they  appear 
to  be  in  To  mucli  danger.        ^ 

If  the  very  appearances  of  grief  and  joy 
Infplre  us  with  fome  degree  of  the  like  emo- 
tions, it  is  becaufe  they  fuggeft  to  ns  the  ge- 
neral idea  of  fome  good  or  bad  fortune  that 
has  befallen  the  perfon  in  whom  we  obferve 
them  :  and  in  thefe  paflions  this  is  fufiicient 
to  have  fome  little  influence  upon  us.  The 
effects  of  grief  and  joy  terminate  in  the  per- 
fon who  feels  thofe  emotions,  of  which  the 
cxprelTions  do  not,  like  thofe  of  refentment, 
fuggeft  to  us  the  idea  of  any  other  perfon  foe 
whom  we  are  concerned,  and  whofe  intercfts 
are  oppolite  to  his.  1  he  general  idea  o( 
good  or  bad  fortune,  therefore,  creates  fome 
concern  for  the  perfon  who  has  met  with  it, 
but  the  general  idea  of  provocation  excites  no 
fympathy  with  the  anger  of  the  man  who  has 
received  it.  Nature,  it  feems,  teaches  us  to 
be  more  averfe  to  enter  into  this  pafTion,  and, 
till  informed  of  its  caufe,  to  be  difpoled  ra- 
ther to  take  part  againft  it. 

Even  our  fympathy  with  the  grief  or  joy 
of  another,  before  we  are  informed   of  the 

B  4  caufe 
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caufe  of  either,  Is  always  extremely  imper- 
fed:.  General  lamentations,  which  exprefs 
nothing  but  the  anguifh  of  the  fufferer,  create 
rather  a  curiofity  to  inquire  into  his  fituation^ 
along  with  feme  difpofition  to  fympathize 
with  him,  than  any  adlual  fympathy  that  is 
very  fenfible.  The  firft  queftion  vv^hich  we 
afk  is,  What  has  befallen  you?  Till  this; 'be 
anfwered,  though  we  are  uneafy  both  from 
the  vague  idea  of  his  misfortune,  and  ftill 
more  from  torturing  ourfelves  with  conjec- 
tures about  what  it  may  be,  yet  our  fellow- 
feeling  is  not  very  conflderable. 

Sympathy,  therefore,  does  not  arife  fo 
much  from  the  view  of  the  paffion,  as  from 
that  of  the  fituation  which  excites  it.  Wc 
fometimes  feel  for  another,  a  paffion  of  which 
he  himfelf  feems  to  be  altogether  incapable ; 
becaufe,  when  we  put  ourfelves  in  his  cafe, 
that  paffion  arifes  in  our  breaft  from  the  ima- 
gination, though  it  does  not  in  his  from  the 
reality.  We  blufh  for  the  impudence  and 
rudenefs  of  another,  though  he  himfelf  ap- 
pears to  have  no  fenfe  of  the  impropriety  of 
his  own  behaviour ;  becaufe  vs^e  cannot  heln 
feeling  with  what  confufion  we  ourfelves 
fhould  be  covered  had  we  behaved  in  fo  ab- 
furd  a  manner. 


Of 
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Of  all  the  calamities  to  which  the  condi- 
tion of  mortality  cxpofcs  mankind,  the  Ibfs 
of  realbn  appears,  to  thofe  who  have  the  leaft 
fpark  of  humanity,  by  far  the  moft  dread- 
ful ;  and  rhey  behold  that  lafl:  llage  of  human 
wretchednefs  with  deeper  commiieration  than 
any  other.  But  the  poor  wretch,  who  is  in 
it,  laughs  and  fmgs  perhaps,  and  is  altogether 
infenfible  of  his  own  mifery.  The  anguifh 
which  humanity  feels,  therefore,  at  the  fight 
of  fuch  an  obje6t,  cannot  be  the  refledlion  of 
any  fentiment  of  the  fufferer.  The  compaf- 
fion  of  the  fpedtator  muft  arife  altogether 
from  the  confideration  of  what  he  himfelf 
would  feel  if  he  was  reduced  to  the  fame  un- 
happy fituation,  and,  what  perhaps  is  impof- 
fible,  was  at  the  fame  time  able  to  regard  it 
with  his  prefent  reafon  and  judgment. 

What  are  the  pangs  of  a  mother  when  flie 
hears  the  moanings  of  her  infant  that  during 
the  agony  of  dileafe  cannot  exprefs  what  it 
feels?  In  her  idea  of  what  it  fufiers,  Hie  joins, 
to  its  real  helpleflnefs,  her  own  conlcioufnefs 
of  that  helplelVnefs,  and  her  own  terrors  for 
the  unknown  confequenccs  of  its  diforder ; 
and,  out  of  all  thefe,  forms,  for  her  own  for- 
row,  the  moft  complete  image  of  mifery  and 
diftrefs.  The  infant,  however,  feels  only  the 
uneafmefs  of  the  prefent  inftant,  which  can 

never 
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never  be  great.  With  regard  to  the  future, 
it  is  perfectly  fecure,  and  in  its  thoughtleff- 
nefs  and  want  of  forefight,  poflefles  an  anti- 
dote againft  fear  and  anxiety,  the  great  tor- 
mentors of  the  human  breaft,  from  which 
reafon  and  philofophy  will,  in  vain,  attempt 
to  defend  it,  when  it  grows  up  to  a  man. 

We  fympathize  even  with  the  dead,  and 
overlooking  what  is   of  real   importance   in 
their   fituation,    that   awful    futurity    which 
awaits  them,  we  are  chiefly  afFedled  by  thofe 
circumftances  which  ftrike  our  fenfes,  but  can 
have  no  influence  upon  their  happinefs.     It 
is  miferable,  we  think,  to  be  deprived  of  the 
light  of  the  fun  ;  to  be  Ihut  out  from  life  and 
converfation ;  to  be  laid  in  the  cold  grave,  a 
prey  to   corruption  and  the  reptiles   of  the 
earth ;    to  be   no   more  thought  of  in   this 
world,  but  to  be  obliterated,  in  a  little  time, 
from  the  alFedions,  and  almofl:  from  the  me- 
mory, of  their  deareft  friends  and  relations. 
Surely,  we  imagine,  we  can   never   feel  too 
much  for  thofe  who  have  fuffered  fo  dreadful 
a  calamity.     The  tribute  of  our  fellow-feel- 
ing feems  doubly  due  to  them  now,  when 
they  are  in  danger  of  being  forgot  by  every 
body ;  and,  by  the  vain  honours  which  we 
pay  to  their  memory,  we  endeavour,  for  our 
own  mifery,  artificially  to  keep  alive  our  me- 
lancholy 


Se(St.  L  Cy  Propriety.  ii 

lancholy  remembrance  of  their  misfortune. 
That  our  fympathy  can  afibrd  them  no  con- 
folation  feems  to  be  an  addition  to  their  cala- 
mity ;  and  to  think  that  all  we  can  do  is  un- 
availing, and  that,  what  alleviates  all  other 
diftrefs,  the  regret,  the  love,  and  the  lament- 
ations of  their  friends,  can  yield  no  comfoit 
to  them,  ferves  only  to  exafperatc  our  fenfe 
of  their  mifery.  The  happinefs  of  the  dead, 
however,  moft  alluredly,  is  affeQed  by  none 
of  thefe  circumftanccs  ;  nor  is  it  the  thought 
of  thefe  things  which  can  ever  difturb  the 
profound  fecurity  of  their  repofe.  The  idea 
of  that  dreary  and  endlefs  melancholy  which 
the  fancy  naturally  afcribes  to  their  condi- 
tion, arifes  altogether  from  our  joining  to  the 
change  which  has  been  produced  upon  them, 
our  own  confcioufnefs  of  that  change,  from 
our  putting  ourfelves  in  their  fituation,  and 
from  our  lodging,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay 
fo,  our  own  living  fouls  in  their  inanimated 
bodies,  and  thence  conceiving  what  would 
be  our  emotions  in  this  cafe.  It  is  from  this 
very  illulion  of  the  imagination,  that  the 
forefight  of  our  own  diflblution  is  fo  terrible 
to  us,  and  that  the  idea  of  thofe  circum- 
ftances,  which  undoubtedly  can  give  us  no 
pain  when  wc  are  dead,  makes  us  miferable 
while  we  are  alive.  And  from  thence  arllcs 
I  one 
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one  of  the  moft  important  principles  in  hu- 
man nature,  the  dread  of  death,  the  great 
poifon  to  the  happinefs,  but  the  great  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  injuftice  of  mankind,  which, 
while  it  afflicts  and  mortifies  the  individual,, 
guards  and  protects  the  fociety.  .. 


CHAP.    II. 

Of  the  P  leaf  lire  of  mutual  Sympathy. 

T>  UT  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  fympa- 
-■-'  thy,  or  however  it  may  be  excited,  no- 
thing pleafes  us  more  than  to  obferve  in  other 
men  a  fellow-feeling  with  all  the  emotions  of 
our  own  breaft  ;  nor  are  we  ever  fo  much 
fhocked  as  by  the  appearance  of  the  contrary. 
Thofe  who  are  fond  of  deducing  all  our  fen- 
timents  from  certain  refinements" of  felf-love, 
think  themlelves  at  no  lois  to  account,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  principles,  both  for  this 
pleafure  and  this  pain.  Man,  fay  they,  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and  of  the  need 
which  he  has  for  the  affiftance  of  others,  re- 
joices whenever  he  obferves  that  they  adopt 
his  own  paflions,  becaufe  he  is  then  afTured 
of  that  affiftance  j  and  grieves  w^ienever  he 

obferves 
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obfcrvcs  the  contrary,  becaufe  he  is  then  af- 
furcd  of  their  oppofition.  But  both  the  plca- 
•fure  and  the  pain  are  always  felt  fo  inflanta- 
neoufly,  and  often  upon  fuch  frivolous  occa- 
■fions^  that  it  feems  evident  that  neither  of 
them  can  be  derived  from  any  fuch  felf-inte- 
rerted  confideration.  A  man  is  mortified 
when,  after  having  endeavoured  to  divert  the 
company,  he  looks  round  and  fees  that  ncN 
body  laughs  at  his  jcfts  but  himfelf.  On  the 
contrary,  the  mirth  of  the  company  is  highly 
agreeable  to  him,  and  he  regards  this  corre- 
ipondence  of  their  fentiments  with  his  own 
as  the  greateft  applaufe. 

Neither  does  his  pleafure  feem  to  arife  alto- 
gether from  the  additional  vivacity  which 
his  mirth  may  receive  from  fympathy  v^'ith 
theirs,  nor  his  pain  from  the  difappointmcnt 
he  meets  wath  when  he  mifTes  this  pleafure  ; 
though  both  the  one  and  the  other,  no  doubt, 
do  in  fome  meafure.  When  we  have  read  a 
book  or  poem  fo  often  that  we  can  no  longer 
find  any  amufement  in  reading  it  by  our- 
felves,  we  can  ftill  take  pleafure  in  reading  it 
to  a  companion.  To  him  it  has  all  the  graces 
of  novelty  ;  we  enter  into  the  furprife  and 
admiration  which  it  naturally  excites  in  him, 
but  which  it  is  no  longer  capable  of  exciting 

in 
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in  lis ;  we  confider  all  the  ideas  which  it 
prefents,  rather  in  the  light  in  which  they  ap- 
pear to  hini,  than  in  that  in  which  they  ap- 
pear to  ourlelves,  and  we  are  amufed  by  fym- 
pathy  with  his  amuletnent,  which  thus  en^ 
Uvens  our  own.  On  the  contrary,  we  ihould 
be  vexed  if  he  did  not  feem  to  be  entertained 
with  it,  and  we  could  no  longer  take  any 
pleafure  in  reading  it  to  him.  It  is  the  fame 
cafe  here.  The  mirth  of  the  company,  no 
doubt,  enlivens  our  own  mirth  ;  and  their 
filence,  no  doubt,  difappoints  us.  But 
though  this  may  contribute  both  to  the  plea- 
fure which  we  derive  from  the  one,  and  to 
the  pain  which  we  feel  from  the  other,  it  is 
by  no  means  the  fole  caufe  of  either ;  and 
this  correfpondence  of  the  fentiments  of 
others  with  our  own  appears  to  be  a  caufe  of 
pleafure,  and  the  want  of  it  a  caufe  of  pain, 
which  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  this  man- 
ner. The  fympathy,  which  my  friends  ex- 
prefs  with  my  joy,  might  indeed  give  me 
pleafure  by  enlivening  that  joy :  but  that 
which  they  exprefs  with  my  grief  could 
give  me  none,  if  it  ferved  only  to  enliven 
that  grief.  Sympathy,  however,  enlivens 
joy  and  alleviates  grief.  It  enlivens  joy  by 
prefenting  another  fource  of  fatisfad;ion  ;  and 

it 
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it  alleviates  grief  by  infmuating  into  the  heart 
almoft  the  only  agreeable  fenlation  which  it 
is  at  that  time  capable  of  receiving. 

It  is  to  be  obicrved,  accordingly,  that  we 
are  IVill  more  anxious  to  communicate  to  our 
friends  our  dilagreeabie,  than  our  agreeable 
pafhons,  tiiat  we  derive  ilill  more  fatisfadlion 
from  their  fyrapathy  with  the  former  thaa 
from  that  with  the  latter,  and  that  we  are  ftill 
more  ftiocked  by  the  want  of  it. 

How  are  the  unfortunate  relieved  when 
they  have  found  out  a  perfon  to  whom  they 
can  communicate  the  caufe  of  their  forrow  ? 
Upon  his  fympathy  they  feem  to  difburthen 
themfelves  of  a  part  of  their  diftrefs  :  he  is 
not  improperly  laid  to  (hare  it  with  them. 
He  not  only  feels  a  forrow  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  which  they  feel,  but  as  if  he  had 
derived  a  part  of  it  to  himfelf,  what  he  feels 
feems  to  alleviate  the  weight  of  what  they 
feel.  Yet  by  relating  their  misfortunes  they 
in  fome  meafure  renew  their  grief.  They 
awaken  in  their  memory  the  remembrance  of 
thofe  circumftances  which  occallon  their  af- 
fhdlion.  Their  tears  accordingly  flow  fafter 
than  before,  and  they  are  apt  to  abandon 
themfelves  to  all  the  weaknefs  of  forrow. 
They  take  pleafure,  however,  in  all  this,  and, 
it  is  evident,  are  fenlibly  relieved  by  it ;  be- 

caufe 
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caiife  the  fweetnefs  of  his  fympathy  more 
than  compenfates  the  bitternefs  of  that  for- 
row,  which,  in  order  to  excite  this  fympathy, 
they  had  thus  enlivened  and  renewed.  The 
cruelcft  infult,  on  the  contrary,  which  can 
be  oftcred  to  the  unfortunate,  is  to  appear  to. 
make  Hght  of  their  calamities.  To  feem  not 
to  be  affeded  with  the  joy  of  our  compa- 
nions, is  but  want  of  politenefs  ;  but  not  .to 
wear  a  ferio.us  countenance  when  they  tell 
us  their  afflidions,  is  real  and  grofs  inhu- 
manity. 

Love  is  an  agreeable ;  refentment,  a  dif- 
agreeable  paflion ;  and  accordingly  we  are 
not  half  fo  anxious  that  our  friends  fhould 
adopt  our  friendlhips,  as  that  they  fhould  en- 
ter into  our  refentments.  We  can  forgive 
them  though  they  feem  to  be  little  affedted 
with  the  favours  which  we  may  have  receiv- 
ed, but  lofe  all  patience  if  they  feem  indiffer- 
ent about  the  injuries  which  may  have  been 
done  to  us  :  nor  are  we  half  fo  angry  with 
them  for  not  entering  into  our  gratitude,  as 
for  not  fympathizing  with  our  refentment. 
They  can  eafily  avoid  being  friends  to  our 
friends,  but  can  hardly  avoid  being  enemies 
to  thofe  with  whom  we  are  at  variance.  We 
feldom  refent  their  being  at  enmity  with  the 
firfl,  though  upon  that  account  we  may  fome- 

times 
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times  affect  to  make  an  awkward  quarrel 
with  thcni ;  but  we  quarrel  with  them  in 
good  earneil  if  they  live  in  frlciidlliip  with 
the  Lift.  The  agreeable  paflions  of  love  and 
joy  can  fatisfy  and  fupport  the  heart  without 
any  auxiliary  pleafure.  The  bitter  and  pain- 
ful emotions  of  grief  and  refentmcnt  more 
ftrongly  require  tlie  healing  confolation  of 
fympathy. 

As  tJie  perfon  who  is  principally  intereftcd 
in  any  event  is  pleafed  with  our  fympathy, 
and  hurt  by  the  want  of  it,  fo  wc,  too,  fcem 
to  be  pleafed  when  we  are  able  to  fympathize 
w'iih  him,  and  to  be  hurt  when  we  are  un- 
able to  do  fo.  AVe  run  not  only  to  congra- 
tulate the  fuccefsful,  but  to  condole  with 
the  afflicted  ;  and  the  pleafure  which  we  fmd 
in  the  converfation  of  one  whom  in  all  the 
paflions  of  his  heart  we  can  entirely  fympa- 
thize with,  feems  to  do  more  than  compen- 
fate  the  painfulnefs  of  that  forrow  with 
which  the  view  of  his  fituation  affects  us. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  always  difagreeable  to 
feel  that  we  cannot  fympathize  with  him, 
and  Inftead  of  being  pleafed  with  this  ex- 
emption from  fympathetic  pain,  it  hurts  us 
to  find  that  we  cannot  fhare  his  un^afmefs. 
If  we  hear  a  perfon  loudly  lamenting  his 
misfortunes,  which  however,  upon  bringing 

TOL.  I.  c  the 
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the  cafe  home  to  ourfelves,  we  feel,  can  pro- 
duce no  fuch  violent  efFed:  upon  us,  we  are 
fhocked  at  his  grief;  and,  becaufe  we  can- 
not enter  into  it,  call  it  pufillanimity  and 
weaknefs.  It  gives  us  the  fpleen,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  fee  another  too  happy,  or 
too  much  elevated,  as  we  call  it,  with  any 
little  piece  of  good  fortune.  We  are  dif- 
obrged  even  with  his  joy  ;  and,  becaufe  we 
cannot  go  along  with  it,  call  it  levity  and 
folly.  We  are  even  put  out  of  humour  if 
our  companion  laugh's  louder  or  longer  at  a 
joke  t]^an  we  think  it  deferves  ;  that  is,  than 
we  feel  that  we  ourfelves  could  laugh  at  it. 


CHAP.    III. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  we  judge  of  the  p?-o- 
pr'iety  or  impropriety  of  the  affeSlions  of  other 
men  by  their  concord  or  difonance  with  our 
cwn. 

HEN  the  original  paffions  of  the  perfoii 
principally  concerned  are  in  perfecft 
concord  with  the  fympathetic  emotions  of 
tlie  fpciflator,  they  neceffarily  appear  to  this 

laft 


Sc£l.  I.  Cy  Propriety.  19 

laft  juft  and  proper,  and  i'ultable  to  tliclr 
objects  ;  and,  on  tlie  contrary,  when,  upon 
bringing  the  cafe  liomc  to  himfelf,  he  finds 
that  they  do  not  coincide  with  what  he  feels, 
they  neccll'ailly  appear  to  him  unjuft  and 
improper,  and  unluitable  to  the  cauies  which 
excite  them.  To  approve  of  the  pafhons  of 
another,  therefore,  as  fuitable  to  their  ohjeds, 
is  the  fame  thing  as  to  obferve  that  we  en- 
tirely fympathize  with  them ;  and  not  to 
approve  of  them  as  fuch,  is  the  fame  thing 
as  to  obferve  that  we  do  not  entirely  fympa- 
thize with  them.  The  man  who  refents  the 
injuries  that  have  been  done  to  me,  and  ob- 
ferves  that  I  relent  them  precifely  as  he  does, 
neceflarily  approves  of  my  refentment.  The 
man  whofc  fympathy  keeps  time  to  my  grief, 
cannot  but  admit  the  reafonablenefs  of  my 
forrow.  He  who  admires  the  fame  poem,  or 
the  fame  picture,  and  admires  them  exadly 
as  I  do,  muft  furely  allow  the  juflnefs  of  my 
admiration.  He  who  laughs  at  the  fame 
joke,  and  laughs  along  with  me,  cannot  well 
deny  the  propriety  of  my  laughter.  On  the 
contrary,  the  pcrfon  who,  upon  thefe  differ- 
ent occafions,  either  feels  no  fuch  emotion  as 
that  which  I  feel,  or  feels  none  that  bears 
any  proportion  to  mine,  cannot  avoid  difap- 
proving  my  fentiments  on  account  of  their 
c  2  dilTonance 
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difTonance  with  his  own.  If  my  anlmofity 
goes  beyond  what  the  indignation  of  my 
friend  can  correfpond  to  ;  if  my  grief  exceeds 
what  his  moft  tender  compaflion  can  go 
along  with ;  if  ray  admiration  is  either  too 
high  or  too  low  to  tally  with  his  own ;  if  I 
laugh  loud  and  heartily  when  he  only  fmiles, 
or,  on  the  contrary,  only  fmile  when  he 
laughs  loud  and  heartily ;  in  all  thefe  cafes, 
as  foon  as  he  comes  from  confidering  the  ob- 
jed:,  to  obferve  how  I  am  afiecSled  by  it,  ac- 
cording as  there  is  more  or  lefs  difproportion 
between  hi^  fentiments  and  mine,  I  muil 
incur  a  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  his  difap- 
probation :  and  upon  all  occafions  his  own 
fentiments  are  the  ftandards  and  meafures  by 
which  he  judges  of  mine. 

To  approve  of  another  man's  opinions  is 
to  adopt  thofe  opinions,  and  to  adopt  them  is 
to  approve  of  them.  If  the  fame  arguments 
which  convince  you,  convince  me  likewife,  I 
neceflarily  approve  of  your  convidtion  ;  and 
if  they  do  not,  I  neceflarily  difapprove  of  it ; 
neither  can  I  poflibly  conceive  that  I  fhould 
do  tlie  one  without  the  other.  To  approve 
or  difapprove,  therefore,  of  the  opinions  of 
others  is  acknov;ledged,  by  every  body,  to 
mean  no  more  than  to  obferve  their  agree- 
ment or  difagrcement  with  our  own.     But 

this 
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this  is  equally  the  cafe  with  regard  to  our 
approbation  or  difapprobation  of  the  fcnti- 
ments  or  pafTions  of  otlicrs. 

There  are,  indeed,  fome  cafes  in  which 
we  feem  to  approve  without  any  fyinpathy  or 
correfpondence  of  fentirncn's,  and  in  which, 
confequently,  the  fentiment  of  approbation 
would  feem  to  be  different  from  the  percep- 
tion of  this  coincidence.  A  little  attention, 
however,  will  convince  us  that  even  in  thefe 
cafes  our  approbation  is  ultimately  founded 
upon  a  fympathy  or  correfpondence  of  this 
kind.  I  Ihall  give  an  inflance  in  things  of  a 
very  frivolous  nature, becaufe  in  them  thejudg- 
ments  of  mankind  are  lefs  apt  to  be  perverted 
by  wrong  fyftems.  We  may  often  approve 
of  a  jeft,  and  think  the  laughter  of  the  com- 
pany quite  juft  and  proper,  though  we  our- 
felves  do  not  laugh,  becaufe,  perhaps,  we  are 
in  a  grave  humour,  i>r  happen  to  have  our 
attention  engaged  with  other  obje<^s.  We 
have  learned,  however,  from  experience, 
what  fort  of  pleafantry  is  upon  moft  occafions 
capable  of  making  us  laugh,  and  we  oblerve 
that  this  is  one  of  that  kind.  We  approve, 
therefore,  of  the  laughter  of  the  company, 
and  feel  that  it  is  natural  and  fuitable  to  its 
obje(fl ;  becaufe,  though  in  our  prefent  mood 
we  cannot  eafdy  enter  into  it,  we  are  fenfible 
c  3  that 
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that  upon   moll:   occafions  we    fhould    very 
heartily  join  in  it. 

The  fame  thing  often  happens  with  regard 
to  all  the  other  paflions.  A  jftranger  pafTes  by 
us  in  the  ftreet  with  all  the  marks  of  the  deepeft 
afflid-ion  ;  and  we  are  immediately  told  that 
he  has  j Lift  received  the  news  of  the  death  of 
his  father.  It  is  impoffible  that,  in  this  cafe, 
we  fhould  not  approve  of  his  grief.  Yet  it 
may  often  happen,  without  any  defed:  of 
humanity  on  our  part,  that,  fo  far  from  en- 
tering into  the  violence  of  his  forrow,  we 
fliould  fcarce  conceive  the  fir  ft  movements  of 
concern  upon  his  account.  Both  he  and  his 
father,  perhaps,  are  entirely  unknown  to  us, 
or  we  happen  to  be  employed  about  other 
things,  and  do  not  take  time  to  pidure  out  in 
our  imagination  the  different  circumftances 
of  diftrcfs  which  .  muft  occur  to  him.  We 
have  learned,  however,  /rom  experience,  that 
fuch  a  misfortune  naturally  excites  fuch  a  de- 
cree of  forrow,  and  we  know  that  if  we  took 
time  to  confider  his  fituar.ion  fully  and  in  ail 
its  parts,  we  ftiould  without  doubt  moft  fm- 
cerely  fympathize  with  him.  It  is  upon  the 
confcioufnefs  of  this  conditional  fympathy, 
that  our  approbation  of  his  forrow  is 
founded,  even  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  that 
fympathy    does     not    adually  take     place ; 

and 
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and  tlie  general  rules  derived  from  our  pre- 
ceding experience  of  what  our  fentiments 
ViTOuld  coninionly  correfpond  with,  correct 
upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  occafions,  the 
impropriety  of  our  prcfent  emotions. 

The  fcntiment  or  affcdlion  of  the  heart 
from  which  any  a^flion  proceeds,  and  upon 
which  its  whole  virtue  or  vice  mufl:  ulti- 
mattly  depend,  may  be  confidercd  under  two 
different  afpedis,  or  in  two  diffeient  rela- 
tions; firft,  in  relation  to  the  caufc  which 
excites  it,  or  the  motive  which  gives  occa- 
fion  to  it ;  and  fecondly,  in  relation  to  the 
end  which  it  propofes,  or  the  efFe(fl  which  it 
tends  to  produce. 

In  the  fuitablenefs  or  unfuitablenefs,  in  the 
proportion  or  difproportion  which  the  affec- 
tion fecms  to  bear  to  the  caufe  or  objedt 
which  excites  it,  conliils  the  propriety  or  im- 
propriety, the  decency  or  ungraceful nefs  of 
the  confequent  action. 

In  the  beneficial  or  hurtful  nature  of  the 
effeds  which  the  affedion  aims  at,  or  tends 
to  produce,  confiils  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
the  action,  the  qualities  bv  which  it  is  enti- 
tled to  reward,  or  is  deferving  of  punifh- 
ment. 

Philofophers  have,  of  late  years,  confidered 
chiefly  the  tendency  of  affections,  and  have 

c  4  given 
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given  little  attention  to  the  relation  which 
they  ftand  in  to  the  caiife  which  excites  them. 
In  common  life,  however,  when  we  judge  of 
any  perlbn's  conduct,  and  of  the  fentiments 
which  dire(fl:ed  it,  w^e  conftantly  confider 
them  under  hoth  thefe  afpedts.  When  we 
blame  in  another  man  the  excefTes  of  love,  of 
grief,  of  refentment,  we  not  only  confider  the 
ruinous  effeds  which  they  tend  to  produce, 
but  the  little  occafion  which  was  given  for 
them.  The  merit  of  his  favourite,  we  fay, 
is  not  fo  great,  his  misfortune  is  not  fo  dread- 
ful, his  provocation  is  not  fo  extraordinary  as 
to  juftify  fo  violent  a  paffion.  We  fhould 
have  indulged,  we  fay ;  perhaps,  have  ap- 
proved of  the  violence  of  his  emotion,  had 
the  caufe  been  in  any  refpe^l:  proportioned 
to  it. 

When  we  judge  in  this  manner  of  any 
alfedion  as  proportioned  or  difproportioned 
to  the  caufe  which  excites  it,  it  is  fcarce  pof- 
fible  that  we  fliould  make  ufe  of  any  other 
rule  or  canon  but  the  correfpondcnt  aftedtion 
in  ourfelves.  If  upon  bringing  the  cafe 
ho  i"ie  to  our  own  breaft,  we  fmd  that  the 
fentiments  which  it  gives  occafion  to,  coin- 
cide and  tally  with  our  own,  we  neceffarily 
approve  of  them,  as  proportioned  and  fuit- 
able  to  their  objedsj   if  otherwife,  we  ne- 

cefl'arily 
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ceffarily  dlfapprove  of  them,  as  extravagant 
and  out  ot  proportion. 

Every  faculty  in  one  man  Is  the  mcafure 
by  which  he  judi;es  of  the  Wkc  facuhy  in  an- 
other. 1  judge  of  your  fight  by  my  fight,  of 
your  ear  by  my  ear,  of  your  rcafon  by  my 
reafon,  of  your  refentment  by  my  refent- 
ment,  of  your  love  by  my  love.  I  neither 
have,  nor  can  have,  any  other  way  of  judg- 
ing about  them. 


CHAP.   IV. 

The  fame  Subject  continued. 

TT7E  may  judge  of  the  propriety  or  imprO- 
^^  priety  ot  the  fentiments  of  another  per- 
fon  by  their  correfpondence  or  difagreement 
with  our  own,  upon  two  different  occafions ; 
either,  firftj  when  the  objeds  which  excite 
them  are  confidercd  without  any  peculiar  re- 
lation either  to  ourfelves,  or  to  the  perfoii 
whofe  fentiments  we  judge  of ;  or,  fecondly, 
when  they  are  confidcred  as  peculiarly  affect- 
ing one  or  other  of  us. 

I.  With 


26  0/"  Propriety.  Parti. 

I.  With  regard  to  thofe  objeds  which 
are  confidered  without  any  peculiar  relation 
either  to  ourfelves  or  to  the  perfon  whofe 
fentiments  we  judge  of;  wherever  his  fenti- 
ments  entirely  correfpond  with  our  own,  we 
afcribe  to  him  the  qualities  of  talle  and  good 
judgment.  The  beauty  of  a  plain,  the  great- 
nefs  of  a  mountain,  the  ornaments  of  a  build- 
ing, the  expreflion  of  a  picture,  the  compofi- 
tion  of  a  difcourfe,  the  condud:  of  a  third 
perfon,  the  proportions  of  different  quantities 
and  numbers,  the  various  appearances  which 
the  great  machine  of  the  univerfe  is  perpe- 
tually exhibiting,  with  the  fecret  wheels  and 
fprings  which  produce  them  ;  all  the  general 
fubjeds  of  fcience  and  tafte,  are  what  we  and 
our  companions  regard  as  having  no  peculiar 
relation  to  either  of  us.  We  both  look  at 
them  from  the  fame  point  of  view,  and  we 
have  no  occafion  for  fympathy,  or  for  that 
imaginary  change  of  fituations  from  which  it 
arifes,  in  order  to  produce,  with  regard  to 
thefe,  the  moft  perfed  harmony  of  fentiments 
and  affedions.  If,  notwithftanding,  we  are 
often  differently  affeded,  it  arifes  either  from 
the  different  degrees  of  attention  which  our 
different  habits  of  life  allow  us  to  give  eafdy 
to  the  feveral  parts  of  thofe  complex  objeds, 

or 
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or  from  the  different  degrees  of  natural  acutc- 
nefs  in  the  faculty  of  the  mind  to  which  they 
are  addrelfed. 

When  the  fcntimcnts  of  our  companion 
coincide  with  our  own  in  ihings  of  this  kind, 
which  are  ohvious  and  cafy,  and  in  which, 
perhaps,  we  never  found  a  linglc  pcrfon  who 
differed  from  us,  though  we,  no  doubt,  mufl 
approve  of  them,  yet  he  Iccms  to  deferve  no 
praife  or  admiration  on  account  of  them. 
But  when  tliey  not  only  coincide  with  our 
own,  but  lead  and  dired:  our  own  ;  when  in 
forming  them  he  appears  to  have  attended  to 
many  things  which  we  had  overlooked,  and 
to  have  adjufted  them  to  all  the  various  cir- 
cumftances  of  their  objccSts  ;  we  not  only  ap- 
prove of  them,  but  wonder  and  are  furprifed 
at  their  uncommon  and  unexpected  acutenefs 
and  comprehenfivenefs,  and  he  appears  to  de- 
ferve a  very  high  degree  of  admiration  and 
applaufe.  For  approbation,  hciglitened  by 
wonder  and'furprift^,  conftitutes  the  fenilment 
which  is  properly  called  admiration,  and  of 
which  applaufe  is  the  natural  exprelhon. 
The  decifion  of  the  man  who  judges  that  ex- 
quifite  beauty  is  preferable  to  tlie  groffeft  de- 
formity, or  that  twice  two  are  equal  to  four, 
mud  certainly  be  approved  of  by  all  the 
world,  but  will  not,  furcly,  be  much  admired. 

It 
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It  is  the  acute  and  delicate  difcernment  of  the 
man  of  tafte,  who  diftinguifhes  the  minute, 
and  fcarce  perceptible  differences  of  beauty 
and  deformity  ;  it  is  the  comprehenfive  ac- 
curacy of  the  experienced  mathematician, 
who  unravels,  with  eafe,  the  moft  intricate 
and  perplexed  proportions ;  it  is  the  great 
leader  in  fcience  and  tafte,  the  man  who  di- 
redis  and  conduds  our  own  fentiments,  the 
extent  and  fuperior  juftnefs  of  whofe  talents 
aftonifh  us  \Yith  wonder  and  furprife,  who 
excites  our  admiration,  and  feems  to  deferve 
our  applaufe ;  and  upon  this  foundation  is 
grounded  the  greater  part  of  the  praife  which 
is  beftowed  upon  what  are  called  the  intellec- 
tual virtues. 

The  utility  of  thofe  qualities,  it  may  be 
thought,  is  what  firft  recommends  them  to 
us ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  confideration  of  this, 
when  we  come  to  attend  to  it,  gives  them  a 
new  value.  Originally,  however,  we  ap- 
prave  of  another  man's  judgment,  not  as 
fomething  ufeful,  but  as  right,  as  accurate,  as 
agreeable  to  truth  and  reality :  and  it  is  evi- 
dent we  attribute  thofe  qualities  to  it  for  no 
other  reafon  but  becaufe  w^e  find  that  it 
agrees  with  our  own.  Tafte,  in  the  fame 
manner,  is  originally  approved  of,  not  as  ufe- 
ful, but  as  juft,  as  delicate,  and  as  precifely 

fuited 
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fuited  to  its  objc(fl:.  The  idea  of  the  utility 
of  all  qualities  of  this  kind,  is  plainly  an  after- 
thought, and  not  what  firft  recommends  them, 
to  our  approbation. 

2.  With  regard  to  thofc  ohjeds,  which  af- 
fect in  a  particular  manner  either  ourfelves 
or  the  perlon  whofe  fentiments  we  judge  of, 
it  is  at  once  more  dillicult  to  prefcrve  this 
harmony  and  correfpondencc,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  vaftly  more  important.  My  com- 
panion does  not  naturally  look  upon  the  mif- 
fortune  that  has  befallen  me,  or  the  injury 
that  has  been  done  me,  from  the  fame  point 
of  view  in  which  I  confider  them.  They 
affetH:  me  much  more  nearly.  We  do  not 
view  them  from  the  fame  Nation,  as  we  do  a 
p.ii^ure,  or  a  poem,  or  a  fyftem  of  philofo- 
phy,  and  are,  therefore,  apt  to  be  very  dif- 
ferently afFedted  by  them.  But  I  can  much 
more  eafdy  overlook  the  want  of  this  corre- 
fpondencc of  fentiments  with  regard  to  fuch 
indifferent  objects  as  concern  neither  me  nor 
my  companion,  than  with  regard  to  what  in- 
terefts  me  fo  much  as  the  misfortune  that  has 
befallen  me,  or  the  injury  that  has  been  done 
me.  Though  you  deipife  that  piditure,  or 
that  poem,  or  even  that  f)  flcm  of  philofo- 
phy,  which  I  admire,  there  is  little  danger  of 
our  quarrelling  upon  that  account.     Neither 

of 
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of  us  can  reafonably  be  much  interefted  about 
them.  They  ought  all  of  them  to  be  matters 
of  great  indifference  to  us  both;  fo  that, 
though  our  o.  inions  may  be  oppofite,  our 
affedions  may  ftill  be  very  nearly  the  fame. 
But  it  is  quite  otherwife  with  regard  to  thofe 
objeds  by  which  either  you  or  I  are  particu- 
larly affeded.  Though  your  judgments  in 
matters  of  fpeculation,  though  your  fenti- 
nients  in  matters  of  tafte,  are  quite  oppofite 
to  mine,  I  can  eafily  overlook  this  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  if  I  have  any  degree  of  temper,  I 
may  ftill  find  fome  entertainment  in  your 
converfation,  even  upon  thofe  very  fubjeds. 
But  if  you  have  either  no  fellow-feeling  for 
the  misfortunes  I  have  met  with,  or  none  that 
bears  any  proportion  to  the  grief  which  dif- 
trads  me  ;  or  if  you  have  either  no  indigna- 
tion at  the  injuries  I  have  fuffered,  or  none 
that  bears  any  proportion  to  the  refentment 
which  tranfports  me,  we  can  no  longer  con- 
verfe  upon  thefe  fubjeds.  We  become  into- 
lerable to  one  another.  I  can  neither  fupport 
your  company,  nor  you  mine.  You  are  con- 
founded at  my  violence  and  pafTion,  and  I  am 
enraged  at  your  cold  infenfibility  and  want  of 
feeling. 

In  all  fuch  cafes,  that  there  may  be  fome 
correfpondence    of   fentiments    between  the 

fpedator 
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fpe(^iitor  and  tlie  pcii'on  principally  concern- 
ed, the  rpCiStator  muft,  firft  of  all,  endeavour, 
as  much  as  he  can,  to  put  hunfclf  hi  the 
fituation  of  the  other,  and  to  hring  home  to 
hlmfelf  every  little  circumftance  of  diftrefs 
which  can  poflibly  occur  to  the  fufferer. 
He  muft  adopt  the  whole  cafe  of  his  compa- 
nion wiih  all  its  minuteft  incidents;  and 
Ibive  to  render  as  perfect  as  poflible  that 
imaginary  change  of  fituation  upon  which 
his  fympathy  is  founded. 

After  all  this,  however,  the  emotions  of 
the  fpe(51:ator  will  ftill  be  very  apt  to  fall  fliort 
of  the  violence  of  what  is  felt  by  the  fufferer. 
Mankind,  though  naturally  fympathetic,  ne- 
ver conceive,  for  what  has  befallen  another, 
that  degree  of  paffion  which  naturally  ani- 
mates the  perfon  principally  concerned.  That 
imaginary  change  of  fituation,  upon  which 
their  fympathy  is  founded,  is  but  moment- 
ary. The  thought  of  their  own  fafety,  the 
thought  that  they  themfelves  are  not  really 
the  fufferers,  continually  intrudes  itfelf  upon 
them  ;  and  though  it  docs  not  hinder  them 
from  conceiving  a  pafTion  fomewhat  analo- 
gous to  what  is  felt  by  the  fufferer,  hinders 
them  from  conceiving  any  thing  that  ap- 
proaches  to  the    fiime    degree    of   violence. 

2  The 


3i  0/"  Propriety.  Parti. 

The  perfon  principally  concerned  is  fenfible 
of  this,  and  at  the  fame  time  paffionately  de- 
fires  a  more  complete  fympathy.  He  longs 
for  that  relief  which  nothing  can  afford  him 
but  the  entire  concord  of  the  aff*edlions  of  the 
fpedators  with  his  own.  To  fee  the  emo- 
tions of  their  hearts,  in  every  refped:,  beat 
time  to  his  own,  in  the  violent  and  difagree- 
able  pafTions,  conftitLites  his  fole  confolation. 
But  he  can  only  hope  to  obtain  this  by  low- 
ering his  paffion  to  that  pitch  in  which  the 
fpeftators  are  capable  of  going  along  with 
him.  He  mufc  flatten,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  fay  fo,  the  fliarpnefs  of  its  natural  tone,  in 
order  to  reduce  it  to  harmony  and  concord 
v^ath  the  emotions  of  thofe  who  aTe  about 
him.  What  they  feel,  will  indeed  always  be, 
in  fome  refpcds,  different  from  what  he  feels, 
and  compaffion  can  never  be  exadly  the 
fame  with  original  forrow ;  becaufe  the  fecret 
confcioufnefs  that  the  change  of  fituations, 
from  which  the  fympathetic  fentiment  arifes, 
is  but  imaginary,  not  only  lowers  it  in  degree, 
but,  in  iome  meafure,  varies  it  in  kind,  and 
gives  it  a  quite  different  modification.  Thefe 
two  fentiments,  hov/ever,  may,  it  is  evident, 
have  fuch  a  correfpondence  v/ith  one  another, 
as  is  fufficient  for  the  harmony  of  fociety. 

Though 
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Though  they  will  never  be  unlfons,  tlicy  may 
be  concords,  and  this  is  all  that  is  wanted  or 
required. 

In  order  to  produce  tliis  concord,  as  nature 
teaches  the  fpedators  to  afTume  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  perfon  principally  concerned, 
fo  fhe  teaches  this  lafl:  in  fome  meafure  to  af- 
fume  thofe  of  the  fpedtators.  As  they  are 
continually  placing  themfelves  in  his  litua- 
tion,  and  thence  conceiving  emotions  fimilar 
to  what  he  feels  ;  fo  he  is  as  conftantly  plac- 
ing himfelf  in  theirs,  and  thence  conceiving 
fome  degree  of  that  coolnefs  about  his  own 
fortune,  with  which  he  is  fenfible  that  they 
will  view  it.  As  they  are  conftantly  confi- 
dering  what  they  themfelves  would  feel,  if 
they  actually  were  the  fufFerers,  fo  he  is  as 
conftantly  led  to  imagine  in  what  manner  he 
would  be  affedted  if  he  was  only  one  of  the 
fpedators  of  his  own  fituation.  As  their 
fympathy  makes  them  look  at  it,  in  fome 
meafure,  with  his  eyes,  fo  his  fympathy 
makes  him  look  at  it,  in  fome  meafure,  with 
theirs,  elpecially  when  in  their  prefence  and 
ading  under  their  obfervation  :  and  as  the 
refleded  paffion,  which  he  thus  conceives,  is 
much  weaker  than  the  original  one,  it  necef- 
farily  abates  the  violence  of  what  he  felt  be- 
fore he  came  into  their  prefence,  before  he 
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began  to  recollect  in  what  manner  they 
would  be  affeded  by  it,  and  to  view  his 
fituation  in  this  candid  and  impartial  light. 
The  mind,  therefore,  is  rarely  fo  difturbed 
but  that  the  company  of  a  friend  will  reftore 
it  to  fome  degree  of  tranquillity  and  fedate- 
nefs.  The  breaft  is,  in  fome  meafure,  calmed 
and  compofed  the  moment  we  come  into  his 
prefence.  We  are  immediately  put  in  mind 
of  the  light  in  which  he  will  view  our  fitua- 
tion, and  we  begin  to  view  it  ourfelves  in  the 
fame  light ;  for  the  efFed}:  of  fyrnpathy  is  in- 
ftantaneous.  We  expert  lefs  fympathy  from 
a  common  acquaintance  than  from  a  friend  : 
we  cannot  open  to  the  former  all  thofe  little 
circumftances  which  we  can ,  unfold  to  the 
latter :  we  affume,  therefore,  more  tranquil- 
lity before  him,  and  endeavour  to  fix  our 
thoughts  upon  thofe  general  outlines  of  our 
fituation  which  he  is  v/illing  to  confider.  We 
expect  ftill  lefs  fympathy  from  an  afl^embly  of 
Grangers,  and  we  ailume,  therefore,  ftill  more 
tranquillity  before  them,  and  always  endea- 
vour to  bring  down  our  pafTion  to  that  pitch, 
which  the  particular  company  we  are  in  may 
be  expeded  to  go  along  with.  Nor  is  this 
only  an  alTumed  appearance  :  for  if  we  are  at 
all  matters  of  ourfelves,  the  prefence  of  a  mere 
acquaintance  will  really  compofe  us  ftill  more 

than 


Sccl.  I.  (y  Propriety.  35 

than  that  of  a  friend ;  and  that  of  an  aflembly 
of  ftrangers,  flill  more  than  that  of  an  ac- 
quaintance. 

Society  and  converfation,  therefore,  are  the 
moft  powerful  remedies  for  reftoring  the 
mind  to  its  tranquillity,  if,  at  any  time,  it  has 
unfortunately  loft  it  ;  as  well  as  the  beft 
prefervatives  of  that  equal  and  happy  temper, 
which  is  fo  neceiTary  to  felf-fatisfadion  and 
enjoyment.  Men  of  retirement  and  fpecu- 
ktion,  who  are  apt  to  fit  brooding  at  home 
over  either  grief  or  refentment,  though  they 
may  often  have  more  humanity,  more  gene- 
rofity,  and  a  nicer  fenfe  of  honour,  yet  feldom 
poflefs  that  equality  of  temper  which  is  fo 
common  among  men  of  the  world. 


CHAP.    V. 

Of  the  amiable  and  refpcdahle  virtues, 

T  TPON  thefe  two  different  efforts,  upon  that 
^^  of  the  fpedtator  to  enter  into  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  perfon  principally  concerned, 
and  upon  that  of  the  perfon  principally  con- 
cerned, to  bring  down  his  emotions  to  what 
the  fpedator  can  go  along  with,  are  founded 

D  2  two 
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two  ditTerent  fets  of  virtues.  The  foft,  the 
gentle,  the  amiable  virtues,  the  virtues  of  can- 
did condefcenfion  and  indulgent  humanity, 
are  founded  upon  the  one  :  the  great,  the  aw- 
ful and  refpedable,  the  virtues  of  felf-denial, 
of  felf-government,  of  that  command  of  the 
paffions  which  fubjedts  all  the  movements  of 
our  nature  to  what  our  own  dignity  and  ho- 
nour, and  the  propriety  of  our  own  condu£t 
require,  take  their  origin  from  the  other. 

How  amiable  does  he  appear  to  be,  whofe 
fympathetic  heart  leems  to  re-echo  all  the 
fentiments  of  thofe  with  whom  he  converfes, 
who  grieves  for  their  calamities,  who  refents 
their  injuries,  and  who  rejoices  at  their  good 
fortune  !  When  we  bring  home  to  ourfelves 
the  fituation  of  his  companions,  we  enter 
into  their  gratitude,  and  feel  what  confolation 
they  muft  derive  from  the  tender  fympathy 
of  fo  affetflionate  a  friend.  And  for  a  con- 
trary reafon,  how  difagreeable  does  he  appear 
to  be,  whofe  hard  and  obdurate  heart  feels  for 
himfelf  only,  but  is  altogether  infenfible  to 
the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  others  !  We  enter, 
in  this  cafe  too,  into  the  pain  which  his  pre- 
fence  muft  give  to  every  mortal  with  whom 
he  converfes,  to  thofe  efpecially  ^yith  whom 
we  are  moft  apt  to  fympathize,  the  unfortu- 
nate and  the  injured. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  what  nohlc  })ropriety 
and  grace  do  we  feel  in  the  condudl  of  thofe 
who,  in  tlieir  own  cafe,  exert  that  recollection 
and  felf-command  which  conl\itute  the  dig- 
nity of  every  paflion,  and  which  bring  it 
down  to  what  others  can  enter  into  ?  Wc 
arc  difgufted  with  that  clamorous  grief 
which,  without  any  delicacy,  calls  upon  our 
compafTion  with  fighs  and  tears  and  importu- 
nate lamentations.  But  we  reverence  that 
referved,  that  filcnt  and  majeftic  forrow, 
which  difcovers  itfelf  only  in  the  fwelling  of 
the  eyes,  in  the  quivering  of  the  lips  and 
cheeks,  and  in  the  diftant,  but  affecting  cold- 
nefs  of  the  whole  behaviour.  It  impofes  the 
like  filence  upon  us.  We  regard  it  with  rc- 
fpe«ftful  attention,  and  watch  with  anxious 
concern  over  our  w^hole  behaviour,  left  by 
any  impropriety  we  fhould  difturb  that  con- 
certed tranquillity,  which  it  requires  fo  great 
an  effort  to  I'upport. 

The  inlblence  and  brutality  of  anger,  in 
the  fame  manner  when  we  indulge  its  fury 
without  check  or  reftraint,  is,  of  all  objedts, 
the  moft  deteftable.  But  we  admire  that 
noble  and  generous  refentment  which  governs 
its  purfuit  of  the  greateft  injuries,  not  by  the 
rage  which  they  are  apt  to  excite  in  the  breaft 
ot  the  fufferer,  but  by  the  indignation  which 
D  3  they 
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they  naturally  call  forth  in  that  of  the  impar- 
tial fpedtator ;  which  allows  no  word,  no 
geftiire,  to  efcape  it  beyond  what  this  more 
equitable  fentiment  would  dictate  ;  which 
never,  even  in  thought,  attempts  any  greater 
vengeance,  nor  defires  to  inflict  any  greater 
punifliment,  than  what  every  indifferent  per- 
fon  would  rejoice  to  fee  executed. 

And  hence  it  is,  that  to  feel  much  for 
others  and  little  for  ourfelves,  that  to  reftrain 
our  felfifli,  and  to  indulge  cur  benevolent 
affedions,  conftitutes  the  perfedion  of  hu- 
man nature  ;  and  can  alone  produce  among 
mankind  that  harmony  of  fentiments  and 
paffions  in  which  confifts  their  whole  grace 
and  propriety.  As  to  love  our  neighbour  as 
"we  love  ourfelves  is  the  great  law  of  Chrift- 
lanity,  fo  it  is  the  great  precept  of  nature  to 
love  ourfelves  only  as  we  love  our  neighbour, 
or  what  comes  to  the  fame  thing,  as  our 
neighbour  is  capable  of  loving  us. 

As  tafte  and  good  judgment,  when  they 
are  confidered  as  qualities  which  deferve 
praife  and  admiration,  are  fuppofed  to  imply 
a  delicacy  of  fentiment  and  an  acutenefs  of 
iinderftanding  not  commonly  to  be  met 
with ;  fo  the  virtues  of  fenfibility  and  fclf- 
command  are  not  apprehended  to  confift  in 
the  ordinary,  but  in  the  uncommon  degrees 

of 


Se£l.  I.  Of  Proprilty.  39 

of  thofe  qualities.  The  amiable  virtue  of 
humanity  requires,  furely,  a  rcnlibility  much 
beyond  what  is  poffcired  by  the  rude  vulgar 
of  mankind.  The  great  and  exalted  virtue 
of  magnanimity  u;idoubtcdly  demands  much 
more  than  that  degree  of  i'elf-command, 
which  the  weakell  of  mortals  is  capable  of 
exerting.  As  in  the  common  degree  of  the 
intelledual  qualities,  there  are  no  abilities ; 
fo  in  the  common  degree  of  the  moral,  there 
is  no  virtue.  X'irtue  is  excellence,  fomething 
uncommonly  great  and  beautiful,  which  riles 
far  above  what  is  vulgar  and  ordinary.  The 
amiable  virtues  confift  in  that  degree  of  fen- 
fibility  which  furprifes  by  its  exquifite  and 
unexpedled  delicacy  and  tendernefs  :  the 
awful  and  refpedable,  in  that  degree  of  felf- 
command  which  aftonifhes  by  its  amazing  fu- 
periority  over  the  molt  ungovernable  paflions 
of  human  nature. 

There  is,  in  this  rerpe(ft,  a  confiderable  dif- 
ference between  virtue  and  mere  propriety ; 
between  thofe  qualities  and  adlons  which  de- 
ferve  to  be  admired  and  celebrated,  and  thofe 
which  fnnply  deferve  to  be  approved  of. 
Upon  many  occalions,  to  aift  with  the  moft 
perfed  propriety,  requires  no  more  than  that 
common  and  ordinary  degree  of  fenfibility  or 
felt-command   which   the  moft  w^orthlefs  of 

D  4  mankind 
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mankind  are  poflefl  of,  and  fometimes  even 
that  degree  is  not  neceflary.  Thus,  to  give 
^very  low  inftance,  to  eat  w^hen  we  are  hun- 
gry, is  certainly,  upon  ordinary  occafions, 
perfedlly  right  and  proper,  and  cannot- mifs 
being  approved  of  as  fuch  by  every  body. 
Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  abfurd  than 
to  fay  it  was  virtuous. 

On  the  contrary,  there  may  frequently  be 
a  confiderable  degree  of  virtue  in  thofe  ac- 
tions which  fall  fhort  of  the  moft  perfe£l 
propriety ;  becaufe  they  may  ftill  approach 
nearer  to  perfection  than  could  well  be  ex- 
peded  upon  occafions  on  which  it  was  fo 
extremely  difficult  to  attain  it :  and  this  is 
very  often  the  cafe  upon  thofe  occafions 
which  require  the  greateft  exertions  of  felf- 
command.  There  are  fome  fituations  which 
bear  fo  hard  upon  human  nature,  that  the 
greateft  degree  of  felf-government,  which  can 
belong  to  fo  imperfed;  a  creature  as  man,  is 
not  able  to  ftifle,  altogether,  the  voice  of  hu- 
man weaknefs,  or  reduce  the  violence  of  the 
pafTions  to  that  pitch  of  moderation,  in  which 
the  impartial  fpedtator  can  entirely  enter  into 
them.  Though  in  thofe  cafes,  therefore,  the 
behaviour  of  the  fufferer  fall  fhort  of  the 
moft  perfed:  propriety,  it  may  ftill  deferve 
feme  applaufe,  and,  even,  in  a  certain  fenfe, 

may 
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may  be  denominated  virtuous.  It  may  ft  ill 
manifcft  an  effort  of  gencrofity  and  magnani- 
mity of  which  the  greater  part  of  men  are  in- 
capable ;  and  tJiough  it  fails  of  abfolute  perfec- 
tion, it  may  be  a  much  nearer  approximation 
towards  perfedlion,  than  what,  upon  fucK 
trying  occafions,  is  commonly  either  to  be 
found  or  to  be  exped;ed. 

In  cafes  of  this  kind,  when  we  are  deter- 
mining the  degree  of  blame  or  applaufe  which 
feems  due  to  any  ad  ion,  we  very  frequently 
make  ufe  of  two  different  ftandards.  The 
firft:  is  the  idea  of  complete  propriety  and 
perfection,  which,  in  thofe  difficult  fituations, 
no  human  conduct  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
come  up  to  ;  and  in  comparifon  with  which 
the  actions  of  all  men  muft  for  ever  appear 
blamcable  and  imperfect.  The  fecond  is  the 
idea  of  that  degree  of  proximity  or  diftancc 
from  this  complete  perfection,  which  the 
actions  of  the  greater  part  of  men  commonly 
arrive  at.  Whatever  goes  beyond  this  de- 
gree, how  far  foever  it  may  be  removed  from 
abfolute  perfection,  feems  to  deferve  ap- 
plaufe ;  and  whatever  falls  fliort  of  it,  to  de- 
ferve blame. 

It  is  in  the  fame  manner  that  we  judge  of 
the  productions  of  all  the  arts  which  addrefs 
thcmfelvcs   to   the   imagination.      When   a 

critic 
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critic  examines  the  work  of  any  of  the  great 
niafliers  in  poetry  or  painting,  he  may  fome- 
times  examine  it  by  an  idea  of  perfection,  in 
his  own  mind,  which  neither  that  nor  any 
other  human  work  will  ever  come  up  to  ; 
and  as  long  as  he  compares  it  with  this  ftand- 
ard,  he  can  fee  nothing  in  it  but  faults  and 
imperfeOiions.  But  when  he  comes  to  confi- 
der  the  rank  w^hich  it  ought  to  hold  among 
other  works  of  the  fame  kind,  he  necefl'arily 
compares  it  with  a  very  different  ftandard, 
the  common  degree  of  excellence  which  is 
ufually  attained  in  this  particular  art ;  and 
when  he  judges  of  it  by  this  new  meafure,  it 
may  often  appear  to  deferve  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe,  upon  account  of  its  approaching  much 
nearer  to  perfedion  than  the  greater  part  of 
thofe  works  which  can  be  brought  into  com- 
petition v^ith  it. 
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SECTION    IL 

Of  the  Degrees  of  the  different  PalTions  which 
are  confident  \^ith  Propriety. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE  propriety  of  every  paffion  excited  by 
objedls  peculiarly  related  to  ourfelveg, 
the  pitch  which  the  fpedlator  can  go  along 
with,  muft  lie,  it  is  evident,  in  a  certain 
mediocrity.  If  the  paffion  is  too  high,  or  if 
it  is  too  low,  he  cannot  enter  into  it.  Grief 
and  relentment  for  private  misfortunes  and 
injuries  may  eafily,  for  example,  be  too  high, 
and  in  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  they  are 
fo.  They  may  like  wife,  though  this  more 
rarely  happens,  be  too  low.  We  denomi- 
nate the  excefs,  weaknefs  and  fury :  and  we 
call  the  defe6t,  ftupidity,  infenfibility,  and 
want  of  fpirit.  We  can  enter  into  neither  of 
them,  but  are  aftonlfhed  and  confounded  to 
fee  them. 

This  mediocrity,  however,  in  which  the 
point  of  propriety  confifts,  is  different  in  dif- 
ferent paffions.     It  is  high  in  fome,  and  low 

in 
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in  others.  TheVe  are  fome  paffions  which  it 
is  indecent  to  exprefs  very  ftrongly,  even 
upon  thofe  occafions,  in  which  it  is  acknow- 
ledged that  we  cannot  avoid  feeling  them  in 
the  higheft  degree.  And  there  are  others  of 
which  the  ftrongeft  expreflions  are  upon 
many  occafions  extremely  graceful,  even 
though  the  paffions  themfelves  do  not,  per- 
haps, arife  fo  neceflarily.  The  firft  are  thofe 
pafTions  with  which,  for  certain  reafons,  there 
is  little  or  no  fympathy  :  the  fecond  are  thofe 
with  which,  for  other  reafons,  there  is  the 
greateft.  And  if  we  confider  all  the  different 
paffions  of  human  nature,  we  fhall  find  that 
they  are  regarded  as  decent  or  indecent,  juft 
in  proportion  as  mankind  are  more  or  lef* 
difpofed  to  fympathize  with  them. 


CHAP.   L 

Of  the  Pajfions  which  take  their  origin  from 
the  body, 

I.  YT  is  indecent  to  exprefs  any  ftrong  de- 

'*'  gree  of  thofe  paffions  which  arife  from 

a  certain  fituation  or  difpofition  of  the  body; 

becaufethe  company,  not  being  in  the  fame 

difpo- 
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diipofition,  cannot  be  expc(5led  to  fympatlilzc 
with   them.     Violent    hunger,   for  example, 
though  upon  many  occafions  not  only  natu- 
ral, but  unavoidable,  is  always  indecent,  and 
to  eat  voracioully  is  univerlally  regarded  as  a 
piece  of  ill   manners.      lliere   is,  however, 
fome  degree  of  fympathy,  even  with  himger. 
It  is  agreeable  to  fee  our  companions  eat  with 
a  good  appetite,  and  all  exprefTions  of  loath- 
ing are  offenfive.     The  diipofition  of  body 
which  is  habitual  to  a  man  in  health,  makes  his 
ftomach  eafily  keep  time,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
fo  coarfe  an  exprefTion,  with  the  one,  and  not 
with   the  other.     We  can   iVmpathize  with 
the  dirtrefs  which  exceflive  hunger  occafions 
when  we   read  the  defcription  of  it   in  the 
journal  of  a  fiege,  or  of  a  fea  voyage.      We 
imagine  ourfelves  in  the  fituation  of  the  fuf- 
ferers,  and  thence  readily  conceive  the  grief, 
the  fear,  and   confternation  which   mufl:  ne- 
ceffarily  diftracfl  them.     W^e   feel,  ourfelves, 
fome  degree  of  thofe  pafnons,  and  therefore 
fympathize   with   them :    but  as  we  do   not 
grow  hungry  by  reading  the  defcription,  we 
cannot  properly,  even  in  this  cafe,  be  faid  to 
fympathize  with  their  hunger. 

It  is  the  fame   cafe  with   the   pafTion   by 

which  Nature  unites  the  two  fexes.    Though 

naturally  th^  moll  furious  of  all  thepafllons,  all 

2  flrong 
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flrong  expreffions  of  It  are  upon  every  occa- 
fion  indecent,  even  between  perfons  in  whom 
its  moil:  complete  indulgence  is  acknowledged 
by  all  laws,  both  human  and  divine,  to  be 
perfedly  innocent.  There  feems,  however, 
to  be  fome  degree  of  fympathy  even  with 
this  paffion.  To  talk  to  a  woman  as  we 
fhould  to  a  man  is  improper :  it  is  expected 
that  their  company  fhould  infpire  us  with 
more  gaiety,  more  pleafantry,  and  more  at- 
tention ;  and  an  intire  infenfibility  to  the  fair 
fex,  renders  a  man  contemptible  in  fome 
meafure  even  to  the  men. 

Such  is  our  averfion  for  all  the  appetites 
which  take  their  origin  from  the  body :  all 
ftrong  expreffions  of  them  are  loathfome 
and  difagreeable.  According  to  fome  ancient 
philofophers,  thefe  are  the  paffions  which  we 
fhare  in  common  with  the  brutes,  and  which 
having  no  connexion  wath  the  charad;eriftical 
qualities  of  human  nature,  are  upon  that  ac- 
qount  beneath  its  dignity.  But  there  are 
many  other  paffions  which  we  fhare  in  com- 
mon with  the  brutes,  fuch  as  refentment, 
natural  affedtion,  even  gratitude,  which  do 
not,  upon  that  account,  appear  to  be  fo 
brutal.  The  true  caufe  of  the  peculiar  dif- 
guft  which  we  conceive  for  the  appetites  of 
the  body  when  we  fee  them  in  other  men,  is 

that 
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that  we  cannot  enter  into  them.  To  the 
perlon  himielf  who  feels  them,  as  icon  as 
they  are  gratified,  the  objedl:  that  excited 
them  ceafcs  to  be  agreeable :  even  its  prc- 
fence  often  becomes  oftenfive  to  him ;  he 
looks  round  to  no  purpofe  for  the  charm 
which  tranfported  him  the  moment  before, 
and  he  can  now  as  little  enter  into  his  own 
pallion  as  another  perfon.  When  we  have 
dined,  we  order  the  covers  to  be  removed  ; 
and  we  lliould  treat  in  the  fame  manner  the 
objeds  of  the  moft  ardent  and  paffionate  de- 
fires,  if  they  were  the  objedls  of  no  other 
paifions  but  thofe  which  take  their  origin 
from  th€  body. 

In  the  command  of  thofe  appetites  of  the 
body  cc^ififts  that  virtue  which  is  properly 
called  temperance.  To  retrain  them  within 
thofe  bounds,  which  regard  to  health  and  for- 
tune prefcribes,  is  the  part  of  prudence.  But 
to  confine  them  within  thofe  limits,  which 
gi'ace,  which  propriety,  which  delicacy,  and 
modefty,  require,  is  the  ofticc  of  temperance. 

2.  It  is  for  the  fame  rcafon  that  to  crv  out 
with  bodily  pain,  how  intolerable  foever, 
appears  always  unmanly  and  unbeconiing. 
There  is,  however,  a  good  deal  of  fvmpathy 
with  bodily  pain.  If,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved,  I  fee  a  Uroke  aimed,  and  juft  ready 

to 
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to  fall  upon  the  leg  or  arm  of  another  per- 
fbn,  I  naturally  (hrink  and  draw  back  my 
own  leg,  or  my  own  arm  :  and  when  it 
does  fall,  I  feel  it  in  fome  meafure,  and  am 
hurt  by  it  as  well  as  the  fufferer.  My  hurt, 
however,  is,  no  doubt,  excefTively  flight,  and, 
upon  that  account,  if  he  makes  any  violent 
out-cry,  as  I  cannot  go  along  with  him,  I 
never  fail  to  defpife  him.  And  this  is  the 
cafe  of  all  the  paffions  which  take  their  origin 
from  the  body :  they  excite  either  no  fympa- 
thy  at  all,  or  fuch  a  degree  of  it,  as  is  altoge- 
ther difproportioned  to  the  violence  of  what 
is  felt  by  the  fuiferer. 

It  is  quite  otherwife  with  thofe  paffions 
which  take  their  origin  from  the  imagina- 
tion. The  frame  of  my  body  can  be  but 
little  affected  by  the  alterations  which  are 
brought  about  upon  that  of  my  companion : 
but  my  imagination  is  more  dudtile,  and 
more  readily  aillunes,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  the 
fliape  and  configuration  of  the  imaginations 
of  thofe  with  whom  I  am  familiar.  A  dif- 
appointment  in  love,  or  ambition,  will,  upon 
this  account,  call  forth  more  fympathy  than 
the  greateft  bodily  evil.  Thofe  paflTions  arife 
altogether  from  the  imagination.  The  per- 
fon  wdio  has  loft  his  whole  fortune,  if  he  is 
in  health,  feels  nothing  in  his  body.     What 

he 
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he  fufiers  is  from  the  imagination  only, which 
reprcrcnts  to  him  the  lois  of  his  dignity,  ne- 
glect from  his  friends,  contempt  from  his  ene- 
mies, dcpendance,  want,  and  mifery,  coming 
faft  upon  him  i  and  we  fympathize  with  him 
more  flrongly  upon  this  account,  becaufe  our 
imaginations  can  more  readily  mould  them- 
felves  upon  his  imagination,  than  our  bodies 
can  mould  thcmfelvcs  upon  his  body. 

The  lofs  of  a  leg  may  generally  be  regarded 
as  a  more  real  calamity  than  the  lofs  of  a 
miftrefs.  It  would  be  a  ridiculous  tragedy, 
however,  of  which  the  cataftrophe  was  to 
turn  upon  a  lofs  of  that  kind.  A  misfortune 
of  the  other  kind,  how  frivolous  foever  it 
may  appear  to  be,  has  given  occafion  to 
many  a  line  one. 

Nothing  is  fo  foon  forgot  as  pain.  The 
moment  it  is  gone,  the  whole  agony  of  it  is 
over,  and  the  thought  of  it  can  no  longer  give 
us  any  fort  of  difturbance.  We  ourfelves 
cannot  then  enter  into  the  anxiety  and  an- 
guifh  which  we  had  before  conceived.  An 
unguarded  word  from  a  friend  will  occafion 
a  more  durable  uneafmefs.  The  agony 
which  this  creates  is  by  no  means  over  with 
the  word.  What  at  firfl  difturbs  us  is  not 
the  objedl  of  the  fenfes,  but  the  idea  of  the 
imagination.      As   it  is    an  idea,    therefore, 
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which  Gccafions  our  imeafinefs,  till  time  and 
other  accidents  have  in  fome  meafure  effaced 
it  from  our  memory,  the  imagination  conti- 
nues to  fret  and  rankle  within,  from  the 
thought  of  it. 

Pain  never  calls  forth  any  very  lively  fym- 
pathy  unlefs  it  is  accompanied  with  danger. 
We  fympathize  with  the  fear,  though  not 
with  the  agony  of  the  fufferer.  Fear,  how- 
ever, is  a  paffion  derived  altogether  from  the 
imagination,  which  reprefents,  with  an  uncer- 
tainty and  fluduation  that  increafes  our  anx- 
iety, not  what  we'  really  feel,  but  what  we 
may  hereafter  pofTibly  fuifer.  The  gout  or 
the  tooth-ach,  though  exquilitely  painful, 
excite  very  little  fympathy  ;  more  dangerous 
difeafes,  though  accompanied  with  very  little 
pain,  excite  the  higheft. 

Some  people  faint  and  grow  fick  at  the 
fight  of  a  chirurgical  operation,  and  that 
bodily  pain  which  is  occafioned  by  tearing 
the  fiefh,  feems,  in  them,  to  excite  the  mofl: 
exceflivc  fympathy.  We  conceive  in  a  much 
more  lively  and  cliflindt  manner  the  pain 
which  proceeds  from  an  external  caufe,  than 
w^e  do  that  which  arifes  from  an  internal  dif- 
crder.  I  can  fcarce  form  an  idea  of  the  ago- 
nies of  my  neighbour  when  he  is  tortured 
witli  the  gout  or  the  ftone ;  but  I  have  the 
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clearefl:  conception  of  what  he  murt:  fufler 
from  an  incifion,  a  wound,  or  a  fradure. 
The  chief  cauCe,  however,  why  fuch  objects 
produce  fuch  violent  effe(fls  upon  us,  is  their 
novelty.  One  who  has  been  witnefs  to  a 
dozen  dlfleQions,  and  as  many  amputations, 
fees,  ever  after,  all  operations  of  this  kind 
with  great  indifference,  and  often  with  per- 
fed:  infenfibility.  Though  we  have  read  or 
iecn  reprefented  more  than  five  hundred 
tragedies,  we  Ihall  feldom  feel  fo  entire  an 
abatement  of  our  fenfibility  to  the  objects 
which  they  reprefent  to  us. 

In  fome  of  the  Greek  tragedies  tliere  is  an 
attempt  to  excite  compafTion,  by  the  repre- 
fcntation  of  the  agonies  of  bodily  pain.  Phi- 
lo6letes.  cries  out  and  faints  from  the  extre- 
mity of  his  fufferings.  Hippolytusand  Pler- 
cules  are  both  introduced  as  expiring  under 
the  feverefl:  tortures,  which,  it  fcems,  even 
the  fortitude  of  Hercules  was  incapable  of 
fupporting.  In  all  thefe  cafes,  however,  it  is 
not  the  pain  which  intercfts  us,  but  fome 
other  circumftancc.  It  Is  not  the  fore  foot, 
but  the  folltude,  of  Philodetes  which  affeds 
us,  and  diffufes  over  that  charming  tragedy, 
that  romantic  wildnefs,  which  is  fo  agreeable 
to  the  imagination.  The  agonies  of  Her- 
cules and  Plippolytus  are  interefting  only  be- 
E   2  caufe 
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caufe  we  forefee  that  death  is  to  be  the  con- 
fequence.  If  thofe  heroes  were  to  recover, 
we  fliould  think  the  reprefentation  of  their 
fufferings  perfecflly  ridiculous.  What  a  tra- 
gedy would  that  be,  of  which  the  diftrefs 
confifted  in  a  cholic  !  Yet  no  pain  is  more 
exquifite.  Thefe  attempts  to  excite  compaf- 
f]on  by  the  reprefentation  of  bodily  pain, 
may  be  regarded  as  among  the  greateft 
breaches  of  decorum  of  which  the  Greek 
theatre  has  fet  the  example. 

The  little  fympathy  which  we  feel  with 
bodily  pain  is  the  foundation  of  the  propriety 
of  conftancy  and  patience  in  enduring  it. 
The  man,  who  under  the  fevereft  tortures  al- 
lows no  M^eaknefs  to  efcape  him,  vents  no 
groan,  gives  way  to  no  paflion  which  we  do 
not  entirely  enter  into,  commands  our  high- 
eft  admiration.  His  firmnefs  enables  him  to 
keep  time  with  our  indifference  and  infen- 
fibility.  We  admire  and  entirely  go  along 
Vv'ith  the  magnanimous  effort  which  he  makes 
for  this  purpofe.  We  approve  of  his  beha- 
viour, and  from  our  experience  of  the  com- 
mon v/eaknefs  of  human  nature,  we  are  fur- 
prifed,  and  wonder  how  he  fliould  be  able  to 
a6t  fo  as  to  deferve  approbation.  Approba- 
tion, mixed  and  animated  by  wonder  and 
furprizc,  conftitutes  the  fentiment  which  is 
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properly  called  admiration,  of  which,  applaufe 
is  the  natural  exprefTion,  as  has  already  been 
obfervcd. 


C  H  A  P.    II. 

Of  thofc  Piijfions  which  take  their  origin  from 
a  particular  turn  or  habit  of  the  hiagina^ 
iion, 

T7VEN  of  the  pafTions  derived  from  the 
'*-'  imagination,  thofe  which  take  their  ori- 
gin from  a  peculiar  turn  or  habit  it  has  ac- 
quired, though  they  may  be  acknowledged 
to  be  perfeciilly  natural,  are,  however,  but 
little  fympathized  with.  The  imaginations 
of  mankind,  not  having  acquired  that  parti- 
cular turn,  cannot  enter  into  them;  and  Uich 
padions,  though  they  may  be  allowed  to  be 
almoft:  unavoidable  in  fome  part  of  life,  are 
always,  in  lome  meafure,  ridiculous.  This  is 
the  cafe  with  that  llrong  attachment  which 
naturally  grows  up  between  two  perfons  of 
different  fexes,  who  have  long  fixed  their 
thoughts  upon  one  another.  Our  imagina- 
tion not  having  run  in  the  fame  channel  with 
that  of  the  lover,  we  cannot  enter  into  the 
£  3  eagernefs 
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ea_<;2;erners  of  his  emotions.  If  our  friend  has 
been  injured,  we  readily  fympathize  with  his 
refentment,  and  grow  angry  with  the  very  per- 
fon  with  whom  he  is  angry.  If  he  has  received 
a  benefit,  we  readily  enter  into  his  gratitude, 
and  have  a  very  high  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  his 
benefactor.  But  if  he  is  in  love,  though  we 
may  think  his  palTion  juft  as  reafonable«as  any 
of  the  kind,  yet  we  never  think  ourfelves 
bound  to  conceive  a  pafTion  of  the  fame  kind, 
and  for  the  fame  perfon  for  whom  he  has  con- 
ceived it.  The  paffion  appears  to  every 
body,  but  the  man  who  feels  it,  entirely  dif- 
proportioned  to  the  value  of  the  object;  and 
love,  though  it  is  pardoned  in  a  certain  age 
becaufe  we  know  it  is  natural,  is  always 
laughed  at,  becaufe  we  cannot  enter  into  it. 
All  ferious  and  ftrong  expreiPions  of  it  appear 
ridiculous  to  a  third  perfon ;.  and  though  a 
lover  may  be  good  company  to  his  miftrefs, 
he  is  fo  to  nobody  elfe.  He  himfelf  is  fen- 
fible  of  this;  and  as  long  as  he  continues  in  his 
fober  fenfes,  endeavours  to  treat  his  own  paf- 
fion with  raillery  and  ridicule.  It  is  the  only 
ftyle  in  which  we  care  to  hear  of  it ;  becaufe 
it  is  the  only  ftyle  in  which  we  ourfelves  are 
difpofed  to  talk  of  it.  We  grow  weary  of 
the  grave,  pedantic,  and  long-fentenced  love 
of  Cowley  and  Petrarca,  v/ho  never  have  done 
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with  exaggerating  the  violence  of  their  at- 
tachments ;  but  the  gaiety  of  Ovid,  and  tlic 
gallantry  of  Horace,  are  alv\'ays  agreeable. 

But  though  we  feel  no  proper  fympathy 
with  an  attachment  of  this  kind,  though  we 
never  approach  even  in  imagination  towards 
conceiving  a  paflion  for  that  particular  per- 
fon,  yet  as  we  either  have  conceived,  or  may 
be  difpofed  to  conceive,  paffions  of  the  fame 
kind,  we  readily  enter  into  thofe  high  hopes 
of  happinefs  which  are  propofed  from  its  gra- 
tification, as  well  as  into  tliat  exquifitc  diftrefs 
which  is  feared  from  its  difappointmcnt.     It 
interefts  us  not  as  a  paflion,  but  as  a  fituation 
that  gives  occafion  to  other  paffions  which 
intereft  us  ;  to  hope,  to  fear,  and  to  diftrefs 
of  every  kind :  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  a 
defcription  of  a  fea  voyage,  it  is  not  the  hun- 
ger which  interefts  us,  but  the  diftrefs  which 
that  hunger  occafions.     Though  we  do  not 
properly    enter  into   the  attachment    of  the 
lover,  we  readily  go  along  with  thole  expe(5t- 
ations  of  romantic  happinefs  which  he  derives 
from  it.     We  feel  how  natural  it  is  for  the 
mind,  in  a  certain  fituation,  relaxed  with  in- 
dolence,  and  fatigued   with  the   violence   of 
defire,  to  long  for  ferenity  and  quiet,  to  hope 
to  find  them  in  the  gratification  of  that  paf- 
fion  which  diftrac^s  it,  and  to  frame  to  itfelf 
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the  Idea  of  that  life  of  paftoral  tranquillity 
and  retirement  which  the  elegant,  the  tender, 
and  the  pafTionate  Tibiillus  takes  fo  much 
pleafure  in  defcribing  ;  a  life  like  what  the 
poets  defcribe  in  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  a  life 
of  friendfhip,  liberty,  and  repofe  ;  free  from 
labour,  and  from  care,  and  from  all  the  tur- 
bulent pafTions  which  attend  them.  Even 
fcenes  of  this  kind  intereft  us  moft,  when 
they  are  painted  rather  as  what  is  hoped, 
than  as  what  is  enjoyed.  The  groffnefs  of 
that  pafTion,  which  mixes  with,  and  is,  per- 
haps, the  foundation  of  love,  diiappears  when 
its  gratification  is  far  off  and  at  a  diftance  ; 
but  renders  the  whole  offenfive,  when  de- 
fcribed  as  what  is  immediately  poffelfed. 
The  happy  paffion,  upon  this  account,  inte- 
refts  us  much  lefs  than  the  fearful  and  the 
melancholy.  We  tremble  for  whatever  can 
difappoint  iuch  natural  and  agreeable  hopes: 
and  thus  enter  into  all  the  anxiety  and  con- 
cern, and  diftrefs  of  the  lover. 

Hence  it  is,  that,  in  fome  modern  trage- 
dies and  romances,  this  paffion  appears  fo 
wonderfully  interefting.  It  is  not  fo  much 
the  love  of  C.iftalio  and  Monimia  which  at- 
taches us  in  the  Orphan,  as  the  diftrefs  which 
that  love  occafions.  The  author  who  fhould 
introduce  two  lovers,  in  a  fcene  of  perfect  fe- 

curity, 
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curlty,  exprcfling  their  mutual  fondncfs  UjT 
one  another,  ^vould  excite  laughter  and  not 
fympathy.  If  a  fcene  of  this  kind  is  ever 
admitted  into  a  tragedy,  it  is  always,  in  feme 
meafure,  improper,  and  is  endured,  not  from 
any  fympathy  with  the  pallion  that  is  ex- 
prefl'ed  in  it,  but  from  concern  for  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  with  whicli  the  audience 
forefee  that  its  gratification  is  likely  to  be 
attended. 

The  referve  which  the  laws  of  fociety  im- 
pofe  upon  the  fair  fex,  with  regard  to  this 
weaknefs,  renders  it  more  peculiarly  diftreflf- 
ful  in  them,  and,  upon  that  very  account, 
more  deeply  intereftlng.  We  are  charmed 
with  the  love  of  Phxdra,  as  it  is  expreffed  in 
the  French  tragedy  of  that  name,  notwith- 
fianding  all  the  extravagance  and  guilt  which 
attend  it.  That  very  extravagance  and  guilt 
may  be  faid,  in  fome  meafure,  to  rccom'mend 
it  to  us.  Her  fear,  her  fliamc,  her  remorfe, 
her  horror,  her  defpair,  become  thereby  more 
natural  and  interel^ing.  All  the  fecondary 
paflions,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  them  i'o^ 
which  arife  from  tlie  fituation  of  love,  be- 
come necclfarily  more  furious  and  violent ; 
and  it  is  with  thefe  fecondary  paffions  only 
that  we  can  properly  be  faid  to  fympathize. 

Of 
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Of  all  the  paflions,  however,  which  are  fo 
extravagantly  difproportioned  to  the  value  of 
their  obje<fls,  love  is  the  only  one  that  ap- 
pears, even  to  the  weakeft  minds,  to  have 
any  thing  in  it  tbat  is  either  graceful  or 
agreeable.  In  itfelf,  firft  of  all,  though  it 
may  be  ridiculous,  it  is  not  naturally  odious ; 
and  though  its  confequences  are  often  fatal 
and  dreadful,  its  intentions  are  feldom  mif- 
chievous.  And  then,  though  there  is  little 
propriety  in  the  paiTion  itfelf,  there  is  a  good 
deal  in  fome  of  thofe  which  always  acconi'*' 
pany  it.  There  is  in  love  a  ftrong  mixture 
of  humanity,  generofity,  kindnefs,  friend- 
fhip,  efteem ;  paffions  with  which,  of  all 
others,  for  reafons  which  fhall  be  explained 
immediately,  we  have  the  greateft  propenfity 
to  fympathize,  even  notwithftanding  we  are 
fenfibie  that  they  are,  in  fome  meafure,  ex- 
ceffive.  The  fympathy  which  we  feel  with 
them,  renders  the  pafTion  which  they  accom- 
pany, lefs  difagreeable,  and  fupports  it  in  our 
imagination,  notwithftanding  all  the  vices 
"which  commonly  go  along  with  it  ;  though 
in  the  one  fex  it  neceflarily  leads  to  the  laft 
ruin  and  infamy  ;  and  though  in  the  other, 
where  it  is  apprehended  to  be  leail  fatal,  it  is 
almofl  always  attended  with  an  incapacity  for 
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labour,  a  ncglcdl  of  duty,  a  contempt  of 
fame,  and  even  of  common  reputation.  Not- 
Avltliftanding  all  tliis,  tlie  degree  of  fenfibility 
and  generofity  with  wliicli  it  is  fuppofed  to 
be  accompanied,  renders  it  to  many  the  o\>- 
je(ft  of  vanity  ;  and  they  are  fond  of  appear- 
ing capable  of  feeling  what  would  do  them  no 
honour  if  they  had  really  felt  it. 

It  is  for  a  reafon  of  the  fame  kind  that  a 
certain  referve  is  neccffary  when  we  talk  of 
our  own  friends,  our  own  ftudies,  our  own 
profeffions.  All  thefe  are  objeds  which  we 
cannot  expcft  fhould  intereft  our  companions 
in  the  fame  degree  in  which  they  intereft  us. 
And  it  is  for  w-ant  of  this  referve  that  the  one 
half  of  mankind  make  bad  company  to  the 
other.  A  philofopher  is  company  to  a  philo- 
fopher  only  ;  the  member  of  a  club  to  his 
own  little  knot  of  companions. 
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CHAP.   III. 

Of  the  ztnfoc'ial  Pafflons, 

THERE  Is  another  fet  of  paffions,  which, 
though  derived  from  the  imagination, 
yet  before  we  can  enter  into  them,  or  regard 
them  as  graceful  or  becoming,  muft  always 
be  brought  down  to  a  pitch  much  lower  than 
that  to  which  undifciplined.  nature  would 
raife  them.  Thefe  are,  hatred  and  refent- 
ment,  with  all  their  different  modifications. 
With  regard  to  all  fuch  paffions,  our  fympa- 
thy  is  divided  between  the  perfon  who  feels 
them,  and  the  perfon  who  is  the  objedt  of 
them.  The  interefts  of  thefe  two  are  di- 
recStly  oppofite.  What  our  fympathy  with 
the  perfon  who  feels  them  would  prompt  us 
to  wiQi  for,  our  fellow-feeling  with  the  other 
would  lead  us  to  fear.  As  they  are  both 
men,  we  are  concerned  for  both,  and  our  fear 
'for  what  the  one  may  fuffer,  damps  our  re- 
fentment  for  what  the  other  has  fuffered. 
Our  fympathy,  therefore,  with  the  man  who 
has  received  the  provocation,  neceffarily  falls 

fhort 
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(hort  of  the  pafTion  which  naturally  animates 
liim,  not  only  upon  account  ot  thofe  general 
cauics  which  render  all  lympathetic  paffions 
inferior  to  the  original  ones,  but  upon  account 
of  that  particular  caufe  which  is  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  our  oppofite  fympathy  with  another 
perfon.  Before  refentnlent,  therefore,  can 
become  graceful  and  agreeable,  it  muft  be 
more  humbled,  and  brought  down  below 
that  pitch  to  which  it  would  naturally  rife, 
than  almoft  any  other  paflion. 

Mankind,  at  the  fame  time,  have  a  very 
ftrong  fenfe  of  the  injuries  that  are  done  to 
another.  The  villain,  in  a  tragedy  or  ro- 
mance, is  as  much  the  objedt  of  our  indig- 
nation, as  the  hero  is  that  of  our  fympathy 
and  afFeiSlion.  We  deteft  lago  as  much  as 
we  efteem  Othello  ;  and  delight  as  much  in 
the  punifhment  of  the  one,  as  w^e  are  grieved 
at  the  diftrefs  of  the  other.  But  though 
mankind  have  fo  llrong  a  fellow-feeling  with 
the  injuries  that  are  done  to  their  brethren, 
they  do  not  always  refent  them  the  more  that 
the  iufFerer  appears  to  i^fcnt  them.  Upon 
moft  occafions,  the  greater  his  patience,  his 
mildnefs,  his  humanity,  provided  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  wants  fpirit,  or  that  fear  was 
the  motive  of  his  forbearance,  the  higher  the 
refentment   agaiaft  the   perfon   who  injured 

hi  in. 
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him.  The  amiablenefs  of  the  charader  ex- 
afperates  their  fenfe  of  the  atrocity  of  the 
injury. 

Thefe  paffions,  however,  are  regarded  as 
neceflfary  parts  of  the  charader  of  human  na- 
ture. A  perfon  becomes  contemptible  who 
tamely  fits  flill,  and  fubmits  to  infults,  with- 
out attempting  either  to  repel  or  to  revenge 
them.  We  cannot  enter  into  his  indifference 
and  infenfibility  :  we  call  his  behaviour  mean- 
fpiritednefs,  and  are  as  really  provoked  by 
it  as  by  the  infolence  of  his  adverfary.  Even 
the  mob  are  enraged  to  fee  any  man  fubmit 
patiently  to  affronts  and  ill  ufage.  They  de- 
fire  to  fee  this  infolence  refented,  and  refented 
by  the  perfon  who  fuffers  from  it.  They 
cry  to  him  with  fury,  to  defend,  or  to  re- 
venge himfelf.  If  his  indignation  roufes  at 
laft,  they  heartily  applaud  and  fympathize 
with  it.  It  enlivens  their  own  indignation 
againft  his  enemy,  whom  they  rejoice  to  fee 
him  attack  in  turn,  and  are  as  really  gratified 
by  his  revenge,  provided  it  is  not  immode- 
rate, as  if  the  injury  had  been  done  to  them- 
felves. 

But  though  the  utility  of  thofe  paffions  to 
the  individual,  by  rendering  it  dangerous  to 
infult  or  injure  him,  be  acknowledged ;  and 
though  their   utility    to   the  public,    as   the 

guardians 
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guardians  of  juflicc,  and  of  the  equality  of  its 
adminilhation,    be   not   lefs  conliderable,    as 
{hall   be   fliewn    hereafter ;  yet  there   is   flill 
fomething  dlfagreeable  in  the  palFions  them- 
felves,  which  makes  the  appearance  of  them 
in  other  men  the  natural  objedt  of  our  aver- 
fion.     The  expreflion  of  anger  towards  any 
body  prcfent,  if  it  exceeds  a  bare  intimation 
that  we  are  fenfible  of  his  ill  ufage,  is  re- 
garded not  only  as  an  infult  to  that  particular 
perfon,  but  as  a  rudcnefs  to  the  whole  cem- 
pany.     Relpe<5l  for  them  ought  to  have  re- 
flrained  us  from  giving  way  to  fo  boifterous 
and  offenfive  an  emotion.     It  is  the  remote 
cfl'edis  of  thefe  paffions  which  are  agreeable  ; 
the  immediate  effeds  are  mifchief  to  the  per- 
fon againil  whom  they  are  dire<^ed.      But  it 
is  the  immediate,  and  not  the  remote  efieds 
of  objed.s  which  rendtr  them  agreeable  or 
difagreeable  to  the  imagination.     A  prifon  is 
certainly  more  ufeful  to  the  public  than  a  pa- 
lace ;  and  the  perfon  who  founds  the  one  is 
generally  directed  by  a  much  jufter  fpirit  of 
patriotifm,  than  he  who  builds  the  other.    But 
the  immediate  efted:s  of  a  prifon,  the  confine- 
ment of  the  wretches  fhut  up  in  it,  are  dif- 
agreeable, and  the  imagination  either    does 
not  take  time  to  trace  out  the  remote  ones, 
or  fees  them  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be 
2  much 
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much  affected  by  them.  A  prlfon,  therefore, 
will  always  be  a  dif^igreeable  objed:  ;  and  the 
fitter  it  is  for  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was 
intended,  it  will  be  the  more  fo.  A  palace, 
on  the  contrary,  will  always  be  agreeable ; 
yet  its  remote  effedts  may  often  be  inconve- 
nient to  the  public.  It  may  ferve  to  promote 
hixury,  and  fet  the  example  of  the  diflblution 
of  manners.  Its  immediate  effects,  however, 
the  conveniency,  the  pleafure,  and  the  gaiety  , 
of  the  people  who  live  in  it,  being  all  agree- 
able, and  fuggefting  to  the  imagination  a 
thoufand  agreeable  ideas,  that  faculty  gene- 
rally refts  upon  them,  and  feldom  goes  far- 
ther in  tracing  its  more  diflant  confequences. 
Trophies  of  the  inflruments  of  mufic  or  of 
agriculture,  imitated  in  painting  or  in  ftucco, 
make  a  common  and  an  agreeable  ornament 
of  our  halls  and  dining  rooms.  A  trophy  of 
the  fame  kind,  compofed  of  the  inftruments 
of  furgery,  of  difleding  and  amputation- 
knives,  of  laws  for  cutting  the  bones,  of  tre- 
panning inflruments,  &c.  would  be  abfurd 
and  fliocking.  Inftruments  of  furgery,  how- 
ever, are  always  more  finely  polifhed,  and 
generally  more  nicely  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  are  intended,  than  in- 
ftruments of  agriculture.  The  remote  effeds 
of  them   too,  the  health   of  the   patient,  is 

agreeable ; 
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agreeable ;  yet  as  the  immediate  efFedl  of 
them  is  pain  and  i'uffering,  the  fight  of  them 
always  diijileafes  us.  Inllriiments  of  war  are 
agreeable,  though  their  immediate  effei^l  may 
fcem  to  be  in  the  fame  manner  pain  and  fut- 
fering.  But  then  it  is  tlie  pain  and  fuffering 
of  our  enemies,  with  whom  we  have  no 
fympathy.  With  regard  to  us,  they  are  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  agreeable  ideas 
of  courage,  vidtory,  and  honour.  They  are 
themfclves,  therefore,  fuppofed  to  make  one 
of  the  nobleft  parts  of  drefs,  and  the  imita- 
tion of  them  one  of  the  fincft  ornaments  of 
architecture.  It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  the 
qualities  of  the  mind.  The  ancient  ftoics 
were  of  opinion,  that  as  the  world  was  go- 
verned by  the  all-ruling  providence  of  a  wife, 
powerful,  and  good  God,  every  fmgle  event 
ought  to  be  regarded,  as  making  a  ncceflary 
part  of  the  plan  of  the  univerfe,  and  as  tend- 
ing to  promote  the  general  order  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  whole  :  that  the  vices  and  follies 
of  mankind,  therefore,  made  as  neceffary  a 
part  of  this  plan  as  their  wifdom  or  their  vir- 
tue;  and  by  that  eternal  art  which  educes 
good  from  ill,  were  made  to  tend  equally  to 
the  profperity  and  perfection  of  the  great 
fyftem  of  nature.  No  fpcculation  of  this 
kind,  however,  how  deeply  focver  it  might 
VOJ-.  I.  F  be 
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be  rooted  in  the  mind,  could  dlmlniih  our 
natural  abhorrence  for  vice,  whofe  immediate 
effeds  are  fo  deftruclive,  and  whofe  remote 
ones  are  too  diftant  to  be  traced  by  the  ima- 
gination. 

It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  thofe  pafTions  we 
have  been  juft  now  confidering.     Their  im- 
mediate effeds  are  fo  difagrecable,  that  even 
when  they  are  moft  juftly  provoked,  there  is 
ftill  fomething  about  them  which  difgufts  us. 
Thefe,   therefore,    are   the    only  paffions    of 
which  the  exprefTions,  as  I  formerly  obferved, 
do  not  difpoie  and  prepare  us  to  fympathize 
with  them,  before  we  are  informed  of  the 
caufe   which   excites   them.      The    plaintive 
voice  of  mifery,  when  heard  at  a  diftance, 
will  not  allow  us  to  be  indifferent  about  the 
perfon  from  whom  it  comes.     As  foon  as  it 
ftrikes  our  ear,  it  interefts  us  in  his  fortune, 
and,  if  continued,  forces  us  almofl:  involunta- 
rily to  fly  to  his  affiftance.     The  fight  of  a 
fmiling  countenance,   in  the    fame   manner, 
elevates  even  the  penfive  into  that  gay  and 
airy  mood,  which  difpofes  him  to  fympathize 
with,  and  fliare  the  joy  which  it  expreffes ; 
and   he  feels  his  heart,  which  with  thought 
and  care  w^as  before  that  fhrunk  and  depreile'd, 
inftantly  expanded  and  elated.     But  it  is  quite 
otherwife  with  the  expreffions  of  hatred  and 

xefent- 
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refentment.  The  hoarfe,  boifteroiis,  and  dif- 
cordant  voice  of  anger,  when  heard  at  a  dlf- 
tance,  infpires  us  cither  with  fear  or  averfion. 
We  do  not  fly  towards  it,  as  to  one  wlio  cries 
out  with  pain  and  agony.  Women,  and  men 
of  weak  nerves,  tremble  and  are  overcome 
with  fear,  though  fenfible  that  themfelves  arc 
not  the  objeds  of  the  anger.  They  conceive, 
fear,  however,  by  putting  themfelves  in  the 
Tituation  of  the  perfon  who  is  fo.  Even  thofe 
of  ftouter  hearts  are  difturbed  ;  not  indeed 
enough  to  make  them  afraid,  but  enough  to 
make  them  angry ;  for  anger  is  the  pafTion 
which  they  would  feel  in  the  fituation  of  the 
other  perfon.  It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  ha- 
tred. Mere  expreffions  of  fpite  infpire  it 
againfl:  nobody,  but  the  man  who  ufes  them. 
Both  thefe  palfions  are  by  nature  the  ohjedls 
of  our  averfion.  Their  difagreeable  and  boif. 
terous  appearance  never  excites,  never  pre- 
pares, and  often  diflurbs  our  fympathy.  Grief 
does  not  more  powerfully  engage  and  attra<ft 
us  to  the  perfon  in  whom  we  obfcrve  it,  than 
thefe,  while  we  are  ignorant  of  their  caufe, 
difgufl  and  detach  us  from  him.  It  was,  it 
feems,  the  intention  of  Nature,  that  thofe 
rougher  and  more  unamiable  emotions, 
which  drive  men  from  one  another,  fhould 
be  Icls  eafily  and  more  rarely  communicated. 
F  2  When 
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When  mufic  imitates  the  modulations  of 
grief  or  joy,  it  either  actually  infpires  us  with 
thofe  pairions,  or  at  Icafl:  puts  us  in  the  mood 
which  difpofes  us  to  conceive  them.  But 
when  it  imitates  the  notes  of  anger,  it  in- 
fpires us  with  fear.  Joy,  grief,  love,  admir- 
ation, devotion,  are  all  of  them  paffions  which 
are  naturally  mufical.  Their  natural  tones 
are  all  foft,  clear,  and  melodious ;  and  they 
naturally  exprefs  themfelves  in  periods  which 
are  diftinguifhed  by  regular  paufes,  and  which 
upon  that  account  are  eafily  adapted  to  the 
regular  returns  of  the  correfpondent  airs  of  a 
tune.  The  voice  of  anger,  on  the  contrary, 
and  of  all  the  paffions  w^hich  are  akin  to  it,  is 
harfh  and  difcordant.  Its  periods  too  are  all 
irregular,  fometimes  very  long,  and  fome- 
times  very  fhort,  and  diftinguiflied  by  no  re- 
gular paufes.  It  is  with  difficulty,  therefore, 
that  mufic  can  imitate  any  of  thofe  paffions ; 
and  the  mufic  which  does  imitate  them  is  not 
the  moft  agreeable.  A  whole  entertainment 
may  confift,  without  any  impropriety,  of  the 
imitation  af  the  focial  and  agreeable  paffions. 
It  would  be  a  ftrange  entertainment  which 
confifted  altogether  of  the  imitations  of  hatred 
and  refcptment. 

If  thofe   paffions   are   difagreeable  to  the 
fpcdator  they  are  not  lefs  fo  to  the  perfon 

who 
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who  feels  tlicm.  Hatred  and  anger  are  the 
greateft  poifon  to  the  happhicfs  of  a  good 
mind.  There  is,  in  the  very  feeling  of  thofe 
paflions,  fomething  harfh,  jarring,  and  con- 
vulfivc,  fomething  that  tears  and  diftrads  the 
breaft,  and  is  altogether  deikudlive  of  that 
compofure  and  tranquillity  of  mind  which  is 
fo  necelTary  to  happinefs,  and  which  is  beft 
promoted  by  the  contrary  pafTions  of  grati- 
tude and  love.  It  is  not  the  value  of  what 
they  lofe  by  the  perfidy  and  ingratitude  of 
thofe  they  live  with,  which  the  generous  and 
humane  are  moft  apt  to  regret.  Whatever 
they  may  have  loft,  they  can  generally  be 
rery  happy  without  it.  What  moft  difturbs 
them  is  the  idea  of  perfidy  and  ingratitude 
exercifed  towards  themfelves ;  and  the  dif- 
cordant  and  difagreeable  paftions  which  this 
excites,  conftitute,  in  their  own  opinion,  the 
chief  part  of  the  injury  which  they  fuffer. 

How  many  things  are  requlfite  to  render 
the  gratification  of  refentment  completely 
agreeable,  and  to  make  the  fptctator  tho- 
roughly fympathlze  with  our  revenge  ?  The 
provocation  muft  firft  of  all  be  fuch  that  we 
fhould  become  contemptible,  and  be  expofed 
to  perpetual  infults,  if  wc  did  not,  in  fome 
meafur^,  refent  it.  Smaller  offences  are  al- 
ways better  negledcd  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing 
r  3  more 
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more  defplcable  than  that  froward  and  cap- 
tious humour  which  takes  fire  upon  every 
flight  occafion  of  quarrel.  We  (hould  refent 
more  from  a  fenfe  of  the  propriety  of  refent- 
ment,  from  a  fenfe  that  mankind  expecft  and 
require  it  of  us,  than  becaufe  we  feel  in  our- 
felves  the  furies  of  that  difagreeable  paflion. 
There  is  no  pafTion,  of  which  the  human 
mind  is  capable^  concerning  whofe  juftnefs  we 
ought  to  be  fo  doubtful,  concerning  whofe  in- 
dulgence we  ought  fo  carefully  to  confult  our 
natural  fenfe  of  propriety,  or  fo  diligently  to 
confider  what  will  be  the  fentiments  of  the 
cool  and  impartial  fpe6:ator.  Magnanimity, 
or  a  regard  to  maintain  our  own  rank  and 
dignity  in  fociety,  is  the  only  motive  which 
can  ennoble  the  exprefTions  of  this  difagree- 
able paflion.  This  motive  muft  characterize 
our  whole  ftyle  and  deportment.  Thefe  m.uft 
be  plain,  open,  and  direct  ;  determined  with^ 
out  pofitivenefs,  and  elevated  without  info- 
lence ;  not  only  free  from  petulance  and  low 
fcurrility,  but  generous,  candid,  and  full  of 
all  proper  regards,  even  for  the  perfon  who 
has  offended  us.  It  muft  appear,  in  fliort, 
from  our  whole  manner,  without  our  labour- 
ing afftdedly  to  exprefs  it,  that  paflion  has 
not  extini:uifhed  our  humanity;  andthat  if 
we  yield  to  the  didates  of  revenge,  it  is  with 

reludlance^ 
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reludance,  from  neceflity,  and  In  cbnfequencc 
of  great  and  repeated  provocations.  When 
refcntment  is  guarded  and  qualilied  in  this 
manner,  it  may  be  admitted  to  be  even  gene- 
rous and  noble. 


CHAP.    IV. 
Of  the  focial  Pajfiojis. 


A 


s  It  IS  a  divided  fympathy  which  renders 
the  whole  fet  of  paflions  juft  now  men- 
tioned, upon  moft  occafions,  fo  ungraceful 
and  difagreeable ;  fo  there  is  another  fet  op- 
pofite  to  thefe,  which  a  redoubled  fympathy 
renders  almoft  always  peculiarly  agreeable 
and  becoming.  Generofity,  humanity,  kind- 
nefs,  compafTion,  mutual  friendlhip,  and 
efteem,  -  all  the  focial  and  benevolent  af- 
fections, when  exprcffed  in  the  countenance 
or  behaviour,  even  towards  thofe  who  are 
not  peculiarly  connedted  with  ^urfelves, 
pleafe  the  indifferent  fpedator  upon  almoft 
every  occalion.  His  fympathy  with  the 
perlon  who  feels  thofe  paflions  exad:ly  coin- 
cides with  his  concern  for  the  perlon  who  is 
the  object  of  them.  The  intereft,  which,  as 
a  man,  he  is  obliged  to  take  in  the  happinefs 
F  4  of 
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of  this  laft,  enlivens  his  fellow-feeling  v^ith 
the  fentiments  of  the  other,  whofe  emotions 
are  employed  about  the  fame  object.  We 
have  always,  therefore,  the  ftrongeft  difpofi- 
tion  to  fympathize  with  the  benevolent  affee- 
tions.  They  appear  in  every  refpet^  agree- 
able to  us.  We  enter  into  the  fatisfacflion 
both  of  the  perfon  who  feels  them,  and  of 
the  perfon  who  is  the  objefl  of  them.  For 
as  to  be  the  obje<ft  of  hatred  and  indignation 
gives  more  pain  than  all  the  evil  which  a 
brave  man  can  fear  from  his  enemies, ;  fo 
there  is  a  fatisfadion  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
being  beloved,  which,  to  a  perfon  of  deli- 
cacy and  fenfibility,  is  of  more  importance  to 
happinefs  than  all  the  advantage  which  he 
can  expedl  to  derive  from  it.  What  charac- 
ter is  fo  deteftable  as  that  of  one  who  takes 
pleafure  to  fow  diflenfion  among  friends,  and 
to  turn  their  moft  tender  love  into  mortal 
haired  ?  Yet  wherein  does  the  atrocity  of  this 
fo  much  abhorred  injury  confifi;  ?  Is  it  in  de- 
priving them  of  the  frivolous  good  offices, 
which,  had  their  friendfhip  continued,  they 
might  have  expected  from  one  another  ?  It 
is  in  depriving  them  of  that  friendfhip  itfelf, 
in  robbing  them  of  each  other's  affedions, 
from  which  both  derived  fo  much  fatisfacr 
tion  J    it    is    in    diflurbing  the   harmony  of 

their 
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their  hearts,  and  putting  an  end  to  that  happy 
commerce  which  had  before  liiblilled  be- 
tween them.  Thcle  affections,  that  har^ 
mony,  this  commerce,  are  feh,  not  only  by 
the  tender  and  the  deUcate,  but  by  the  rudelt 
vulgar  of  mankind,  to  be  of  more  impcrt--' 
ance  to  happinefs  than  all  the  little  fervices 
which  could  be  expected  to  fiow  from  them. 
The  fcntiment  of  love  is,  in  itfelf,  agree- 
able to  the  perfon  who  feels  it.  It  foothes 
and  compofcs  the  brcaft,  feems  to  favour  the 
vital  motions,  and  to  promote  the  healthful 
ftate  of  the  human  conftitution  ;  and  it  is 
rendered  Hill  more  delightful  by  the  con-r 
fcioufnefs  of  the  gratitude  and  fatisfadion 
which  it  mult  excite  in  him  who  is  the  ob- 
ject of  it.  Their  mutual  regard  renders  them 
happy  in  one  another,  and  fympathy,  with 
this  mutual  regard,  makes  them  agreeable  to 
every  other  perfon.  With  what  pleafure  do 
we  look  upon  a  family  through  the  w^hole  of 
which  reign  mutual  love  and  efteem,  where 
the  parents  and  children  are  companions  for 
one  another,  without  any  other  difference 
than  what  is  made  by  refpedful  affection  on 
the  one  fide,  and  kind  indulgence  on  the 
other  ;  where  freedom  and  fondnefs,  mutual 
railleiy  and  mutual  kindnefs,  fhow  that  no 
oppofition  of  intereft   divides  the  brothers, 

nor 
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nor  any  rivalfhlp  of  favour  fets  the  fifters  at 
variance,  and  where  every  thing  prefents  us 
with  the  idea  of  peace,  cheerfulnefs,  har- 
mony, and  contentment  ?  On  the  contrary, 
how  iineafy  are  we  made  when  we  go  into  a 
houfe  in  which  jarring  contention  fets  one 
half  of  thofe  who  dwell  in  it  againft  the 
other;  where,  amidft  affeded  fmoothnefs 
and  complaifance,  fufpicious  looks  and  fud- 
den  ftarts  of  pafTion  betray  the  mutual  jea- 
louiies  which  burn  within  them,  and  which 
are  every  moment  ready  to  burft  out  through 
ail  the  reftraints  which  the  prefence  of  the 
company  impofes  ? 

Thofe  amiable  paflions,  even  when  they 
are  acknowledged  to  be  exceffive,  are  never 
regarded  with  averfion.  There  is  fomething 
agreeable  even  in  the  weaknefs  of  friendfhip 
and  humanity.  The  too  tender  mother,  and 
the  too  indulgent  father,  the  too  generous 
and  affedionate  friend,  may  fometimes,  per- 
haps, on  account  of  the  foftnefs  of  their  na- 
tures, be  looked  upon  with  a  fpecies  of  pity, 
in  which,  however,  there  is  a  mixture  of 
love;  but  can  never  be  regarded  with  hatred 
and  averfion,  nor  even  with  contempt,  unlefs 
by  the  mofi:  brutal  and  w^orthlefs  of  mankind. 
It  is  alw\iys  wnth  concern,  with  fympathy  and 
kindnefs,  that  we  blame  them  for  the  extra- 
vagance 
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vagance  of  tliclr  attachment.  There  is  a 
hclplefTnefs  in  the  charadcr  of  extreme  hu- 
manity which  more  than  anything  intercfts 
our  pity.  There  is  nothing  in  itl'clf  which 
renders  it  cither  ungraceful  or  dlfiigrceahle. 
We  only  regret  that  it  is  unfit  for  the  world, 
becaufe  the  world  is  unworthy  of  it,  and  he- 
caufe  it  mufl:  expofe  the  perfon  who  is  en- 
dowed with  it  as  a  prey  to  the  perfidy  and 
ingratitude  of  infmuating  falfehood,  and  to  a 
thoufand  pains  and  uneafineiTes,  which,  of  all 
men,  he  the  leaft  defci"ves  to  feel,  and  which 
generally  too  he  is,  of  all  men,  the  leaft  capa- 
ble of  fupporting.  It  is  quite  otherwife  with 
hatred  and  refentment.  Too  violent  a  pro- 
penfity  to  thofe  deteftable  pafTions,  renders  a 
perfon  the  objecfl  of  univerfal  dread  and  ab- 
horrence, who,  like  a  wnld  beafl:,  ought,  we 
think,  to  be  hunted  out  of  all  civil  fociety. 


CHAP.   V. 
Ofthcfclfifh  Pajfions, 

T>ES1DES  thofe  two  oppofite  fets  of  paflions, 
•*-^  the  fecial  and  unfocial,  there  is  another 
which  holds  a  fort  of  middle  place  between 

them ; 
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them  ;  is  never  either  fo  graceful  as  is  fome- 
times  the  one  fet,  nor  is  ever  fo  odious  as  is 
fometimes  the  other.  Grief  and  joy,  whea 
conceived  upon  account  of  our  own  private 
good  or  bad  fortune,  conftitute  this  third  fet 
of  pafFions.  Even  when  exceflive,  they  are 
never  fo  difagreeable  as  exceffive  refentment, 
becaufe  no  oppofite  fympatby  can  ever  inter- 
eft  us  againft  thein  :  and  when  moft  fuitable 
to  their  objects,  they  are  never  fo  agreeable 
as  impartial  humanity  and  juft  benevolence  ; 
becaufe  no  double  fympatby  can  ever  intereft 
us  for  them.  There  is,  however,  this  dif- 
ference between  grief  and  joy,  that  we  are 
generally  moft  difpofed  to  fympathize  with 
fmall  joys  and  great  forrows.  The  man  who, 
by  fome  fudden  revolution  of  fortune,  is 
lifted  up  all  at  once  into  a  condition  of  life, 
greatly  above  what  he  had  formerly  Uved  in, 
may  be  aflured  that  the  congratulations  of  his 
beft  friends  are  not  all  of  them  perfedtly  fm- 
cere.  An  upftart,  though  of  the  greateft  me- 
rit, is  generally  d.ilagreeable,  and  a  fentiment 
of  envy  commonly  prevents  us  from  heartily 
fympathizing  with  his  joy.  If  he  has  any 
judgment,  he  is  fenfible  of  this,  and  inftead 
of  appearing  to  be  elated  with  his  good  for- 
tune, he  endeavours,  as  much  as  he  can,  to 
fmother  his  joy,  and  keep  down  that  eleva- 
tion 
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tlon  of  mind  with  which  his  new  clrcnm* 
itances  naturally  infpire  him.  He  affeds  the 
lame  plainnefs  of  tlrels,  and  the  fame  modefty 
of  behaviour,  wliich  became  him  in  his  for- 
mer ftation.  He  redoubles  his  attention  to 
his  old  friends,  and  endeavours  more  than 
ever  to  be  humble,  afTiduous,  and  complai- 
fant.  And  this  is  the  behaviour  which  in  his 
fituaiion  we  moft  approve  of;  becaufe  we 
expedl,  it  fcems,  that  he  Ihould  have  more 
fympathv  with  our  envy  and  averfion  to  his 
happinefs,  than  we  have  to  his  happlnefs.  It 
is  feldom  that  with  all  this  he  fuccceds.  We 
fufpedt  the  fmcerity  of  his  humility,  and  he 
grows  weary  of  this  conftraint.  In  a  little 
time,  therefore,  he  generally  leaves  all  his 
old  friends  behind  him,  fome  of  the  meaneft 
of  them  excepted,  who  may,  perhaps,  con- 
defcend  to  become  his  dependants :  nor  does 
he  always  acquire  any  new  ones ;  the  pride 
of  his  new  connedtions  is  as  much  affronted 
at  finding  him  their  equal,  as  that  of  his  old 
ones  had  been  by  his  becoming  their  fupc- 
rior :  and  it  requires  the  moft  obftinate  and 
perfevering  modefty  to  atone  for  this  morti- 
fication to  either.  He  generally  grows 
weary  too  foon,  and  is  provoked,  by  t];e  ful- 
Jen  and  fufpicious  pride  of  the  one,  and  by 
the  faucy  contempt  of  the  other,  to  treat  the 

Ml 
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firft  with  negledt,  and  the  fecond  with  petu- 
lance, till  at  iaft  he  grows  habitually  infolent, 
and  forfeits  the  efteem  of  all.  If  the  chief 
part  of  human  happinefs  arifes  from  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  being  beloved,  as  I  believe  it 
does,  thofe  fudden  changes  of  fortune  feldom 
contribute  much  to  happinefs.  He  is  hap- 
pieft  who  advances  more  gradually  to  great- 
nefs,  whom  the  public  deftines  to  every  ftep 
of  his  preferment  long  before  he  arrives  at  it, 
in  whom,  upon  that  account,  when  it  comes, 
it  can  excite  no  extravagant  joy,  and  with 
regard  to  whom  it  cannot  reafonably  create 
either  any  jealoufy  in  thofe  he  overtakes,  or 
any  envy  in  thofe  he  leaves  behind. 

Mankind,  however,  more  readily  fympa- 
thize  with  thofe  fmaller  joys  which  flow  from 
lefs  important  caufes.  It  is  decent  to  be 
humble  amidft  great  profperity ;  but  we  can 
fcarce  exprefs  too  much  fatisfadion  in  all  the 
little  occurrences  of  common  life,  in  the  com- 
pany with  which  we  fpent  the  evening  Iaft 
night,  in  the  entertainment  that  was  fet  be- 
fore us,  in  what  was  faid  and  what  was  done, 
in  all  the  little  incidents  of  the  prefent  con-" 
verfation,  and  in  all  thofe  frivolous  nothings 
which  fill  up  the  void  of  human  life.  No- 
thing is  more  graceful  than  habitual  cheerful- 
nefs,  which  is  always  founded  upon  a  pecii- 
9  liar 
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liar  relifh  for  all   the  little  plcafurcs  which 
commoa    occurrences    afford.       \Vc    readily 
fympathizc  with  it :   it  infpires  us    with   the 
lame  joy,  and   makes  every  trifle  turn  up  to 
us  in  the  fame  agreeable  afpedt  in   which  it 
preients  itl'elf  to   the  peribn   endowed  with 
this   happy   difpofition.       Hence    it    is    that 
youth,  the  I'eafon  of  gaiety,  fo  eafily  engages 
our  affedions.     That  propenfity  to  joy  which 
feems  even   to  animate  the   bloom,    and  to 
fparkle  from  the  eyes  of  youth    and  beauty, 
though  in  a  perfon    of  the   fame  fex,  exalts, 
even  the  aged,  to  a  more  joyous  mood  thaa 
ordinary.     They  forget,  for  a  time,  their  in- 
firmities,   and  abandon   themfelves   to   thofe 
agreeable   ideas  and   emotions  to  which  they 
have  long  been  ftrangers,  but  which,  when 
the   prefence   of    fo   much    happinefs    recals 
them  to  their   breait,  take  their  place  there, 
like  old  acquaintance,  from  whom  they  are 
forry  to   have  ever  been  parted,  and  whom 
they  embrace  more  heartily  upon  account  of 
this  long  feparation. 

It  is  quite  otherwife  with  grief.  Small  vex- 
ations excite  no  fympathy,  but  deep  afflic- 
tion calls  forth  the  great«?ft.  The  man  who 
is  made  uneafy  by  every  little  difagreeable 
incident,  who  is  hurt  if  either  the  cook  or  the 
butler  have  failed  in  the  leaft  article  of  their 

duty, 
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duty,  who  feels  every  defedt  in  the  highsft 
ceremcnial  of  politenefs,  whether  it  be  fhewn 
to  himfelf  or  to  any  other  perfon,  who  takes 
it  amifs  that  his  intimate  friend  did  not  bid 
him  good-morrow  when  they  met  in  the 
forenoon,  and  that  his  brother  hummed  a  tune 
all  the  time  he  himfelf  was  telling  a  ftory ; 
who  is  put  out  of  humour  by  the  badnefs  of  the 
weather  when  in  the  country,  by  the  badnefs 
of  the  roads  when  upon  a  journey,  and  by 
the  want  of  company,  and  dulnefs  of  all  pub- 
lic diverfions  when  in  town :  fuch  a  perfon^ 
I  fay,  though  he  fhould  have  fome  reafon, 
will  feldom  meet  with  much  fympathy.  Joy 
is  a  pleafant  emotion,  and  we  gladly  abandon 
ourfelves  to  it  upon  the  flighteft  occafion. 
We  readily,  therefore,  fympathize  with  it  in 
others,  whenever  we  are  not  prejudiced  by 
envy.  But  grief  is  painful,  and  the  mind, 
even  when  it  is  our  own  misfortune,  natu- 
rally refills  and  recoils  from  it.  We  would 
endeavour  either  not  to  conceive  it  at  all,  or 
to  fliake  it  off  as  foon  as  we  have  conceived  it. 
Our  averfion  to  grief  will  not,  indeed,  always 
hinder  us  from  conceivino:  it  in  cur  own  cafe 
upon  very  trifling  occalions,  but  it  conftantly 
prevents  us  from  fympathizing  with  it  in 
others  when  excited  by  the  like  frivolotts 
caufes  :  for  our  fympathetic  paffions  are  al- 
ways 
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ways  Icfs  lircfifllblc  tlian  our  original  ones. 
There  is,  beficlcs,  a  malice  In  ii^ankind, 
which  not  only  prevents  all  fympatliy  with 
little  uneafincircs,  but  rentiers  theui  in  fnmc 
mcafiire  diverting  Hence  the  delight  which 
we  all  take  in  raillery,  and  in  the  firiall  vexa- 
tion which  we  obferve  in  our  companion 
when  he  is  pufhed,  and  urged,  and  tcal'ed 
upon  all  fides.  Men  of  tlie  moft  ordinary 
good-breeding  diflemble  the  pain  which  any 
little  incident  may  give  them,  and  thofe  who 
are  more  thoroughly  formed  to  focicty,  turn, 
of  their  own  accord,  all  fuch  incidents 
into  raillery,  as  they  know  their  companions 
will  do  for  them.  The  habit  which  a  man, 
who  lives  in  the  world,  has  acquired  of  con- 
fidcring  how  every  thing  that  concerns  him- 
felf  will  appear  to  others,  makes  thofe  frivo- 
lous calamities  turn  up  in  the  fame  ridiculous 
light  to  him,  in  which  he  knows  they  will 
certainly  be  confidered  by  them. 

Our  fympathy,  on  the  contrary,  with  deep 
diftreis,  is  very  ftrong  and  very  fmcere.  It 
is  unneceflary  to  give  an  inftance.  We  weep 
even  at  the  feigned  reprefentation  of  a  tra- 
gedy. If  you  labour,  therefore,  under  any 
fignal  calamity,  if  by  fome  extraordinary 
misfortune  you  arc  fallen  into  poverty,  into 
difeaics,    into  difgrace  and   difappointment ; 

VOL.  I.  G  even 
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even  though  your  own  fault  may  have  been, 
in  part,  the  occafion,  yet  you  may  generally 
depend  upon  the  fmcereft  fympathy  of  all 
your  friends,  and,  as  far  as  intereft  and  ho- 
nour w^ill  permit,  upon  their  kindeft  afTift- 
ance  too.  But  if  your  misfortune  is  not  of 
this  dreadful  kind,  if  you  have  only  been  a 
little  baulked  in  your  ambition,  if  you  have 
only  been  jilted  by  your  miftrefs,  or  are  only 
hen-pecked  by  your  wife,  lay  your  account 
with  the  raillery  of  all  your  acquaintance. 
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SECTION    III. 

Of  the  Effeds  of  Profperity  and  AJvcrfity 
upon  the  Judgment  of  Mankind  with  re- 
gard to  the  Propriety  of  Adion  ;  and  wliy 
it  is  more  eafy  to  obtain  their  Approbation 
in  the  one  ftate  than  in  the  other. 


CHAP.   I. 

That  though  our  fympathy  with  forrow  is  gene- 

rally  a  more  lively  fenfation   than  our  fym^ 

pathy  with  joy  ^  it  commonly  falls  much  more 

Jhort  of  the  violence  of  what  is  naturally  felt 

by  the  perfon  principally  concerned, 

A^UR  fympathy  with  forrow,  though  not 
^^  more  real,  has  be«n  more  taken  notice  of 
than  our  fympathy  with  joy.  The  word 
fympathy,  in  its  moft  proper  and  primitive 
fignification,  denote,  our  fellow-feeling  with 
the  fufFerings,  not  that  with  the  enjoyments 
ot  others.  A  late  ingenious  and  fubtiie  phi- 
lolopher  thought  it  neceflary  to  prove,  by 
G  2  arguments. 
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arguments,  that  we  had  a  real  fympathy 
with  joy,  and  that  congratulation  was  a  prin- 
ciple of  human  nature.  Nobody,  I  believe, 
ever  thought  it  neceflary  to  prove  that  com- 
panion was  fuch. 

Firft  of  all,  our  fympathy  with  forrow  is, 
in  fome  fenfe,  more  univerfal  than  that  with 
joy.  Though  forrow  is  excefTive,  we  may 
ilill  have  fome  fellow-felling  with  it.  What 
we  feel  does  not,  indeed,  in  this  cafe, 
amount  to  that  complete  fympathy,  to  that 
perfedt  harmony  and  correfpondence  of  fen- 
timents  which  conftitutes  approbation.  We 
do  not  weep,  and  exclaim,  and  lament,  with 
the  fufFerer.  We  are  fenfible,  on  the  con- 
trary, of  his  vreaknefs  and  of  the  extrava- 
gance of  his  paffion,  and  yet  often  feel  a  very 
fenfible  concern  upon  his  account.  But  if 
we  do  not  entirely  enter  into,  and  go  along 
with,  the  joy  of  another,  we  have  no  fort  of 
regard  or  fellow-feeling  for  it.  The  man 
who  fkips  and  dances  about  with  that  intem- 
perate and  fenfelefs  joy  which  we  cannot  ac^ 
company  him  in,  is  the  object  of  our  con- 
tempt and  indignation. 

Pain,  befides,  whether  of  mind  or  body, 
is  a  more  pungent  fenfation  than  pleafure,, 
and  our  fympathy  with  pain,  though  it  falls- 
greatly  fhort  of  what  is  naturally  felt  by  the 

fufFerer, 
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fuffercr,  is  generally  a  more  lively  and  dif- 
tindl:  perception  than  our  fympathy  with 
pleafurc,  though  this  lad  often  approaches 
more  nearly,  as  I  Ihall  fhew  immediately,  to 
the  natural  vivacity  of  the  original  pafTion. 

Over  and  above  all  this,  we  often  ftruggle 
to  keep  down  our  fympathy  with  the  forrow 
of  others.  Whenever  we  are  not  under  the 
obfervation  of  the  fuffcrcr,  w^c  endeavour  for 
our  own  fake,  to  fupprefs  it  as  much  as  \xc 
can,  and  v/e  are  not  always  fuccefsful.  The 
oppolition  which  we  m.ake  to  it,  and  the  re- 
lucftance  with  wdiich  we  yield  to  it,  necef- 
farily  oblige  us  to  take  more  particular  no- 
tice of  it.  But  we  never  have  occafion  to 
make  this  oppolition  to  our  fympathy  with 
joy.  If  there  is  any  envy  in  the  cafe,  wc 
never  feel  the  leaft  propenfity  towards  it ; 
and  if  there  is  none,  we  give  way  to  it  with- 
out any  relu<ft  nice.  On  the  contrary,  as  wc 
are  always  afhamed  of  our  own  envy,  we  often 
pretend,  and  fometimes  really  wifh  to  fym- 
pathize  with  the  joy  of  others,  w^hen  by  that 
difagreeable  fentiment  w'e  aredifqualified  from 
doing  fo.  We  are  glad,  we  fay,  on  account 
of  our  neighbour's  good  fortune,  when  in  our 
hearts,  perhaps,  wc  are  really  forry.  We 
often  feel  a  fympathy  with  forrow  wlien  wc 
would  wifh  to  be  rid  of  it ;  and  we  often  mifs 
G  .3  that 
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that  with  joy  when  we  would  be  glad  to  have 
it.  The  obvious  obfervation,  therefore,  which 
it  naturally  falls  in  our  way  to  make,  is,  that 
our  propenfity  to  fympathize  with  forrow 
muft  be  very  ftrong,  and  our  inclination  to 
fympathize  with  joy  very  weak. 

Notwithftanding  this  prejudice,  however, 
I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that,  when  there  is 
no  envy  in  the  cafe,  our  propenfity  to  fym- 
pathize with  joy  is  much  flronger  than  our 
propenfity  to  fympathize  with  forrow  ;  and 
that  our  fellow-feeling  for  the  agreeable  emo- 
tion approaches  much  more  nearly  to  the 
vivacity  of  what  is  naturally  felt  by  the  per- 
fons  principally  concerned,  than  that  which 
we  conceive  for  the  painful  one. 

We  have  fome  indulgence  for  that  excef- 
five  grief  which  we  cannot  entirely  go  along 
with.  We  know  what  a  prodigious  effort  is 
requifite  before  the  fufferer  can  bring  down 
his  emotions  to  complete  harmony  and  con^ 
cord  with  thofe  vi  the  fpedtator.  Though 
he  fails,  therefore,  we  eafily  pardon  him. 
But  we  have  no  fuch  indulgence  for  the  in- 
temperance of  joy  ;  becaufe  we  are  not  con- 
fcious  that  any  fuch  vaft  effort  is  requifite  to 
bring  it  down  to  what  we  can  entirely  enter 
into.  The  man  who,  under  the  greateft 
calamities,  can   command  his  forrow,  feems 

worthy 
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worthy  of  tlic  higheft  admiration  ;  but  he 
who,  in  the  fuhiels  of  profperity,  can  in  the 
fame  manner  maftcr  his  joy,  feems  hardly  to 
deferve  any  praife.  We  are  fenfible  that 
there  is  a  much  wider  interval  in  the  one 
cafe  than  in  the  other,  between  what  is  na- 
turally felt  by  the  perfon  principally  con- 
cerned, and  what  the  fpcdator  can  entirely 
go  along  with. 

"What  can  be  added  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
man  who  is  in  health,  who  is  out  of  debt, 
and  has  a  clear  confcience  ?  To  one  in  this 
fituation,  all  acceffions  of  fortune  may  pro- 
perly be  fuid  to  be  fuperfluous ;  and  if  he  is 
much  elevated  upon  account  of  them,  it  mufl 
be  the  efte<tt  of  the  mod  frivolous  levity. 
This  fituation,  however,  may  very  well  be 
called  the  natural  and  ordinary  ftate  of  man- 
kind. Not  with  [landing  the  prefent  mifery 
and  depravity  of  tiie  world,  fo  juftly  la- 
mented, this  leally  is  the  lUte  of  the  greater 
part  of  men.  The  greater  part  of  men, 
therefore,  cannot  iind  any  p;reat  difliculty  in 
elevating  themfelves  to  all  the  joy  which  any 
acceflion  to  this  fituation  can  well  excite  in 
their  companion. 

But  though  little  can  be  added  to  this  ftate, 
much  may  be  taken  from  it.     Though  be- 
tween this  condition  and  the  highell  pitch  of 
c;  4  human 
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human  profperity,  the  interval  Is  but  a  trifle; 
between  it  and  the  lowed  depth  of  mifery, 
the  diitance  is  ijnmenfe  and  procligious.  Ad- 
verfity,  on  this  account,  neceffarily  deprefles 
the  mind  of  the  fuiTerer  much  more  below  its 
natural  (late,  than  profperity  can  elevate  him 
above  it.  The  fpecftator,  therefore,  muft  find 
it  much  more  difficult  to  fympathize  entirely, 
and  keep  perfect  time,  with  his  forrow,  than 
thoroughly  to  enter  into  his  joy,  and  muft 
depart  much  further  from  his  own  natural 
Tind  ordinary  temper  of  mind  in  the  one  cafe 
than  in  the  other.  It  is  on  this  account,  that 
though  our  fympathy  with  forrov^r  is  often  a 
more  pungent  fenfation  than  our  fympathy 
with  joy,  it  always  falls  much  more  fliort  of 
tlie  violence  of  what  is  naturally  felt  by  the 
perfon  principally  concerned. 

It  is  agreeable  to  fympathize  wath  joy  ; 
and  wherever  envy  does  not  oppofe  it,  our 
heart  abandons  Itfelf  with  fatisfadtion  to  the 
higheil  tranfports  of  that  delightful  fentl- 
ment.  But  it  is  painful  to  go  along  with 
grief,  and  we  always  enter  into  It  with  reluc-. 
tance  '^,     When  we  attend  to  the  reprefent- 

atiou 


*  It  has  been  objected  to  me,  that  as  I  found  the  featiment 
of  approbation,  which  is  always  agreeable,  upon  fympathy,  it 
is  inconfitlent  with  my  fyftem  to  admit  any  difagreeable  fympa? 

thy. 
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ation  of  a  tragedy,  we  ftnig;gle  againft  that 
fympatlietic  lorrow  which  the  entertainment 
Inlpires  as  long  as  we  can,  and  we  give  way 
to  it  at  lafl:  only  when  we  can  no  longer 
avoid  it:  we  even  then  endeavour  to  cover 
our  concern  from  the  company.  If  we  (lied 
any  tears,  we  carefully  conceal  them,  and  arc 
afraid,  left  the  fpcctators,  not  entering  into 
this  exceflive  tendcrncls,  Ihould  regard  it  as 
effeminacy  and  weakncls.  The  wretch  whofc 
misfortunes  call  upon  our  compaffiun  feels 
with  what  reluctance  we  are  likely  to  enter 
into  his  forrow,  and  therefore  propofes  his 
grief  to  us  with  fear  and  hefitation  :  he  even 
fmothers  the  half  of  it,  and  is  afliamed,  upon 
account  of  this  hard-hcartednefs  of  mankind, 
to  give  vent  to  the  fulnefs  of  his  afflidlion. 
It  is  otherwifc  with  the  man  who  riots  in 
joy  and  fuccefs.  Wherever  envy  docs  not 
intereft  us  againft  him,  he  cxpedts  our  com- 


thy.  1  anfwer,  that  in  the  fontimcnt  of  approbation  there  are 
two  things  to  be  taken  notice  of;  lirll,  the  fympathetic  pafTion 
of  the  fpeAator ;  and,  fecondly,  the  emotion  which  ari'fes  from 
his  obfcrving  tlic  pcrfctl  coincidence  between  this  fympa- 
thetic  pafilon  in  himfclf,  and  the  original  paflion  in  the  perfon 
principally  concerned.  This  lall  emotion,  in  which  the  fenti- 
ment  of  approbation  p;-operly  confills  is  always  agreeable  and 
delightful.  The  other  may  either  be  agreeable  or  difagrccable, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  original  palllon,  whofc  features 
jt  muft.  always,  in  fomc  meafurc,  retain. 

I S  pleteft 
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pleteft  Tympathy.  He  does  not  fear,  there- 
fore, to  announce  himfelf  with  Ihouts  of  ex- 
ultation, in  full  confidence  that  we  are  heartUy 
difpofed  to  go  along  with  him. 

Why  {hould  we  be  more  afliamed  to  weep 
than  to  laugh  before  company  ?  We  may 
often  have  as  real  occafion  to  do  the  one  as 
to  do  the  otlier  :  but  we  always  feel  that  the 
fpedtators  are  more  likely  to  go  along  with 
us  in  the  agreeable,  than  in  the  painful  emo- 
tion. It  is  always  miferable  to  complain, 
even  when  we  are  oppreffed  by  the  moft 
dreadful  calamities.  But  the  triumph  of  vic- 
tory is  nor  always  ungraceful.  Prudence, 
indeed,  would  otten  advife  us  to  bear  our 
prolperity  with  more  moderation  ;  becaufe 
prudence  would  teach  us  to  avoid  that  envy 
which  this  very  triumph  is,  more  than  any 
thing,  apt  to  excite. 

How  hearty  are  the  acclamations  of  the 
mob,  who  never  bear  any  envy  to  their  fupe- 
riors,  at  a  triumph  or  a  public  entry  ?  And 
how  fedate  and  moderate  is  commonly  their 
grief  at  an  execution  ?  Our  forrov/  at  a  fune- 
ral generally  amounts  to  no  more  than  an  af- 
fe(fled 'gravity  :  but  our  mh-th  at  a  chrlften- 
ing  of  a  marriage  is  always  from  the  heart, 
and  without  any  affedtation.  Upon  thefe, 
and  all   fuch  joyous   occafions,  our  fatisfac- 

tion. 
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tion,  though  not  lo  durable,  is  often  as  lively 
as  that  of  the  perfons  principally  concerned. 
Whenever  we  cordially  congratulate  our 
friends,  which,  however,  to  the  dilgrace  of 
human  nature,  we  do  but  Icldom,  their  joy 
literally  becomes  our  joy  :  we  are,  for  the 
moment,  as  happy  as  they  are  :  our  heart 
fvvells  and  overHovvs  with  real  pleafure :  joy 
and  complacency  fparkle  from  our  eyes,  and 
animate  every  feature  of  our  countenance, 
and  every  getture  of  our  body. 

But,  on  the  contrary,  when  we  condole 
with  our  friends  in  their  afflictions,  how  little 
do  we  feel  in  comparifon  of  what  they  feel? 
We  lit  down  by  them,  we  look  at  them,  and 
while  they  relate  to  us  the  circumftances  of 
their  misfortune,  we  liften  to  them  with  gra- 
vity and  attention.  But  while  their  narra- 
tion is  every  moment  interrupted  by  thofe 
natural  burfts  of  palhon  which  often  feem  al- 
moft  to  choak  them  in  the  midft  of  it ;  how 
far  are  the  languid  emotions  of  our  hearts 
from  keeping  time  to  the  tranfports  of  theirs  ? 
We  may  be  fenlible  at  the  fame  time,  that 
their  paffion  is  natural,  and  no  greater  than 
what  we  ourfelves  might  feel  upon  the  like 
occafion.  We  may  even  inwardly  reproach 
ourlelves  with  our  own  want  of  fenfibility, 
and  perhaps,  on  that  account,  work  ourfelves 

up 
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up  into  an  artificial  fympathy,  which,  how- 
ever, when  it  is  railed,  is  always  the  flighteft 
and  moft  tranfitory  imaginable  ;  and  gene- 
rally, as  loon  as  we  have  left  the  room,  va- 
niilies,  and  is  gone  for  ever.  Nature,  it 
feems,  when  (he  loaded  us  with  our  own  for- 
rows,  thought  that  they  were  enough,  and 
therefore  did  not  command  us  to  take  any 
further  fhare  in  thofe  of  others,  than  what 
was  neceffary  to  prompt  us  to  relieve  them. 

It  is  on  account  of  this  dull  feniibility  to 
the  affiidions  of  others,  that  magnanimity 
amidft  great  diftrefs  appears  alwa'ys  fo  divinely 
graceful.  His  behaviour  is  genteel  and  agree- 
able who  can  maintain  his  cheerfulnefs  amidft 
a  number  of  frivolous  difafters.  But  he  ap- 
pears to  be  more  than  mortal  who  can  fup- 
port  in  the  fame  manner  the  moft  dreadful 
calamities.  We  feel  what  an  immenfe  effort 
is  requifite  to  filence  thofe  violent  emotions 
which  naturally  agitate  and  diftra(fl  thofe  in 
his  fituation.  We  are  amazed  to  find  that  he 
can  command  himfelf  fo  entirely.  His  firm- 
nefs,  at  tlie  fame  time,  perfectly  coincides 
with  our  infenffbility.  He  makes  no  demand 
npon  us  'or  tl^at  more  exquifite  degree  of  fen- 
fibility  xAhich  we  find,  and  which  we  are 
mortified  to  find,  that  we  do  not  pofTefs. 
There  is  the  mod  perfed  correfpondence  be- 
tween 
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(ween  his  fentiments  and  ours,  and  on  that 
account  tlie  moft  perfect  propriety  in  his  be- 
liaviour.  It  is  a  propriety  too,  which  from 
our  experience  of  the  ufual  wcaknefs  of  hu- 
man nature,  wc  could  not  reafonably  hav^ 
cxpeded  he  Ihould  be  able  to  maintain.  We 
wonder  with  furprife  and  aftoniflimcnt  at  that 
ftrength  of  mind  \\liich  is  capable  of  fo  noble 
and  generous  an  effort.  The  fentiment  of 
complete  fympathy  and  approbation,  mixed 
and  animated  with  v»onder  and  furprife,  con- 
ftitutes  what  is  properly  called  admiration,  as 
has  already  been  more  than  once  taken  notice 
of.  Cato,  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  his  ene- 
mies, unable  to  refift  them,  difdaining  to 
fubmit  to  them,  and  reduced  by  the  proud 
maxims  of  that  age,  to  the  necefTity  of  dc- 
ftroying  himfelf ;  yet  never  fhrinking  from 
his  misfortunes,  never  fupplicating  with  the 
lamentable  voice  of  w retched nefs,  thofe  mi- 
lerable  lympathetic  tears  which  we  are  alvvavs 
fo  unwilling  to  give  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
arming  himfelf  v»'ith  manly  fortitude,  and  the 
moment  before  he  executes  his  fiital  refolu- 
tion,  giving,  with  his  ufual  tranquillity,  alt 
neceffary  orders  for  the  fafety  of  his  friends ; 
appears  to  Seneca,  that  great  preacher  of  in- 
feuiibility,  a  fpedacle,  which  even  the  ^od« 

thcmieives 
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themfelves  might  behold  with  pleafure  and 
admiration. 

Whenever  we  meet  in  common  life,  with 
any  examples  of  fuch  heroic  magnanimity, 
we  are  always  extremely  affeded.  We  are 
more  apt  to  weep  and  fhed  tears  for  fuch  as 
in  this  manner  feem  to  feel  nothing  for  them- 
felves, than  for  thofe  who  give  way  to  all  the 
weaknefs  of  forrow  :  and  in  this  particular 
cafe  the  fympathetic  grief  of  the  fpeditator 
appears  to  go  beyond  the  original  paffion 
in  the  perfon  principally  concerned.  The 
friends  of  Socrates  all  wept  when  he  drank 
the  laft  potion,  while  he  himfelf  exprefled  the 
gayefl:  and  moll  cheerful  tranquillity.  Upon 
all  fuch  occafions  the  fpedator  makes  no 
effort,  and  has  no  occafion  to  make  any,  in 
order  to  conquer  his  fympathetic  forrow. 
He  is  under  no  fear  that  it  will  tranfport  him 
to  any  thing  that  is  extravagant  and  impro- 
per ;  he  is  rather  pleafed  with  the  fenfibility 
of  his  own  heart,  and  gives  way  to  it  with 
complacence  and  felf- approbation.  He  gladly 
indulges,  therefore,  the  mod  melancholy 
views  which  can  naturally  occur  to  him  con- 
cerning the  calamity  of  his  friend,  for  whom, 
perhaps,  he  never  felt  fo  cxquifitely  before, 
the  tender  and  tearful  paffion  of  love.     But  it 

.  .    :  -is 
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is  quite  othcrwife  with  the  pcrfon  principally 
concerned.  He  is  obligctl,  as  much  as  po{- 
fible,  to  turn  away  his  eyes  from  wliatcver  is 
either  naturally  terrible  or  difagreeablc  in  liis 
lituation.  Too  ferious  an  attention  to  thofc 
circumftances,  he  fears,  might  make  fo  vio- 
lent an  iiiiprefuon  upon  him,  tliat  he  could 
no  longer  keep  within  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, or  render  himfelf  the  objeO:  of  the  com- 
plete fympathy  and  approbation  of  the  fpec- 
tators.  He  fixes  Iiis  thoughts,  therefore, 
upon  thofe  only  which  are  agreeable,  the  ap- 
plaufe  and  admiration  which  he  is  about  to 
deferve  by  the  heroic  magnanimity  of  his 
behaviour.  To  feel  that  he  is  capable  of  fo 
noble  and  generous  an  efTort,  to  feel  that  in 
this  dreadful  fituation  he  can  ftill  blO:  as  he 
would  defire  to  ad,  animates  and  tranfports 
him  with  joy,  and  enables  him  to  fupport 
that  triumphant  gaiety  which  feems  to  exult 
in  the  victory  he  thus  gains  over  his  misfor- 
tunes. 

On  the  contrary,  he  always  appears,  in 
fome  meafure,  mean  and  delpicable,  who  is 
funk  in  forrow  and  dejedtion  upon  account 
of  any  calamity  of  his  own.  We  cannot 
bring  ourfelves  to  feel  for  him  what  he  feeh 
for  himfelf,  and  what,  perhaps,  we  fliould  feel 
for  ourfelves  if  in  his  fituation  :  we  therefore 

defpife 
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defpife  him  ;  ^injuftly,  perhaps,  if  any  fenti- 
ment  could  be  regarded  as  unjuft,  to  which 
we  are  by  nature  irrefiftibly  determined. 
The  weaknefs  of  forrovv  never  appears  in 
any  refpedl  agreeable,  except  when  it  arifes 
from  what  we  feel  for  others  more  than  from 
what  we  feel  for  ourfelves.  A  fon,  upon 
the  death  of  an  indulgent  and  refpe<3:able  fa-^ 
ther,  may  give  way  to  it  without  much 
blame.  His  forrow  is  chiefly  founded  upon 
a  fort  of  fympathy  with  his  departed  parent ; 
and  we  readily  enter  into  this  humane  emo- 
tion. But  if  he  fliould  indulge  the  fame 
weaknefs  upon  account  of  any  misfortune 
which  affected  himfelf  only,  he  would  no 
longer  meet  with  any  fuch  indulgence.  If 
he  iliould  be  reduced  to  beggary  and  ruin,  if 
lie  fhould  be  expofed  to  the  moft  dreadful 
dangers,  if  he  fliould  even  be  led  out  to  a 
public  execution,  and  there  fhed  one  fmgle 
tear  upon  the  fcafFold,  he  would  difgrace 
Jiimfelf  for  ever  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  gal- 
lant and  generous  parr  of  mankind.  Their 
compaffion  for  him,  however,  would  be  very 
ftrong  and  very  fmcere  ;  but  as  it  would  ftill 
fall  fhort  of  this  exceffive  weaknefs,  they 
would  have  no  pardon  for  the  man  who 
could  thus  expofe  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.     His   behaviour   would    affeia    them 

with 
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with  fliame  rather  than  with  forrow ;  and 
the  diOionour  which  he  had  thus  brought 
upon  himfelf  would  appear  to  them  the  moft 
lamentable  circumftance  in  his  misfortune. 
How  did  it  difgrace  the  memory  of  the  in- 
trepid Duke  of  Biron,  who  had  fo  ofteii 
braved  death  in  the  field,  that  he  wept  upon 
the  fcaflbld,  when  he  beheld  the  ftate  to 
which  he  was  fallen,  and  remembered  the 
favour  and  the  glory  from  which  his  own 
rafhnefs  had  fo  unfortunately  thrown  him. 


CHAP.    II. 

0/    the    origin    of    Ambitio?!^     and    of   the 
diJlinEiion    of  Ranks, 


I 


T  is  becaufe  mankind  are  difpofed  to  fym- 
pathize  more  entirely  with  our  joy  than 
with  our  fcrrow,  that  we  make  parade  of  our 
riches,  and  conceal  our  poverty.  Nothing  is 
io  mortifying  as  to  be  obliged  to  expofe  our 
diftrefs  to  the  view  of  the  public,  and  to  feel, 
that  though  our  fituation  is  open  to  the  eyes' 
of  all  mankind,  no  mortal  conceives  for  us' 
the  half  of  what  we  fuffer.  Nay,  it  is  chiefly' 
VOL.  I.  H  from 


^8  (y  Propriety.  Part  t 

from  thrs  regard  to  the  fentiments  of  man- 
kind, that  we  purfue  riches  and  avoid  po- 
verty. For  to  what  purpofe  is  all  the  toil 
and  buftle  of  this  world  ?  what  is  the  end  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  of  the  purfuit  of  wealth, 
of  power  and  pre-eminence  ?  Is  it  to  fupply 
the  neceffities  of  nature  ?  The  wages  of  the 
meaneft  labourer  can  fupply  them.  We  fee 
that  they  afford  him  food  and  clothing,  the 
comforts  of  a  houfe  and  of  a  family.  If  we 
examine  his  oeconomy  with  rigour,  we  fhould 
find  that  he  fpends  a  great  part  of  them  upon 
conveniences,  which  may  be  regarded  as  fu- 
perfluities,  and  that,  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  he  can  give  fomething  e\*n  to  vanity 
and  diftindlion  :  what  then  is  the  caufe  of 
our  averfion  to  his  fituation,  and  why  Ihould 
thofe  who  have  been  educated  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  life  regard  it  as  worfe  than  death, 
to  be  reduced  to  live,  even  without  labour, 
upon  the  fame  fimple  fare  with  him,  to  dwell 
under  the  fame  lowly  roof,  and  to  be  clothed 
in  the  fame  humble  attire  ?  Do  they  imagine 
that  their  ftomach  is  better,  or  their  fleep 
founder,  in  a  palace  than  in  a  cottage  ?  The 
contrary  has  been  fo  often  obferved,  and,  in- 
deed, is  fo  very  obvious,  though  it  had  never 
been  obferved,  that  there  is  nobody  ignorant 
of  it.     From  whence,  then,  arifes  that  enfiula- 

tion 


Seft.  III.  0/  Propriety.  99 

tlon  which  runs  through  all  the  different 
ranks  of  men,  and  what  are  the  advantages, 
which  we  propoie  hy  that  great  purpofe  of 
human  life  which  v;c  call  bettering  our  con- 
dition ?  To  be  obferved,  to  be  attended  to, 
to  be  taken  notice  of  with  fympathy,  compla- 
cency, and  approbation,  are  all  the  advan- 
tages which  we  can  propofe  to  derive  from 
it.  It  is  the  vanity,  not  the  eafc  or  the  plea- 
fure,  which  interefts  us.  But  vanity  is  al- 
ways founded  upon  the  belief  of  our  being 
the  object  of  attention  and  approbation.  The 
rich  man  glories  in  his  riches,  becaufe  he  feels 
that  they  naturally  draw  upon  him  the  atten- 
tion of  the  world,  and  that  mankind  are  dif^ 
pofed  to  go  along  wit!\  hini  in  all  thofe  agree- 
able emotions  with  which  the  advantages  of 
his  fituatlon  fo  readily  infpire  him.  At  the 
thought  of  this,  his  heart  feems  to  fwcU  and 
dilate  itfelf  within  him,  and  he  is  fonder  of 
his  wealth,  upon  this  account,  than  for  all  the 
other  advantages  it  procures, him.  The  poor 
man,  on  the  contrary,  is  afhamed  of  his  po- 
verty. He  feels  that  it  either  places  him  out 
of  the  fight  of  mankind,  or  that^  if  they  take 
any  notice  of  him,  they  have,  however,  fcarce 
any  fellow-feeling  with  the  mlfery  and  dif- 
trels  which  he  fuffers.  He  is  mortified  upon 
both  accounts  ;  for  though  to  be  overlooked, 
H  2  and 


loo  0/"  Propriety.  Parti. 

and  to  be  difapproved  of,  are  things  entirely 
different,  yet  as  obfcurlty  covers  us  from  the 
daylight  of  honour  and  approbation,  to  feel 
that  we  are  taken  no  notice  of,  necefTarily 
damps  the  moft  agreeable  hope,  and  difap- 
points  the  moft  ardent  defire,  of  human  na- 
ture. The  poor  man  goes  out  and  comes  in 
unheeded,  and  when  in  the  midft  of  a  crowd, 
is  in  the  fame  obfcurity  as  if  fhut  up  in  his 
own  hovel.  Thofe  humble  cares  and  pain- 
ful attentions  which  occupy  thofe  In  his  fitua- 
tion,  afford  rio  amufement  to  the  diffipated 
and  the  gay.  They  turn  away  their  eyes 
fi-om  him  ;  or  if  the  extremity  of  his  diftrefs 
forces  "them  to  look  at  him,  it  is  only  to 
fpurn  fo  difagreeable  an  objedl  from  among 
them.  The  fortunate  and  the  proud  wonder 
at  the  infolence  of  human  wretchednefs,  that 
it  fhould  dare  to  prefent  itfelf  before  them, 
and  with  the  loathfome  afped:  of  its  mifery 
prefume  to  difturb  the  ferenity  of  their  hap- 
pinefs.  The  man  of  rank  and  diftindtion, 
on  the  contrary,  is  obferved  by  all  the  world. 
Every  body  is  eager  to  look  at  him,  and.  to 
conceive,  at  leaft  by  fy mpathy,  that  joy  and 
exultation  with  which  his  circumftances  na- 
turally infpire  him.  His  adtions  are  the  ob- 
jects of  the  public  care.  Scarce  a  word, 
fcarce  a  gefture,  can  fall  from  him  that  is  al- 
5  together 
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together  neglevftecl.  In  a  great  afiembly  he 
is  the  pcrlon  upon  who'n  all  tlired:  their 
eyes;  it  is  upon  him  that  their  pafhons  feeoi 
all  to  wait  with  expedation,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive that  movement  and  direClion  which  he 
fhall  imprefs  upon  them  ;  and  if  his  beha- 
viour is  not  altogether  ablurd,  he  has,  every 
moment,  an  opportunity  of  interefling  man- 
kind, and  of  rendering  himfclf  the  objecft  of 
the  obfervation  and  fellow-feeling  of  every 
body  about  him.  It  is  this,  which,  notwith- 
flanding  the  reftraint  it  impofes,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  lofs  of  liberty  with  which  it  is 
attended,  renders  greatnefs  the  objedt  of  envy, 
and  compenlates,  in  the  opinion  of  mankind, 
all  that  toil,  all  that  anxiety,  all  thofe  mortifi- 
cations which  muft  be  undergone  in  the  p«r- 
fuit  of  it  ;  and  what  is  of  yet  more  confe- 
quence,  all  that  leifure,  all  that  eafe,  all  that 
carelefs  fecurity  which  are  forfeited  for  ever 
by  the  acquifition. 

When  we  confider  the  condition  of  the 
great,  in  thofe  delunve  colours  in  which  the 
imagination  is  apt  to  paint  it,  it  feems  to  be 
almoll  the  abftrad  idea  of  a  perfecSl  and  hap- 
py ftate.  It  is  the  very  ftate  which,  in  all 
our  waking  dreams  and  idle  reveries,  wc 
had  fketched  out  to  ourfelves  as  the  final  ob- 
jedl  of  all  our  defires.     We  feel,  therefore,  a 
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peculiar  fyfnpathy  with  the  fatisfadion  of 
thofe  who  are  in  it.  We  favour  all  their  in^ 
clinations,  and  forward  all  their  wifhes. 
What  pity,  we  think,  that  any  thing  fhould 
fpoil  and  corrupt  fo  agreeable  a  fituation  ! 
We  could  even  wilh  them  immortal ;  and  it 
feems  hard  to  us,  that  death  ihould  at  lad 
put  an  end  to  fuch  perfetSl  enjoyment.  It  is 
cruel,  we  think,  in  Nature  to  compel  them 
from  their  exalted  ftations  to  that  humble, 
but  hofpitable  home  which  (he  has  provided 
for  all  her  children.  Great  King,  live  for 
ever !  is  the  compliment,  which,  after  the 
manner  of  eaftern  adulation,  we  fhould  rea- 
dily make  them,  if  experience  did  not  teach 
us  its  abfurdity.  Every  calamity  that  befalls 
them,  every  injury  that  is  done  them,  excites 
in  the  breaft  of  the  fpedtator  ten  times  more 
compafTion  and  refentment  than  he  would 
have  felt,  had  the  fame  things  happened  to" 
other  men.  It  is  the  misfortunes  of  Kings 
only  which  afford  the  proper  fubjec^s  for 
tragedy.  They  referable,  in  this  refpeft,  the 
misfortunes  of  lovers.  Thole  two  fituations 
are  the  chief  which  intereft  us  upon  the  the- 
atre ;  becaufe,  in  fpite  of  all  that  reafon  and 
experience  can  tell  us  to  the  contrary,  the 
prejudices  of  the  imagination  attach  to  thefe 
two  ftates  a  happinefs  fuperior  to  any  other. 

To 
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To  dlfturb  or  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  perfed 
enjoyment  feems  to  be  the  mod  atrocious  of 
all  injuries.  The  traitor  who  confpires 
againft  the  life  of  his  monarch,  is  tliought  a 
greater  monfter  than  any  other  murderer. 
All  the  innocent  blood  that  was  flicd  in  the 
civil  wars,  provoked  lefs  indignation  than 
the  death  of  Charles  I.  A  ftranger  to  human 
nature,  who  Hiw  the  indifference  of  men 
about  the  mifery  of  their  inferiors,  and  the 
regret  and  indignation  which  they  feel  for 
the  misfortimes  and  fufferings  of  thofe  above 
them,  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  that  pain 
muft  be  more  agonizing,  and  the  convul- 
fions  of  death  more  terrible,  to  perfons  of 
higher  rank  than  thofe  of  meaner  llations. 

Upon  this  difpofition  of  mankind,  to  go 
along  with  all  the  paflions  of  the  rich  and  the 
powerful,  is  founded  the  diftindtion  of  ranks, 
and  the  order  of  fociety.  Our  obfequiouf- 
nefs  to  our  fuperiors  more  frequently  arifes 
from  our  admiration  for  the  advantages  of 
their  fituation,  than  from  any  private  cx- 
pcdlations  of  benefit  from  their  good-will. 
Their  benefits  can  extend  but  to  a  few ;  but 
their  fortunes  intereft  almoft  every  body. 
We  are  eager  to  affift  them  in  completing  a 
fyflem  of  happinefs  that  approaches  fo  near 
to  perfection ;    and  we  defire  to  ferve  them 
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for  tKeir  own  fake,  without  any  other  recom- 
pence  but  the  vanity  or  the  honour  of  oblig- 
ing them.     Neither  is  our  deference  to  their 
inclinations  founded   chiefly,    or  altogether, 
upon  a  regard  to  the  utility  of  fuch  fubmif- 
fion,  and   to  the  order  of  fociety,  which  is 
beft  fupported  by  it.     Even  when  the  order 
of  fociety  feems  to  require  that  we  fhould  op- 
pofe  them,  we  can   hardly  bring  ourfelves  to, 
do   it      That  kings   are  the  fervants  of  the 
people,  to   be   obeyed,    refilled,  depofed,   or 
punifhed,  as  the  public  conveniency  may  rcr 
quire,   is  the  dodrine  of  reafon  and  philofo- 
phy ;  but  it  is  not  the   dodrine   of  Nature. 
Nature  would  teach  us  to  fubmit  to  them  for 
their  own  fake,  to  tremble  and   bovsr   down 
before   their   exalted  ftation,  to   regard  their 
fmlle  as  a  reward  fufficient  to  ccmpenfate  any 
fervices,  and  to  dread  their  difpieafure,  though 
no  other  evil  were  to  follow  from  it,  as  the 
fevereft  of  all  mortihcations.      To  treat  them 
in  any  refped  as  men,  to  reafon  and  difpute 
with  them  upon,  ordinary  occaFions,  requires 
fuch  rcfolution,  that  there  are  few  men  whofe 
magnanimity  can  fupport  them  in  it,  unlefs 
they  are  likewife   aflifted  by  familiarity  and 
acquaintance.      The    ftronged   motives,    the 
moft  furious  paffions,    fear,  hatred,  and  re- 
featment,  are  fcarce  fufEcient  to.  balance  this 

natural 
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natural  difpofitlon  to  refpetEl:  them:  antl  their 
condud  muf^,  cither  juftly  or  unjiiftly,  have 
excited  the  higheft  degree  of  all  thofe  paflionSi 
before  the  hulk  of  the  people  can  be  brought 
to   oppofc  them  with  violence,  or  to  defu'C 
to    fee    them    cither   punifhed   or    dcpofed. 
Even  when  the  people  have   been   brought 
this  length,  they  arc  apt  to  relent  every  mo- 
ment,  and   cafily  relapfe    into  their  habitual 
ftate  of  deference  to  thofe   wliom  they  have 
been  accuftomed  to  look  upon  as  their  natu- 
ral Uiperiors.     They  cannot  ftand  the  morti- 
fication of  their  monarch.     Compaflion  foon' 
takes  the  place  of  refentment,  they  forget  all. 
paft  provocations,  their  old  principles  of  loy- 
alty revive,  and  they  rim   to  re-ci1:abliih  the" 
ruined  authority  of  their   old   mafters,  with 
the  fame  violence  wMth  which  they  had  op- 
pofed  it.     The  death   of  Charles  I.  brought 
about   the   reftoration    of  the   royal    family. 
Compaflion  for  James  11.  when  he  was  feized 
by  the  populace  in  making  his  efcapc  on  fhip-. 
board,  had  almoO:  prevented  the  revolution," 
and  made  it  go  on  more  heavily  than  before. 
Do  the  great  fcem  infenfihlcof  the  cafy  price 
at  which  they  may  acquire  the  public  admi- 
ration ;  or  do  they  fcem  to  imagine  that  to 
them,  as  to  otiicr  men,  it  muft  be  the  pur- 
chafe  either  of  fweat  or  of  blood  ?     By  what 

important 


JoC  (y  Propriety.  Part  L 

important  accomplifhments  is  the  young  no- 
bleman inftruded  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
his  rank,  and  to  render  himfelf  worthy  of 
that  fiiperiority  over  his  fellow-citizens,  to 
which  the  virtue  of  his  anceftors  had  raifed 
them  ?  Is  it  by  knowledge,  by  induftry,  by 
patience,  by  felf-denial,  or  by  virtue  of  any 
kind?  As  all  his  words,  as  all  his  motions 
are  attended  to,  he  learns  an  habitual  regard 
to  every  circumftance  of  ordinary  behaviour, 
and  ftudies  to  perform  all  thofe  fmall  duties 
with  the  moft  exaO:  propriety.  As  he  is 
confcious  how  much  he  is  obferved,  and  how 
much  mankind  are  difpofed  to  favour  all  his 
inclinations,  he  ads,  upon  the  mofl  indif- 
ferent occafions,  with  that  freedom  and  ele- 
vation which  the  thought  of  this  naturally 
infpires.  His  air,  his  manner,  his  deport- 
ment, all  mark  that  elegant  and  graceful 
fenfe  of  his  own  fuperiority,  which  thofe 
who  are  born  to  inferior  ftations  can  hardly 
ever  arrive  at.  Thefe  are  the  arts  by  which 
he  propofes  to  make  mankind  more  eafily. 
fubmit  to  his  authority,  and  to  govern  their 
inclinations  according  to  his  own  pleafur-e : 
and  in  this  he  is  fcldom  difappointed.  Thefe. 
arts,  fupported  by  rank  and  pre-eminence, 
are,  upon  ordinary  occafions,  fufficient  to 
govern  the  world.     Lewis  XIV.  during  the, 

greater 
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greater  p:irt  of  his  reign,  was  regarded,  not 
only  in  France,  but  over  all  Europe,  as  the 
moil  pcrfed  niodel  of  a  great  prince.  But 
what  were  the  talents  and  virtues  by  wliich 
he  acquired  this  great  reputation  ?  Was  it  by 
the  fcrupulous  and  inflexible  juftice  of  all  his 
undertakings,  by  the  immenfe  dangers  and 
difficulties  with  which  they  were  attended,  or 
by  the  unwearied  and  unrelenting  application 
with  w'hich  he  purfued  them  ?  Was  it  by  his 
exterifive  knowledge,  by  his  exquifite  judg- 
ment, or  by  his  heroic  valour  ?  It  was  by 
none  of  thefe  qualities.  But  he  was,  firft  of 
all,  the  moft  powerful  prince  in  Europe,  and 
confequently  held  the  higheft  rank  among 
kings;  and  then,  fays  his  hiftorian,  *'  he  fur- 
pafTed  all  his  courtiers  in  the  gracefulnefs 
of  his  fhape,  and  the  majeftic  beauty  of 
his  features.  The  found  of  his  voice, 
noble  and  affev^ing,  gained  thofe  hearts 
which  his  prefence  intimidated.  He  had 
a  ftep  and  a  deportment  which  could  fuit 
only  him  and  his  rank,  and  which  would 
have  been  ridiculous  in  any  other  perfon. 
The  embarraffinent  which  he  occafioncd 
to  thofe  who  fpoke  to  him,  flattered  that 
fccret  fatisfadion  with  which  he  felt  his 
own  fuperiority.  The  old  officer,  who 
was  confounded   and   faultcrcd   in   afl^ing 
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*'  him  a  favour,  and  not  being  able  to  con- 
*'  elude  his  difcourle,  laid  to  him:  Sir, 
^'  your  majVfty,  I  hope,  wifl  believe  that  I 
*'  do  not  tremble  thus  before  your  enemies ; 
*'  had  no  difficulty  to  obtain  what  he  cfe- 
*'  manded."  Thefe  frivolous  accomplifh- 
ments,  fupported  by  his  rank,  and,  no  doubt 
too,  by  a  degree  of  other  talents  and  virtues, 
which  feeins,  however,  not  to  have  been 
miich  above  mediocrity,  eftablilhed  this 
prince  iri  the  eilecm  of  his  own  age,  and 
have  drawn,  even  from  pofceVity,  a  good  deal 
of  refpe(fi  For  his  memory.  Compared  with 
thefe,  in  Ms  own  times,  and  in  his  own  pre- 
sence, no  other  virtue,  it  feems,  appeared  to. 
have  any  merit.  Knowledge,  induftry,  valour, 
and  beneficence,  trembled,  were  aballied,  and 
loft  all  dignity  before  them. 

But  it  is  not  by  accomplifliments  'of  this 
kind,  that  the  man  of  inferior  rank  muft 
Hope  to  dlftinguifh  himfelf.  Politenefs  is  fo 
rhuch  the  virtue  of  the  great,  that  it  Vv^ill  do 
little  honour  to  any  body  but  themfelves. 
The  coxcomb,  who  imitates  their  manner, 
and  affe^ls  to  be  eminent  by  the  fuperior  pro- 
priety of  his  ordihary  behaviour,  is  rewarded 
with  a  double  ihare  of  contempt  for  his  folly 
and  prefumptidn.  Why  fhould  the  man, 
whom  nobocly  thinks  it  worth  while  to  look 
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at,  be  very  anxious  about  the  manner  in 
which  he  holds  up  his  heatl,  or  difpoles  of 
his  arms  wliilc  he  walks  througli  a  room  I 
11^  is  occupied  iurcly  with  a  very  lupeifluous 
attention,  and  with  an  attention  too  that 
marks  a  fenfe  of  his  own  importance,  which 
no  other  man  can  go  along  with.  The  moffc 
perfed:  niodeiiy  and  plainnefs,  joined  to  as 
much  negligence  as  is  conliftent  with  the  re- 
fpedt  due  to  the  company,  ought  to  be  th^ 
chief  chanKfteriftics  of  the  behaviour  of  a  pri- 
vate n}an.  If  ever  he  hopes  to  diftinguifli 
hiinfelf,  it  muft  be  by  more  important 
virtues.  He  muft  acquire  dependants  to  ba- 
lance the  dependants,  of  the  great,  and  he  has- 
no  other  fund  to  pay  them  from,  but  the- 
labour  of  -his  body,  and  the  a'flWity  of  his 
mind.  He  muft  cultivate  thefe  therefore :  he 
muft  acquire  fupcrior  knowledge  in  his  pro- 
fefTion,  and  fuperior  induftry  in  the  exercife 
of  it.  He  mull  be  patient  in  labour,  refolute 
in  danger,  and  firm  in  diftrefs.  Thefe  talents 
he  muft  bring  into  public  view,  by  the  diffi- 
culty, importance,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
good  judgment  of  his  undertakings,  and  by 
the  fevere  and  unrelenting  application  wich 
which  he  purfucs  them.  Probity  and  pru- 
dence, generofity  and  frankaefs,  muft  cha- 
raderize  his  behaviour  upon  all  ordinary  oc- 

cafions  ; 
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cafions ;  and  he  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  be 
forward  to  engage  in  all  thofe  fituations,  in 
which  it  requires  the  greateft  talents  and  vir- 
tues to  a(ft  with  propriety,  but  in  which  the 
greateft  applaufe  is  to  be  acquired  by  thofe 
who  can  acquit  themfelves  with  honour. 
With  what  impatience  does  the  man  of  fpirit 
and  ambition,  who  is  depreifed  by  his  fitua- 
tion,  look  round  for  fome  great  opportunity 
to  diftinguilli  hinifelf?  No  circumftances 
which  can  afford  this,  appear  to  him  unde- 
firable.  He  even  looks  forward  with  fatis- 
fadlion  to  the  profped;  of  foreign  war,  or 
civil  diffenhon ;  and,  with  fecret  tranfport 
and  delight,  fees  through  all  the  confufion 
and  bloodihed  which  attend  them,  the  pro- 
bability of  t#ofe  wifhed  for  occafions  prefent- 
ing  themfeUes,  in  which  he  may  draw  upon' 
himfelf  the  attention  and  admiration  of  man- 
kind. The  man  of  rank  and  diftincftion,  on 
the  contrary,  whofe  whole  glory  confifts  in  the 
propriety  of  his  ordinary  behaviour,  who  is 
contented  with  the  humble  renown  which  this 
can  afford  him,  and  has  no  talents  to  acquire 
any  other,  is  unwilling  to  embarrafs  himfelf 
with  what  can  be  attended  either  with  difH-* 
culty  or  diftrefs.  To  figure  at  a  ball  is  his 
great  triumph,  and  to  fucceed  in  an  intrigue 
of  gallantry,  his  highefi  exploit.     He  has  an 
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averfion  to   all   public   confufions,  not   from 
the  love  of  mankind,  for  the  great  never  look 
upon  their  inferiors  as  their  fellow-creatures ; 
nor  yet  from  want  of  courage,  for  in  that  he 
is  feklom  defcdive  ;  but  from  a  confcioufnefs 
that  he  pollcifes  none  of  the  virtues  which  are 
required  in  fuch  fituations,  and  that  the  pub- 
lic attention   will  certainly  be   drawn    away 
from  him  by  others.     He  may  be  willing  to 
expofe  himfelf  to   fome  little  danger,  and  to 
make  a  campaign  when  it  happens  to  be  the 
fafhion.     But  he  Ihudders  with  horror  at  the 
thought  of  any  fituation  which  demands  the 
continual  and  long  exertion  of  patience,  in- 
duftry,  fortitude,  and  application  of  thought. 
Thele  virtues  are  hardly  ever  to  be  met  with 
fi\  men  who  are  born   to  thofe  hi'jh  ftations. 
In  all  governments  accordingly,  Qven  in  mo- 
narchies,   the    bigheft    offices    are   generally 
pofleircd,  and  the  whole  detail  of  the  admi- 
niftration  conduced,  by  men  who  are  edu- 
cated in  the  middle  and  inferior  ranks  of  life, 
who  have  been  carried  forward  by  their  own- 
induftry  and  abilities,  though  loaded  with  the 
jealoufy,  and  oppofed  by  the  refentment,  of 
all  thofe  who  were  born  their  fuperiors,  and 
to  whom    the  great,    after   having   regarded 
them  firft  with  contempt,  and  afterwards  with 
envy,  are  at  laft  contented  to  truckle  with 

the 
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tjie  fame  abjed:  meannefs  with  which  they 
defire  that  the  reft  of  mankind  ihould  behave 
to  themfelves. 

.  It  is  the  lofs  of  this  eafy  empire  over  the 
afFedlions  of  mankind  which  renders  the  fall 
from  greatnefs  fo  infupportable.  When  the 
family  of  the  king  of  Macedon  was  led  in 
triumph  by  Paulus  iEmilius,  their  misfor- 
tunes, it  is  faid,  made  them  divide  with  their 
conqueror  the  attention  of  the  Roman  people. 
The  fight  of  the  royal  children,  whofe  tender 
age  rendered 'them  infenfible  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  ilruck  the  fped-ators,  amidft  the  public 
rejoicings  and  profperity,  with  the  tendered 
forrow  and  compalFion.  The  king  appeared 
next  in  the  proceffion ;  and  feemed  like  one 
confounded  and  aftoniihed,  and  bereft  of  all 
fentiment,  by  the  greatnefs  of  his  calamities. 
His  friends  and  minifters  followed  after  him. 
As  they  moved  along,  they  often  caft  their 
eyes  upon  their  fallen  fovereign,  and  always 
burft  into  tears  at  the  fight ;  their  whole  be- 
haviour demonftrating  that  they  thought  not 
of  their  own  misfortune,  but  were  occupied 
entirely  by  the  fuperior  greatnefs  of  his.  The 
generous  Romans,  on  the  contrary,  beheld 
him  with  difdain  and  indignation,  and  re- 
garded as  unworthy  of  all  compaifion  the 
man  who  could   be  fo   mean-fpirited  as  to 

bear 
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bear  to  live  nnder  fuch  calamities.  Yet  what 
did  thofe  calamities  amount  to  ?  According  to 
the  greater  part  of  hlllorians,  he  was  to  fpend 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  powerful  and  humane  people,  in  a 
ftate  which  in  itfelf  ftiould  feem  worthy  of 
envy,  a  ftate  of  plenty,  eafe,  lelfure,  and  fe- 
curity,  from  which  it  was  impoflible  for  him 
even  by  his  own  folly  to  fall.  But  he  w^as 
no  longer  to  be  furrounded  by  that  admiring 
mob  of  fools,  flatterers,  and  dependants,  who 
had  formerly  been  accuftomed  to  attend  upon 
all  his  motions.  He  was  no  longer  to  be 
gazed  upon  by  multitudes,  nor  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  render  himfelf  the  objc6l  of 
their  refpe<^,  their  gratitude,  their  love,  their 
admiration.  The  pafTions  of  nations  were 
no  longer  to  mould  themfelves  upon  his  in- 
clinations. This  was  that  infupportable  cala- 
mity which  bereaved  the  king  of  all  fenti- 
mcnt  ;  which  made  his  friends  forget  their 
own  misfortunes  ;  and  which  the  Roman 
magnanimity  could  fcarce  conceive  how  any 
man  could  be  fo  mean-fpirited  aj>  to  bear  to 
furvive. 

"  Love,'*  fays  my  Lord  Roclifoucault,  **  is 
"  commonly  fucceeded  by  ambition  ;  but  am- 
**  bition  is  hardly  ever  fucceeded  by  love." 
That  paffion,  when  once  it  has  got  entire  pof- 

VOL.  I.  J  feiTion 
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fefTion  of  the  breaft,  will  admit  neither  a  rival 
nor  a  fiiccelTbr.  To  thofe  who  have  been 
accufiomed  to  the  pofTefiion  or  even  to  the 
hope  of  public  admiration,  all  other  pleafures 
ficken  and  decay.  Of  all  the  difcarded  ftatef- 
men  who  for  their  own  eale  have  ftudied  to 
get  tlie  better  of  ambition,  and  to  defpife 
thofe  honours  which'  they  could  no  longer 
arrive  at,  how. few  have  been  able  to  fucceed  ? 
The  greater  part  have  fpent  their  time  in  the 
moll:  liftlefs  and  infipid  indolence,  chagrined 
at  the  thoughts  of  their  ovv'n  infignificancy, 
incapable  of  being  interefted  in  the  occupa- 
tions of  private  lifi?,  without  enjoyment,  ex- 
cept when  they  talked  of  their  former  great- 
nefs,  and  without  fatisfadtion,  except  when 
they  were  employed  in  fome  vain  projed  to 
recover  it-  Are  you  in  earned  refolved  ne- 
ver to  barter  your  liberty  for  the  lordly  fervi- 
tude  of  a  court,  but  to  live  free,  fearlefs,  and 
independent  ?  There  feems  to  be  one  way  to 
continue  in  that  virtuous  refolution  ;  and  per^ 
haps  but  one.  Never  enter  the  place  from 
whence  fofevy  have  been  able  to  return  ;  ne- 
ver come  within  the  circle  of  ambition  ;  nor 
ever  bring  yourfelt  into  comparifon  with 
thofe  mailers  of  the  earth  who  have  al- 
ready engroflcd  the  attention  of  half  man- 
kind before  you. 

Of 
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Of  luch  mighty  importance  does  it  appear 
to  be,  in  the  imaginations  of  men,  to  (land  in 
that  fituation  which  fcts  them  moft  in  the 
view  of  general  fympathy  and  attention. 
And  thus,  place,  that  great  ohjedl  which  di- 
vides the  wives  of  aldermen,  is  the  end  of 
half  the  labours  of  human  life  ;  and  is  the 
caufe  of  all  the  tumult  and  buftle,  all  the  ra- 
pine and  injuftice,  which  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion have  introduced  into  this  world.  People 
of  fenfe,  it  is  faid,  indeed  defpife  place ;  that 
is,  they  defpife  fitting  at  the  head  of  the  table, 
and  are  indifferent  who  it  is  that  is  pointed 
out  to  the  company  by  that  frivolous  circum- 
ftance,  which  the  fmalleft  advantage  is  capable 
of  overbalancing.  But  rank,  dlftinctlon,  pre- 
eminence, no  man  defpifes,  unlefs  he  is  either 
raifed  very  much  above,  or  funk  very  much 
below,  the  ordinary  ftandard  of  human  na- 
ture ;  unlefs  he  is  either  fo  confirmed  in  wif- 
dom  and  real  philofophy,  as  to  be  fatisfied 
that,  while  the  propriety  of  his  condudt  ren- 
ders him  the  juft  objedl:  of  approbation,  it  is 
of  little  confequence  though  he  be  neither  at- 
tended to,  nor  approved  of;  or  fo  habituated 
to  the  idea  of  his  own  meannefs,  fo  funk  in 
ilothful  and  fottifli  indifference,  as  entirely  to 
liave  forgot  the  defire,  and  almoft  the  very 
wifh,  for  fupcriority. 

I  2  As 


M$  0/"  Propriety.  Parti. 

As  to  become  the  natural  obje<fl  of  the 
joyous  congratulations  and  fympathetic  at- 
tentions of  mankind  is,  in  this  manner,  the 
circumftance  which  gives  to  profperity  all  its 
dazzling  fplendour  ;  fo  nothing  darkens  fo 
much  the  gloom  of  adverfity  as  to  feel  that 
our  misfortunes  are  the  objects,  not  of  the 
fellow-feeling,  but  of  the  contempt  and  aver- 
fion  of  our  brethren.  It  is  upon  this  account 
that  the  mod  dreadful  calamities  are  not  al- 
ways thofe  which  it  is  moft  difficult  to  fup- 
port.  It  is  often  more  mortifying  to  appear 
in  public  under  fmall  difafters,  than  under 
great  misfortunes.  The  lirft  excite  no  fym- 
pathy  ;  but  the  fecond,  though  they  may  ex- 
cite none  that  approaches  to  the  anguifh  of 
the  fufferer,  call  forth,  however,  a  very  lively 
compaffion.  The  fentiments  of  the  fpeda- 
tors  are,  in  this  laffc  cafe,  lefs  wide  of  thofe  of 
the  fufferer,  and  their  imperfed:  fellow-feeling 
lends  him  fome  affiftance  in  fupporting  his 
mifery.  Before  a  gay  alTembly,  a  gentleman 
would  be  more  mortified  to  appear  covered 
with  filth  and  rags  than  vvith  blood  and 
wounds.  This  lail  fituatlon  would  interefl 
their  pity ;  the  other  would  provoke  their 
laughter.  The  judge  vA\o  orders  a  criminal 
to  be  fet  In  the  pillory,  diflionours  him  more 
than  if  he  had  condemned  him  to  the  fcafFold. 

The 
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The  great  prince  who,  fome  years  ago,  caned 
a  general  officer  at  the  head  of  his  army,  dif- 
graced  him  irrecoverably.  The  punifhment 
would  have  been  much  lefs  had  he  (hot  him 
through  the  hotly.  By  the  laws  of  honour, 
to  llrike  with  a  cane  dishonours,  to  llrike 
with  a  fword  does  not,  for  an  obvious  reafon. 
Thofe  {lighter  punilhments,  when  infli^bed 
on  a  gentleman,  to  whom  diilionour  is  the 
greateft  of  all  evils,  come  to  be  regarded 
among  a  humane  and  generous  people,  as  the 
moft  dreadful  of  any.  With  regard  to  pcr- 
fons  of  that  rank,  therefore,  they  are  univer- 
fally  laid  afide,  and  the  law,  while  it  takes 
their  life  upon  many  occafions,  refpe6l:s  their 
honour  upon  almoft  all.  To  fcourge  a  per- 
fon  of  quality,  or  to  fet  him  in  the  pillory, 
upon  account  of  any  crime  whatever,  is  a 
brutality  of  which  no  European  government, 
except  that  of  RufTia,  is  capable. 

A  brave  man  is  not  rendered  contemptible 
by  being  brought  to  the  fcaffbld  ;  he  is,  by 
being  fet  in  the  pillory.  His  behaviour  in 
the  one  fituatlon  may  gain  him  univcrfal 
efteem  and  admiration.  No  behaviour  in  the 
other  can  render  him  agreeable.  The  fym- 
pathy  of  the  fpedators  fupports  him  in  the 
one  cafe,  and  faves  him  from  that  fhame,  that 
confcioufnefs,  that  his  mifery  is  felt  by  him- 
i  3  felf 
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felf  only,  which  is  of  all  fentiments  the  moft 
unfupportable.  There  is  no  fympatliiy  in  the 
other  ;  or,  if  there  is  any,  it  is  not  with  his 
pain,  which  is  a  trifle,  but  with  his  confciouf- 
nefs  of  the  want  of  fympathy  with  which  this 
pain  is  attended.  It  is  with  his  fhame,  not 
with  his  forrow.  Thofe  who  pity  him,  blufh 
and  hang  down  their  heads  for  him.  He 
droops  in  the  fame  manner,  and  feels  him- 
felf  irrecoverably  degraded  by  the  punifli-, 
ment,  though  not  by  the  crime.  The  man, 
on  the  contrary,  who  dies  with  refolution, 
as  he  is  naturally  regarded  with  the  ere6t 
afpecl  of  efteem  and  approbation,  fo  he 
wears  himfelf  the  fame  undaunted  counte- 
nance ;  and,  if  the  crime  does  not  deprive 
him  of  the  refpe£t  of  others,  the  punifhment 
never  will.  He  has  no  fufpicion  that  his 
fituation  is  the  obje6t  of  contempt  or  derifion 
to  any  body,  and  he  can,  with  propriety,  af- 
fume  the  air,  not  only  of  perfed  ferenity, 
but  of  triumph  and  exultation. 

"  Great  dangers,"  fays  the  Cardinal  de 
Retz,  "  have  their  charms,  becaufe  there  is 
"  fome  glory  to  be  got,  even  when  we  mif- 
"  carry.  But  moderate  dangers  have  no- 
*•'  thinp-  but  what  is  horrible,  becaufe  the  lofs 
"  of  reputation  always  attends  the  want  of 
*'  fuccefs."  His-  maxim  has  the  fame  found- 
ation 
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ation  with  what   we   have  been  juft  now  ob- 
fervinc^  witli  regiird  to  punilhinents. 

Human  virtue  is  luperior  to  pain,  to  po- 
verty, to  clanger,  and  to  death  ;  nor  does  it 
tfven  require  its  utmoft  efforts  to  defpife 
them.  But  to  have  its  mifery  expofed  to  in- 
fult  and  derifion,  to  be  led  in  triumph,  to  be 
fet  up  for  the  hand  of  fcorn  to  point  at,  is  a 
fitualion  in  which  its  conftancy  is  much 
more  apt  to  fail.  Comj^ared  with  the  con- 
tempt of  mankind,  all  other  external  evils 
are  eafily  fiipported. 


CHAP.    III. 

Of  the  corn.'plioii  of  our  7?ig?\iI  fcntimcritSy 
which  is  occLifivrieJ  hy  this  ilifpofit'ion  to 
admire  thl  rich  a?id  the  great^  and  to 
defpife  or  ticglcH  perfons  if  poor  a?id  mean 
condition. 

np II IS  difpofition  to  admire,  and  almoft  to 
-*"  woriliip  the  rich  and  the  powerful,  and 
to  defpife,  or,  at  leai\,  to  negledt  perfons  of 
poor  and  mean  condirion,  though  neceffary 
both  to  eftabliih  and  to  maintain  the  dillinc- 
I  4  tin  a 
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tion  of  ranks  and  the  order  of  foc'iety,  is,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  great  and  moil  univerfal 
caufe  of  the  corruption  of  our  moral  fenti- 
ments.  That  wealth  and  greatnefs  are  often 
regarded  with  the  refpe<5t  and  admiration 
which  are  due  only  to  wifdom  and  virtue  ; 
and  that  the  contempt,  of  which  vice  and 
folly  are  the  only  proper  objeds,  is  often  moft 
unjuftly  bellowed  upon  poverty  and  weak- 
nefs,  has  been  the  complaint  of  moralifts  in 
all  ages. 

We  defire  both  to  be  refpedable,  and  to  be 
refpedied.  We  dread  both  to  be  contemptible, 
and  to  be  contemned.  But,  upon  coming 
into  the  world,  we  foon  find  that  wifdom  and 
virtue  are  by  no  means  the  fole  objedts  of  re- 
fpe6t ;  nor  vice  and  folly,  of  contempt.  We 
frequently  fee  the  refpedful  attentions  of  the 
world  more  ftrongly  directed  towards  the 
rich  and  the  great,  than  towards  the  wife  and 
the  virtuous.  We  fee  frequently  the  vices 
and  follies  of  the  powerful  much  lefs  defpifed 
than  the  poverty  and  weaknefs  of  the  inno- 
cent. To  deferve,  to  acquire,  and  to  enjoy 
the  refpedl  and  admiration  of  mankind,  are 
the  great  objects  of  ambition  and  emulation. 
Two  different  roads  are  prefented  to  us, 
equally  leading  to  the  attainment  of  this  fo 
much  defned  objedt ;  the  one,  by  the  ftudy 

1  of 
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of  wlfclom,  and  the  piadice  of  virtue ;  the 
other,  hy  the  acquifition  of  wealth  and  great- 
nefs.  Two  different  charadters  are  prelented 
to  our  emulation ;  the  one,  of  proud  ambi- 
tion and  oftentatious  avidity ;  the  other,  of 
humble  modcfty  and  equitable  juflice.  Two 
different  models,  two  different  pidures,  are 
held  out  to  us,  according  to  which  we  may 
fafhion  our  own  charad:er  and  behaviour ; 
the  one  more  gaudy  and  glittering  in  its  co- 
louring ;  the  other  more  corrcd:  and  more 
exquifitely  beautiful  in  its  outline ;  the  one 
forcing  itfeif  upon  the  notice  of  every  wan- 
dering eye  ;  the  other  attrading  the  attention 
of  fcarce  any  body  but  the  molt  ftudious  and 
careful  obferver.  They  are  the  wife  and  the 
virtuous  chiefly,  a  feled:,  though  I  am  afraid, 
but  a  fmall  party,  who  are  the  real  and  fteady 
admirers  of  wifdom  and  virtue.  The  great 
mob  of  mankind  are  the  admirers  and  wor- 
fhippers,  and,  what  may  feem  more  extra- 
ordinary, mod  frequently  the  difinterefted 
admirers  and  worfhippcrs,  of  wealth  and 
greatnels. 

The  refpe^ft  which  we  feel  for  wifdom  and 
virtue  is,  no  doubt,  different  from  that  which 
we  conceive  for  wealth  and  grcatnefs  j  and  it 
requires  no  very  nice  difcernment  to  diftin- 
guiffi  the  difference.     But,  notwithftanding 

this 
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this  difference,  thofe  fentiments  bear  a  very' 
confiderable  refemblance  to  one  another.  In 
feme  particular  features  they  are,  no  doubt, 
different,  but,  in  the  general  air  of  the  coun- 
tenance, they  feem  to  be  fo  very  nearly  the 
fame,  that  inattentive  obfervers  are  very  apt 
to  miftake  the  one  for  the  other. 

In  equal  degrees  of  merit  there  is  fcarce 
any  man  who  does  not  refped;  more  the  rich 
and  the  great,  than  the  poor  and  the  humble. 
With  moft  men  the  prefumption  and  vanity 
of  the  former  are  much  more  admired,  than 
the  real  and  folid  merit  of  the  latter.  It  is 
fcarce  agreeable  to  good  morals,  or  even  to 
good  language,  perhaps,  to  fay,  that  mere 
wealth  and  greatnefs,  abfiracSted  from  merit 
and  virtue,  deferve  our  refped:.  We  muft 
acknowledge,  however,  that  they  almoft  con- 
ftantly  obtain  it ;  and  they  may,  therefore, 
be  confidered  as,  in  fome  refpedis,  the  natu- 
ral objeds  of  it.  Thofe  exalted  flations  may, 
no  doubt,  be  completely  degraded  by  vice 
and  folly.  But  the  vice  and  folly  muft  be 
very  great,  before  they  can  operate  this  com- 
plete degradation.  The  profligacy  of  a  man 
of  fafhion  is  looked  upon  with  much  lefs 
contempt  and  averlion,  than  that  of  a  man  of 
meaner  condition.  In  the  latter,  a  fmgle 
tranfgreifion  of  the  rules  of  temperance  and. 

propriety 


Sea.  III.  0/ Propriety.  123 

propriety  is  commonly  more  refented,  iliaii 
the  conltant  and  avowed  contempt  of  thcni 
ever  is  in  the  former. 

In  the  middling  and  inferior  Rations  of  Hfe, 
the  road  to  virtue  and  that  to  fortune,  to  fuch 
fortune,  at  leall,  as  men  in  fuch  llations  can 
reafonably  cxped  to  acquire,  are,  happily,  in 
moll  cafes  very  nearly  the  fame.  In  all  the 
middling  and  inferior  profeflions,  real  and 
folid  profeffional  abilities,  joined  to  prudent, 
ju(l,  firm,  and  temperate  condu(ft,  can  very 
feldom  fail  of  fuccefs.  Abilities  will  even 
fometimes  prevail  where  the  condutH:  is  by 
no  means  correct.  Either  habitual  impru- 
dence, however,  or  injuftice,  or  weaknefs, 
or  profligacy,  will  always  cloud,  and  feme- 
times  deprels  altogether,  the  moft  fplendid 
profeffional  abilities.  Men  in  the  inferior 
and  middling  ftations  of  life,  befides,  can 
never  be  great  enough  to  be  above  the  law, 
which  muft  generally  overawe  them  into  fome 
fort  of  refpedt  for,  at  leall,  the  more  import- 
ant rules  of  juftice.  The  iuccefs  of  fuch 
people,  too,  almoft  always  depends  upon  the 
favour  and  good  opinion  of  their  neighbours 
and  equals ;  and  without  a  tolerably  regular 
conduct  thcie  can  very  feldom  be  o"btained. 
The  good  old  proverb,  therefore,  That  ho- 
nefty  is  the  bed  policy,  holds,  in  fuch  litu- 
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ations,  almoft  always  perfedly  true.  In  fuch 
fituations,  therefore,  we  may  generally  ex- 
ped:  a  confiderable  degree  of  virtue  ;  and, 
fortunately  for  the  good  morals  of  fociety, 
thefe  are  the  fituations  of  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  mankind. 

In  the  fuperior  ftations  of  life  the  cafe  is 
unhappily  not  always  the  fame.  In  the  courts 
of  princes,  in  the  drawing-rooms  of  the  great, 
•w^here  fuccefs  and  preferment  depend,  not 
upon  the  efleem  of  intelligent  and  well-in- 
formed equals,  but  upon  the  fanciful  and 
foolifh  favour  of  ignorant,  prefumptuous,  and 
proud  fuperiors ;  flattery  and  falfehood  too 
often  prevail  over  merit  and  abilities.  In 
fuch  focieties,  the  abilities  to  pleafe  are  more 
regarded  than  the  abilities  to  ferve.  In  quiet 
and  peaceable  times,  when  the  ftorm  is  at  a 
diftance,  the  prince,  or  great  man,  wifhes 
only  to  be  amufed,  and  is  even  apt  to  fancy 
that  he  has  fcarce  any  occafion  for  the  fervice 
of  any  body,  or  that  thofe  who  amufe  him 
are  fufficiently  able  to  ferve  him.  The  ex- 
ternal graces,  the  frivolous  accomplifhments 
of  that  impertinent  and  foolifli  thing  called  a 
man  of  fafhion,  are  commonly  more  admired 
than  the  folid  and  mafculine  virtues  of  a  war- 
rior, a  ftatefman,  a  philofopher,  or  a  legifla- 
tor.     All  the  great  and  awful  virtues,  all  the 
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virtues  which  can  tit,  either  for  the  council, 
the  fenatc,  or  the  field,  are,  by  the  iniblent 
and  infignificant  flatterers,  who  commonly 
ligure  the  niofl:  in  I'uch  corrupted  locicties, 
held  in  the  utniolt  contempt  and  derifion. 
When  the  duke  of  Sully  was  called  upon  by 
Lewis  the  Thirteenth,  to  give  his  advice  in 
fome  great  emergency,  he  obferved  the  fa- 
vourites and  courtiers  whifpering  to  one  an- 
other, and  finiling  at  his  unfafhionable 
appearance.  "  Whenever  your  majefty's 
"  father,"  faid  the  old  warrior  and  ftatefman, 
*'  did  me  the  honour  to  confult  me,  he  or- 
*'  dered  the  buffoons  of  the  court  to  retire 
"  into  the  antechamber." 

It  is  trom  our  dilpoiltion  to  admire,  and 
confequently  to  imitate,  the  rich  and  the 
great,  that  they  are  enabled  to  fet,  or  to  lead, 
what  is  called  the  fafliion.  Their  drefs  is  the 
faihionable  drefs  ;  the  language  of  their  con- 
verfation,  the  fafhionablc  ftylc  ;  their  air  and 
deportment,  the  fafliionable  behaviour.  Even 
their  vices  and  follies  are  fafhionable  ;  and  the 
greater  part  of  men  are  proud  to  imitate  and 
refemble  them  in  the  very  qualities  which 
difhonour  and  degrade  them.  Vain  men 
often  give  themfelves  airs  of  a  fafhionable 
profligacy,  which,  in  their  hearts,  they  do 
not  approve  of,  and  of  which,  perhaps,  they 

are 
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are  really  not  guilty.  They  defire  to  be 
praifed  for  what  they  themfelves  do  not  think 
praife-worthy,  and  are  afhamed  of  unfafliion- 
able  virtues  which  they  fometimes  pradtife  in 
fecret,  and  for  which  they  have  fecretly  fome 
degree  of  real  veneration.  There  are  hypo- 
crites of  wealth  and  greatnefs,  as  well  as  of 
religion  and  virtue  ;  and  a  vain  man  is  as  apt 
to  pretend  to  be  what  he  is  not,  in  the  one 
way,  as  a  cuiming  man  is  in  the  other.  He 
aifumes  the  equipage  and  fplendid  way  of  liv- 
ing of  his  iuperiors,  without  confidering  that 
whatever  may  be  praife-worthy  in  any  of 
thefe,  derives  its  w^hole  merit  and  propriety 
from  its  fuitablenefs  to  that  fituation  and  for- 
tune w^hich  both  require  and  can  eafily  fup- 
port  the  expence.  Many  a  poor  man  places 
his  glory  in  being  thought  rich,  without  con- 
fidering that  the  duties  (if  one  may  call  fuch 
follies  by  fo  very  venerable  a  name)  which 
that  reputation  impofes  upon  him,  muft  foon 
reduce  him  to  beggary,  and  render  his  fitu- 
ation ftill  more  unlike  that  of  thofe  whom  he 
admires  and  imitates,  than  it  had  been  ori- 
ginally. 

To  attain  to  this  envied  ikuation,  the  can- 
didates for  fortune  too  frequently  abandon 
the  paths  of  virtue  ;  for  unhappily,  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  one,  and  that  which  leads 
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to  tlie  other,  lie  lomctlines  in  very  oppofite 
tlircdions.  But  the  amhitious  man  Hatters 
Jiimfclt'  that,  in  the  fplenditl  fitwation  to  wliich 
he  advances,  he  will  have  lb  many  means  of 
commandini;  the  relpe^n:  and  admiration  of 
mankind,  and  will  be  enabled  to  aiH:  with 
fuch  fuperior  piopricty  and  grace,  that  the 
lullre  of  his  future  condud:  will  entirely 
cover,  or  elTace,  the  foulnefs  of  the  fteps  by 
which  lie  arrived  at  that  elevation.  In  many 
governments  the  candidates  for  the  highell 
Uations  are  above  the  law;  and  if  they  can 
attain  the  obje<ft  of  their  ambition,  they  have 
no  fear  of  being  called  to  account  for  the 
means  by  which  they  acquired  it.  They 
often  endeavour,  therefore,  not  only  by  fraud 
and  fallehood,  the  ordinary  and  vulgar  arts 
of  intrigue  and  cabal  j  but  fometimes  by  the 
perpetration  of  the  mofh  enormous  crimes,  by 
murder  and  affafhnation,  by  rebellion  and 
civil  war,  to  lupplant  and  delboy  thofe  who 
oppofe  or  ftand  in  the  way  of  their  greatnefs. 
They  more  frequently  mifcarry  than  fucceed; 
and  commonly  gain  nothing  but  the  difgrace- 
ful  punidimcnt  which  is  due  to  their  crimes. 
But,  though  they  (liould  be  fo  lucky  as  to  at- 
tain that  wilhed-for  grcatnefs,  they  are  always 
moft  milcrably  difappointed  in  the  hanpinefs 
which  they  expert  to  enjoy  in  it.     It  is  not 
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eafe  or  pleafure,  but  always  honour,  of  one 
kind  or  another,  though  frequently  an  ho- 
nour very  ill  underftood,  that  the  ambitious 
man  really  purfues.  But  the  honour  of  his 
exalted  ftation  appears,  both  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  in  thofe  of  other  people,  polluted  and 
defiled  by  the  bafenefs  of  the  means  through 
which  he  rofe  to  it.  Though  by  the  profu- 
fion  of  every  liberal  expence  ;  though  by  ex- 
cefFive  indulgence  in  every  profligate  plea- 
fure, the  wretched,  but  ufual,  refource  of 
ruined  characters  ;  though  by  the  hurry  of 
public  bufmefs,  or  by  the  prouder  and  more 
dazzling  tumult  of  war,  he  may  endeavour 
to  efface,  both  from  his  own  memory  and 
from  that  of  other  people,  the  remembrance 
of  what  he  has  done,  that  remembrance  never 
fails  to  purfue  him.  He  invokes  in  vain  the 
dark  and  dilmal  powers  of  forgetfulnefs  and 
oblivion.  He  remembers  himfelf  what  he 
has  done,  and  that  remembrance  tells  him 
that  other  people  mufl:  likewife  remember  it. 
Amidft  all  the  gawdy  pomp  of  the  moft 
oftentatious  greatnefs  ;  amidft  the  venal  and 
vile  adulation  of  the  great  and  of  the  learned ; 
amidft  the  more  innocent,  though  more  fool- 
ifh,  acclamations  of  the  common  people ; 
amidft  all  the  pride  of  conqueft  and  the  tri- 
umph of  fuccefsful  war,  he   is  ftill  fecretly 
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purfued  by  the  avenging  furies  of  fliamc  and 
rcmorfc ;  and,  wliile  glory  fcems  to  I'urround 
him  on  all  fides,  he  himfclf,  in  his  own  ima- 
gination, fees  hlaek  and  foul  infamy  fad  pur- 
fuing  him,  and  every  m^oment  ready  to  over- 
take him  from  behind.  Even  the  great  Cae- 
far,  though  he  had  the  magnanimity  to  clil^ 
mifd  his  guards,  could  not  difmifs  his  fufpi- 
cions.  The  remembrance  of  Pharfalia  ftill 
liaunted  and  purfued  him.  When,  at  the  re- 
cjueft  of  the  Senate,  he  had  the  generofity  to 
pardon  Marcellus,  he  told  that  affembly,  that 
he  was  nt)t  unaware  of;  the  dcfigas  whicill 
were  -carrying  jOh  againft  his  life  ;  but  that  as 
he  had  lived  Jong  enough  both. for  nature  and 
for  glory,  he  was  contented  to  die,  and  there- 
fore delpifcd  all  confpiracies.  He  had,  per- 
haps, lived  long  enough  for  nature.  But  the 
man  who  felt .  himfelf  the  objetft  of  fiich 
deadly  refentment,  from  tliofe  whofe  favour 
he  wifhed  to  gain,  and  whom  he  ftill  wifhed 
to  confider  as  his  friends,  had  certainly  lived 
too  long  for  real  glory  ;  or  for  all  the  happi- 
riefs  which  ;he  could  ever  hope  to  enjoy  in, 
the  Iqve  and  efteem  of  his  equals. 
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Of  Merit    and    Demerit;    or,    of   the 
Objeds  of  Reward  and  Punishment. 

Confifting  of  Three  Sedtions. 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N    I. 

Of  the  Sense   of  Merit   and  Demerit. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THERE  is  another  fet  of  qualities  afcribed 
to  the  actions  and  condudl  of  mankind, 
diftindt  from  their  propriety  or  impropriety, 
their  decency  or  ungracefulnefs,  and  which 
are  the  objects  of  a  diftin(ft  fpecies  of  appro- 
bation and  difapprobation.  Thefe  are,  Me- 
rit and  Demerit,  the  qualities  of  deferving  re- 
ward, and  of  deferving  puniftiment. 

It 
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It  has  already  been  obferved,  iIiaL  the  Tm- 
timent  or  afTedion  of  the  heart,  from  which 
any  action  proceeds,  and  upon  which  its 
whole  virtue  or  vice  depends,  may  be  tonfi- 
dered  under  two  different  afpedls',  or  in  two 
different  relations :  fu-fl:,  in  relation  to  the 
caufe  or  objedl  which  excites  it ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  in  relation  to  the  end  which  it  pro- 
pofes,  or  to  the  effeO:  which  it  tends  to  pro- 
duce: that  upon  the  fuitablenefs  or  uniiiit- 
ablenefs,  upon  the  proportion  or  dlfpropor- 
tion  which  the  affection  feems  to  bear  to  the 
caufe  or  objed:  which  excites  it,  depends  the 
propriety  or  impropriety,  the  decency  or  un- 
gracefulnefs  of  the  confequent  adion,  and 
that  upon  the  beneficial  or  hurtful  effed:s 
which  the  affection  propofes  or  tends  to  pro- 
duce, depends  the  merit  or  demerit,  the  good 
or  ill  defert  of  the  adion,  to  which  it  gives 
occafion.  Wherein  confifls  our  fenfe  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  adions,  has  been 
explained  in  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe. 
We  come  now  to  confider,  wherein  confiils 
that  of  their  good  or  ill  defert. 
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CHAP.    I. 

I'hat  whatever  appears  to  he  the  proper  object 
of  gratitude^  appears  to  deferve  reward ; 
and  that^  in  the  fame  manner^  isohatever  ap" 
pears  to  be  the  proper  obje&  of  refcntment^ 
appears  to  deferve  punifDment. 

"O  us,  therefore,  that  ad:ion  mufl:  appear 
to  deferve  reward^  which  appears  to  be 
the  proper  and  approved  objeci  of  that  fenti- 
ment,  which  mod  immediately  and  directly 
•prompts  us  to  reward,  or  to  do  good  to  an- 
other. And  in  the  fame  manner,  that  action 
muft  appear  to  deferve  punifhinent,  which 
appears  to  be  the.  proper  and  approved  objedt 
of  that  fentiment  which  moll  immediately 
and  dire<5tly  prompts  us  to  punifh,  or  to  in- 
flid  evil  upon  another. 

.  The  fentiment  which  moft  immediately 
and  direftly  prompts  us  to  reward,  is  grati- 
tude ;  that  which  moft  immediately  and  di- 
reftiy  prompts  us  to  punilh,  is  refentment. 

To  us,  therefore,  that  adion  mufl  appear 
to  deferve  reward,  which  appears  to  be  the 
proper  and  approved  object  of  gratitude ;  as, 

on 
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on  th^  other  hand,  that  ad'ion  miifi:  appear  to 
defervc  puniflimcnt,  which  appears  to  he  the 
proper  and  approved  ohjed  of  refentment. 

To  reward  is  to  recompence,  to  remune- 
rate, to  return  good  for  good  received.  To. 
punilli,  too,  is  to  recompence,  to  remunerate,, 
though  in  a  different  manner;  it  is  to  return 
evil  for  evil  that  has  been  done. 

There  arc  i'ome  other  pafTions,  belides  gra- 
titude and  refentment,  which  intereft  us  in: 
the  happlncfs  or  mifery  of  others ;  but  there 
are  none  which  fo  dire»5tly  excite  us  to  he  the 
indruments  of  eitlier.  The  love  and  efteem 
which  grow  upon  acquaintance  and  habitual 
approbation,  neccflarily  lead  us  to  be  plcafed 
with  the  good  fortune  of  the  man  who  is  the 
objedl  of  fuch  agreeable  emotions,  and  confe- 
quently,  to  be  willing  to  lend  a  hand  to  pro- 
mote it.  Our  love,  however,  is  fully  fatisfied, 
though  his  good  fortune  fliould  be  brought 
about  without  our  afhftance.  All  that  this 
pafTion  defires  is  to  fee  him  happy,  without 
regarding  who  was  the  author  of  his  profpe- 
rity.  But  gratitude  is  not  to  be  fatisfied  irl 
this  manner.  If  the  perfon  to  whom  we  owe 
many  obligations  is  made  happy  without  our 
afliftance,  though  it  pleafes  our  love,  it  does 
not  content  our  gratitude.  Till  we  have  re- 
compenfed  him,  till  we  ourfelves  have  been 
K  o  inflfu- 
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inftrumental-in  promoting  his  happincfs,  we 
feel  oiirfeives  ftill  loaded  with  that  debt  which 
his  paft  fervices  have  laid  upon  us. 

The  hatred  and  diflike,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, -which  grow  upon  habitual  dilapproba- 
tion,  would  often  lead  us  to  take  a  malicious 
pleafure  in  the  misfortune  of  the  man  whofe 
conduct  and  character  excite  fo  painful  a 
paflion.  But  though  diflike  and  hatred  harden 
us  againft  all  fympathy,  and  fometimes  dif- 
pofe  us  even  to  rejoice  at  the  diflrefs  of  an- 
other, yet,  if  there  is  no  refentment  in  the 
cafe,  if  neither  v/e  nor  our  friends  have  re- 
ceived any  great  perfonal  provocation,  thefe 
paflions  would  not  naturally  lead  us  to  wifh 
to  be  inftrumental  in  bringing  it  about. 
Though  v/e  could  fear  no  punifhment  in 
confequence  of  our  having  had  lome  hand  in 
it,  we  would  rather  that  it  fhould  happen  by 
other  means.  To  one  under  the  dominion 
of  violent  hatred,  it  would  be  agreeable  per- 
haps to  hear,  that  the  perfon  whom  he  ab- 
horred and  detefted  was  killed  by  fome  acci- 
dent. But  if  he  had  the  leaft  fpark  of  juftice, 
which,  though  this  pafTion  is  not  very  favour- 
able to  virtue,  he  might  ftill  have,  it  would 
hurt  him  exceffively  to  have  been  himfelf, 
even  v/ithout  defjgn,  the  occafion  of  this  mif- 
fortune.    Much  more  would  the  very  thought 
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of  voluntarily  contributing  to   it   Ihock  him 
beyond  all  meafurc.     He  would  rcjcd  with 
horror  even  the  imagination  of  fo  execrable  a 
defign  ;  and  if  he  could  imagine  himielf  ca- 
pable of  fuch  an  enormity,  he  would  begin 
to  regard  himfelf  in  the  fame  odious  light  in 
which  he  had  confidered  the  perfon  who  was 
the   objeiSt   of  his    diflike.     But  it   is   quite 
otherwife   with    refentment;    if  the    perfon 
who  had  done  usfome  great  injury,  who  had 
murdered    our   father    or    our   brother,    for 
example,    fhould  foon    afterwards    die    of  a 
fever,    or   even   be    brought  to    the   fcaffold 
upon  account   of  fome  other  crime,  though 
it  might  fc^cth  our  hatred,  it  would  not  fully 
gratify  our  refentment.     Refentment  would 
prompt  us  to  defire,  not  only  that  he  fhould 
be  punifhed,  but  that  he  fhould  be  puniflied 
by  our  means,  and  upon  account  of  that  par- 
ticular injury  which  he  had  done  to  us.    Re- 
fentment cannot  be  fully  gratified  unlefs  the 
offender  is   not  only  made  to  grieve  in  his 
turn,  but  to  grieve  for  that  particular  wrong 
which  we  have  fuffered  from  him.     He  muft 
be  made  to  repent  arnd  be  forry  for  this  very 
action,  that  others,   through  fear  of  the  like 
puniihment,    may    be    terrified    from    being 
guilty  of  the  like  offence.     The  natural  gra- 
tification of  this  paffion.  tends,  of  its  own  ac- 
K  4  cord, 
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dord,  to  produce  all  the  political  ends  of 
^uniilimeht ;  the  correction  of  the  criminal, 
and  the  example  to  the  public. 

Gratitude  and  refentment,  therefore,  are 
the  fentiments  which  moft  immediately  and 
diredly  prompt  to  reward  and  to  punifh. 
To  us,  therefore,  he  muft  appear  to  deferve 
reward,  who  appears  to  be  the  proper  a:nd 
approved  objed:  of  gratitude ;  and  he  to  de- 
ferve punifhment,  who  appears  to  be  that  of 
refentment. 


CHAP.    II. 

Of  the  proper  objecfs  of  gratitude  and  rc^. 
fentment, 

rr-'O  be  the  proper  and  approved  object 
"^  either  of  gratitude  or  refentment,  can 
mean  nothing  but  to  be  the  obje(fl  of  that 
gratitude,  and  of  that  refentment  which 
naturally  feems  proper,  and  is  approved  of. 

But  thefe,  as  well  as  all  the  other  paiiions 
of  human  nature,  feem  proper  and  are  ap- 
proved of,  when  the  heart  of  every  impartial 
fpedlator    entirely   fympathizes   with  them, 

when 
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when  every  Indiftcrent  by-ftandcr  entirely 
enters  into,  and  goes  along;  with  them. 

He,  therefore,  appears  to  deferve  reward, 
who,  to  Tonic  pcrfon  or  pcrlbns,  is  the  natu- 
ral objed:  of  a  gratitude  which  every  human 
heart  is  difpofed  to  beat  time  to,  and  thereby 
applaud:  and  he,  on  tlio  other  hand,  appears 
to  deferve  punilhment,  who  in  the  fame  man- 
ner is  to  fome  perfon  or  perfons  the  natural 
objedl  of  a  refentment  which  the  breaft  of 
every  reafonable  man  is  ready  to  adopt  and 
fympathize  with.  To  us,  furcly,  that  adion 
muft  appear  to  deferve  reward  wliich  every 
body  who  knows  of  it  would  wifli  to  reward, 
and  therefore  delights  to  fee  rewarded:  and 
that  adion  muft  as  furely  appear  to  deferve 
punifhment  which  every  body  who  hears  of 
it  is  angry  with,  and  upon  that  account  re- 
joices to  fee  punifhed. 

I.  As  we  fympathize  wirh  the  joy  of  our 
companions  when  in  profperity,  fo  we  join 
with  them  in  the  complacency  and  fatisfadion 
with  which  they  naturally  regard  whatever 
is  the  caufe  of  tlieir  good  fortune.  We  enter 
into  the  love  and  affedion  which  they  con- 
ceive for  it,  and  begin  to  love  it  too.  We 
fliould  be  forry  for  their  fakes  if  it  was  de- 
ftroyed,  or  even  if  it  was  placed  at  too 
great  a  diftance  from  them,  and  out  of  the 

reach 
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reach  of  their  care  and  prote£tion,  though 
they  Ihould  lofe  nothing  by  its  abfence 
except  the  pleafure  of  feeing  it.  If  it  is 
man  who  has  thus  been  the  fortunate  in- 
ftrument  of  the  happinefs  of  his  brethren, 
this  is  ftill  more  peculiarly  the  cafe.  AVhen 
•we  fee  one  man  affifted,  protected,  relieved 
by  another,  our  fympathy  with  the  joy  of 
the  perfon  who  receives  the  benefit  ferves 
only  to  animate  our  fellow-feeling  with  his 
gratitude  towards  him  who  bellows  it.  When 
we  look  upon  the  perfon  who  is  the  caufe  of 
his  pleafure  with  the  eyes  with  which  we 
imagine  he  muft  look  upon  him,  his  bene- 
factor feems  to  ftand  before  us  in  the  moft 
engaging  and  aniiable  light.  We  readily 
therefore  fympathize  with  the  grateful  affec- 
tion which  he  conceives  for  a  perfon  to 
whom  he  has  been  fo  much  obliged  ;  and 
confequently  applaud  the  returns  which  he 
is  difpofed  to  make  for  the  good  offices  con- 
ferred upon  him.  As  we  entirely  enter  into 
the  aSedlion  from  which  thefe  returns  pro- 
ceed, they  neceffarily  feem  every  way  proper 
and  fuitable  to  their  objedl. 

2.   In  the  fame  manner,  as  we  fympathize 
with  the  forrow  of  our  fellow-creature  when- 
ever we  fee  his  di{lrefs,fo  we  likewife  enter  into 
his  abhorrence  and  averfion  for  whatever  has 
15  given 
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given  occafion  to  It.  Our  heart,  as  it  adopts 
and  beats  time  to  his  grief,  fo  it  is  Ukewife  ani- 
mated with  thatipirit  by  which  he  endeavours 
to  drive  away  or  del\roy  the  caufe  of  it.  Tlie 
indolent  and  paflive  fellow-feehng  by  which 
we  accompany  him  in  his  lufTerings,  readily 
gives  way  to  that  more  vigorous  and  adtive  fen- 
tiinent  by  which  we  go  along  with  him  in  the 
effort  he  makes,  either  to  repel  them,  or  to 
gratity  his  averfion  to  what  has  given  occa- 
lion  to  them.  This  is  ftill  more  peculiarly 
the  cafe,  when  it  is  man  who  has  caufcd 
them.  When  we  fee  one  man  opprefled  or 
injured  by  another,  the  fympathy  which  we 
feel  with  the  diftrefs  of  the  fufierer  feems  to 
ferve  only  to  animate  our  fellow-feeling  witli 
liis  refentmcnt  againfl  the  offender.  We 
are  rejoiced  to  fee  him  attack  his  adverfary 
in  his  turn,  and  are  eager  and  ready  to  affift 
him  whenever  he  exerts  himfelf  for  defence, 
or  even  for  vengeance  within  a  certain  de- 
gree. If  the  injured  {hould  perifh  in  the 
quarrel,  we  not  only  fympathize  with  the 
real  refentment  of  his  friends  and  relations, 
but  with  the  imaginary  refentment  which  in 
fancy  we  lend  to  the  dead,  who  is  no  longer 
capable  of  feeling  or  any  other  human  fenti- 
ment.  But  as  we  put  ourfelves  in  his  fitu- 
ation,  as  wc  enter,  as  it  were,  into  his  body, 

and 
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and  in  cnr  imagintitions,  in  fome  meafure, 
animate  anew  the  deformed  and  manc-lcd 
carcafe  of  the  A'a^in,  when  we  bring  home  ia 
this  mOiCner  his  cafe  to  our  own  bofonis,  we 
feel,  upon  this,  as  upon  many  other  occa- 
tlons,  an  emotion  which  the  perfon  princi- 
pally, concerned,  is  incapable  of  feeling,  and 
which  yet  we  feel  by  an  illufive  fympathy 
with  him.  Thciympathetic  tears  which  we 
fhed  for  that  iiTimcnfe  and  irretrievable  lofs, 
v/nich  in  our  £incy  he  appears  to  have  iul- 
tained,  feem  to  be  hut  a  fmall  part  of  the 
duty  which  we  owe  him..  TJiq  injury  which 
he  has  fuffered  demands,  we  think,  a  principal 
part  of  our  attention.  We  feel  that  refcnt- 
ment  which  we  imagine  lie  ought  to  feel,  and 
which  he  v^-'ould  feel  if  in  his  cold  and  lifelefs 
body  there  remained  any  confcioufnefs  of 
what  palTes  upon  earth.  His  blood,  we 
think,  calls  aloud  for  vengeance.  The  very 
afl^es  of  the  dead  feem  to  be  difturbed  at  the 
thought  that  his  injuries  are  to  pafs  unre- 
venged.  The  horrors  which  are  fuppofed  to 
haunt  the  bed  of  the  murderer,  the  ghofts 
wliich  luperftition  imagines  rife  from  their 
graves  to  demand  vengeance  upon  thofe  who 
brought  them  to  an  untimely  end,  all  take 
their  origin  from  this  narural  lympathy  with 
the  imaginary  refentmeiit  of  the  (lain.     And 

with 
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with  regard,  at  Icaft,  to  this  moft  dreadful  of 
all  crimes,  Nature,  antecedent  to  all  reflec- 
tions upon  the  utility  of  punilhmcnt,  h:*s  in 
this  manner  ftamped  upon  the  human  heart, 
in  the  ftrongcll  and  mofl:  indelible  characters, 
an  immediate  and  inflindive  apjirobation  of 
the  facred  and  necell'arv  law  of  retaliation. 


CHAP.   III. 

Tbtil  where  tLere  is  no  approbation  of  the  coji' 
duel  of  the  perfjH  who  coffers  the  beiujjc, 
there  is  little  fympathy  with  the  gratitude  of 
him  ivho  receives  it  :  and  that^  on  the  cofi- 
trary^  wihere  tijere  is  no  difapprohution  of 
the  motives  of  the  peifon  who  does  the  mif~ 
chief  there  is  no  fort  of  fympathy  with  the 
rfcntmcnt  (f  him  who  f'ffcrs  it, 

T  T  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that,  how 
beneficial  foever  on  the  one  hand,  or  how 
hurtful  loever  on  the  other.,  the  a(5lions  or 
intentions  of  the  perfon  who  adls  may  have 
been  to  the  perfon  who  is,  if  I  may  fay  fo, 
aded  upon,  yet  if  in  the  one  cafe  tlitre  ,ap^ 
.pe:irs  to  have  been  no  propriety  in  tj>e  mo* 
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tives  of  the  agent,  if  we  cannot  enter  into 
the  afFedions  which  influenced  his  conduct, 
we  have  httle  fympathy  with  the  gratitude 
of  the  perfon  who  receives  the  benefit :  or 
if,  in  the  other  cafe,  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  impropriety  in  the  motives  of  the 
agent,  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  affedions 
which  influenced  his  condudl  are  fuch  as  we 
mufl:  necefl^arily  enter  into,  we  can  have  no 
fort  of  fympathy  with  the  refentment  of  the 
perfon  who  fuffers.  Little  gratitude  feems 
due  in  the  one  cafe,  and  all  fort  of  refentment 
feems  unjuft  in  the  other.  The  one  adion 
feems  to  merit  little  reward,  the  other  to  de- 
ferve  no  punifhment. 

I.  Firfl:,  I  fay,  That  w^herever  we  cannot 
fympathize  with  the  affedtions  of  the  agent, 
wherever  there  feems  to  be  no  propriety  in 
the  motives  which  influenced  his  condudl, 
we  are  lefs  difpofed  to  enter  into  the  gratitude 
of  the  perfon  who  received  the  benefit  of  his 
adiions.  A  very  fmall  return  feems  due  to 
that  foolilh  and  profufe  generofity  which 
confers  the  greatefl  benefits  from  the  moft 
trivial  motives,  and  gives  an  eftate  to  a  man 
merely  becaufe  his  name  and  firname  happen 
to  be  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  giver.  Such 
fervices  do  not  feem  to  demand  any  propor- 
tionable recompence.     Our  contempt  for  the 

folly 
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folly  of  the  agent  liiiidcrs  us  from  thoroughly 
entering  into  the  gratitude  of  the  perfon  to 
whom  the  good  office  has  heen  done.  His 
bcnef:\dlor  feems  unworthy  of  it.  As  wlien 
we  place  ourfelves  in  the  fituation  of  the  per- 
fon obliged,  we  feel  that  we  could  conceive 
no  great  reverence  for  fuch  a  benefacftor,  we 
eafily  abfolvc  him  from  a  great  deal  of  that 
fubmilfive  veneration  and  efteem  which  we 
Ihould  think  due  to  a  more  refpedtable  cha- 
raiiler ;  and  provided  he  always  treats  his 
weak  friend  with  kindnefs  and  humanity,  we 
are  willing  to  excufe  him  from  many  atten- 
tions and  regards  which  we  iliould  demand 
to  a  worthier  patron.  Thofe  Princes,  who 
have  heaped,  with  the  greateft  piofufion, 
wealth,  power,  and  honours,  upon  their  fa- 
vourites, have  feldom  excited  that  degree  of 
attachment  ro  their  perfons  which  has  often 
been  experienced  by  thofe  who  were  more 
frugal  of  their  favours.  The  well-natured, 
but  injudicious  prodigality  of  James  the  Firft 
of  Great  Britain  feems  to  have  attached  no- 
body to  his  perfon  ;  and  that  Prince,  ndtwith- 
ftanding  his  focial  and  harmlcfs  |difpc  /.tion, 
appears  to  have  lived  and  died  without  a 
friend.  The  whole  gentry  and  nobility  of 
England  expofed  their  lives  and  fortuiics  in 
the  caufe  of  his  more  frugal  and  diflinguiHi- 

in 
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ing  foa,    notwithflanding  the  coldnefs  and 
diftant  feverity  of  his  ordinary  deportment. 

2.  Secondly,  I  fay,  That  wherever  the 
conduO:  of  the  agent  aprp;ears  to  have  been 
entirely  directed  by  motives  and  afie6lions 
•which  we  thoroughly  enter  into  and  approve 
of,  we  can  have  no  fort  of  fympathy  with  the 
refentment  of  the  fufferer,  how  great  foever 
the  mifchief  v/hich  rnay  have  been  done  to 
Jiim.  When  two  ^people  quarrel,  if  we  take 
part  v/ith,  and  entirely  adopt  the  refent- 
ment of  one  of  them,  it  is  impoffible  that 
we  fliould  enter  into  that  of  the  other.  Our 
fympathy  with  the  perfon  whofe  motives  we 
go  along  v/ith,  and  whom  therefore  we  look 
upon  as  in  the  right,  cannot  but  harden  u& 
againft  all  fellow-feeling  with  the  other, 
whom  we  neceffarily  regard  as  in  the  wrong. 
Whatever  this  laft,  therefore,  may  have  fuf- 
fered,  while  it  is  no  more  than  what  we  our- 
felves  ihould  have  wifhed  himx  to  fafFer,  while 
it  is  no  more  than  what  our  own  fympathctic 
indignation  would  have  prompted  us  to  in- 
jBidt  upon  him,  it  cannot  either  difpleafe  or 
provoke  us.  When  an  inhuman  murderer  is 
brought  to  the  fcaffbld,  though  we  have  fome 
compafFion  for  his  mifery,  we  can  have  no 
fort  of  fellow-feeling  with  his  refentment,  if 
he  fhould  be   fo  abfurd  as    to   exprefs  any 

againft 
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againft  either  his  profecutor  or  liis  judge. 
The  natural  tendency  of  their  juft  indigna- 
tion againft  fo  vile  a  criminal  is  indeed  the 
moft  fatal  and  ruinous  to  him.  But  it  is  im- 
poftible  that  we  Ihould  be  difpleafed  with  the 
tendency  of  a  fentiment,  which,  when  we 
bring  the  cafe  home  to  ourfelves,  we  feel  that 
we  cannot  avoid  adopting. 


CHAP.    IV. 
Recapitulation  of  the  foregohig  chapters. 

1.  \\/ E  do  not,  therefore,  thoroughly  and 
heartilv  fympalhize  with  the  grati- 
tude of  one  man  towards  another,  merely  be- 
caufe  this  other  has  been  the  caufe  of  his 
good  fortune,  unlefs  he  has  been  the  caufe 
of  it  from  motives  which  we  entirely  go 
along  with.  Our  heart  muft  adopt  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  agent,  and  go  along  with  all  the 
affections  which  influenced  his  conduct,  be- 
fore it  can  entirely  fympathize  with,  and  beat 
time  to,  the  gratitude  of  the  perfon  who  has 
been  benefited  by  his  acflions.  If  in  the 
condudt  of  the  bcnefador  there  appears  to 
VOL.  I.  L  have 
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have  been  no  propriety,  how  beneficial  fo- 
ever  its  efFed;s,  it  does  not  leeni  to  demand, 
or  neceffarily  to  require,  any  proportionable 
recompenfe. 

But  v^'hen  to  the  beneficent  tendency  of 
the  adion  is  joined  the  propriety  of  the  af- 
fection from  which  it  proceeds,  when  we 
entirely  fympathize  and  go  along  with  the 
motives  of  the  agent,  the  love  which  we  con- 
ceive for  him  upon  his  own  account,  en- 
hances and  enlivens  our  fellow-feeling  with 
the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  owe  their  profpe- 
rity  to  his  good  condud:.  His  adions  feem 
then  to  demand,  and,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  to 
call  aloud  for  a  proportionable  recompenfe. 
We  then  entirely  enter  into  that  gratitude 
which  prompts  to  beftow  it.  The  benefador 
feems  then  to  be  the  proper  objed  of  revv^ard, 
when  we  thus  entirely  fympathize  with,  and 
approve  of,  that  fentiment  which  prompts  to 
reward  him.  When  we  approve  of,  and  go 
along  with,  the  affedion  from  which  the 
adion  proceeds,  we  muft  neceffarily  approve 
of  the  adion,  and  regard  the  perfon  towards 
w^hom  it  is  direded  as  its  proper  and  fuitable 
objed. 

2.  In  the  fame  manner,  we  cannot  at  all 
fympathize  with  the  refentment  of  one  man 
againft  another,  merely  becaufe  this  other  has 

been 
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been  the  caufc  of  his  misfortune,  luilefs  lie 
has  been  the  caufe  of  it  from  motives  which 
we  cannot  enter  into.  Before  we  can  adopt 
the  refentment  of  the  fufferer,  we  muft  dlf- 
approve  of  tlic  motives  of  the  agent,  and  feel 
that  our  heart  renounces  all  fympathy  with 
the  affe^llons  which  Influenced  his  conduct. 
If  there  appears  to  have  been  no  impropriety 
in  thcfe,  how  fatal  foever  the  tendency  of  the 
action  which  proceeds  from  tlicm  to  thofe 
agalnft  whom  it  is  dire^led,  it  does  not  feem 
to  deferve  any  punKhment,  or  to  be  the  pro- 
per obje(5t  of  any  refentment. 

But  when  to  the  hurtfulnefs  of  the  atflion 
is  joined  the  impropriety  of  the  affe£lion  from 
whence  it  proceeds,  when  our  heart  reje<£ls 
with  abhorrence  all  fellow-feeling  with  the 
motives  of  the  agent,  w^e  then  heartily  and 
entirely  fympathlzc  with  the  refentment  of 
the  fufferer.  Such  actions  feem  then  to  deferve, 
and,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  to  call  aloud  for,  a  pro- 
portionable punilhment ;  and  we  entirely  en- 
ter into,  and  thereby  approve  of,  that  refent- 
ment which  prompts  to  infll(£l  it.  The  of- 
fender neceflarily  feems  then  to  be  the  pro- 
per objedl  of  puniiliment,  when  we  thus  en- 
tirely iympathize  with,  and  thereby  approve 
of,  that  fentiment  which  prompts  to  punifli. 
In  this  cafe  too,  wlicn  we   approve,  and  go 
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along  with,  the  afFedioa  from  wliich  the 
a<ftion  proceeds,  we  mull  necefl'arily  approve 
of  the  adion,  and  regard  the  perfon  againft 
whom  it  is  direded,  as  its  proper  and  fuitable 
object. 


CHAP.   V. 

The    analyfis    of  the  fenfe    of  Merit   and 
Demerit, 

i.  AS  6ur  fenfe,  therefore,  of  the  propriety 
-^*-  of  condudt  arifes  from  what  I  fhall 
call  a  direct  fympathy  with  the  affections  and 
motives  of  the  perfon  who  ads,  fo  otir  fenfe 
of  its  merit  arifes  from  what  I  fhall  call  an 
indired  fympathy  with  the  gratitude  of  the 
perfon  who  is,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  aded  upon. 

As  we  cannot  indeed  enter  thoroughly  into 
the  gratitude  of  the  perfon  who  receives  the 
benefitj  unlefs  we  beforehand  approve  of  the 
motives  of  the  benefador,  fo,  upon  this  ac- 
count, the  fenfe  of  merit  feems  to  be  a  com- 
pounded fentiment,  and  to  be  made  up  of  two 
diflind  emotions  ;  a  dired  fympathy  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  agent,  and  an  indired 

fympathy 
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fympathy   with    tlie  gratitude   of  thofc   who 
receive  the  benefit  of  his  atitions. 

We  may,  upon  many  difTerent  occafions, 
plainly  dilVinguilh  thofe  two  different  emo- 
tions combining  and  uniting  together  in  our 
fenfe  of  the  good  defert  of  a  particular  charac- 
ter oradtion.  When  we  read  in  hiftory  con- 
cerning a(flions  of  proper  and  beneficent 
grcatnefs  of  mind,  how  eagerly  do  we  enter 
into  fuch  defisins?  Ilow^  much  are  we  ani- 
mated  by  that  high-fpirited  gerLcrofity  which 
diredts  them  r  How  keen  are  we  for  their  fuc- 
cefs  ?  How^  grieved  at  their  difappolntment  ? 
In  imagination  we  become  the  very  perfon 
whofe  actions  are  reprefented  to  us:  w^e 
tranfport  ourfelves  in  fancy  to  the  fcenes  of 
thofe  dlllant  and  forgotten  adventures,  and 
imagine  ourl'elves  adling  the  part  of  a  Sclpio 
or  a  Camillus,  a  Timoleon  or  an  Ariftides. 
So  far  our  fentiments  are  founded  upon  the 
direct  fympathy  with  the  perfon  who  a6ts. 
Nor  is  the  indiredl  fympathy  with  thofe  who 
receive  the  benefit  of  fuch  adtionslefs  fenfibly 
felt.  Whenever  v/e  place  ourfelves  in  the 
fituation  of  thefe  laft,  with  what  warm  and 
affedllonate  fellow-feeling  do  we  enter  into 
their  gratitude  towards  thofe  who  fervcd 
them  fo  cffentially  ?  We  embrace,  as  it  were, 
their  benefadlor  along  with  them.  Our  heart 
L  3  readily 
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readily  fympathizes  with  the  higheft  tranf- 
ports  of  their  grateful  affedion.  No  ho- 
nours, no  rewards,  we  think,  can  be  too  great 
for  them  to  beftow  upon  him.  When  they 
make  this  proper  return  for  his  fervices,  we 
heartily  applaud  and  go  along  with  them ; 
but  are  fhocked  beyond  all  meafure,  if  by 
their  conduift  they  appear  to  have  little  fenfe 
of  the  obligations  conferred  upon  them.  Our 
whole  fenfe,  in  fhort,  of  the  merit  and  good 
defert  of  fuch  a6lions,  of  the  propriety  and 
fitnefs  of  recompenfing  them,  and  making  the 
perfon  who  performed  them  rejoice  in  his 
turn,  arifes  from  the  fympathetic  emotions 
of  gratitude  and  love,  with  which,  when  we 
bring  home  to  our  own  brcaft  the  fituatioa 
of  thofe  principally  concerned,  we  feel  our- 
felves  naturally  tranfported  towards  the  man 
who  could  adl  with  fuch  proper  and  noble 
beneficence. 

1.  In  the  fame  manner,  as  our  fenfe  of  the 
impropriety  of  conduct  arifes  from  a  v\^ant  of 
fympathy,  or  from  a  dired:  antipathy  to  the 
affe(ftions  and  motives  of  the  agent,  io  our 
fenfe  of  its  demerit  arifes  from  what  I  fliall 
liere  too  call  an  indired;  fympathy  with  the 
relentment  of  the  fufierer. 

As  we  cannot  indeed  enter  into  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  fufferer,  unlefs  our  heart  before- 
hand 
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hand  dlfiippjovcs  tlic  motives  of  the  agent, 
and  renounces  all  fellow-feeling  with  them  ; 
fo  upon  this  account  the  fenfe  of  demerit,  as 
well  as  that  of  merit,  feems  to  be  a  com- 
pounded fentin:ent,  and  to  be  made  up  of 
two  dillin^l:  emotions ;  a  dired:  antipathy  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  ngent,  and  an  indirecft 
fympathy  with  the  refentment  of  the  fufferer. 
We  may  licre  too,  upon  many  diflerent 
occafions,  plainly  diRinguifli  thofe  two  differ- 
ent emotions  combining  and  uniting  together 
in  our  itwic  of  the  ill  dcfert  of  a  particular 
chara<£ter  or  a^lion.  When  we  read  in  hif- 
tory  concerning  the  perfidy  and  cruelty  of  a 
Borgia  or  a  Nero,  our  heart  rifes  up  againft 
the  deteftable  fentiments  which  influenced 
their  conducl,  and  renounces  with  horror  and 
abomination  all  fellow-feeling  with  fuch  ex- 
ecrable motives.  So  far  our  fentiments  are 
founded  upon  the  dired:  antipathy  to  the  af- 
fedlions  of  the  agent  :  and  the  indirecft  fym- 
pathy with  the  refentment  of  the  fufferers  is 
Hill  more  fenfibly  felt.  When  we  bring  home 
to  ourfclvcs  the  fituation  of  the  perfons  whom 
thole  fcourges  of  mankind  infultcd,  murdered, 
or  betrayed,  what  indignation  do  we  not  feel 
againft  luch  infolcnt  and  inhuman  oppreflbrs 
of  the  earth  ?  Our  fyinpathy  with  the  un- 
avoidable diflrefs  of  the  innocent  fufferers  is 
L  4  not 
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not  more  real  nor  more  lively  than  our  fel- 
low-feeling  with  their   juft  and  natural  re- 
fentment.    The  former  fentiment  only  height- 
ens the  latter,  and  the  idea  of  their  diftrefs 
ferves  only  to  inflame  and  blow  up  our  ani- 
mofity  againfl  thofe  who  cccafioned  it.   When 
we  think  of  the  anguifh  of  the  fuflferers,  we 
take  part  with   them   more   earneftly  againft 
their  opprefTors ;   we  enter  with  more  eager- 
nefs  into  all  their  fchemes  of  vengeance,  and 
feel   ourfelves    every   moment    wreaking,    in 
imagination,  upon  fuch  violators  of  the  laws 
of  fociety,  that  punifhment  which  our  fym- 
pathetic  indignation  tells  us   is  due  to  their 
crimes.     Our  fenfe  of  the  horror  and  dread- 
ful atrocity    of    fuch    conduct,    the    delight 
which  we  take   in  hearing  that  it  was  pro- 
perly punifhed,    the   indignation    which   we 
feel  when  it  efcapes  this  due  retaliation,  our 
whole  fenfe  and  feeling,   in   lliort,   of  its  ill 
defert,  of  the  propriety  and  fitnefs  of  inflid:- 
ing  evil  upon  the  perfgn  who  is  guilty  of  it, 
and  of  making  him  grieve  in  his  turn,  arifes 
from  the  fympathetic  indignation  which  na- 
turally boils  up  in  the  breaft  of  the  fpedator, 
whenever  he  thoroughly  brings  home  to  him^ 
felf  the  cafe  of  the  fuffcrer*. 

•  To  afcribe  ni  tills  manner  our  natural  fenfe  of  the   III  de- 
fert of  human  anions  to  a  fympathy  with  the  refeniment  of  the 

fufferer. 
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ftiffcrer,  may  ftcm,  to  the  greater  part  of  people,  to  be  a  de- 
gradation of  that  lentimcnt  Rcfcntmcnt  is  commonly  repardcJ 
as  fo  odious  a  paffion,  that  they  will  be  apt  to  think  it  impof 
iiblc  that  fo  laudable  a  principle,  as  the  fenfc  of  the  ill  dcfert  of 
vice,  fliould  in  any  refpe(i^  be  foinidtd  upon  it.  Tl.ey  will  be 
more  willing,  ptrhnps,  to  admit  that  our  fLiife  of  the  merit  of 
good  aflions  is  founded  upon  a  fympathy  with  the  gratitude  of 
the  perfons  who  receive  the  benefit  of  them;  bccaule  gratitude, 
as  well  as  all  the  other  benevolent  paiHons,  is  regarded  as  an 
amiable  pnneiple,  which  can  take  nothing  from  the  worth  of 
whatever  is  founded  upon  it.  Gratitude  and  refentment,  how- 
ever, are,  in  every  rcfpe(5t,  it  is  evident,  counterparts  to  one 
another;  and  if  our  fenfe  of  merit  ariles  fioni  a  fympathy  with 
the  one,  our  fenfe  of  demerit  can  fcarce  mifa  to  proceed  from 
a  fellow  feeling  with  the  other. 

Let  it  be  confidered  too  that  refentment,  though,  in  the  de- 
grees in  which  we  too  often  fee  it,  the  moft  odious,  perhaps, 
of  all  the  paffions,  is  not  dilapproved  of  when  properly  humbled 
and  entirely  brouglit  down  to  the  level  of  the  fympathetic  in- 
dignation of  the  fpeftator.  When  we,  w  ho  are  the  byftanders, 
feel  that  our  own  animofity  entirely  correfponds  with  that  of 
the  fufferer,  when  the  refentment  of  this  lad  does  not  in  any 
refpeft  go  beyond  our  own,  when  no  word,  no  gefture  efcape* 
him  that  denotes  an  emotion  more  violent  than  what  we  can 
keep  time  to,  and  when  he  never  aims  at  inflifting  any 
puni(hment  beyond  what  we  fhould  rejoice  to  fee  inflided,  or 
what  wt  ourfelvcs  would  upon  this  account  even  defire  to  be 
the  inftruments  of  inflicting,  it  is  impofiible  that  we  ihould  not 
entirely  approve  of  his  fentiments.  Our  own  emotion  in  this 
cafe  muft,  in  our  eyes,  undoubtedly  jultify  his.  And  as  ex- 
perience teaches  us  how  much  the  greater  part  of  mankind  are 
incapable  of  this  moderation,  and  how  great  an  effort  muft  be 
made  in  order  to  bring  down  the  rude  and  uadifciplined  impulfc 
of  refentment  to  this  fuitable  temper,  we  cannot  avoid  conceiv- 
ing a  confiderdble  degree  of  eilcem  and  admiration  for  one  who 
appears  capable  of  exertir.g  fo  much  fclf-command  over  one  of 
the  moil  ungovernable  pafiions  of  his  nature.  When  ir.deed  the 
animofjty  of  the  fufferer  exceeds,  as  it  almoil  always  does,  what 
^ve  can  go  along  with,  as  we  cannot  enter  into  it,  wc  neccffarily 
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difapprove  of  it.  We  even  difapprove  of  it  more  tlian  we 
jTiould  of  an  equal  excefs  of  almoll  any  other  pafiion  derived 
from  the  imagination.  And  this  too  violent  refentment,  inftead 
of  carrj'ing  us  along  with  it,  becomes  itfelf  the  objcft  of  our 
refentment  and  indignation.  "We  enter  into  the  oppofite  re- 
fentment of  the  perfon  who  is  the  object  of  this  unjufl.  emotion, 
and  who  is  in  danger  of  fuffering  from  it.  Revenge,  therefore, 
the  excefs  of  refentment,  appears  to  be  the  moil  deteftable  of 
all  the  palfions,  and  is  the  objedl  of  the  horror  and  indigna- 
tion of  every  body.  And  as  in  the  way  in  which  this  pallion 
commonly  difcovers  itfelf  among  mankind,  it  is  exccffive  a 
hundred  times  for  once  that  it  is  moderate,  we  are  very  apt  to 
confider  it  as  altogether  odious  and  detcRable,  becaufe  in  its. 
moft  ordinary  aj)pearances  it  is  fo.  Nature,  however,  even  in 
the  prefent  depraved  ftatc  of  mankind,  does  not  fcem  to  have 
,  dealt  fo  unkindly  v.-ith  us,  as  to  have  endowed  us  with  any 
principle  which  is  wholly  and  in  every  refpeft  evil,  or  which, 
in  no  degree  and  in  no  direftion,  can  be  the  proper  objeft  of 
praife  and  approbation.  Upon  fome  occafions  we  are  lenfible 
that  this  paffion,  which  is  generally  too  llrong,  may  likewife 
be  too  weak.  We  fometimes  complain  that  a  particular  perfoix 
fhovvs  too  little  fpirit,  and  has  too  little  fenfe  of  the  injuries  that 
liave  been  done  to  him;  and  we  are  as  ready  to  defpife  him  for 
the  defect,  as  to  hate  him  for  the  excefs  of  this  paflion. 

The  infpired  writers  would  not  furely  have  talked  fo  fre- 
quently or  fo  Itrongly  of  the  wrath  and  anger  of  God,  if  they 
had  regarded  every  degree  of  thofe  paffions  as  vicious  and  evil, 
even  in  fo  weak  and  imperfeft  a  creature  as  man. 
,  Let  it  be  confidered  too,  that  the  prefent  inquiry  is  not  con- 
cerning a  matter  of  right,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  but  concerning  a 
matter  of  facl.  We  are  not  at  prefent  examining  upon  what 
principles  a  pcrfetl  being  would  approve  of  the  punifamcnt  of 
bad  aftions;  but  upon  what  principles  fo  weak  and  iinperfeft  a 
creature  as  man  actually  and  in  fatil  approves  of  it.  The  prin- 
ciples which  I  have  juft  now  mentioned,  it  is  evident,  have  a 
very  great  efFe6l  upon  his  fentiments;  and  it  feems  wifely 
ordered  that  it  fliould  be  fo.  The  very  exiilence  of  fociety 
requires  that  unmerited  and  unprovoked  malice  fhculd  he  rc- 
llrained  by  proper  punifhmcnls;  and  confequently,  that  to  in- 

iiid 


Sc(fl.  I.        0/"  IVIfrit  <7//^/ Demerit.  155 

flift  thofe  punifiimcnts  (hoiild  be  regarded  as  a  proper  and  laud- 
able adlion.  Though  man,  therefore,  be  naturally  endowed 
with  a  defire  of  the  WL-liarc  and  prefervation  of  focicty,  yet  the 
Aullior  uf  Nature  has  not  enttufted  it  to  his  rea^^n  to  find  out 
that  a  certain  appliration  of  puniHimcnts  fsthepropcr  means  of 
attaining  this  end;  but  has  endowed  him  with  an  immediate 
and  inrtinftivc  anprobation  of  that  vcr)'  appliration  which  is 
inofl  proper  to  attain  it.  The  (r.'onomy  of  Nature  is  in  this 
refpeft  exattly  of  a  piece  witli  \v!iat  it  is  upon  many  other  occa- 
fions.  With  regard  to  all  thofe  ends  which,  upon  account  of 
their  peculiar  importance,  may  be  regarded,  if  fuch  an  expref- 
fion  is  allowable,  as  the  farourite  ends  of  Nature,  fhe  has  con- 
ftantly  in  this  manner  not  only  endowed  mankind  with  an  ap- 
petite for  the  end  whicli  (he  propofc?,  but  likewifc  with  an  ap^ 
petite  for  the  means  by  uhich  alone  this  end  can  be  brought 
about,  for  their  own  fakes,  and  independent  of  their  tendency 
to  produce  it.  Thus  fclf-prcfcrvation.  aiid  the  propagation  of 
the  fpecies,  are  the  gteat  ends  which  Nature  feems  to  have  pro- 
pofed  in  the  formation  of  all  animals.  Mankind  arc  endowed 
with  a  defire  of  thofe  ends,  and  an  averfion  to  the  contrary ; 
with  a  love  of  life,  and  a  dread  of  diffclution;  with  a  defire  of 
the  continuance  and  perpetuity  of  the  fpecies,  and  with  an 
averfion  to  the  thoughts  of  its  entire  extinAion.  But  though 
we  are  in  this  manner  endowed  with  a  very  ftrong  defire  of 
thofe  ends,  it  has  not  been  intruded  to  the  flow  and  uncertain 
determinations  of  our  rcafon,  to  find  out  the  proper  means  of 
bringing  them  about.  Nature  has  diretltd  us  to  the  greater 
part  of  thcfe  by  original  and  immediate  inllindls.  Hunger, 
third,  the  pafllon  which  unites  the  two  fcxes,  the  love  of  plea- 
fure  and  the  dread  of  pain,  prompt  us  to  apply  thofe  means  for 
their  own  fakes,  and  without  any  confidcratlon  of  their  ten- 
dency to  thofe  beneficent  ends  which  the  great  Direclor  of 
nature  intended  to  produce  by  them. 

Before  I  conclude  this  note,  I  muft  take  notice  of  a  differ- 
ence betv.een  the  approbation  of  propriety  and  that  of  merit 
or  beneficence.  Before  we  approve  of  the  fcntiments  of  any 
perfon  as  proper  and  fuitable  to  their  objecis,  we  muft  not 
only  be  affcclcd  iu  the  fame  manner  as  he  is,  but  we  mull  per- 
ceive this  haimonyand  correfpondcnce  of  fcntiments  between 

him 
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hfm  and  ourfelves.  Thus,  though  upon  hearing  of  a  misfor- 
tune that  had  befallen  my  friend,  I  fhould  conceive  precifcly 
that  degree  of  concern  which  he  gives  way  to  ;  yet  till  I  am 
informed  of  the  manner  in  which  he  behaves,  till  I  perceive  the 
harmony  between  his  emotions  and  mine,  I  cannot  be  faid  to 
approve  of  the  fentiments  which  influence  his  behaviour.  The 
approbation  of  propriety  therefore  requires,  not  only  that  we 
(hould  entirely  fympathize  with  the  perfon  who  afts,  but  that 
we  (hould  perceive  this  perfeft  concord  between  his  fentiments 
and  our  own.  On  the  contrary,  when  I  hear  of  a  benefit  that 
has  been  bellowed  upon  another  perfon,  let  him  who  has  re- 
ceived it  be  affefted  in  what  manner  he  pleafes,  if,  by  bringing 
his  cafe  home  to  myfelf,  I  feel  gratitude  arife  in  my  own 
breaft,  I  neceffarily  approve  of  the  condudl  of  his  benefaftor, 
and  regard  it  as  meritorious,  and  the  proper  objecl  of  reward. 
Whether  the  perfon  who  has  received  the  benefit  conceives  gra- 
titude or  not,  cannot,  it  is  evident,  in  any  degree  alter  our 
fentiments  with  regard  to  the  merit  of  him  who  has  beftowed  it. 
No  adiiial  correfpondence  of  fentiments,  therefore,  is  here  re- 
quired. It  is  fufficient  that  if  he  was  grateful,  they  would 
ccrrefpond;  and  our  fenfe  of  merit  is  often  founded  upon  one 
of  thofe  illufive  fympathies,  by  which,  when  we  bring  home  to 
ourfelves  the  cafe  of  another,  we  are  often  affefted  in  a  manner 
in  which  the  perfon  principally  concerned  is  incapable  of  being 
afFcifted.  There  is  a  fimilar  difference  between  our  difappro* 
bation  of  demerit,  and  that  of  impropriety. 
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SECTION    II. 

Of  Juftice  and  Beneficence. 

CHAP.    I. 

Compar'ifon  of  tbofc  two  virtues. 

CTIONS  of  a  beneficent  tendency,  which 
proceed  from  proper  motives,  feem  alone 
to  require  a  reward  ;  becaufe  fuch  alone  are 
the  approved  objedls  of  gratitude,  or  excite 
the  fympathetic  gratitude  of  the  Ipediator. 

Adlions  of  a  hurtful  tendency,  which  pro- 
ceed from  improper  motives,  feem  alone  to 
deferve  punifliment ;  becaufe  fuch  alone  arc 
the  approved  objedts  of  refentment,  or  excite 
the  fympathetic  refentment  of  the  fpe(5lator. 

Beneficence  is  always  free,  it  cannot  be 
extorted  by  force,  the  mere  want  of  it  cx- 
pofer-  to  no  punilhmcnt ;  becaufe  the  mere 
want  of  beneficence  tends  to  do  no  real  pofi- 
tive  evil.  It  may  difappoint  of  the  good 
which  might  reafonably  have  been  expe(5ted, 
and  upon  that  account  it  may  juftly  excite 
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dillike  and  dinipprobation :  it  cannot,  how- 
ever, provoke  any  refentment  which  man- 
kind will  go  along  with.  The  man  who 
does  not  recompenfe  his  benefactor,  when 
he  has  it  in  his  power,  and  when  his  bene- 
fador  needs  his  aHiftance,  is,  no  doubt,  guilty 
of  the  blackefl:  ingratitude.  The  heart  of 
every  impartial  fpe(ftator  rejects  all  fellow- 
feeling  with  the  felfifhnefs  of  his  motives, 
and  he  is  the  proper  obje6:  of  the  higheft  dif- 
approbation.  But  flill  he  does  no  pofitive 
hurt  to  any  body.  He  only  does  not  do  that 
good  which  in  propriety  he  ought  to  have 
done.  He  is  the  object  of  hatred,  a  paffion 
v/hich  is  natura.lly  excited  by  impropriety  of 
fentiment  and  behaviour;  not  of  refentment, 
a  paffion  which  is  never  properly  called  forth 
but  by  adions  which  tend  to  do  real  and 
pofitive  hurt  to  feme  particular  perfons.  His 
want  of  gratitude  therefore  cannot  be  pu- 
nifhed.  To  oblige  him  by  force  to  perform 
what  in  gratitude  he  ought  to  perform,  and 
what  every  impartial  fpectator  would  approve 
of  him  for  performing,  v/ould,  if  poffible,  be 
ftill  more  improper  than  his  negledting  to 
perform  it.  His  benefactor  would  difhonour 
himfelf  if  he  attempted  by  violence  to  con- 
flrain  him  to  gratitude,  and  it  would  be  im- 
pertinent for  any  third  perfon,  who  was  not 

the 
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the  fuperlor  of  either,  to  intenncdJlc.  liut 
of  all  the  duties  of  beneficence,  thofc  which 
gratitude  recommends  to  us  approach  neareft 
to  what  is  called  a  perfect  and  complete  obli- 
gation. What  fricndiliip,  what  generofity, 
what  charity,  would  prompt  us  to  do  with 
univerfal  approbation,  is  ftill  more  free,  and 
can  ftill  lefs  be  extorted  by  force  than  the  du- 
ties of  gratitude.  We  talk  of  the  debt  of 
gratitude,  not  of  charity,  or  gcncrofity,  nor 
even  of  fricndflilp,  when  friendflilp  is  mere 
eftecm,  and  has  not  been  enhanced  and  com- 
plicated with  gratitude  for  good  offices. 

Refentment  feems  to  have  been  given  us 
by  nature  for  defence^,  .and  for  defence  only. 
It  is  the  fafcguard  of  juftice  and  the  fecurity 
of  innocence.  It  prompts  us  to  beat  off  the 
mifchief  which  is  attempted  to  be  done  to  us, 
and  to  retaliate  that  which  is  already  done ; 
that  the  offender  may  be  made  to  repent  of  his 
injuftice,  and  that  others,  through  fear  of 
the  like  punifhment,  may  be  terrified  from 
being  guilty  of  the  like  offence.  It  muft  be 
referved  therefore  for  thefc  purpofes,  nor  can 
the  fpedtator  ever  go  along  wuth  it  when  it  is 
exerted  for  any  other.  But  the  mere  want 
of  the  beneficent  virtues,  though  it  may  dif- 
appoint  us  of  the  good  which  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expected,  neither  docs,  nor  attempts 
9  to 
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to  do,  any  mifchief  from  which  we  can  have 
occafion  to  defend  themfelves. 

There  is  however  another  virtue,  of  which 
the  obfervance  is  not  left  to  the  freedom  of 
our  ov/n  wills,  which  may  be  extorted  by 
force,  and  of  which  the  violation  expofes  to 
refentment,  and  confequently  to  punilhment. 
This  virtue  is  juftice:  the  violation  ofjuftice 
is  injury:  iu  does  real  and  pofitive  hurt  to 
fome  particular  perfons,  from  motives  which 
are  naturally  difapproved  of.  It  is,  there- 
fore, the  proper  object  of  refentment,  and  of 
punilhment,  Vvhich  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  refentment.  As  mankind  go  along  with, 
and  approve  of,  the  violence  employed  t6 
avenge  the  hurt  which  is  done  by  injuftice, 
fo  they  much  more  go  along  with,  and  ap- 
prove of  that  which  is  employed  to  prevent 
and  beat  off  the  injury,  and  to  reftrain  the 
offender  from  hurting  his  neighbours.  The 
perfon  himfelf  v/ho  meditates  an  injufiice  is 
fenfible  of  this,  and  feels  that  force  may,  with 
the  utmoft  propriety,  be  made  ufe  of,  both 
by  the  perfon  whom  he  is  about  to  injure, 
and  by  others,  either  to  obftrudt  the  execu-' 
tion  of  his  crime,  or  to  punifh  him  when  he 
has  executed  it.  And  upon  this  is  founded 
that  remarkable  diftindtion  between  juftice 
and  all  the  other  focial  virtues,  which  has  of 
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late  been  partlculary  infiftcd  upon  by  an  au- 
thor of  very  great  and  original  genius,  that 
we  feel  ourfclves  to  be  under  a  ftridcr  obli- 
gation to  a6):  according  to  jullice,  than  agree- 
ably to  fricndfliip,  charity,  or  gencrofity ; 
that  the  practice  of  thefe  lail  mentioned  vir- 
tues fecms  to  be  left  in  ibme  meafure  to  our 
own  choice,  but  that,  fomehov^r  or  other,  we 
feel  ourfelves  to  be  in  a  pecuUar  manner  tied, 
bound,  and  obliged  to  the  obfervation  of 
jullice.  We  feel,  that  is  to  fay,  that  force 
may,  with  the  utmoft  propriety,  and  with 
the  approbation  of  all  mankind,  be  made  ufe 
of  to  conftrain  us  to  obferve  the  rules  of  the 
one,  but  not  to  follow  the  precepts  of  the 
other. 

We  muft  always,  however,  carefully  dif- 
tinguilh  what  is  only  blamable,  or  the  proper 
pbjed:  of  difapprobation,  from  what  force 
may  be  employed  either  to  punifli  or  to  pre- 
vent. That  feems  blamable  which  falls  fhort 
of  that  ordinary  degree  of  proper  beneficence 
which  experience  teaches  us  to  expert  of 
every  body  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  that  feems 
praife-worthy  which  goes  beyond  it.  The 
ordinary  degree  itfelf  feems  neither  blamable 
nor  praife-worthy.  A  father,  a  fon,  a  bro- 
ther, who  behaves  to  the  correfpondent  rela- 
tion neither  better  nor  worfe  than  the  greater 
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paft  of  men  commonly  do,  feems  properly  to 
deferve  neither  praife  nor  blame.  He  who 
furprifes  us  by  extraordinary  and  unexpected, 
though  ftill  proper  and  fuitable  kindnefs,  or 
on  the  contrary  by  extraordinary  and  unex- 
pe6ted,  as  well  as  unfuitable  unkindnefs, 
feems  praife-worthy  in  the  one  cafe,  and 
blamable  in  the  other. 

Even  the  moil  ordinary  degree  of  kindnefs 
or  beneficence,  however,  cannot,  among 
equals,  be  extorted  by  force.  Among  equals 
each  individual  is  naturally,  and  antecedent 
to  the  inititution  of  civil  government,  re- 
garded as  having  a  right  both  to  defend  him- 
felf  from  injuries,  and  to  exad:  a  certain  de- 
gree of  punifhment  for  thofe  which  have  been 
done  to  him.  Every  generous  fpe<5tator  not 
only  approves  of  his  condudt  when  he  does 
thiSj  but  enters  fo  far  into  his  fentiments  as 
often  to  be  willing  to  aflift  him.  When  one 
man  attacks,  or  robs\  or  attempts  to  murder 
another,  all  the  neighbours  take  the  alarm, 
and  think  that  they  do  right  when  they  run, 
either  to  revenge  the  perfon  who  has  been 
injured,  or  to  defend  him  who  is  in  danger 
of  being  fo.  But  when  a  father  fails  in  the 
ordinary  degree  of  parental  affeftion  towards 
a  fon ;  when  a  fon  feems  to  want  that  filial 
reverence  which  might  be  cxpeded  to  his 

father  : 
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father ;  when  brothers  arc  without  the  iifual 
degree  of  brotherly  affedion ;  when  a  man 
{huts  his  breaft  againft  compafTion,  and  re- 
fufes  to  relieve  the  miiery  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures, when  he  can  with  the  grcati  ft  cafe  ;  in 
all  theic  cafes,  though  every  body  blames  the 
condut^,  nobody  imagines  that  thofe  who 
miglit  have  reafon,  perhaps,  to  expedt  more 
kindnefs,  have  any  right  to  extort  it  by  force. 
The  fufferer  can  only  complain,  and  the 
fped:ator  can  intermeddle  no  odier  way  thaa 
by  advice  and  perfualion.  Upon  all  fuch 
occafions,  for  equals  to  ufe  force  againli  one 
another,  would  be  thought  the  higheft  degree 
of  infolence  and  prefumption. 

^  A  fuperior  may,  indeed,  fometimes,  with 
univerlal  approbation,  oblige  thole  under  his 
jurifdidtion  to  behave,  in  this  refpe<i;t,  with  a 
certain  degree  of  propriety  to  one  another* 
The  laws  of  all  civilized  nations  oblige  pa- 
rents to  maintain  their  children,  and  childrea 
to  maintain  their  parents,  and  impofe  upoa 
men  many  other  duties  of  beneficence.  The 
civil  magiftrate  is  entrufted  with  the  power 
not  only  of  preferving  the  public  peace  by 
reftraining  injuftice,  but  of  promoting  the 
profpcrity  of  the  commonwealth,  by  efta- 
blifhing  good  difcipline,  and  by  difcouraging 
every  fort  of  vice  and  impropriety  j  he  may 
u  2  prefcribe 
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prerciibe  rules,  therefore,  which  not  only 
prohibit  mutual  injuries  among  fellow-citir 
2ens,  but  command  mutual  good  offices  to  a 
certain  derrree.  When  the  fovereign  com- 
mands  what  is  merely  indifferent,  and  what, 
antecedent  to  his  orders,  might  have  been 
omitted  without  any  blame,  it  becomes  not 
only  blamable  but  puniiliable  to  difbbey  him* 
When  he  commands,  therefore,  what,  ante- 
cedent to  any  fuch  order,  could  not  have  been 
omitted  without  the  greateft  blame,  it  furely 
becomes  much  more  punifliable  to  be  want- 
ing in  obedience.  Of  all  the  duties  of  a  law- 
^giver,  however,  this,  perhaps,  is  that  which 
it  requires  the  greateft  delicacy  and  referve  to 
execute  with  propriety  and  judgment.  To 
neglecl  it  altogether  expofes  the  common- 
wealth to  many  grofs  diforders  and  fhocking 
enormities,  and  to  pulh  it  too  far  is  deftruc- 
dve  ofalUiberty,  fecurity,  and  juftice. 

Though  the  mere  want  of  beneficence 
feems  to  merit  no  punifliment  from  equals, 
the  greater  exertions  of  that  virtue  appear  to 
deferve  the  higheft  reward.  By  being  pro- 
ductive of  the  greateft  good,  they  are  the 
natural  and  approved  objects  of  the  liveliefl 
gratitude.  1  nough  the  breach  of  juftice,  on 
tlie  contrary,  expofes  to  punifliment,  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  rules  of  that  virtue  feems 
•  •  •  '  fcarce 
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fcarce  to  defcrve  any  reward.  There  is,  no 
doubt,  a  propriety  in  the  practice  of  jullice, 
and  it  merits,  upon  that  account,  all  the  ap- 
probation which  is  due  to  propriety.  iJut  as 
it  does  no  real  poiitivc  good,  it  is  entitled  to 
very  little  gratitude.  Mere  juftice  is,  upon 
moll  occafions,  but  a  nep;ative  virtue,  and 
only  hinders  us  from  hurting  our  neighbour. 
The  man  who  barely  abftains  from  violating 
either  the  perfon,  or  the  eRate,  or  the  repu- 
tation of  his  neighbours,  has  furely  very  little 
poiitivc  merit.  He  fulfils,  however,  all  the 
rules  of  what  is  peculiarly  called  juftice,  and 
does  every  thing  which  his  equals  can  with- 
propriety  force  him  to  do,  or  which  they  can 
puniQi  him  for  not  doing.  We  may  often 
fulfil  all  the  rules  of  juftice  by  fitting  ftill  and 
doing  nothing. 

As  every  man  doth,  fo  it  fliall  be  done  to 
him,  and  retaliation  feems  to  be  tlie  great  law 
which  is  didiated  to  us  by  Nature.  Benefi- 
cence and  generofity  we  think  due  to  the 
generous  and  beneficent.  Thofe  whofe 
hearts  never  open  to  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, ftiould,  w^e  think,  be  ihut  out  in  the 
iame  manner,  from  the  affedlions  of  all  their 
fellow- creatures,  and  be  allowed  to  live  in  the 
mid  ft  of  fociety,  as  in  a  great  deferb  where 
there  is  nobody  to  care  for  them,  or  to  in- 
M  3  quire 
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quire  after  them.  The  violator  of  the  laws 
of  juftice  ought  to  be  made  to  feel  himfelf 
that  evil  which  he  has  done  to  another ;  and 
fince  no  regard  to  the  fufferings  of  his  bre- 
thren is  capable  of  reftraining  him,  he  ought 
to  be  overawed  by  the  fear  of  his  own.  The 
man  who  is  barely  innocent,  who  only  ob- 
ferves  the  laws  of  juftice  with  regard  to 
others,  and  merely  abftains  from  hurting  his 
neighbours,  can  merit  only  that  his  neigh- 
bours in  their  turn  fhould  refpe<ft  his  inno- 
cence, and  that  the  fame  laws  fhould  be  reU» 
gioufly  obferved  with  regard  to  him* 


CHAP.    II. 

Cff  the  fenfe  of  Juftice^  of  Remorfey  and  of 
the  confciouftiefs  of  Merits 

THERE  can  be  no  proper  motive  for  hurt- 
ing our  neighbour,  there  can  be  no  in- 
citement to  do  evil  to  another,  which  man- 
kind will  go  along  with,  except  juft  indig- 
nation for  evil  which  that  other  has  done  to 
us.  To  difturb  his  happinefs  merely  becaufe 
it  ft^inds  in  the  way  of  our  pwa,  to  take  from 
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him  what  is  of  real  ufe  to  him  imjicly  l?ccaufe 
it  may  be  of  equal  or  of  luore  ufe  to  us,  or  to 
indulge,  in  this  manner,  at  the  cxpence  of 
other  people,  the  nat;ural   preference  which 
every  man  has  for  his  own  hippinefs  above 
that  of  other  people,  is    wIiul  no    impartial 
fpeiStator  can  go  along  with.     Every  man  is, 
no  doubt,    by  nature,    hrfl:   and  principally 
recommended  to  his  own  care  ;  and   as  he  is 
fitter  to  take  care   of  himfelf,  than   of  any 
other  perfon,  it  is  fit  and  right  that  it  fliould 
be  fo.     Every  man,  therefore,  is  much  more 
deeply  interefted  in    whatever    immediately 
concerns  himfelf,  than  in  what  concerns  any 
other  man :    and  to   hear,    perhaps,    of  the 
death  of  another  perfon,  with  whom  we  have 
no    particular  connexion,    will  give   us  Icfs 
concern,  will  fpoil  our  ftomach,  or  break  our 
reft  much  hCs  than  a  very  infignificant  dif- 
after   which    has    befallen  .  ourfelyes.     ,But 
though  the  ruin  of  our  neighbour  may  effedt 
us  much  lefs  than  a  very  fmall  misfortune  of 
our  own,  we  muft  not  ruin  him  to  prevent 
that  fmall   misfortune,  nor  even  to  prevent 
our   own  ruin.     We   muft,   here,   as   in  all 
other  cafes,  view  ourfelves  not  fo  much  ac-» 
cording  to  that  light  in  which  we  may  natu- 
rally appear  to  ourfelves,  as  according  to  that 
JU    which    we   naturally   appear   to    others. 
M  4  Though 
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Though  every  man  may,  according  to  the 
proverb,  be  the  whole  world  to  himfelf,  to 
the  reft  of  mankind  he  is  a  moft  infigni- 
ficant  part  of  it.  Though  his  own  happinefs 
may  be  of  more  importance  to  him  than  that 
of  all  the  world  befides,  to  every  other  per- 
fon  it  is  of  no  more  confequence  than  that  of 
any  other  man.  Though  it  may  be  true, 
therefore,  that  every  individual  in  his  own 
breaft,  naturally  prefers  himfelf  to  all  man- 
kind, yet  he  dares  not  look  mankind  in  the 
face,  and  avow  that  he  ads  according  to  this 
principle.  He  feels  that  in  this  preference 
they  can  never  go  along  with  him,  and  that 
how  natural  fo  ever  it  may  be  to  him,  it  muft 
always  appear  excefTive  and  extravagant  to 
them.  When  he  views  himfelf  in  the  light 
in  which  he  is  confcious  that  others  will  view 
him,  he  fees  that  to  them  he  is  but  one  of 
the  multitude  in  no  refped:  better  than  any 
other  in  it.  If  he  would  ad  fo  as  that  the 
impartial  fpedator  may  enter  into  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  condud  which  is  what  of  all 
things  he  has  the  greateft  defirc  to  do,  he 
muft  upon  this,  as  upon  all  other  occafions, 
humble  the  arrogance  of  his  felf-love,  and 
bring  it  down  to  fomething  which  other  men 
can  go  along  with.  They  will  indulge  it  fo 
far  as  to  allow  him  to  be  more  anxious  about, 

and 
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and  to  piirfiie  \\\\h  more  carixfl:  :\fri(!uity, 
his  own  happinefs  than  that  of  ao)  other 
perfon.  Thus  far,  whenever  they  phice 
themfelves  in  his  fituation,  they  will  readily 
go  along  with  him.  In  the  race  for  wealth, 
and  honours,  and  preferments,  he  may  run  as 
hard  as  he  can,  and  ftrain  every  nerve  and 
every  mufcle,  in  order  to  outftrip  all  his  com- 
petitors. But  if  he  fhould  julllc,  or  throw 
down  any  of  them,  the  indulgence  of  the 
fpe^ftators  is  entirely  at  an  end.  It  is  a  vio- 
lation of  fair  play  which  they  cannot  admit 
of.  This  man  is  to  them,  in  every  refpedt  as 
good  as  he :  they  do  not  enter  into  that  felf- 
love  by  which  he  prefers  himfelf  fo  much  to 
this  other,  and  cannot  go  along  with  the  mo- 
tive from  which  he  hurt  him.  They  rea- 
dily, therefore,  fympathize  with  the  natural 
refentment  of  the  injured,  and  the  offender 
becomes  the  objedl  of  their  hatred  and  indig- 
nation. He  is  fenfible  that  he  becomes  foy 
and  feels  that  thofe  fentiments  are  ready  to 
burft  out  from  all  fides  a^-alnri:  him. 

As  the  greater  and  more  irreparable  the 
evil  that  is  done,  the  refentment  of  the  faf- 
ferer  runs  naturally  the  higher ;  fo  does  like- 
wife  the  fympathetic  indignation  of  the 
Ipedator,  as  well  as  the  {Qni'c  of  guilt  in  the 
dgent.     Death  is  the  greateft  evil  which  one 

man 
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man  can  inflicfl  upon  another,  and  excites  the 
higheft  degree  of  refentment  in  thofe  who  are 
immediately  connected  with  the  flain.  Mur- 
der, therefore,  is  the  moft  atrocious  of  all 
crimes,  which  affecl  individuals  only,  in  the 
fight  both  of  mankind,  and  of  the  perfon 
who  has  committed  it.  To  be  deprived  of 
that  which  we  are  poflefled  of,  is  a  greater 
evil  than  to  be  difappointed  of  what  we  have 
only  the  expectation.  Breach  of  property, 
therefore,  theft  and  robbery,  which  take  from 
us  what  we  are  pofTefTed  of,  are  greater 
crimes  than  breach  of  contract,  which  only 
difappoints  us  of  what  we  expedted.  The 
moft  facred  laws  of  juftice,  therefore,  thofe 
whofe  violation  feems  to  call  loudeft  for  ven- 
geance and  punifliment,  are  the  laws  which 
guard  the  life  and  perfon  of  our  neighbour ; 
the  next  are  thofe  which  guard  his  property 
and  pofleffions  ;  and  laft  of  all  come  thofe 
which  guard  what  are  called  his  perfonal 
rights,  or  what  is  due  to  him  ffom  the  pro^ 
mifes  of  others. 

The  violator  of  the  more  facred  laws  of  juf-. 
tice  can  never  refled:  on  the  fentiments  which 
mankind  muft  entertain  \\'ith  regard  to  him, 
without  feeling  all  the  agonies  of  fhame,  and 
horror,  and  confternation.  When  his  pafTion 
is  gratified,  and  he  begins  coolly  to  reflect  on 

his 
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his  part  condu(fl,  he  can  enter  into  none  of 
the  motives  which  influenced  It.  They  ap- 
pear now  as  detelhible  to  him  as  t1iev  did 
always  to  otlier  people.  By  fympatlilz'ng 
with  the  hatred  and  abhorrence  which  other 
men  muft  entertain  for  him,  he  becomes  ia 
fomc  meafure  the  objeill:  of  his  own  hatred 
and  abhorrence.  The  fituation  of  the  per- 
fon,  who  fuffered  by  his  injulHce,  now  calls 
upon  his  pity.  He  is  grieved  at  the  thought 
of  it ;  regrets  the  unhappy  efiecls  of  his  own 
conduift,  and  feels  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
have  rendered  him  the  proper  object;!:  of  the 
refentment  and  indignation  of  mankind,  and 
of  what  is  the  natural  confequence  of  refent- 
ment, vengeance  and  punifliment.  The 
thought  of  this  perpetually  haunts  him,  and 
iills  him  with  terror  and  amazement.  He 
dares  no  longer  look  fociety  in  the  face,  but 
imagines  himfelf  as  it  were  rcjeded,  and 
thrown  out  from  the  affe(5lions  of  all  man- 
kind. He  cannot  hope  for  the  confolation 
of  fympathy  in  this  his  greateft  and  moft 
dreadful  diftrcfs.  The  remembrance  of  his 
crimes  has  Inut  out  all  fellow-feeling  with 
him  from  the  hearts  of  his  fellow- creatures. 
The  fentiments  which  they  entertain  with 
regard  to  him,  are  the  very  thing  which  he 
h  moft  afraid  of.     Every  thing  ftcms  hoftilc, 

and 
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and  he  would  be  glad  to  fly  to  fome  inhof- 
pitable  defert,  where  he  might  never  more 
behold  the  face  of  a  human  creature,  nor 
read  in  the  countenance  of  mankind  the 
condemnation  of  his  crimes.  But  folitude 
is  ftill  more  dreadful  than  fociety.  His  own 
thoughts  can  prcfcnt  him  with  nothing  but 
what  is  black,  unfortunate,  and  difaflrous,  the 
melancholy  forebodings  of  incomprehenfible 
mifery  and  ruin.  The  horror  of  folitude 
drives  him  back  into  fociety,  and  he  comes 
again  into  the  prefence  of  mankind,  aftonifhed 
to  appear  before  them  loaded  with  fhame  and 
diftradted  with  fear,  in  order  to  fupplicate 
fome  little  protection  from  the  countenance 
of  thofe  very  judges,  who  he  knows  have 
already  all  unanimoufly  condemned  him. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  that  fentiment,  which 
is  properly  called  remorfe ;  of  all  the  fenti- 
ments  which  can  enter  the  human  breaft  the 
moft  dreadful.  It  is  made  up  of  fhame  from 
the  fenfe  of  the  impropriety  of  paft  condud  ; 
of  grief  for  the  efrcds  of  it ;  of  pity  for  thofe 
who  fuffer  by  it;  and  of  the  dread  and  terror 
of  puniihment  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  the 
juftly-provoked  refentmcnt  of  all  rational 
creatures. 

The  oppofite  behaviour  naturally  infpires 
the  oppofite  fentiment.     The  man  who,  not 
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from  frivolous  fancy,  hut  from  proper  mo- 
tives, has  performed  a  generous  action,  when 
lie  looks  forward  to  thofc  whom  he  has 
ferved,  feels  himfelfto  be  the  natural  obje (ft 
of  their  love  and  gratitude,  and,  by  fympa- 
thy  with  them,  of  the  efteem  and  approbation 
of  all  mankind.  And  when  he  looks  back- 
ward, to  the  motive  from  which  he  ad:ed, 
and  furveys  it  in  the  light  in  which  the  in- 
different fpe(51:ator  will  furvey  it,  he  ftill  con- 
tinues to  enter  into  it,  and  applauds  himfelf 
by  fympathy  with  the  approbation  of  this 
fuppofed  impartial  judge.  In  both  thefe 
points  of  view  his  own  condufl  appears  to 
him  every  way  agreeable.  His  mind,  at  the 
thought  of  it,  is  filled  with  checrfulnefs, 
icrenity,  and  com.pofure.  He  is  in  friendfliip 
and  harmony  v/ith  all  mankind,  and  looks 
upon  his  fellow-creatures  with  conhdence., 
and  benevolent  fatisfadlion,  fecure  that  he 
has  rendered  himfelf  worthy  of  their  moft 
favourable  regards.  In  the  combination  of 
all  thefe  fentiments  confifts  the  confcioufnefs 
of  merit,  or  of  defcrved  reward. 
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CHAP.  III. 
Of  tha  utility  of  this  cofijiitutlon  of  Nature* 

Tt  IS  thus  that  man,  who  can  fubfift  only  in 
foclety,  wa5  fitted  by  nature  to  that  fitu- 
ation  for  which  he  was  made.  All  the 
members  of  human  fociety  ftand  in  need  of 
each  other's  afliftance,  and  are  likewife  ex- 
pofed  to  mutual  injuries.  Where  the  necei- 
fary  afliftance  is  reciprocally  afforded  from 
love,  from  gratitude,  from  friendihip,  and 
efteem,  the  fociety  fiourifhes  and  is  happy. 
All  the  different  members  of  it  are  bound  to- 
gether by  the  agreeable  bands  of  love  and 
affedion,  and  are,  as  it  were,  drawn  to  one 
common  centre  of  mutual  good  offices. 

But  though  the  neceffary  afliftance  fliould 
not  be  afforded  from  fuch  generous  and  dif- 
interefted  motives,  though  among  the  differ- 
ent members  of  the  fociety  there  fhould  be  no 
mutual  love  and  affection,  the  fociety  though 
lefs  happy  and  agreeable,  will  not  necelfarily 
be  diflblved.  Society  may  fubfift  among 
different  men,  as  among  different  merchants, 
from  a  fenfe  of  its  utility,  without  any  mutual 
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love  or  afTcd'ion;  and  though  no  man  in  it 
fliould  owe  any  obligation,  or  be  bound  in 
gratitude  to  any  other,  it  may  ftill  be  uplield 
by  a  mercenary  exchange  ot  good  ofFiccs  ac' 
cording  to  an  agreed  valuation. 

Society,  however,  cannot  fubfifl:  among 
thofe  who  are  at  all  times  ready  to  hurt  and 
injure  one  another.  The  moment  that  in- 
jury begins,  the  moment  that  mutual  refent- 
ment  and  animofity  take  place,  all  the  bands 
of  it  are  broke  alunder,  and  the  different 
members  of  which  it  confided  are,  as  it  were, 
diihpated  and  feattered  abroad  by  the  violence 
and  oppofition  of  their  difcordant  affecftions. 
If  there  is  any  fociety  among  robbers  and 
murderers,  they  muft  at  leaft,  according  to 
the  trite  obfervation,  abftain  from  robbing 
and  murdering  one  another.  Beneficence, 
therefore,  is  lefs  eflential  to  the  exiitence  of 
fociety  than  juftice.  Society  may  fubfill, 
though  not  in  the  mod  comfortable  ftate, 
without  beneficence  :  but  the  prevalence  of 
injuftice  muft  utterly  deftroy  it. 

Though  nature,  therefore,  exhorts  man- 
kind to  ads  of  beneficence,  by  the  pleafing 
confcioufnefs  of  deferved  reward,  fhe  has 
not  thought  it  necefiary  to  guard  and  enforce 
the  practice  of  it  by  the  terrors  of  merited 
punifliment  in  cafe   it  fhould  be  neglcdled. 

It 
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It  is  the  ornament  which  emhellifhes,  not  the 
foimdation  which  fupports  the  building,  and 
which  it  was,  therefore,  iufficient  to  recom- 
mend, but  by  no  means  necelTa^y  to  impofe., 
Juftice,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  main  pillai: 
that  upholds  the  whole  edifice.  If  it  is  re- 
moved, the  great,  the  immenfe  fabric  of  hu- 
man fociety,  that  fabric  which  to  raife  and 
fupport  feeras  in  this  world,  if  I  may  fay  fo, 
to  have  been  the  peculiar  and  darling  care  of 
Nature,  muft  in  a  moment  crumble  into  atoms,- 
In  order  to  enforce  the  obfervation  of  juftice, 
therefore,  Nature  has  implanted  in  the  human 
breaft  that  confcioufnefs  of  iil-defert,  thofe 
terrors  of  merited  puniihment  which  attend 
upon  its  violation,  as  the  great  fafeguards  of 
the  aflbciation  of  mankind,  to  protedl  the 
weak,  to  curb  the  violent,  and  to  chaftife  the 
guilty.  Men,  though  naturally  fympathetic, 
feel  fo  little  for  another,  with  whom  they 
have  no  particular  connexion,  in  comparifon 
of  what  they  feel  for  themfelves  ;  the  mifery 
of  one,  who  is  merely  their  fellow-creature, 
is  of  fo  little  importance  to  them  in  compa- 
rifon even  of  a  fmali  conveniency  of  their 
own  ;  they  have  it  fo  much  in  their  power  to 
hurt  him,  and  may  have  fo  many  tempt- 
ations to  do  ib,  that  if  this  principle  did  not 
iland  up  within  them  in  his  defence,  and 
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overawe  them  into  a  refpc^l  for  his  inno- 
cence, they  would,  like  wild  bcafts,  be  at  all 
times  ready  to  fiy  upon  him  ;  and  a  man 
would  enter  an  allembly  of  men  as  he  enters 
a  den  of  lions. 

In  every  part  of  tlic  univcrfc  we  obfervc 
means  adjufted  with  ihe  niceil  artifice  to  the 
ends  which  they  are  intended  to  produce,  and 
in  tlie  mechanifm  of  a  plant,  or  animal  body, 
admire  how  every  thing  is  contrived  for  ad- 
vancing the  two  great  purpofcs  of  nature, 
the  fupport  of  the  individual,  and  the  propa- 
gation of  the  fpecics.  But  in  thefe,  and  in 
all  fuch  objects,  we  ftill  dilVmguilli  the  efli- 
cient  from  the  final  caufe  of  their  feveral 
motions  and  organizations.  The  digcflicn 
of  the  food,  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
the  fecretion  of  the  feveral  juices  which  are 
drawn  from  it,  are  operations  all  of  them  nc- 
cefl'ary  for  the  great  purpofes  of  animal  life. 
Yet  we  never  endeavour  to  account  for  them 
from  thofe  purpofes  as  from  their  efficient 
caufes,  nor  imagine  that  tlie  blood  circulates, 
or  that  the  food  digefts  of  its  own  accord,  and 
with  a  view  or  intention  to  the  purpofes  of 
circulation  or  digeRion.  The  wheels  of  the 
watch  are  all  admirably  adjufted  to  the  end 
for  which  it  was  made,  the  pointing  of  the 
hour.  All  their  various  motions  confpire  in 
VOL.  I.  N  the 
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the  nlcefl  manner  to  produce  this  efFed:.  If 
they  were  endowed  with  a  defire  and  inten- 
tion to  produce  it,  they  could  not  do  it  bet- 
ter. Yet  we  never  afcribe  any  fuch  defire  or 
intention  to  them,  but  to  the  watch-maker, 
and  we  know  that  they  a»e  put  into  motion 
by  a  fpring,  which  intends  the  effedt  it  pro- 
duces as  little  as,  they  do.  But  though,  in 
accounting  for  the  operations  of  bodies,  we 
never  fail  to  diftinguifh  in  this  manner  the 
efficient  from  the  final  caufe,  in  accounting  for 
thofe  of  the  mind  we  are  very  apt  to  confound 
thefe  ,two  different  things  with  one  another. 
When  by  natural  principles  we  are  led  to  ad- 
vance thofe  ends  which  a  refined  and  enlight- 
ened reafon  would  recommend  to  us,  we  are 
very  apt  to  impute  to  that  reafon,  as  to  their 
efficient  caufe,  the  fentiments  and  adions  by 
which  we  advance  thofe  ends,  and  to  ima- 
gine that  to  be  the  wifdom  of  man,  which  in 
reality  is  the  wifdom  of  God.  Upon  a  fu- 
perficial  view,  this  caufe  feems  fufficient  to 
produce  the  effeds  which  are  afcribed  to  it ; 
and  the  fyftem  of  human  nature  feems  to  be 
more  fimple  and  agreeable  when  all  its  dif- 
ferent operations  are  in  this  manner  deduced 
from  a  fingle  principle. 

As  fociety  cannot  fubfift  unlefs  the  laws  of 
juftice  are  tolerably  obferved,  as  no  focial  in- 
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tercoiirfe  can  take  place  among  men  who 
do  not  generally  abftain  from  injuring  one 
another ;  the  confidcrarion  of  this  necclfity, 
it  has  been  thought,  was  the  ground  upon 
which  w^e  approved  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws  of  juftice  by  the  punifhment  of  thofc 
who  violated  them.  Man,  it  has  been  faid, 
has  a  natural  love  for  fociety,  and  defircs  that 
the  union  of  mankind  ihould  be  prefcrved 
for  its  own  fake,  and  though  he  himfelf  was 
to  derive  no  benefit  from  it.  The  orderly  and 
flourilhing  ftate  of  fociety  is  agreeable  to 
him,  and  he  takes  delight  in  contemplating 
it.  Its  diforder  and  confufion,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  the  objedt  of  his  averfion,  and  he  is 
chagrined  at  whatever  tends  to  produce  it. 
He  is  fenfible  too  that  his  own  intereft  is  con- 
ne^^ed  with  the  profperity  of  fociety,  and 
that  the  happinefs,  perhaps  the  prefervation 
of  his  exiftence,  depends  upon  its  preferva- 
tion.  Upon  every  account,  therefore,  he  has 
an  abhorrence  at  whatever  can  tend  to  dc- 
ftroy  fociety,  and  is  willing  to  make  ufe  of 
every  means,  which  can  hinder  fo  hated  and 
fo  dreadful  an  event.  Injuflice  necefiarily 
tends  to  deftroy  it.  Every  appearance  of  in- 
juftice,  therefore,  alarms  him,  and  he  runs, 
if  I  may  fay  fo,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  v/hat, 
if  allowed  to  go  on,  w^ould  quickly  put  an 
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end  to  every  thing  that  Is  dear  to  him.  If 
he  cannot  refliain  it  by  gentle  and  fair 
means,  he  miift  bear  it  down  by  force  and 
violence,  and  at  any  rate  muft  put  a  flop  to 
its  further  progrefs.  Hence  it  is,  they  fay, 
that  he  often  approves  of  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws  of  juftice  even  by  the  capital  punifh- 
ment  of  thofe  who  violate  them.  The  dif- 
turber  of  the  public  peace  is  hereby  removed 
out  of  the  world,  and  others  are  terrified  by 
his  fate  from  imitating  his  example. 

Such  is  the  account  commonly  given  of 
our  approbation  of  the  punilhment  of  injuf- 
tice.  And  fo  far  this  account  is  undoubtedly 
true,  that  we  frequently  have  occafion  to  con- 
firm our  natural  fenfe  of  the  propriety  and 
fitnefs  of  punifhment,  by  refleding  how  ne- 
jceflary  it  is  for  preferving  the  order  of  foci- 
ety.  When  the  guilty  is  about  to  fuffer  that 
juft  retaliation,  which  the  natural  indignation 
of  mankind  tells  them  is  due  to  his  crimes; 
when  the  infolence  of  his  injuflice  is  broken 
and  humbled  by  the  terror  of  his  approaching 
punilhment ;  when  he  ceafes  to  be  an  object 
of  fear,  with  the  generous  and  humane  he 
begins  to  be  an  objedt  pf  pity.  The  thought 
of  what  he  is  about  to  fuffer  extinguifhes 
their  refentment  for  the  fufferings  of  others 
to  which  he  has  given  occafion.     They  are 
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dirpofed  to  pardon   and  forgive  lilm,  and  to 
fave  him  from  that  punifhrncnt,  which  in  all 
their  cool  hours  they  had  confidcred  as  the 
retribution  due  to  fuch  crimes.     Here,  there- 
fore, they  have  occalion  to  call  to  their  aflift- 
ance  the  conlideration  of  the  general  intereft 
of  fociety.     They  counter- balance  the   ini- 
pulfe  of  this  weak  and  partial  humanity  by 
the  didlates  of  a  humanity  that  is  more  gene- 
rous and   comprehenfive.     They  reflec!!;  that 
mercy  to  the  guilty  is  cruelty  to  the  inno- 
cent, and  oppole  to  the  emotions  of  compaf- 
fion  which  they  feel  for  a  particular  perfon  a 
more  enlarged  compafllon  which  they   feel 
for  mankind. 

Sometimes  too  we  have  occafion  to  defend 
the  propriety  of  obferving  the  general  rules 
of  juftice  by  the  confideration  of  their  necef- 
fity  to  the  fupport  of  fociety.     We  frequently 
hear  the  young  and  the  licentious  ridiculing 
the  moft  facred   rules  of  morality,  and  pro- 
fefling,  fomctimes  from   the  corruption,  but 
more  frequently  from    the  vanity   of  their 
hearts,  the  moft  abominable  maxims  of  con- 
duct.    Our  indignation   roufes,  and  we  are 
eager  to   refute   and  expofe  fuch   deteftablc 
principles.     But  though   it   is  their  intrinfic 
liatefulnefs  and   dctellablenefs,  which   origi- 
nally inflames  us  agalnft  them,  wc  are  unwil- 
N  3  ling; 
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ling  to  affign  this  as  the  fole  reafon  why  we 
condemn  them,  or  to  pretend  that  it  i& 
merely  becaufe  we  ourfelves  hate  and  deteft; 
them.  The  reafon  we  think,  would  not  ap- 
pear to  be  conclufive.  Yet  why  fhould  it 
not ;  if  we  hate  and  deteft  them  becaufe  they 
are  the  natural  and  proper  objects  of  hatred 
and  deteftation  ?  But  when  we  are  afked 
"why  we  fliouid  not  aCt  in  fuch  or  fuch  a 
manner,  the  very  queftion  feems  to  fuppofe- 
that,  to  thofe  who  afk  it,  this  manner  of  ail- 
ing does  not  appear  to  be  for  its  own  fake 
the  natural  and  proper  object  of  thofe  fenti-^ 
ments.  We  mufl  fnow  them,  therefore,  that 
it  ought  to  be  fo  for  the  fake  of  fomething 
elfe.  Upon  this  account  we  generally  call 
about  for  other  arguments,  and  the  confider- 
ation  which  firft  occurs  to  us,  is  the  diforder 
and  confufion  of  fociety  which  would  refult 
from  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  fuch  prac- 
tices. We  feldom  fail,  therefore,  to  infill 
upon  this  topic. 

But  though  it  commonly  requires  no  great 
difcernment  to  fee  the  deftrudive  tendency 
of  all  licentious  pradices  to  the  welfare  of 
fociety,  it  is  feldom  this  confideration  which 
firft  animates  us  againft  them.  All  men, 
even  the  moft  ftupid  and  unthinking,  abhor 
fraud,  perfidy,  and  injuftice,  and  delight  to 
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fee  them  puniflicd.  But  few  men  have  re- 
ceded upon  the  neccffity  of  jufticc  to  the 
exillence  of  fociety,  how  obvious  foever  that 
neceO'ity  mm'-  appear  to  be. 

That  it  is  not  a  rcf!;ard  to  the  prefervatlon 
of  fociety,  which  originally  interefls  us  in  the 
puniiliment  of  crimes  committed  againft  in- 
dividuals, may  be  dcmonftrated  by  many 
obvious  conliderations.  The  concern  which 
we  take  in  the  fortune  and  happinefs  of  indi- 
viduals docs  not,  in  common  cafes,  arife  from 
that  which  we  take  in  the  fortune  and  happi- 
nefs of  fociety.  We  are  no  more  concerned 
for  the  deftru6lion  or  lofs  of  a  fingle  man,  be- 
caufe  this  man  is  a  member  or  part  of  fociety, 
and  becaufe  we  fliould  be  concerned  for  the 
deftruQion  of  fociety,  than  we  are  concerned 
for  the  lofs  of  a  fmgle  guinea,  becaufe  this 
guinea  is  part  of  a  thoufand  guineas,  and  be- 
caufe we  fhould  be  concerned  for  the  lofs  of 
the  whole  fum.  In  neither  cafe  does  our  re- 
gard for  the  individuals  arife  from  our  regard 
to  the  multitude :  but  in  both  cafes  our  re- 
gard for  the  multitude  is  compounded  and 
made  up  of  the  particular  regards  which  we 
feel  for  the  different  individuals  of  which  it  is 
compofcd.  As  when  a  fmall  fum  is  unjuftly 
taken  from  us,  we  do  not  fo  much  profecute 
the  injury  from  a  regard  to  the  prefervation 
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of  our  whole  fortune,  as  from  a  regard  to 
that  particular  fum  which  we  have  loft  j  fo 
when  a  fmgle  man  is  injured,  or  deftroyed, 
we  demand  the  punifhment  of  the  wrong 
that  has  been  done  to  him,  not  (o  much  from 
a  concern  for  the  general  intereft  of  fociety, 
as  from  a  concern  for  that  very  individual 
who  has  been  injured.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
however,  that  this  concern  does  not  neceffa- 
rily  include  in  it  any  degree  of  thofe  exqui- 
fite  fentiments  which  are  commonly  called 
love,  efteem,  and  affection,  and  by  Vv'hich 
we  diftinguilh  our  particular  friends  and  ac- 
quaintance. The  concern  which  is  requifite 
for  this,  is  no  more  than  the  general  fellow- 
feeling  w^hich  we  have  with  every  man  mere- 
ly becaufe  he  is  our  fellow-creature.  We 
enter  into  the  refentment  even  of  an  odious 
perfon,  when  he  is  injured  by  thofe  to  whom 
he  has  given  no  provocation.  Our  difap- 
probation  of  his  ordinary  chara£ler  and  con- 
duct does  not  in  this  cafe  altogether  prevent 
our  fellow-feeling  with  his  natural  indigna- 
tion ;  though  with  thofe  who  are  not  either 
extremely  candid,  or  who  have  not  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  corred:  and  regulate  their  natural 
fentiments  by  general  rules,  it  is  very  apt  to 
damp  it. 
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Upon  fomc  occafiofis,  Indeetl,  wc  both  pu- 
nifli    and    approve    of  puniihincnt,     n^erely 
from  a  view  to  the  general  intcreft  of  foclety, 
which,    \vc   imagine,    cannot   otherwife    be 
feciircd.      Of  tliis  kind  are   all  the   piinifli- 
ments  inflided  for  breaches  of  Avhat  is  called 
cither  civil  police,  or  military  difcipline.  Sucli 
crimes  do  not  immediately  or  indiredlly  hurt 
any  particular  perfon  ;  but  their  remote  confe- 
qucnces,  it  is  fuppofed,  do  produce,  or  might 
produce,  either  a  confiderable  inconveniency, 
or  a  great  diforder  in  the  fociety.     A  centinel, 
for  example,  ^vho  falls  afleep  upon  his  watch, 
fuffers   death   by  the   laws    of  war,  becaufe 
fuch  careleffnefs  might  endanger  the  whole 
army.     This  fcverity  may,  upon   many  oc- 
cafions,  appear  neceflary,  and,  for  that  rea- 
fon,  iuft  and  proper.     When  the  preferva- 
tion  of  an  individual  is  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
fafety  of  a  multitude,  nothing  can  be  more 
juft  than  that  the  many  Ihould  be  preferred 
to  the  one.     Yet  this  punifhment,  how  necef- 
fary  foever,  always  appears  to  be  exceflively 
fevere.     The    natural   atrocity  of  the  crime 
feems  to  be  fo  little,  and  the  punifhment  fo 
great,  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  our 
heart  can  reconcile  itfelf  to  it.     Though  fuch 
careleffhefs  appears   very  blamable,    yet  the 
thought  of  this  crime  docs  not  naturahy  ex- 
cite 
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cite  any  fuch  refentment,  as  would  prompt 
us  to  take  fuch  dreadful  revenge.  A  man  of 
humanity  muft  recoiled  himfelf,  muft  make 
an  elTorr,  and  exert  his  whole  firmnefs  and 
refoliition,  before  he  can  bring  himfelf  either 
to  inflid  it,  or  to  go  along  with  it  when  it  is 
infiided  by  others.  It  is  not,  however,  in 
this  manner,  that  he  looks  upon  the  juft  pu^ 
niihment  of  an  ungrateful  murderer  or  par- 
ricide. His  heart,  in  this  cafe,  applauds 
with  ardour,  and  even  with  tranfport,  the 
juft  retaliation  which  feems  due  to  fuch  de- 
tellable  crimes,  and  which,  if,  by  any  acci- 
dent, they  fliould  happen  to  efcape,  he 
would  be  highly  enraged  and  difappointed. 
The  very  different  fentiments  with  which 
the  fpcdator  views  thofe  different  punifh- 
ments,  is  a  proof  that  his  approbation  of  the 
one  is  far  from  being  founded  upon  the  fame 
principles  with  that  of  the  other.  He  looks 
upon  the  centinel  as  an  unfortunate  vidim, 
who,  indeed,  muft,  and  ought  to  be,  de- 
voted  to  the  fafety  of  numbers,  but  whom 
Hill,  in  his  heart,  he  would  be  glad  to  fave ; 
and  he  is  only  forry  that  the  intereft  of  the 
many  fliould  oppofe  it.  But  if  the  murderer 
fliould  efcape  from  punifliment,  it  would 
excite  his  higheft  indignation,  and  he  would 
call  upon  God  to  avenge,  in  another  world, 

that 
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that  crime  which  tlie   injuflice  of  mankind 
had  negleded  to  chaflife  upon  earth. 

For  it  well  deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
that  we  are  fo  far  from  imaginmg  that  injuf, 
tice  ought  to  he  puniihed  in  this  life,  merely 
on  account  of  the  crder  of  focicty,  which 
cannot  otherwiie  be  maintained,  that  Nature 
teaches  us  to  hope,  and  religion,  we  fuppofe 
authorifcs  us  to  expcd,  that  it  will  be  pu- 
niihed, even  in  a  life  to  come.  Our  fenfe  of 
its  ill  defert  purfues  it,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  even, 
beyond  the  grave,  though  the  example  of  its 
punifhment  there  cannot  ferve  to  deter  the 
reft  of  mankind,  who  fee  it  not,  who  know 
it  not,  from  being  guilty  of  the  like  practices 
here.  The  juftice  of  God,  however,  we 
think,  ftill  requires,  that  he  fhould  hereafter 
avenge  the  injuries  of  the  widow  and  the 
fatherlefs,  who  are  here  fo  often  infulted 
with  impunity.  In  every  religion  and  in 
every  fuperflition  that  the  world  has  ever 
beheld,  accordingly,  there  has  been  a  Tarta- 
rus as  well  as  arf  Elyfmm  ;  a  place  provided 
for  the  punifliment  of  the  wicked,  as  well  as 
i)ne  for  the  reward  of  the  juft. 
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SECTION    IIL 

Of  the  Influence  of  Fortune  upon  the  Senti- 
ments of  Mankind,  with  regard  to  the 
Merit  or  Demerit  of  Adions. 


INTRODUCTION. 

WHATEVER  praife  or  blame  can  be  due 
to  any  adion,  muft  belong  either, 
firft,  to  the  intention  or  afFedion  of  the  heart, 
from  which  it  proceeds  ;  or,  fecondly,  to  the 
external  action  or  movement  of  the  body, 
which  this  affection  gives  occafion  to ;  or, 
lailly,  to  the  good  or  bad  confequences, 
which  adually,  and  in  fad,  proceed  from 
it.  Thefe  three  different  things  ccnftitute 
the  whole  nature  and  circumftances  of  the 
adion,  and  mufl  be  the  foundation  of  what- 
ever quality  can  belong  to  it. 

That  the  two  laft  of  thefe  three  circum- 
fcances  cannot  be  the  foundation  of  any  praife 
or  blame,  is  abundantly  evident;  nor  has  the 
contrary  ever  been  afferted  by  any  body. 
The  external    adion   or   movement  of  the 

body 
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body  is  often  the  fame  in  the  inofl  innocent 
and  in  the  moll:  blamable  adions.  lie  wlio 
Ihoots  a  bird,  and  he  who  Ihocts  a  man,  both 
of  them  perform  the  fame  external  move- 
ment :  each  of  them  draws  the  trigger  of  a 
gun.  The  confecjuences  which  actually^  and 
in  fad,  happen  to  proceed  from  any  adion, 
are,  ifpoflihie,  ftlll  more  indifferent  either  to 
praife  or  blame,  than  even  the  external  move- 
ment of  the  body.  As  they  depend  not 
upon  the  agent,  but  upon  fortune,  they  can- 
not be  the  proper  foundation  for  any  fenti- 
mcnt;,  of  which  his  charadcr  and  condud 
are  the  objeds. 

The  only  confequences  for  which  he  can 
be  anfwerable,  or  by  which  he  can  deferve 
either  approbation  or  difapprobation  of  any 
kind,  are  thofe  which  were  lomeway  or  other 
intended,  or  thofe  which,  at  lead,  fhow 
fome  agreeable  or  difagreeble  quality  in  the 
intention  of  the  heart,  from  which  he  aded. 
To  the  intention  or  affcdion  of  the  heart, 
therefore,  to  the  propriety  or  impropriety,  to 
the  beneficence  or  hurtfulnefs  of  the  defign, 
all  praife  or  blame,  all  approbation  or  difap- 
probation, of  any  kind,  which  can  juftly  be 
bellowed  upon  any  adion,  niuft  ultimately 
belong. 

When 
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"When  this  maxim  is  thus  propofed,  in  ab- 
ftrad:  and  general  terms,  there  is  nobody 
who  does  not  agree  to  it.  Its  felf-evident 
juftice  is  acknowledged  by  all  the  world,  and 
there  is  not  a  difTenting  voice  among  all  man- 
kind. Every  body  allows,  that  how  differ- 
ent foever  the  accidental,  the  unintended  and 
unforefeen  confequences  of  different  adlions, 
yet,  if  the  intentions  or  affedions  from 
which  they  arofe  were,  on  the  one  hand, 
equally  proper  and  equally  beneficent,  or,  on 
the  other,  equally  improper  and  equally  ma- 
levolent, the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  actions 
is  flill  the  fame,  and  the  agent  is  equally  the 
fuitable  objedl  either  of  gratitude  or  of  refent- 
ment. 

But  how  well  foever  we  may  feem  to  be 
perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  this  equitable 
maxim,  when  we  confider  it  after  this  man- 
ner, in  abflra6t,  yet  when  we  come  to  par- 
ticular cafes,  the  actual  confequences  which 
happen  to  proceed  from  any  adion,  have  a 
very  great  efiedl  upon  our  fentiments  con- 
cerning its  merit  or  demerit,  and  almoil  al- 
ways cither  enhance  or  diminifh  our  fenfe  of 
both.  Scarce,  in  any  one  inftance,  perhaps, 
will  our  fentiments  be  found,  ^fter  examina- 
tion, to  be   entirely  regulated  by  this  rule, 

which 
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which  we  all  acknowledge  ought  entirely  to 
regulate  them. 

This  irregularity  of  fcntiment,  which  every 
body  feels,  which  fcarcc  any  body  is  fufHci- 
ently  aware  of,  and  which  nobody  is  willing 
to  acknowledge,  I  proceed  now  to  explain ; 
and  I  fhall  confider,  lirft,  the  caufc  which 
gives  occafion  to  it,  or  the  mcchanifm  by 
which  nature  produces  it ;  fccondly,  the  ex- 
tent of  its  influence  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  the 
end  which  it  anfwers,  or  the  purpofe  which 
the  Author  of  nature  feems  to  have  intended 
by  it. 


CHAP.    I. 

Of  the  caufts  of  this  hifuence  of  Fortune. 

rnpHE  caufes  of  pain  and  pleafure,  w^hatever 
-*•  they  are,  or  however  they  operate,  feem 
to  be  the  obje<Sls,  whicli,  in  all  animals,  im- 
mediately excite  thofe  two  paflions  of  grati- 
tude and  refentment.  They  are  excited  by 
inanimated,  as  well  as  by  animated  objed:s. 
We  are  angry,  for  a  moment,  even  at  the 
ftone  that  hurts  us.  A  child  beats  it,  a  dog 
barks  at  it,  a  choleric  man  is  apt  to  curfe  it. 
9  The 
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The  Icaft  reflection,  indeed,  corre£ls  this 
fentiment,  and  we  foon  become  fenfible,  that 
what  has  no  feeling  is  a  very  improper  obje6l 
of  revenge.  When  the  mifchief,  however, 
is  very  great,  the  objed:  which  caufed  it,  be- 
comes difagreeable  to  us  ever  after,  and  we 
take  pleafure  to  burn  or  deftroy  it.  We 
fhould  treat,  in  this  manner,  the  inftrumen£ 
which  had  accidentally  been  the  caufe  of  the 
death  of  a  friend,  and  we  fhould  often  think 
ourfelves  guilty  of  a  fort  of  inhumanity,  if 
we  neglected  to  vent  this  abfurd  fort  of  ven- 
geance upon  it. 

We  conceive,  in  the  fame  manner,  a  fort  of 
gratitude  for  thofe  inanlmated  objeds,  which 
have  been  the  caufes  of  great  or  frequent  plea- 
fure to  us.  The  fallor,  v^rho,  as  foon  as  he 
got  afhore,  fhould  mend  his  fire  with  the 
plank  upon  vvrhich  he  had  juft  efcaped  from  a 
fliipwreck,  would  feem  to  be  guilty  of  an  un- 
natural adtion.  We  fhould  expect  that  he 
w^ould  rather  preferve  it  with  care  and  affec- 
tion, as  a  monument  that  was,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  dear  to  him.  A  man  grows  fond  of  a 
fnuff-box,  of  a  pen-knife,  of  a  flaif  which  he 
has  long  made  ufe  of,  and  conceives  fome- 
thing  like  a  real  love  and  affedlon  for  them. 
If  he  breaks  or  lofes  them,  he  is  vexed  out  of 
ail  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  damage. 

The 
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The  houfc  which  we  have  lonn;  lived  In,  the 
tree  whofe  verdure  and  (hade  we  have^ong 
enjoyed,  are  hoth  looked  upon  with  a  fort  of 
refpcd:  that  fcems  due  to  fuch  benefactors. 
The  decay  of  the  one,  or  the  ruin  of  the 
other,  affcds  us  with  a  kind  of  melancholy, 
though  we  Ihould  fuftain  no  lofs  by  it.  The 
Dryads  and  the  Lares  of  the  ancients,  a  fort  of 
genii  of  trees  and  houfcs,  were  probably  flrft 
fuggefted  by  this  fort  of  affedlion,  which  the 
authors  of  thofe  fuperftitions  felt  for  fuch  ob- 
jedls,  and  which  feeined  unreafonable,  if  there 
was  nothing  animated  about  them. 

But,  before  any  thing  can  be  the  proper 
objedl  of  gratitude  or  refentment,  it  muft  not 
only  be  the  caufe  of  pleafure  or  pain,  it  muft 
likewife  be  capable  ot  feeling  them.  With- 
out this  other  quality,  thofe  pallions  cannot 
vent  themfelves  with  any  fort  of  fatisfadlion 
upon  it.  As  they  are  excited  by  the  caufes  of 
pleafure  and  pain,  fo  their  gratification  con- 
fifts  in  retaliating  thofe  fenfations  upon  what 
gave  occafion  to  them  ;  which  it  is  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  attempt  upon  what  has  no  fenfibllity. 
Animals,  therefore,  are  lefs  improper  objeds 
of  gratitude  and  refentment  than  inanimated 
objeCls.  The  dog  that  bites,  the  ox  that 
gores,  are  both  of  them  puniflied.  If  they 
have  been  the  caufes  of  the  death  of  any  pcr- 
VOL.  I.  O  fon, 
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fon,  neither  the  public,  nor  the  relations  of 
the  flain,  can  be  fatisiied,  unlefs  they  are  put 
to  death  in  their  turn :  nor  is  this  merely  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  living,  but,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  revenge  the  injury  of  the  dead.  Thofe 
animals,  on  the  contrary,  that  have  been  re- 
markably ferviceable  to  their  mafters,  become 
the  objedls  of  a  very  lively  gratitude.  We 
are  fhocked  at  the  brutality  of  that  officer, 
mentioned  in  the  Turkifh  fpy,  who  ftabbed 
the  horfe  that  had  carried  him  acrofs  an  arm 
of  the  fea,  left  that  animal  fliould  afterwards 
diftinguijQi  fome  other  perfon  by  a  fimilar  ad- 
venture. 

But,  though  animals  are  not  only  the  caufes 
of  pleafure  and  pain,  but  are  alfo  capable  of 
feeling  thofe  fenfations,  they  are  ftill  far  from 
being  complete  and  perfect  objetSts  either  of 
gratitude  or  refentment ;  and  thofe  pallions 
ftill  feel,  that  there  is  fomething  wanting  to 
their  entire  grraification.  What  gratitude 
chiefly  defines,  is  not  only  to  make  the  benc- 
fadlor  feel  pleafure  in  his  turn,  but  to  make 
him  confcious  that  he  meets  with  this  reward 
on  account  of  his  paft  condud:,  to  make  him 
pleafed  with  that  condud,  and  to  fatisfy  him 
that  the  perfon  upon  whom  he  beftowed  his 
good  offices  was  not  unworthy  of  them. 
What  moft  of  all  charms  us  in  our  benefac- 
tor. 
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tor,  is  the   concord   between  his   lentlments 
and  our  own,  with  regard  to  what  intereftsus 
lb  nearly  as  the  worth  of  our  own  character, 
and  the  ellecm  that  is  due  to  us.     We  are  de- 
liglited  to  find  a  perfon  who  vahies  us  as  we 
value  ourfelvcs,  and  dillinguilhcs  us  iVom  the 
rell  of  mankind,  with  iu\  attention  not  unlike 
that   with    which    w^e   diftinouifli    ourfelves. 
To  maintain  in  him  thefc  agreeable  and  flat- 
tering fentiments  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  pro- 
pofed  by  the  returns  we  are  difpofed  to  make 
to  him.     A  o-enerous  mind  often  difdains  the 
intererted  thought  of  extorting  new  favours 
from  its  benefador,   by  what  may  be  called 
the  importunities   of  its  gratitude.     But   to 
preferve  and  to  incrcafe  his  efteem,  is  an  in- 
tereft  which  the  greateft  mind  does  not  think 
unworthy  of  its  attention.     And  this  is  the 
foundation  of  what  1  formerly  obferved,  that 
when  we  cannot  enter  into  the  motives  of  our 
benefad:or,  when  his  condudl  and  charadter 
appear  unworthy  of  our  approbation,  let  his 
fervices  have  been  ever  fo  great,  our  grati- 
tude is  always  fenfibly  diminilhed.     We  are 
lefs  Mattered  by  the  didindion  ;  and  to  pre- 
ferve the  efteem  of  fo  weak,  or  fo  worthlefs 
a  patron,  feems  to  be  an  object  which  does 
not  deferve  to  be  purfued  for  its  own  fake. 

o  2  The 
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The  obje(St,  on  the  contrary,  which  refent- 
ment  is  chiefly  intent  upon,  is  not  fo  much  to 
make  our  enemy  feel  pain  in  his  turn,  as  to 
make  him  confcious  that  he  feels  it  upon  ac- 
count of  his  paft  condudt,  to  make  him  re- 
pent of  that  conduct,  and  to  make  him  fen* 
fible  that  the  perfon  whom  he  injured  did  not 
deferve  to  be  treated  in  that  manner.     What 
chiefly  enrages  us  againft  the  man  who  in- 
jures or  infults  us,  is  the  little  account  which 
he  feems  to  make  of  us,  the  unreafonable  pre- 
ference which  he  gives  to  himfelf  above  us, 
and  that  abfurd  felf-love,  by  which  he  feems 
to  imagine,  that  other  people  may  be  facri- 
ficed  at  any  time,  to  his  conveniency  or  his 
humour.     The  glaring   impropriety   of  this 
condudt,    the   grofs    infolence    and    injufl:ice 
which  it  feems  to  involve  in  it,  often  Ihock 
and  exafperate  us  more  than  all  the  mifchief 
which  w^e  have  fuffered.     To  bring  him  back 
to  a  more  juft  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  other 
people,  to  make  him  fenfible  of  what  he  owes 
us,  and  of  the  wrong  that  he  has  done  to  us, 
is  frequently  the  principal   end  propofed  in 
our  revenge,  which  is  always  imperfed:  when 
it  cannot  accompiifh  this.     "When  our  enemy 
appears  to  have  done  us  no  injury,  when  we 
are  fenfibie  that  he  adled  quite  properly,  that, 
4  in 
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in  his  fituation,  tve  fliould  have  done  the  fame 
thing,  and  that  we  defervcd  from  hhn  all  the 
mifchief  we  met  with  ;  in  that  cafe,  if  we 
have  the  leaft  fpark  either  of  candour  or 
julVice,  we  can  entertain  no  fort  of  refent^ 
ment. 

Before  any  tiling,  therefore,  can  be  the 
complete  and  proper  objedt,  cither  of  grati- 
tude or  refentment,  it  mufl:  poflefs  three  dif- 
ferent qualifications.  Firft,  it  muft  be  the 
caufe  of  pleafure  in  the  one  cafe,  and  of  pain 
in  the  other.  Secondly,  it  muft  be  capable  of 
feeling  thofe  fenfations.  And  thirdly,  it  muft 
not  only  have  produced  thofe  fenfations,  but 
it  muft  have  produced  them  from  defign,  and 
from  a  defign  that  is  approved  of  in  the  one 
caie,  and  difapproved  of  in  the  other.  It  is 
by  the  firft  qualification  that  any  objed:  is  ca- 
pable of  exciting  thofe  paffions :  it  is  by  the 
fecond,  that  it  is  in  any  refpecl  capable  of  gra- 
tifying t^jem  :  the  third  qualification  is  not 
only  neceflary  for  their  complete  fatisfaclicn, 
but  as  it  gives  a  pleafure  or  pain  that  is  both 
exquifite  and  peculiar,  it  is  likewife  an  addi- 
tional exciting  caufe  of  thofe  paffions. 

As  what  gives  pleafure  or  pain,  therefore, 
either  in  one  way  or  another,  is  the  fole  excit- 
ing caufe  of  gratitude  and  refentment  ;  though 
the  intentions  of  any  perfon  (hould  be  ever  fo 
o  3  proper 
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proper  and  benelicent,  on  the  one  hand,  or 
ever  fo  improper  and  malevolent  on  the 
other ;  yet,  if  he  has  failed  in  producing 
either  the  good  or  the  evil  which  he  intend- 
ed, as  one  of  the  exciting  caufes  is  wanting  in 
both  cafes,  lefs  gratitude  feems  due  to  him  in 
the  one,  and  lefs  refentment  in  the  other. 
And,  on  the  contrary,  though  in  the  inten- 
tions of  any  perfon,  there  was  either  no  lau- 
dable degree  of  benevolence  on  the  one  hand, 
or  no  blameable  degree  of  malice  on  the 
other;  yet,  if  his  adlions  fhould  produce 
either  great  good  or  great  evil,  as  one  of  the 
exciting  caufes  takes  place  upon  both  thefe 
occafions,  fome  gratitude  is  apt  to  arife  to- 
wards him  in  the  one  and  fome  refentment  in 
the  other.  A  fhadovv  of  merit  feems  to  fall 
Upon  him  in  the  firft,  a  fhadow  of  demerit  in 
the  fecond.  And,  as  the  confequences  of 
adions  are  altogether  under  the  empire  of 
Fortune,  hence  arifes  her  inHuence  tipon  the 
fentiments  of  mankind  with  regard  to  merit 
and  demerit. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Cf  the  extent  of  this   uijluence  of  Fortune, 

'TpHE  effcvfl  of  this  influence  of  fortune  is, 
-*"  firrt,  to  diminiih  our  *i^n{^  of  the  merit 
or  demerit  of  thofe  adions  which  arofe  from 
the  moft  laudable  or  blamable  intentions, 
when  they  fail  of  producing  their  propofcd 
effeds :  and,  fecondly,  to  increafe  our  fenfe 
of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  actions,  beyond 
what  is  due  to  the  motives  or  afledtions  from 
which  they  proceed,  when  they  accidentally 
give  occafion  either  to  extraordinary  pleafure 
or  pain. 

I.  Flrft,  I  fay,  though  the  intentions  of 
any  perfon  ihould  be  ever  fo  proper  and  be- 
neficent, on  the  one  hand,  or  ever  fo  impro- 
per and  malevolent,  on  the  other,  yet,  if  they 
fail  in  producing  their  effeds,  his  merit  feems 
impcrfedt  in  the  one  cafe,  and  his  demerit  in- 
complete in  the  other.  Nor  is  this  irregular- 
ity of  fentiment  felt  only  by  thofe  who  are 
immediately  affected  by  the-  confequences  of 
any  adion.  It  is  felt,  in  feme  meafure,  even 
by  the  impartial  fpedlator.  The  man  who 
O  4  folicits 


200  Of  Merit  and  Demerit.       Part  II. 

foliclts  an  office  for  another,  without  obtain- 
ing it,  is  regarded  as  his  friend,  and  feems  to 
deferve  his  love  and  afteftion.  But  the  man 
who  not  only  folicits,  but  procures  it,  is  more 
peculiarly  conlidered  as  his  patron  and  bene- 
fador,  and  is  entitled  to  his  refped:  and  grati- 
tude. The  perfon  obliged,  we  are  apt  to 
think,  may,  with  fome  juftice,  imagine  him- 
felf  on  a  level  with  the  firft  :  but  we  cannot 
enter  into  his  fentiments,  if  he  does  not  feel 
himfelf  inferior  to  the  fecond.  It  is  common 
indeed  to  fay,  that  we  are  equally  obliged  to 
the  man  who  has  endeavoured  to  ferve  us,  as 
to  him  who  adually  did  fo.  It  is  the  fpeech 
which  we  conftantly  make  upon  every  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  of  this  kind  ;  but  which,  like 
all  other  fme  fpeeched,  mull  be  underfhood 
with  a  grain  of  allowance.  The  fentiments 
which  a  man  of  generofity  entertains  for  the 
friend  who  fails,  may  often  indeed  be  nearly 
the  fame  with  thofe  which  he  conceives  for 
him  who  fucceeds  :  and  the  more  generous 
he  is,  the  more  nearly  wiJl  thofe  fentiments 
approach  to  an  exad  level.  With  the  truly 
generous,  to  be  beloved,  to  be  efteemed  by 
thofe  vv'hom  they  themfelves  think  v/orthy  of 
efteem,  gives  more  pleafure,  and  thereby  ex- 
cites more  gratitude,  than  all  the  advantages 
which  they  can  ever  exped  from  thofe  fenti- 
ments. 
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ments,  When  they  lofe  thofe  advantap^es, 
therefore,  they  fecm  to  loic  hut  a  trifle, 
which  is  fcarce  worth  regarding.  They 
ftill  however  lofe  fomctliing.  Their  plea- 
fur€  therefore,  and  confequently  their  grati- 
tude, is  not  pcrfcdly  complete :  and  accord- 
ingly if,  between  the  friend  who  fails  and  the 
friend  who  fiicceeds,  all  other  circumflances 
are  equal,  there  will,  even  in  the  nobleft  and 
the  beft  mind,  be  fome  little  difference  of  af- 
fedlion  in  favour  of  him  who  fucceeds.  Nay, 
fo  unjuft  are  mankind  in  this  refpedt,  that 
though  the  intended  benefit  Ihould  be  pro- 
cured, yet  if  it  is  not  procured  by  the  means 
of  a  particular  benefa61:or,  they  are  apt  to 
think  that  lefs  gratitude  is  due  to  the  man, 
who  with  the  beft  intentions  in  the  world 
could  do  no  more  than  help  it  a  little  for- 
ward. As  their  gratitude  is  in  this  cafe  di- 
vided among  the  different  perfons  who  con- 
tributed to  their  pleafure,  a  fmaller  fhare  of 
it  feems  due  to  any  one.  Such  a  perfon,  we 
hear  men  commonly  fay,  intended  no  doubt 
to  ferve  us ;  and  we  really  believe  exerted 
himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities  for  that 
purpofe.  We  are  not,  however,  obliged  to 
him  tor  this  benefit  ;  fmce,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  concurrence  of  others,  all  that  he 
could  have  done  would  never  have  brought 

it 
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it  about.  This  confideration,  they  imagine^ 
fhould,  even  in  the  eyes  of  tl.e  impartial 
fpetlator,  diminilh  the  debt  vv^hich  they  owe 
to  him.  The  perfon  himfelf  who  has  unfuc- 
cefsfuliy  endeavoured  to  confer  a  benefit,  has 
by  no  means  the  fame  dependency  upon  the 
g-ratitude  of  the  man  whom  he  meant  to 
oblige,  nor  the  fame  fenfe  of  his  own  merit 
towards  him,  which  he  would  have  had  in 
the  cafe  of  fuccefs. 

Even  the  merit  of  talents  and  abilities 
which  fome  accident  has  hindered  from  pro- 
ducing their  effeds,  feems  in  fome  meafure 
imperfed,  even  to  thofe  who  are  fully  con- 
vinced of  their  capacity  to  produce  them* 
The  general  who  has  been  hindered  by  the 
envy  of  miniflers  from  gaining  fome  great 
advantage  over  the  enemies  of  his  country, 
regrets  the  lofs  of  the  opportunity  for  ever 
after.  Nor  is  it  only  upon  account  of  the 
public  that  he  regrets  it.  He  laments  that 
he  was  hindered  from  performing  an  action 
which  would  have  added  a  new  luftre  to  his 
character  in  his  own  eyes,  as  well  as  in  thofe 
of  every  other  perfon.  It  fatisnes  neither 
himfelf  nor  others  to  refledl  that  the  plan  or 
defign  was  all  that  depended  on  him,  that 
no  greater  capacity  was  required  to  execute 
it  than  what  was  neceflary  to  conceit  it :  that 

he 
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he  was  allowed  to  be  every  way  capable  of 
executing  it,  and  that,  had  he  been  permitted 
to  go  on,  fucccfs  was  infallible.  He  ftill  did 
not  execute  it !  and  though  he  might  defcrvc 
all  the  approbation  which  is  due  to  a  magna- 
nimous and  great  defign,  he  ftill  wanted  the 
a(5lual  merit  of  having  performed  a  great 
action.  To  take  the  management  of  any 
affair  of  public  concern  from  the  man  who 
has  almoft  brought  it  to  a  conclufion,  is  re- 
garded as  the  moft  invidious  injuftice.  As 
he  had  done  fo  much,  he  fliould,  we  think, 
have  been  allowed  to  acquire  the  complete 
merit  of  putting  an  end  to  it.  It  was  ob- 
jeded  to  Pompey,  that  he  came  in  upon  the 
vidlories  of  Lucullus,  and  gathered  thofe  lau- 
rels which  were  due  to  the  fortune  and 
valour  of  another.  The  glory  of  Lucullus, 
it  feems,  was  lefs  complete  even  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  own  friends,  when  he  was  not 
permitted  to  finifh  that  conqucft  which  his 
conduct  and  courage  had  put  in  the  power 
of  almoft  any  man  to  finifti.  It  mortihes  an 
architect  when  his  plans  are  either  not  ex- 
ecuted at  all,  or  when  they  are  fo  far  altered 
as  to  fpoil  the  effed  of  the  building.  The 
plan,  however,  ie  all  that  depends  upon  the 
architect.  The  whole  of  his  genius  is,  to 
good  judges,  as  completely  difcovered  in  that 

as 
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as  in  the  adual  execution.  But  a  plan  does 
not,  even  to  the  mod  intelligent,  give  the 
fame  pleafure  as  a  noble  and  magnificent 
building.  They  may  dilcover  as  much  both 
of  tafte  and  genius  in  the  one  as  in  the  other. 
But  their  effeds  are  ftili  vaftly  different,  and 
the  amufement  derived  from  the  firft  never 
approaches  to  the  w^onder  and  admiration 
which  are  fometimes  excited  by  the  fecond. 
We  may  believe  of  many  men,  that  their  ta- 
lents are  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Csefar  and  Alex- 
ander ;  and  that  in  the  fame  fituations  they 
would  perform  ftill  greater  adiions.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  we  do  not  behold  them 
with  that  aftonifhment  and  admiration  with 
which  thofe  two  heroes  have  been  regarded 
in  all  ages  and  nations.  The  calm  judg- 
ments of  the  mind  may  approve  of  them 
more,  but  mcy  want  the  fplendor  of  great 
adions  to  dazzle  and  tranfport  it.  The  fupe- 
riority  of  virtues  and  talents  has  not,  even 
upon  thofe  who  acknowledge  that  fuperior- 
ity,  the  fame  effedt  with  the  fuperiority  of 
atchievements. 

As  the  merit  of  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
do  good  feems  thus,  in  the  eyes  of  ungrateful 
mankind,  to  be  dhninifhed  by  the  mifcarriage, 
fo  docs  likcwife  the  demerit  of  an  unfucceff- 
ful  attempt  to  do  evil.  The  defign  to  com- 
mit 
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mlt  a  crime,  how  clearly  foevcr  it   may  be 
proved,  is  Icarce  ever  puniflicd  with  the  lame 
fevcrity  as  tlie  adlual  coinmiinon  of  it.     The 
cafe  of  treafou  is  perhaps  the  only  exception. 
That  crime  immediately  afleiHing  the  being 
of  the  government  itfelf,  the  government  is 
naturally   niore    jealous   of   it   than   of  any 
other.     In  the  punilhment  of  treafon,  the  lo- 
vereign  relents  the  injuries  which  arc  imme- 
diately done  to  himfelf :  in  the  paniihmcnt 
of  otiicr  crimes,  he  refents  thofe  which   are 
done  to  other  men.    It  is  his  own  refentment 
which  he  indulges  in  the  one  cafe  :  it  is  that 
of  his  fubje^ts  which  by  fympathy  he  enters 
into  in  the  other.     In  the  liril  cafe,  therefore, 
as  he  judges  in  his  own  caufe,  he  is  very  apt 
to   be    more  violent   and   fanguinary   in   his 
punifhments  than  the  impartial  fpedator  can 
approve  of.     His  refentment  too  rifes  here 
upon  fmaller  occafions,  and  does  not  alvv-ays, 
as  in  otlier  cafes,  wait  for  the  perpetration  of 
the  crime,  or  even  for  the  attempt  to  commit 
it.     A  treafonable  concert,  though   nothing 
lias  been  done,  or  even  attempted  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  nay,  a  treafonable  converfation, 
is  in  many  countries  punilhed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  adlual  commillion  of  treafon. 
With   regard  to  all   other  crimes,  the   mere 
dcfign,  upon  which  no  attempt  has  followed, 

is 
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is  feldoin  puniOicd  at  all,  and  is  never  pu- 
nifhed  feverely.      A  criminal  delign,  and  a 
criminal  adion,  it  may  be  faid,  indeed,  do 
not  neceflarily  fuppofe   the  fame  degree  of 
depravity,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be  fub- 
jeded    to    the  fame   punifhment.      We   are 
capable,  it  may  be  fald,  of  refolving,  and  even 
of  taking  meafm'es  to  executCj  many  things, 
which,  when  it  comes  to  the  point,  v/e  feel 
ourfelves   altogether  incapable   of  executing. 
But  this  reafon  can  have  no  place  vi^hen  the 
defign  has  been  carried  the  length  of  the  laft 
attempt.     The   man,  hov/ever,  w^ho  fires  a 
piftol  at    his    enemy,    but    mifles    him,    is 
punifhed  with  death  by  the  laws  of  fcarce  any 
country.    By  the  old  law  of  Scotland,  though 
he  Ihould  wound  him,  yet,  unlefs  death  en- 
fues  within  a  certain  time,  the  affafEn  is  not 
liable  to  the  laft  punifhment.     The  refent- 
ment   of  mankind,   however,  runs   fo  high 
againft  this  crime,  their  terror  for  the  man 
who  fhows  himfelf  capable  of  committing  it, 
is  fo  great,  that  the  mere  attempt  to  commit 
it  ought  in  all  countries  to  be  capital.     The 
attempt  to  commit  fmaller  crimes  is  almofl 
always  punifhed  very  lightly,  and  fometimes 
is  not  punlihed  at  all.    The  thief,  whofe  hand 
has  been  caught  in  his  neighbour's  pocket  be- 
fore he  had  taken  any  thing  out  of  it,  is 

puniHied 
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punilhcd  ^vith  ignominy  only.  If  he  Iiad 
got  time  to  take  away  an  handkerchief,  he 
would  have  been  put  to  death.  The  houfe- 
breaker,  who  has  been  found  fctting  a  ladder 
to  his  neighbour's  window,  but  had  not  got 
into  it,  is  not  expofed  to  the  capital  punifli- 
ment.  The  attempt  to  ravifh  is  not  punifhcd 
as  a  rape.  The  attempt  to  feduce  a  married 
woman  is  not  punlfhed  at  all,  though  feduc- 
tion  is  punilhed  fev^erely.  Our  refentment 
againft  the  perfon  who  only  attempted  to  do 
a  mifchief,  is  feldom  fo  ftrong  as  to  bear  us 
out  in  infiiding  the  fame  punifliment  upon 
him,  which  we  fhould  have  thought  due  if 
he  had  adtudly  done  it.  In  the  one  cafe, 
the  joy  of  our  deliverance  alleviates  our  fenfe 
of  the  atrocity  of  his  condudl ;  in  the  other, 
the  grief  of  our  misfortune  increafes  it.  His 
real  demerit,  however.  Is  undoubtedly  the 
fame  in  both  cafes,  fmce  his  intentions  were 
equally  criminal  ;  and  there  Is  in  this  refped, 
therefore,  an  irregularity  in  the  fentlments  of 
all  men,  and  a  confequent  relaxation  of  dif- 
cipline,  in  the  laws  of,  I  believe,  all  nations, 
of  the  mod  civilized,  as  well  as  of  the  mofl 
barbarous.  The  humanity  of  a  civilized 
people  difpofes  them  either  to  difpenfe  with, 
or  to  mitigate  puniihments  wherever  their 
natural  indignation  is  not  goaded  on  by  the 

'  con- 
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confequences  of  the  crime.  Barbarians,  on 
the  other  hand,  when  no  adual  confequence 
has  happened  from  any  adion,  are  not  apt  to 
be  very  delicate  or  inquifitive  about  the  mo- 
tives. 

The  perfon,  himfelf,  who  either  from  paf- 
lion,  or  from  the  influence  of  bad  company, 
has  refolved,  and  perhaps  taken  meafures  to 
perpetrate  fome  crime,  but  who  has  fortu- 
nately been  prevented  by  an  accident,  which 
put  it  out  of  his  power,  is  fure,  if  he  has  any 
remains  of  confcience,  to  regard  this  event 
all  his  life  after  as  a  great  and  fignal  deliver- 
ance.    He  can  never  think  of  it  without  re- 
turning thanks  to  Heaven  for  having  been 
thus  giaciouily  pleafed  to  fave  him  from  the 
guilt  in  which  he  was  juft  ready  to  plunge 
himfelf,  and  to  hinder  him  from  rendering 
all  the  reft  of  his  life  a  fcene  of  horror,  re- 
morfe,    and    repentance.       But   though    his 
hands   are    innocent,     he    is  confcious  that 
his  heart  is   equally  guilty  as  if  he  had  actu- 
ally executed  what  he  was  fo  fully  refolved 
upon.     It  gives  great  eafe  to  his  confcience, 
however,  to  confider  that  the  crime  was  not 
executed,  though  he  knows  that  the  failure 
arofe  from  no  virtue  in  him.     He  ftill  con- 
fiders  himfelf  as  Icfs  dcfcrving  of  punifhment 
and  refentinent ;  and  this  good  fortune  either 

diminiflies, 
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diminiflics,  or  takes  away  altogether,  all  fcnfc 
of  guilt.  To  retnember  how  nuich  he  was 
rcfolved  upon  It,  has  no  other  effedt  than  to 
make  hlin  regard  his  efcape  as  the  greater 
and  more  miraculous :  for  he  iVill  fancies  that 
he  has  efcaped,  and  he  looks  back  upon  the 
danger  to  which  his  peace  of  mind  was  ex- 
pofed,  with  that  terror,  with  which  one  who 
is  in  fafety  may  fonietimes  remember  the 
hazard  he  was  of  fiilling  over  a  precipice,  and 
fhudder  with  horror  at  the  thought. 

2.  The  fecond  effecT:  of  this  influence  of 
fortune,  is  to  increafe  our  fenfe  of  the  merit 
or  demerit  of  adions  beyond  what  is  due  to 
the  motives  or  affection  from  which  they 
proceed,  when  they  happen  to  give  occafion 
to  extraordinary  pleafure  or  pain.  The 
agreeable  or  difigreeable  effeds  of  the  adion 
often  throw  a  fhadow  of  merit  or  demerit 
upon  the  agent,  though  in  his  intention 
there  was  nothing  that  dcferved  either  praife 
or  blame,  or  at  leaft  that  deferved  them  in 
the  degree  in  which  we  are  r.pt  to  beftovv 
them.  Thus,  even  the  meflenger  of  bad 
news  is  diiagreeable  to  us,  and,  on  tlie  con- 
trary, we  feci  a  fort  of  gratitude  for  the  man 
who  brings  us  good  tidings.  For  a  moment 
we  look  upon  them  both  as  the  authors,  the 
one  of  our  good,  the  oiher  of  our  bad  for- 

VOL.  I.  p  tunc. 
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tune,  and  regard  them  in  fome  meafure  as  if 
they  had  really  brought  about  the  events 
which  they  only  give  an  account  of.  The 
firft  author  of  our  joy  is  naturally  the  object 
of  a  tranfitory  gratitude  :  we  embrace  him 
with  warmth  and  affecftion,  and  fhould  be 
glad,  during  the  inftant  of  our  profperity,  to 
rev/ard  him  as  for  fome  fignal  fervice.  By 
the  cuflom  of  all  courts,  the  officer,  who 
brings  the  news  of  a  victory,  is  entitled  to 
confiderable  preferments,  and  the  general  al- 
ways chufes  one  of  his  principal  favourites  to 
go  upon  fo  agreeable  an  errand.  The  firfl 
author  of  our  forrow  is,  on  the  contrary,  juft 
as  naturally  the  objedt  of  a  tranfitory  refent- 
ment.  We  can  fcarce  avoid  looking  upon 
him  with  chagrin  and  uneafinefs :  and  the 
rude  and  brutal  are  apt  to  vent  upon  him 
that  fpleen  which  his  intelligence  gives  occa- 
fion  to.  Tigranes,  king  of  Armenia,  ftruck 
off  the  head  of  the  man  who  brought  him  the 
firft  account  of  the  approach  of  a  formidable 
enemy.  To  punifli  in  this  manner  the  au- 
thor of  bad  tidings,  feems  barbarous  and  in- 
human :  yet,  to  rev/ard  the  meflenger  of 
good  news,  is  not  difagreeable  to  us ;  we 
think  it  fuitable  to  the  bounty  of  kings.  But 
why  do  we  make  this  difference,  fmce,  if 
there  is  no  fault  in  the  one,  neither  is  there 

any 
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any  merit  In  the  other  ?  It  is  becaufc  any  fort 
of  rcafon  feems  fufhcient  to  authorize  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  focial  and  benevolent  affe^lions  ; 
but  it  requires  the  moH:  folic!  and  fubflantial 
to  make  us  enter  into  that  of  the  unfocial  and 
malevolent. 

But  though  in  general  we  are  avcrfe  to 
enter  into  the  unfocial  and  malevolent  afiec- 
tions,  though  we  lay  it  down  for  a  rule  that 
we  ought  never  to  approve  of  their  gratifica- 
tion, unlefs  fo  far  as  the  malicious  and  unjuft 
intention  of  the  perfon,  againll  whom  they 
are  directed,  renders  him  their  proper  object; 
yet,  upon  fome ,  occafions,  we  relax  of  this 
feverity.  When  the  negligence  of  one  man 
has  occafioned  fome  unintended  damage  to 
another,  we  generally  enter  fo  far  into  the 
refentment  of  the  fufferer,  as  to  approve  of 
his  inflicting  a  punilliment  upon  the  offender 
much  beyond  what  the  offence  would  have 
appeared  to  deferve,  had  no  fuch  unlucky 
confequence  followed  from  it. 

There  is  a  degree  of  negligence,  w^hich 
would  appear  to  dcfcrve  fome  chaftifement 
thovigh  it  Hiould  occafion  no  damage  to  any 
body.  Thus,  if  a  perfon  (liould  throw  a 
large  ftone  over  a  wall  into  a  public  flreet 
wiihout  giving  warning  to  thofe  who  might 
be  paffmg  by,  and  without  regarding  where 
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it  was  likely  to  fall,  he  would  undoubtedly 
deferve  fome  chaftifement.  A  very  accurate 
police  would  punifli  fo  abfurd  an  adion,  even 
though  it  had  done  no  mifchief.  The  per- 
fon  who  has  been  guilty  of  it,  fliows  an  info- 
lent  contempt  of  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of 
others.  There  is  real  injuftice  in  his  con- 
duct. He  wantonly  expofes  his  neighbour 
to  what  no  man  in  his  fenfes  would  chufe  to 
expofe  himfelf,  and  evidently  wants  that 
fcnfe  of  what  is  due  to  his  fellow-creatures 
which  is  the  bafis  of  juftice  and  of  fociety. 
Grofs  negligence  therefore  is,  in  the  law,  faid 
to  be  almofl  equal  to  malicious  defign  ^'\ 
When  any  unlucky  confequences  happen 
from  fuch  careleffnefs,  the  perfon  who  has 
been  guilty  of  it  is  often  punifhed  as  if  he 
had  really  intended  thofe  confequences ;  and 
his  condudl,  which  was  only  thoughtlefs  and 
infolent,  and  what  deferved  fome  chaftife- 
ment,  is  confidered  as  atrocious,  and  as  li- 
able to  the  fevereft  punilliment.  Thus  if,  by 
the  imprudent  action  above  mentioned,  he 
(hould  accidentally  kill  a  man,  he  is,  by  the 
laws  of  many  countries,  particularly  by  the 
old  law  of  Scotland,  liable  to  the  laft  punifh- 
ment.     And  though  this  is,  no  doubt,  excef- 

*  Lata  culpa  propc  dolum  eft. 
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fivcly  fcvcre,  It  is  not  altogether  inconfiftcnt 
with  our  natural  fcntiments.     Our  juO:  indig- 
nation againft  the  folly   and   inhumanity  of 
his  condud:  is  exafpcratcd   by  our  fymparhj 
with     the    unfortunate    fufferer.       Nothing, 
however,    would   appear   more    flioeking   to 
our  natural  fenfe  of  equity,  than  to  bring  a 
man  to  the  fcafFold  merely  for  having  thrown 
a    ftone    carelefsly    into    the    f'reet    without 
Iiurting  any  body.      The  folly  and  inhuma- 
nity of  his  conduct,  however,  woukj  in  this 
cafe   be  the   fame ;  but   ftill    our   fentknents 
would  be  very  different.     The  confideratlon 
of  this  difference  may  fatisfy  us  how   much 
the  indignation  even  of  the  fpcctator,  is  apt 
to  be  animated  by  the  a(ftual  confcquences  of 
the  adtion.      In  cafes  of  this  kind  there  will, 
if  I  am  not  mlftaken,  be  found  a  great  degree 
of  feverlty  in  the  laws  of  almoft  all  nations; 
as  I  have  already  obferved,  that  in  thofe   of 
an  oppofite  kind  there  was  a  very  general 
relaxation  of  difcipline. 

There  is  anotlier  degree  of  negligence 
which  docs  not  involve  in  it  any  fort  of  in- 
juftice.  The  perfon  who  is  guilty  of  it  treats 
his  neighbour  as  he  treats  himfelf,  means  no 
harm  to  any  body,  and  is  far  from  enter- 
taining any  infolent  contempt  for  the  fafety 
and  happincfs  of  others.     He  is  not,  how- 
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ever,  fo  careful  and  circumfpeft  in  his  con- 
du6t  as  he  ought  to  be,  and  deferves  upon 
this  account  fome  degree  of  blame  and  cen- 
fure,  but  no  fort  of  punifhment.  Yet  if,  by 
a  negligence  *  of  this  kind,  he  fhould  occa- 
lion  fome  damage  to  another  perfon,  he  is  by 
the  laws  of,  I  believe,  all  countries,  obliged 
to  compenfate  it.  And  though  this  is,  no 
doubt,  a  real  punifliment,  and  whar  no  mor- 
tal would  have  thought  of  infliding  upon 
him,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unlucky  acci- 
dent which  his  conduct  gave  occafion  to  ;  yet 
this  decifion  of  the  law  is  approved  of  by  the 
natural  fentiments  of  all  mankind.  Nothing, 
we  think,  can  be  more  juft  than  that  one 
man  fhould  not  fuffer  by  the  careleffnefs  of 
another ;  and  that  the  damage  occafioned  by 
blamable  negligence,  ihould  be  made  up  by 
the  perfon  who  w^as  guilty  of  it. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  negligence  f, 
"which  confifts  merely  in  a  want  of  the  mod 
anxious  timidity  and  circumfpedion,  with  re- 
gard to  all  the  poflible  confequences  of  our  ac- 
tions. The  want  of  this  painful  attention, 
when  no  bad  confequences  follow  from  it,  is  fo 
far  from  being  regarded  asblameable,  that  the 
contrary  quality  is  rather  confidered  as  fuch. 

*  Culf  a  leyi?.  f  Culpa  leviffima. 

That 


Sc(5l.  III.         0/"  Merit  ^m/ Demerit.  215 

That  timid  circumfpcdion  which  is  afraid  of 
every  thing,  is  never  regarded  as  a  virtue,  but 
as  a  quality  which  more  than  any  other  in- 
capacitates for  adion  and  bulincfs.  Yet 
when,  from  a  want  of  this  exceflive  care,  a 
pcrfon  happens  to  occafion  lome  damnge  to 
iinother,  he  is  often  by  the  law  obliged  to 
compenfatc  it.  1  bus,  by  the  Aquilian  law, 
the  man,  who  not  being  able  to  manage  a 
horfe  that  had  accidentally  taken  fright, 
fhould  happen  to  ride  down  his  neighbour's 
Have,  is  obliged  to  compenfate  the  damage. 
When  an  accident  of  this  kind  happens,  we 
ire  apt  to  think  that  he  ought  not  to  have 
rode  fuch  a  horfe,  and  to  regard  his  attempt- 
ing it  as  an  unpardonable  levity  ;  Uiough  with- 
out this  accident  we  fhould  not  only  have 
made  no  fuch  refletflion,  but  fhould  have 
regarded  his  refufmc;  it  as  the  effodl  of  timid 
weaknefs,  and  of  an  anxiety  about  merely 
poflible  events,  which  it  is  to  no  purpofe  to  be 
aware  of.  The  perlbn  himfelf,  who  by  an 
accident  even  of  this  kind  has  involuntarily 
hurt  another,  fecms  to  have  feme  {ex^fe  of  his 
own  ill  deferr.^  with  regard  to  him.  He  natu- 
rally runs  up  to  the  lufierer  to  exprefs  his 
concern  for  what  has  happened,  and  to  make 
every  acknowledgment  in  his  power.  If 
he  has  any  fenfibility,  he   neceflarily  defires 
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to  compeiifate  the  damage,  and  to  do  every 
thmg  he  can  to  appeale  that  animal  relent- 
ment,  which  he  is  fenfible  will  be  apt  to  arife 
in  the  bread  "of  the  fufferer.  To  make  no 
apology,  to  offer  no  atonement,  is  regarded 
as  the  higheft  brutality.  Yet  why  ihould  he 
make  an  apology  more  than  any  other  per- 
fon  r  Why  fhould  he,  fmce  he  was  equally 
innocent,  with  any  other  by-ftander,  be  thus 
fingledout  fiom  among  all  mankind,  to  make 
up  for  the  bad  fortune  of  another  ?  This 
tafk  would  furely  never  be  impoled  upon 
him,  did  not  even  the  impartial  fpedator  feel 
fome  indulgence  for  what  may  be  regarded 
as  the  unjuil  refentment  of  that  other. 


CHAP.    III. 

Cjf  the  final  caufe  of  this  Irregularity  of 
Sentiments, 

C  UCH  is  the  effedl  of  the  good  or  bad  con- 
^  fequence  of  adlions  upon  the  fentiments 
both  of  the  perfon  who  performs  them,  and 
of  others;  and  thus.  Fortune,  which  governs 
the    world,    has  fome   influence  where   we 
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ihoulJ  be  leaft  willing  to  allow  her  any,  and 
direds  in  Ionic  nieafurc  the  fentimcnrs  of 
mankind,  with  regard  to  tlic  charadcr  and 
condii<ft  both  of  themfelvcs  and  others.  That 
the  world  judges  by  the  event,  and  not  by 
the  defign,  has  been  in  all  ages  the  complaint, 
and  is  the  great  difcouragcment  of  virtue. 
Every  body  agrees  to  the  general  maxim, 
that  as  the  event  docs  not  depend  on  the 
agent,  it  ought  to  have  no  influence  upon 
our  fentiments  with  regard  to  the  merit  or 
propriety  of  his  conduct.  But  when  we 
come  to  particulars,  we  hnd  that  our  fcnti- 
•  ments  are  fcarce  in  any  one  inllance  exa(fl:Iy 
conformable  to  wliat  this  equitable  maxim 
would  dire<St.  The  happy  or  unprofperous 
event  of  any  adion,  is  not  only  apt  to  give 
us  a  good  or  bad  opinion  of  the  prudence 
with  which  it  was  conducted,  but  almofl:  al- 
ways too  animates  our  gratitude  or  refent- 
mcnt,  our  fenfe  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of 
the  delign. 

Nature,  however,  when  (he  implanted  the 
feeds  of  this  irregularity  in  the  human  bread, 
feems,  as  upon  all  other  occafions,  to  have 
intended  the  happincls  and  perfedion  of  the 
fpecies.  It  the  hurtfulnefs  of  the  delign,  if 
the  malevolence  of  the  affedion,  were  alone 
the  cauies  which  excited  our  refentment,  we 
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fhoiild    feel    all    the    furies    of    that    pafTion 
againft  any  perfon  in   whofe  breaft   we   fuf- 
pected  or  believed  fuch  defigns  or  affeclions 
were    harboured,     though    they    had    never 
broke  out    into    any    anions.       Sentiments, 
thoughts,   intentions,  would    become  the  ob- 
je£ls  of  punifhment ;  and  if  the  indignation 
of  mankind    run   as    high    againft    them   as 
againft  adions ;   if  the  bafenefs  of  the  thought 
which  had  given  birth  to  no  adion,  feemed 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world  as  much  to  call  aloud 
for  vengeance  as  the   bafenefs  of  the  adion, 
every  court  of  judicature   would    become  a 
real  inquifition.     There  would  be  no  fafety  * 
for  the  moft  innocent  and  circumfped  con- 
dud.      Bad  Vv^iihes,   bad  views,  bad   defigns, 
might  ftill  be  fufpected  ;  and  while  thefe  ex- 
cited the  fame  indignation  with  bad  condud, 
while  bad  intentions  were  as  much   refented 
as  bad  adions,  they  would  ecpially  expofe  the 
perfon  to  punifhment  and  refentment.     Ac- 
tions, therefore,  which  either  produce  adual 
evil,  or  attempt  to  produce  it,  and  thereby 
put  us  in  the  immediate  fear  of  it,  are  by  the 
Author  of  nature   rendered  the  only  proper 
and  approved  objeds   of  human  punilhment 
and  refentment.     Sentiments,  defigns,  affec- 
tions, though  it  is  from  thefe  that  according 
to  cool  reafoii    human   adions  derive  their 
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whole  merit  or  demerit,  are  placed  by  the  i^reat 
Judge  ot  hearts  beyond  the  limits  of  every 
human  jurifdidion,  and  are  rcferved  for  the 
cognizance  of  his  own  unerring  tribunal. 
That  nccclTary  rule  of  juftice,  therefore,  that 
men  in  this  life  are  liable  to  punifhment  for 
their  a<flions  only,  not  for  their  defigns  and 
intentions,  is  founded  upon  this  falutary  and 
uleful  irregularity  in  human  fcntiments  con- 
cerning merit  or  demerit,  which  at  firfl  fight 
appears  fo  abfurd  and  unaccountable.  But 
every  part  of  nature,  when  attentively  fur- 
veyed,  equally  demonftrates  the  providential 
,care  of  its  Author ;  and  we  may  admire  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  even  in  the 
weakncfs  and  folly  of  men. 

Nor  is  that  irregularity  of  fentiments  alto- 
gether without  its  utility,  by  which  the  merit 
of  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  ferve,  and  much 
more  that  of  mere  good  inclinations  and  kind 
wiihes,  appears  to  be  imperfedt.  Man  was 
made  for  adion,  and  to  promote  by  the  exer- 
tion of  his  faculties  fuch  changes  in  the  ex- 
ternal circumftances  both  of  himfelf  and 
others,  as  may  leem  moft:  favourable  to  the 
happinefs  of  idl.  He  mull:  not  be  fatisfied 
with  indolent  benevolence,  nor  fancy  himfelf 
the  friend  of  mankind,  becaufe  in  his  heart 
he  wiflies  well  to  the  profpcrity  of  the  world. 

That 
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That  he  may  call  forth  the  whole  vigour  of 
his  foul,  and  drain  every  nerve,  in  order  to 
produce  thofe  ends  which  it  is  the  purpofe  of 
his  being  to  advance,  Nature  has  taught  him, 
that  neither  himfelf  nor  mankind  can  be  fully 
fatisfied  with  his  con  dud,  nor  beftow  upon  it 
the  full  meafure  of  applaufe,  unlefs  he  has 
actually  produced  them.  He  is  made  to 
know, ,  that  the  praife  of  good  intentions, 
without  the  merit  of  good  offices,  will  be 
but  of  little  avail  to  excite  either  the  loudeft 
acclamations  of  the  world,  or  even  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  felf-applaufe.  The  man  who 
has  performed  no  fingle  adion  of  import- 
ance, but  whofe  whole  converfation  and  de- 
portment exprefs  the  jufteft,  the  nobleft,  and 
molt  generous  fentiments,  can  be  entitled  to 
demand  no  very  high  reward,  even  though 
his  inutility  fhould  be  owing  to  nothing  but 
the  want  of  an  opportunity  to  ferve.  We 
can  ftill  refufe  it  him  without  blame.  We 
can  ftill  afk  him.  What  have  you  done  ? 
What  adual  fervice  can  you  produce,  to  en- 
title you  to  fo  great  a  recompenfe  ?  We  efteem 
you  and  love  you  ;  but  we  owe  you  nothing. 
To  reward  indeed  that  latent  virtue  which 
has  been  ufelefs  only  for  want  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ferve,  to  beftow  upon  it  thofe  ho- 
nours  and   preferments,   which,  though   in 
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fome  mcafurc  it  may  be  fald  to  defervc  them, 
it  could  not  with  j^ropriety  have  infifted 
upon,  is  the  effect  of  the  moil  divine  bene- 
volence. To  punlfli,  on  the  contrary,  for  th-e 
affed:ions  of  the  heart  only,  where  no  crime 
has  been  committed,  is  the  mod  infolcnt  and 
barbarous  tyranny.  The  benevolent  affec- 
tions feem  to  deferve  moft  praife,  when  they 
do  not  wait  till  it  becomes  almoft  a  crime  for 
them  not  to  exert  themfclves.  The  malevo- 
lent, on  the  contrary,  can  fcarcc  be  too  tardy, 
too  llow,  or  deliberate. 

It  is  even  of  confidcrablc  ii]|portancc,  that 
the  evil  which  is  done  without  defign  fliould 
be  regarded  as  a  misfortune  to  the  doer  as 
well  as  to  the  fufferer.  Man  is  thereby 
taught  to  reverence  the  happinefs  of  his  bre- 
thren, to  tremble  left  he  ftiould,  even  un- 
knowingly, do  any  thing  that  can  hurt  them, 
and  to  dread  that  animal  refentment  which, 
he  feels,  is  ready  to  burft  out  againft  him,  if 
he  fhould,  without  defign,  be  the  unhappy  in- 
ftrument  of  their  calamity.  As,  in  the  an- 
cient heathen  religion,  that  holy  ground 
which  had  been  confecrated  to  fome  god,  was 
not  to  be  trod  upon  but  upon  folemn  and  ne- 
celTary  occafions,  and  the  man  who  had  even 
ignorantly  violated  it,  became  piacular  from 
that  moment,  and,  until  proper  atonement 
7  iliould 
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fliould  be  made,  incurred  the  vengeance  of 
that  powerful  and  invifible  being  to  whom  it 
had  been  fet   apart  ;  fo,   by  the  wifdom  of 
Nature,  the  happinefs  of  every  innocent  man 
is,  in  the  fame  m.anner,  rendered  holy,  con- 
fecrated,   and  hedged  round  againft  the  ap- 
proach of  every  other  man  ;  not  to  be  wan- 
tonly trod  upon,  not  even  to  be,  in  any  re- 
fped,  ignorantly  and  involuntarily  violated, 
without    requiring    fome    expiation^    fome 
atonement  in  proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of 
fuch   undefigned  violation.     A  man  of  hu- 
manity, who  accidentally,  and   without  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  blameable  negligence,  has 
been  the  caufe  of  the  death  of  another  man, 
feels   himfelf  piacular,    though    not    guilty. 
During  his  whole  life  he  confiders  this  acci- 
dent as  one  of  the  greateft  misfortunes  that 
could    have   befallen   him.     If  the  family  of 
the  flain  is  poor,  and  he  himfelf  in  tolerable 
circumftances,    he  immediately    takes   them 
under  his  prote6lion,  and,  without  any  other 
merit,  thinks  them  entitled  to  every  degree  of 
favour  and  kindnefs.     If  they  are  in  better 
circumftances,  he  endeavours  by  every  fub- 
mifTion,  by  every  expreffion  of  forrow,    by 
rendering  them  every  good  office  which  he 
can   devife  or  they  accept  of,  to  atone  for 
what  has  happened,  and  to  propitiate,  as  much 
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as  poinble,  their,  perhaps  natural,  tliough  no 
doubt  moft  unjull  relent mcnt  for  the  great, 
though  invohmturlly,  offence  which  he  has 
given  tliem. 

The  diilrefs  which  an  innocent  pcrfon  feels, 
who,  by  fome  accident,  has  been  led  to  do 
foniething  which,  if  it  had  been  done  with 
knowledge  and  defign,  would  have  juftly  ex- 
poled  him  to  the  deepell:  rei^roach,  has  given 
occafion  to  fome  of  the  fmeft  and  moft  inter- 
efting  fcenes  botli  of  the  ancient  and  of  the 
modern  drama.  It  is  this  fallacious  fenfe  of 
guilt,  if  I  may  call  it  fo,  which  conftitutes 
the  whole  diftrefs  of  Oedipus  and  Jocafta 
upon  the  Greek,  of  Monimia  and  Ifabella 
upon  the  Englifli,  theatre.  They  are  all  of 
them  in  the  higheft  degree  piacular,  though 
not  one  of  them  is  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
guilty. 

Notwithftanding,  however,  all  thefe  fcem- 
ing  irregularities  of  fentiment,  if  man  fnould 
unfortunately  either  give  occafion  to  thofe 
evils  which  he  did  not  intend,  or  fail  in  pro- 
ducing that  good  which  he  intended,  Nature 
has  not  left  his  innocence  altogether  without 
confolation,  nor  his  virtue  altogether  without 
reward.  He  then  calls  to  his  affiftance  that 
juft  and  equitable  maxim,  That  thofe  events 
which   did  not  depend   upon    our  conduCt^ 

ought 
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ought  not  to  diminifh  the  efteem  that  is  due 
to  us.  He  fummons  up  his  whole  magna- 
nimity and  firmnefs  of  foul,  and  ftrives  ta 
regard  himfelf,  not  in  the  Hght  in  which  he 
at  prefent  appears,  but  in  that  in  which  he 
ought  to  appear,  in  which  he  would  have 
appeared  had  his  generous  defigns  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  and  in  which  he  would 
flill  appear,  notwithftanding  their  mifcarri- 
age,  if  the  fentiments  of  mankind  vsnere  either 
altogether  candid  and  equitable,  or  even  per- 
fedly  confiftent  with  themfelves.  The  more 
candid  and  humane  part  of  mankind  entirely 
go  along  with  the  efforts  which  he  thus 
makes  to  fupport  himfelf  in  his  own  opinion. 
They  exert  their  whole  generofity  and  great- 
nefs  of  mind,  to  correct  in  themfelves  this 
irregularity  of  human  nature,  and  endeavour 
to  regard  his  unfortunate  magnanimity  in  the 
fame  light  in  which,  had  it  been  fuccefsfuly 
they  would,  without  any  fuch  generous  ex^ 
ertion,  have  naturally  been  difpofed  to  con- 
fider  it. 
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Of  the  Foundation  of  our  Judgments  con- 
cerning our  own  Sentiments  and  Conduct, 
and  of  the  Senfe  of  Duty. 

CHAP.    I. 

Of  the   Principle    of  Self-approbation    and  of 
Scf-df approbation, 

TN  the  two  foregoing  parts  of  this  difcourfe, 
-*■  1  have  chiefly  confidered  the  origin  and 
foundation  of  our  judgments  concerning  the 
fentiments  and  conduct  of  others.  I  come 
now  to  confider  more  particularly  the  origin 
of  thofe  concerning  our  own. 

VOL.  I.  Q  The 
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The  principle  by  which  we  naturally  either 
approve  or  difapprove  of  our  own  condudt 
feems  to  be  altogether  the  fame  with  that  by 
which  we  exercife  the  like  judgments  con- 
cerning the  condud:  of  other  people.  We 
either  approve  or  difapprove  of  the  condudt 
of  another  man  according  as  we  feel  that, 
when  we  bring  his  cafe  home  to  ourfelves, 
we  eitlier  can  or  cannot  entirely  fympathize 
with  the  fentiments  and  motives  which  di- 
rected it.  And,  in  the  fame  manner,  we 
either  approve  or  difapprove  of  our  own  con- 
duct, according  as  we  feel  th^it,  when  we 
place  ourfelves  in  the  fituation  of  another 
man,  and  view  it,  as  it  were,  with  his  eyes, 
and  from  his  flation,  we  either  can  or  cannot 
entirely  enter  into  and  fympathize  with  the 
fentiments  and  motives  which  influenced  it. 
We  can  never  furvey  our  own  fentiments 
and  motives,  we  can  never  form  any  judg- 
ment concerning  them ;  unlefs  we  remove 
ourfelves,  as  it  were,  from  our  own  natural 
flation,  and  endeavour  to  view  them  as  at  a 
certain  diftance  from  us.  But  we  can  do  this 
in  no  other  way  than  by  endeavouring  to 
view  them  with  the  eyes  of  other  people,  or 
as  other  people  are  likely  to  view  them. 
Whatever  judgment  we  can  form  concerning 
them,  accordingly,    muft  always  bear  fome 

fecret 
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fecrct  reference,  either  to  what  are,  or  to 
what,  upon  a  certain  condition,  would  be, 
or  to  what,  we  imagine,  ought  to  be  the 
judgment  of  others.  We  endeavour  to  ex- 
amine our  own  conduct  as  we  imagine  any 
other  fair  and  impartial  fpedtator  would  exa- 
mine it.  If,  upon  placing  ourfelves  in  Iiis 
fituation,  we  thoroughly  enter  into  all  the 
pafTions  and  motives  which  influenced  it,  wc 
approve  of  it,  by  fympathy  w^ith  the  appro- 
bation of  this  fuppofed  equitable  judge.  If 
otherwife,  we  enter  into  his  difapprobation, 
and  condemn  it. 

Were   it  poflible   that   a   human    creature 
could  grow  up  to  manhood  in  fome  folitary 
place,  without   any  communication  with  his 
own  fpecics,   he  could  no  more  think  of  his 
own  character,  of  the  propriety  or  demerit 
of  his   own  fentiments  and  condu6t,  of  the 
beauty  or  deformity  of  his  own  mind,  than 
of  the  beauty  or  deformity  of  his  own  face. 
All  thefe  are  objects  which  he  cannot  eafily 
fee,  which  naturally  he  does  not  look  at,  and 
with  regard  to  which  he  is  provided  with  no 
mirror  which  can  prefent  them  to   his  view. 
Bring  him  into  fociety,  and  he  is  immedi- 
ately provided  with   the   mirror   which    he 
Wanted  before.     It  is  placed   in  the  counte- 
nance and  behaviour   of  thofe  he  lives  with, 

0^2  which 
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which  always  mark  when  they  enter  into^ 
and  when  they  difapprove  cf  his  fentiments  j 
and  it  is  here  that  he  iirft  views  the  propriety 
and  impropriety  of  his  own  paflions,  the 
beauty  and  deformity  of  his  own  mind,  Ta 
a  man  who  from  his  birth  was  a  ftranger  to 
fociety,  the  objeds  of  his  pafTions,  the  exter- 
nal bodies  which  either  pleafed  or  hurt  him^ 
would  occupy  his  whole  attention.  The 
paflions  themfelves,  the  defires  or  averfions, 
the  joys  or  forrows,  which  thofe  objed:s  ex- 
cited, though  of  all  things  the  moft  immedi- 
ately prefent  to  him,  could  fcarce  ever  be  the 
objects  of  his  thoughts.  The  idea  of  them 
could  never  intereft  him  fo'  much  as  to  call 
upon  his  attentive  confideration.  The  con- 
fideration  of  his  joy  could  in  him  excite  no 
new  joy,  nor  that  of  his  forrow  any  new  for- 
rov/,  though  the  confideration  of  the  caufes 
of  thofe  paflions  might  often  excite  both« 
Bring  him  into  fociety,  and  all  his  own  paf- 
fions  will  immediately  become  the  caufes  of 
new  paflions.  He  will  obferve  that  mankind 
approve  of  fome  of  them,  and  are  difgufted 
by  others.  He  will  be  elevated  in  the  one 
cafe,  and  caft  down  in  the  other ;  his  defires 
and  averfions,  his  joys  and  forrows,  will  now 
often  become  the  caufes  of  new  defires  and 
new  averfions,  new  joys  and  new  forrows : 

they 
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they  will  now,  therefore,  interefl:  him  deeply, 
and  often  call  upon  his  mod  attentive  confi- 
deration. 

Our  firll  ideas  of  perfonal  beauty  and  de- 
formity, are  drawn  from  the  fliape  and  ap- 
pearance of  others,  not  from  our  own.  We 
foon  become  fenfible,  however,  that  others 
txercife  the  fame  criticifm  upon  us.  Wc 
are  pleafed  when  they  approve  of  our  figure, 
and  arc  difobligcd  when  they  feem  to  be  dif- 
gufted.  We  become  anxious  to  know  how 
tar  our  appearance  deferves  either  their 
blame  or  approbation.  Wc  examine  our 
perfons  limb  by  limb,  and  by  placing  our- 
felves  before  a  looking  glafs,  or  by  fome  fuch 
expedient,  endeavour,  as  much  as  pofTible, 
to  view  ourfelves  at  the  diftancc  and  with  the 
eyes  of  other  people.  If,  after  this  exami- 
nation, we  are  fatisfied  with  our  own  ap- 
pearance, we  can  more  eafily  fupport  the 
mod  difadvantageous  judgments  of  others. 
If  on  the  contrary,  we  are  fenfible  that  we 
are  the  natural  objects  of  diftafte,  every  ap- 
pearance of  their  difapprobation  mortifies  us 
beyond  all  meafure.  A  man  who  is  tolera- 
bly handfome,  will  allow  you  to  laugh  at  any 
little  irregularity  in  his  perfon  ;  but  all  fuch 
jokes  are  commonly  unfupportable  to  one 
'Aho  is  really  deformed.     It  is  evident,  how- 
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ever,  that  we  are  anxious  about  our  own 
beauty  and  deformity,  only  upon  account  of 
its  effed:  upon  others.  If  we  had  no  con- 
nexion with  fociety,  we  fliould  be  altogether 
indifferent  about  either. 

Id  the  fame  manner  our  firft  mcralcriti- 
cifms  are  exercifed  upon  the  characters  and 
conduct  of  other  people  ;  and  we  are  all  very 
forward  to  obferve  how  each  of  thefe  affeds 
us.  But  we  foon  learn,  that  other  people  are 
equally  frank  with  regard  to  our  own.  We  be- 
come anxious  to  knov/  how  far  we  deferve 
their  cenfure  or  applaufe,  and  whether  to  them 
we  muft  neceflarily  appear  thofe  agreeable  or 
difagreeable  creatures  which  they  reprefent  us. 
We  begin,  upon  this  account,  to  examine 
our  own  pafTions  and  condud,  and  to  confi- 
der  how  thefe  muft  appear  to  them,  by  con- 
fidering  how  they  would  appear  to  us  if  in 
their  fituation.  We  fuppofe  ourfelves  the 
fpedlators  of  our  own  behaviour,  and  endea« 
vour  to  imagine  what  effed:  it  would,  in  this 
light,  produce  upon  us.  This  is  the  only 
looking-glafs  by  which  we  can,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  with  the  eyes  of  other  people,  fcrutinize 
the  propriety  of  our  own  condud.  If  in 
this  view  it  pleafes  us,  we  are  tolerably  fatis- 
fied.  We  can  be  more  indifferent  about  the 
applaufe,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  defpife  the 
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cenfure  of  the  world  ;  fecuvc  tliat,  however 
milunderflood  or  mifreprefcntcd,  we  are  the 
natural  and  proper  objedls  of  approbation. 
On  the  contrary,  if  we  arc  doubtful  about  it, 
wc  arc  often  upon  that  very  account,  more 
anxious  to  gain  their  approbation,  and  pro- 
vided we  have  not  already,  as  they  fay, 
Ihaken  hands  with  infamy,  we  are  altogether 
diftraded  at  the  thoughts  of  their  cenfure, 
v.-hich  then  ftrikcs  us  with  double  feverity. 

When  I  endeavour  to  examine  my  own 
condud,  Vvhen  I  endeavour  to  pafs  fentence 
^lpon  it,  and  either  to  approve  or  condemn 
it,  it  is  evident  that,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  I  divide 
myfelf,  as  it  were,  into  two  perions ;  and 
that  I,  the  examiner  and  judge,  reprefent  a 
different  charadler  from  that  ot!,er  I,  the  per- 
fon  whofe  conduct  is  examined  Irito,  and 
judged  of.  The  firfl:  is  the  l^^d:ator,  whofe 
fentiments  with  regard  to  my  own  conducfl  I 
endeavour  to  enter  into,  by  placing  mylelf 
in  his  fituation,  and  by  confidering  how  it 
would  appear  to  me,  when  fcen  from  that 
particular  point  of  viev^^  The  fecond  is  the 
agent,  the  perfon  whom  I  properly  call  my- 
felf, and  of  whofe  condmlt,  under  the  cha- 
rader  of  a  fpeftator,  I  was  endeavouring  to 
form  fome  opinion.  The  firft  is  the  judge; 
ihe  fecond  the  perfon  judged  of.     But  that 
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the  judge  fhould,  in  every  refpedt,  be  the 
fame  with  the  perfon  judged  of,  is  as  impof- 
fible,  as  that  the  caufe  fhould,  in  every  re- 
fpe6t,  be  the  fame  with  the  effect. 

To  be  amiable  and  to  be  rneritorious ;  that 
IS,  to  deferve  love  and  to  deferve  reward,  are 
the  great  characters  of  virtue ;  and  to  be 
odious  and  punifhable,  of  vice.  But  all  thefe 
characters  have  an  immediate  reference  to 
the  fentiments  of  others.  Virtue  is  not  faid 
to  be  amiable,  or  to  be  meritorious,  becaufe 
it  is  the  object  of  its  own  love,  or  of  its  own 
gratitude ;  but  becaufe  it  excites  thofe  fenti- 
ments in  other  men.  The  confcioufnefs  that 
it  is  the  objedt  of  fuch  favourable  regards,  is 
the  fource  of  that  inward  tranquillity  and  felf- 
fatisfaCtion  with  which  it  is  naturally  at- 
tended, as  the  fufpicion  of  the  contrary,  gives 
occafion  to  the  torments  of  vice.  What  fo 
great  happinefs  as  to  be  beloved,  and  to 
know  that  we  deferve  to  be  beloved  ?  What 
fo  great  mifery  as  to  be  hated,  and  to  know 
that  we  deferve  to  be  hated  ? 
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Of  the  love  of  Praife,  and  of  that  of  Praife- 
ivorthinefs ;  and  of  the  dread  of  Blame, 
and  of  that  of  Blame-worlhlncfs, 

AN  naturally  defires,  not  only  to  be 
loved,  but  to  be  lovely ;  or  to  be  that 
thing  which  is  the  natural  and  proper  objed: 
of  love.  He  naturally  dreads,  not  only  to 
be  hated,  but  to  be  hateful  ;  or  to  be  rhat 
tiling  which  is  the  natural  and  proper  oijed: 
of  hatred.  He  defires  not  only  praife,  but 
praife-wortliinefs  ;  or  to  be  that  thing  which, 
though  it  (hould  be  praifed  by  nobody,  is, 
however,  the  natural  and  proper  objedt  of 
praife.  He  dreads,  not  only  blame,  but 
blame-worthinefs  ;  or  to  be  that  thing,  which, 
though  it  fliould  be  blamed  by  nobody,  is, 
however,  the  natural  and  proper  objed:  of 
blame. 

The  love  of  praifc-worthinefs  is  by  no 
means  derived  altogether  from  the  love  of 
praife.  Thofe  two  principles,  though  they 
refcmble  one  another,  though  they  are  con- 
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neifted,  and  often  blended  with  one  another, 
are  yet,  in  many  refpeds,  diftind  and  inde- 
pendent of  one  another. 

The  love  and  admiration  which  we  natu- 
rally conceive  for  thofe  whofe  chara£ler  and 
conduct  we  approve  of,  neccfUirily  dilpofe  us 
to  defire  to  become  ourfelves  the  objects  of 
the  like'  agreeable  fentiments,  and  to  be  as 
amiable  and  as  admirable  as  thofe  whom  we 
love  and  admire  the  moft.  Emulation,  the 
anxious  defire  that  we  ourfelves  fhould  excel, 
is  originally  founded  in  our  admiration  of  the 
excellence  ot  others.  Neither  can  we  be 
fatisfied  with  being  merely  admired  for  what 
other  people  are  admired.  We  muft  at  leaft 
believe  ourfelves  to  be  admirable  for  what 
they  are  admirable.  But,  in  order  to  attaiu 
this  fatisfadicn,  we  muft  become  the  impar-  . 
tial  fpedators  of  our  own  character  and  con-  j 
dud.  V/e  muft  endeavour  to  view  them 
with  the  eyes  of  other  people,  or  as  other 
people  are  likely  to  view  them.  When  feen 
in  this  light,  if  they  appear  to  us  as  we  wifti, 
we  are  happy  and  contented.  But  it  greatly 
confirms  this  happincfs  and  contentment 
when  we  fmd  that  other  people,  viewing 
them  with  thoie  very  eyes  with  which  we, 
in  imagination  only,  were  endeavouring  to 
view  them,  fee  them  precifely  in  the  fame 

light 
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light  in  which  \vc  ourfclvcs  had  fccn  them. 
Their  approhatioii  necenarily  contlrms  our 
own  felf-approhation.  Their  praifc  necel- 
I'arily  ftrcngthcns  our  own  fcnfe  of  our  own 
praife-vvorthlncls.  In  this  cafe,  fo  far  is  tlie 
love  of  praife-worthincfs  from  being  derived 
altogether  from  that  of  praife ;  that  the  love 
of  praife  feems,  at  leaft  in  a  great  nieafure,  to 
be  derived  from  that  of  praiie-worthinefs. 

The  mod  fincerc  praife  can  give  little  plea- 
furc  when  it  cannot  be  confidcred  as  fome  fort 
of  proof  of  praife-worthinefs.  It  is  by  no  means 
fufficient  that,  from  ignorance  or  miftake, 
efteem  and  admiration  fhould,  in  fome  way 
or  other,  be  beftowed  upon  us.  If  we  are 
confcious  that  we  do  not  dcferve  to  be  fo 
favourably  thought  of,  and  that  if  the  truth 
were  known,  we  (hould  be  regarded  with 
very  different  fentiments,  our  fatisfadlon  is 
far  from  being  complete.  The  man  who 
applauds  us  either  for  adlions  which  we  did 
not  perform,  or  for  motives  which  had  no 
fort  of  influence  upon  our  conducft,  applauds 
not  us,  but  another  pcrfon.  We  can  derive 
no  fort  of  fatisfaclion  from  his  praifes.  To 
us  they  fhould  be  more  mortifying  than  any 
cenfure,  and  fhould  perpetually  call  to  our 
minds  the  moil  humbling  of  all  reflections, 
the  rcfledlion  of  what  we  ought  to  be,  but 
15  what 
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r\'hat  v/e  are   not.     A  woman  who  paints, 
could  derive,   one   fhould  imagine,  but  little 
vanity  fromx  the  compliments  that  are  paid 
to  her  complexion.     Thefc,  we  fhould  ex- 
pert, ought  rather  to  put  her  in  mind  of  the 
fentim.ents  which  her  real  complexion  would 
excite,  and  mortify  her  the  more  by  the  con- 
traft.     To   be  pleafed  wath  fuch  groundlefs 
applaufe  is  a  proof  of  the   moil  fuperficial 
levity  and  weaknefs.      It  is  what  is  properly 
called  vanity,  and  is  the  foundation  of  the 
moft  ridicLilous  and  contemptible  vices,  the 
vices   of    aiieftation     and    common     lying; 
follies,  which,  if  experience  did  not  teach  us 
how  common  they  are,  one  fliould  imagine 
the  leaft  fpark  of  common  fenfe  would  fave 
us  from.     The  foolifli  liar,  who  endeavours 
to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  company,  by 
the  relation  of  adventures  which  never  had 
any  exiftence  ;  the  important  coxcomb,  who 
gives   himfelf  airs    of  rank    and    diftindion 
which  he  v^^ell  knows  he  has  no  juft  preten- 
fions  to;   are  both  of  them,  no  doubt,  pleafed 
with   the    applaufe   which   they   fency   they 
meet  with.     But  their  vanity  arifes  from  fo 
grofs  an  illufion  of  the  imagination,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  any  rational  creature 
fhould  be  impofed  upon  by  it.     When  they 
place   themfelvcs  in  the   fituation   of  thofe 
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whom  tlicy  fancy  they  liavc  deceived,  they 
are  llruck  with  the  higheft  admiration  for 
their  own  perfons.  They  look  upon  them- 
felves,  not  in  that  light  in  which,  they  know, 
they  ought  to  appear  to  their  companions, 
but  in  that  which  they  believe  their  compa- 
nions a<Stually  look  upon  tliem.  Their  fuper- 
ficial  weaknefs  and  trivial  folly  hinder  them 
from  ever  turning  their  eyes  inwards,  or  from 
feeing  themfelvcs  in  that  defpicable  point  of 
view  in  which  their  own  confciences  muft  tell 
them  that  they  would  appear  to  every  body, 
if  the  real  truth  fhould  ever  come  to  be 
known. 

As  ignorant  and  groundlefs  praife  can  give 
no  folid  joy,  no  fatisfadion  that  will  bear  any 
ferious  examination ;  fo,  on  the  contrary,  it 
often  gives  real  comfort  to  rcfledt,  that 
though  no  praife  Ihould  adually  be  beftowed 
upon  us,  our  condutft,  however,  has  been 
fuch  as  to  deferve  it,  and  has  been  in  every 
refpec^  fuitable  to  thofe  meafures  and  rules 
by  which  praife  and  approbation  arc  natu- 
rally and  commonly  beftowed.  We  are 
pleafed,  not  only  with  praife,  but  with  hav- 
ing done  what  is  praife-w^orthy.  We  are 
pleafed  to  think  that  we  have  rendered  our- 
ielves  the  natural  objeds  of  approbation, 
Xhough  no  approbation  fhould  ever  adually 

be 
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be  beftowed  upon  us  :  and  we  are  mortified 
to  reflect  that  we   have  jullly   merited   the 
blame  of  thofe  we  live  with,  though  that  fen- 
timent    fliould     never    actually    be    exerted 
againft  us.     The  man  who  is  confcious  to 
himfelf  that   he  has  exadly  obferved  thofe 
meafures   of  conduct  which  experience   in- 
forms  him   are   generally  agreeable,  refledls 
with  fatisfadion  on  the  propriety  of  his  own 
behaviour.     When  he  views  it  in  the  light 
in  which  the  impartial  fpedator  would  view 
it,  he  thoroughly  enters  into  all  the  motives 
which  influenced  it.     He  looks  back  upon 
every  part  of  it  with  pleafure  and  approba- 
tion, and  though  mankind  fhould  never  be 
acquainted  with  what  he   has  done,  he  re- 
gards himfelf,  not  fo  much  according  to  the 
light  in  which  they  adtually  regard  him,  as 
according  to  that  in  which  they  v/ould  regard 
him  if  they  were  better  informed.     He  an- 
ticipates the  applaufe  and  admiration  which 
in  this  cafe  would  be  bellowed  upon  him, 
and    he    applauds   and   admires    himfelf  by 
fympathy  with  fentiments,  which  do  not  in- 
deed adiually  take  place,  but  which  the  ig- 
norance   of  the   public   alone  hinders  from 
taking  place,  which  he  knows  are  the  natural 
and  ordinary  effedts  of  fuch  condud,  which 
his  imagination   ftrongly  conneds   with    it, 

and 
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and  which  he  has  acquired  a  habit  of  con- 
ceiving as  fomething  that  naturally  and  in 
propriety  ou.^ht  to  follow  from  it.  Men 
have  voluntarily  thrown  away  life  to  acquire 
after  death  a  renown  which  tlicy  could  no 
longer  enjoy.  Their  imagination,  in  the 
mean  time,  anticipated  that  fame  which  was 
in  future  times  to  be  bcrtowed  upon  thcm» 
Thofe  applaufes  which  they  were  never  to 
liear  rung  in  their  ears  ;  the  thoughts  of  that 
admiration,  whole  elTcdts  they  were  never 
to  feel,  played  about  their  hearts,  banifhed 
from  their  breafts  the  ilrongeft  of  all  natural 
lears,  and  tranfported  them  to  perform  ac- 
tions which  feem  almod  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  nature.  But  in  point  of  reality  there 
is  lurely  no  great  difference  between  that  ap- 
probation which  is  not  to  be  beftowed  till  we 
can  no  longer  enjoy  it,  and  that  which,  in- 
deed, is  never  to  be  bellowed,  but  which 
would  be  beftowed,  if  the  world  was  ever 
made  to  undcrftand  properly  the  real  circum- 
ftances  of  our  behaviour.  If  the  one  often 
produces  fuch  violent  effe^Tts,  we  cannot  won- 
der that  the  other  fhould  always  be  highly 
regarded. 

Nature,  when  (lie  formed  man  for  fociety, 
endowed    him    wuth    an    oriirinal    defire    to 

o 

pleale,  and  an  original  averfion  to  offend  his 

brethren. 
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brethren.  She  taught  him  to  feel  pleafure  in 
their  favourable,  and  pain  in  their  unfavour- 
able regard.  She  rendered  their  approbation 
moft  flattering  and  moft  agreeable  to  him  for 
its  own  fake;  and  their  difapprobation  moft 
mortifying  and  moft  offenfive. 

But  this  delire  of  the  approbation,  and  this 
averfion  to  the  difapprobation  of  his  brethren, 
would  not  alone  have  rendered  him  fit  for 
that  fociety  for  which  he  was  made.  Nature, 
accordingly,  has  endowed  him,  not  only  with 
a  defire  of  being  approved  of,  but  with  a  de- 
fire  of  being  what  ought  to  be  approved  of; 
or  of  being  what  he  hi mfelf  approves  of  in 
other  men.  The  firft  defire  could  only  have 
made  him  wifh  to  appear  to  be  fit  for  fociety. 
The  fecond  was  necelTary  in  order  to  render 
him  anxious  to  be  really  fit.  The  firft  could 
only  have  prompted  him  to  the  affediation  of 
virtue,  and  to  ihe  concealment  of  vice.  The 
fecond  was  necefl~ary  in  order  to  infpire  him 
with'  the  real  love  of  virtue,  and  with  the 
real' abhorrence  of  vice.  In  every  well-in- 
formed mind'  this  fecond  defire  feems  to  be 
the  ftrongeft  of  the  two.  It  is  only  the 
weakefi:  and  moft  fuperficial  of  mankind  who 
can  be  much  delighted  with  that  praife  which 
they  themfelves  know  to  be  altogether  un» 
merited.  A  weak  man  may  fometimes  be 
''■  pleafed 
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pleafed  with  It,  but  a  wife  man  rejefls  it  upon 
all  occafions.  But,  though  a  wile  man  feels 
ItttJe  pleafure  from  praife  where  he  knows 
there  is  no  praife-worthlnefs,  he  often  feels 
the  highcll  in  doing  what  he  knows  to  be 
praife-wortliy,  though  he  knows  equally  well 
that  no  praile  is  ever  to  be  beftowed  upon  it. 
To  obtain  the  approbation  of  mankind,  where 
no  approbation  is  due,  can  never  be  an  objedl 
of  any  importance  to  him.  To  obtain  that 
approbation  where  it  is  really  due,  mav  fome- 
times  be  an  obje<fi  of  no  great  importance  to 
him.  But  to  be  that  thing  which  deferves 
approbation,  mud  always  be  an  objedt  of  the 
higheft. 

To  defire  or  even  to  accept  of  praife,  where 
no  praife  is  due,  can  be  the  effedt  only  of  the 
moft  contemptible  vanity.  To  defire  it 
where  it  is  really  due,  is  to  defire  no  more 
than  that  a  moft  eflential  nCt  of  juftice  fhould 
be  done  to  us.  The  love  of  juft  fame,  of 
true  glory,  even  for  its  own  fake,  and  inde- 
pendent of  any  advantage  which  he  can  de- 
rive from  it,  is  not  unworthy  even  of  a  wife 
man.  He  fometimes,  however,  negle«fls,  and 
even  defpifes  it ;  and  he  is  never  more  apt  to 
do  fo  than  when  he  has  the  moft  perfedl  aiTur- 
ance  of  the  perfedl  propriety  of  every  part  of 
his  own  conduct.   His  felf-approbation,  in  thi^ 
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cafe,  ftands  in  need  of  no  confirmation  from 
the  approbation  of  other  men.  It  is  alone 
fufficient,  and  he  is  contented  with  it.  This 
felf-approbation,  if 'not  the  only,  is  at  leaft 
the  principal  objcd:,  about  which  he  can  or 
ought  to  be  anxious.  The  love  of  it,  is  the 
love  of  virtue. 

As  the  love  and  admiration  which  we  na- 
turally conceive  for  fome  charad:ers,  difpofe 
us  to  wjfh  to  become  ourfelves  the  proper 
objeds  of  fuch  agreeable  fentiments ;  fo  the 
hatred  and  contempt  which  we  as  naturally 
conceive  for  others,  difpofe  us,  perhaps  ftill 
more  (Irongly,  to  dread  the  very  thought  of  re- 
fembling  them  in  any  refpedl.  Neither  is  it, 
in  this  cafe  too,  fo  much  the  thought  of  being 
hated  and  defpifed  that  we  are  afraid  of,  as 
that  of  being  hateful  and  defpicable.  We 
dread  the  thought  of  doing  any  thing  which 
can  render  us  the  juft  and  proper  objects  of 
the  hatred  and  contempt  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  even  thgugh  we  had  the  moft  perfed: 
fecurity  that  thofe  fentiments  were  never 
actually  to  be  exerted  againfl:  us.  The  man 
who  has  broke  through  all  thofe  meafures  of 
conduct,  which  can  alone  render  him  agree- 
able to  mankind,  though  he  fhould  have  the 
moft  perfe£l  adurance  that  what  he  had  done 
.:cvas  for  ever  to  be  concealed  from  every  hu- 
man 
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iTjan  eye,  it  Is  all  to  no  purpofe.  When  he 
looks  back  upon  It,  and  views  It  In  the  light 
in  which  the  impartial  I'pcdator  would  view 
it,  he  finds  that  he  can  enter  Into  none  of  the 
motives  whicli  influenced  It.  He  Is  abaflicd 
and  confounded  at  the  thoughts  of  It,  and 
neceflarily  feels  a  very  high  degree  of  that 
fliame  which  he  would  be  expofed  to,  if  his 
actions  fhould  ever  come  to  be  generally 
known.  His  imagination,  in  this  cafe  too, 
anticipates  the  contempt  and  derifion  from, 
which  nothing  faves  him  but  the  Ignorance 
of  thofe  he  lives  with.  He  dill  feels  that  he 
is  the  natural  objedt  of  thefe  fentlments,  and 
ftill  trembles  at  the  thought  of  what  he  would 
fi^er,  if  they  were  ever  adually  exerted 
againll  him.  But  if  what  he  had  been  guilty 
of  was  not  merely  one  of  thofe  improprieties 
which  are  the  objecfls  of  fimple  difapprobatlon, 
but  one  of  thofe  enormous  crimes  which  ex- 
cite detellation  and  refentment,  he  could 
never  think  of  it,  as  long  as  he  had  any  fen- 
fiblllty  left,  without  fueling  all  the  agony  of 
horror  and  remorfe  ;  and  though  he  could  be 
aflured  that  no  m^i  was  ever  to  know  it,  and 
could  even  bring  nimfelf  to  believe  that  there 
was  no  God  to  revenge  It,  he  would  ftlll  feel 
enough  of  both  thefe  fentlments  to  embitter 
the  whole  of  his  life : "  he  would  flill  regard 

R  2  himfelf 
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himfelf  as  the  natural  objedl  of  the  hatred  and 
indignation  of  all  his  fcUow-creaturcs;  and  if 
his  heart  was  not  grov.-n  callous  by  the  habit 
of  crimes,  he  could  not  think  without  terror 
and  aftonifhment  even  of  the  manner  in 
which  mankind  would  look  upon  him,  of 
what  would  be  the  expreffion  of  their  coun- 
tenance and  of  their  eyes,  if  the  dreadful 
truth  {hould  ever  come  to  be  known.  Thefe 
jiatural  pangs  of  an  affrighted  confcience  are 
the  daemons,  the  avenging  furies,  which,  in 
this  life,  haunt  the  guilty,  which  allow  them 
neither  quiet  nor  repofe,  which  often  drive 
them  to  defpair  and  didraiStion,  from  which 
no  afTurance  of  fecrecy  can  prote^l  them, 
from  which  jio  principles  of  irreligion  can 
entirely  deliver  them,  and  from  which  llo- 
thing  can  free  them  but  the  vileft  and  mod 
abjedl  of  all  ftates,  a  complete  infenfibility  to 
honour  and  infamy,  to  vice  and  virtue.  Men 
of  the  moft  deteftable  charaders,  who,  in  the 
execution  of  the  moil  dreadful  crimes,  had 
taken  their  meafures  fo  coolly  as  to  avoid 
even  the  fufpicion  of  guilt,  liave  fometimes 
been  driven,  by  the  horror  of  their  fituation, 
to  difcover,  of  their  owH  accord,  what  no 
human  fagacity  could  ever  have  inveftigated. 
By  acknowledging  their  guilt,  by  fubmitting 
tliemfelves  to  the  refentment  of  their  offended 

fellow- 
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fellow-citlzcns,  and,  by  thus  fatiating  that 
vengeance  of  which  they  were  fcnliblc  that 
they  had  become  the  proper  objeds,  they 
hoped,  by  their  death  to  reconcile  themfelves, 
at  leall  in  their  own  imagination,  to  the  natu- 
ral icntimcnts  of  mankind;  to  be  able  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  lefs  worthy  of  hatred  and 
refentment ;  to  atone  in  fome  meafure  for 
their  crimes,  and,  by  thus  becoming  the  ob- 
je(fls,  rather  of  compafTion  than  of  horror,  if 
pofTible  to  die  in  peace  and  with  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  all  their  fellow-creatures.  Compared 
to  what  they  felt  before  the  difcovery,  evea 
the  thought  of  this,  it  feems,  was  happinefs. 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  horror  of  blame-worthi- 
nefs  feems,  even  in  perlbns  who  cannot  be 
fufpev^ed  of  any  extraordinary  delicacy  or 
fenlibility  of  charader,  completely  to  con- 
quer the  dread  of  blame.  In  order  to  allay 
that  horror,  in  order  to  pacify,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  remorfe  of  their  own  confciences, 
they  voluntarily  fubmitted  themfelves  both 
to  the  reproach  and  to  the  punifhment  which 
they  knew  were  due  to  their  crimes,  but 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  they  might  eafily 
have  avoided. 

They  are  tlie  raoft  frivglous  and  fuper- 
ficial  of  mankind  qnly  who  can  be  much  de- 
lighted  with  thaj   praife  which  they  them- 
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felvcs  know  to  be  altogether  unmerited.  Un- 
nierited  reproach,  however,  is  frequently 
capable  of  mortifying  very  feverely  even 
men  of  more  than  ordinary  conftancy.  Men 
of  the  moft  ordinary  conftancy,  indeed,  eafily 
learn  to  defpife  thole  fooliili  tales  which  are 
fo  frequently  circulated  in  fociety,  and  which, 
from  their  own  abfurdity  and  falfehood, 
never  fail  to  die  away  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
weeks,  or  of  a  few  days.  But  an  innocent 
man,  though  of  more  than  ordinary  conftan- 
cy, is  often  not  only  fhocked,  but  moft 
feverely  mortified  by  the  ferious,  though  falfe, 
imputation  of  a  crime  ;  efpecially  when  that 
imputation  happens  unfortunately  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  fome  circumftances  which  give  it 
an  air  of  probabir^y.  He  is  humbled  to 
find  that  any  body  fhould  think  fo  meanly 
of  his  Ghara(5ter  as  to  fuppofe  him  capable  of 
being  guilty  of  it.  Though  perfectly  con- 
fcious  of  his  own  innocence,  the  very  impu- 
tation feems  often,  even  in  his  own  imagi- 
nation, to  throv/  a  fliadow  of  difgrace  and 
difticnour  upon  his  charadter.  His  juft  in- 
dignation, too,  at  fo  very  grofs  an  injury, 
which,  however,  it  may  frequently  be  impro- 
per, and  fometimes  even  impoflible  to  re- 
venge, is  itfelf  a  very  painful  fenfation. 
There  is  .no  greater  tormentor  of  the  human 
-•        •  breaft 
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breaft  than  violent  lefcntmcnt  which  cannot 
be  gratified.  An  innocent  man,  brought  to 
the  rcattold  by  the  falfe  imputation  of  an  in- 
famous or  odious  crime,  fulfers  the  moil 
cruel  misibrtuuc  whicli  it  is  poflible  for  inno- 
cence to  iuii'cr.  The  agony  of  his  mind 
may,  in  this  cafe,  frequently  be  greater  than 
that  of  thofe  whvi  fuff'jr  for  the  like  crimes, 
of  which  they  have  been  adu;illy  guilty. 
Profligate  criminals,  fuch  as  common  thieves 
and  highwaymen,  have  frequently  little  fenfc 
of  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  condud,  and  con- 
fequently  no  remorfe.  Without  troubling 
themfelves  about  the  juilice  or  injuftice  of  the 
punifhment,  they  have  always  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  look  upon  the  gibbet  as  a  lot  very 
likely  to  fall  to  them.  When  it  does  fall  to 
them  therefore,  they  confider  themfelves  only 
as  not  quite  fo  lucky  as  fome  of  their  com- 
panions, and  fubmit  to  their  fortune,  without 
any  other  uneafmefs  than  w^hat  may  arife  from 
the  fear  of  death;  a  fear  which,  even  by  fuch 
Tvorthlefs  wretches,  we  frequently  fee,  can  be 
fo  eafily,  and  fo  very  completely  conquered. 
The  innocent  man,  on  the  contrary,  over  and 
above  the  uneafmefs  which  this  fear  may  oc- 
cafion,  is  tormented  by  his  owai  indignation 
at  the  injuflice  which  has  been  done  to  him. 
He  is  flruck  with  horror  at  the  thoughts  of 
R  4  the 
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the  Infamy  which  the  puniChment  may  flied 
upon    his  memory,    and    forefees,  with  the 
moft  exquifite  anguifh,  that  he  is  hereafter 
to  be  remembered  by  his  deareft  friends  and 
relations,  not  with  regret  and  affedion,  but 
with  fhame,   and  even  with  horror  for  his 
fuppofed  difgraceful  conduct :  and  the  fhades 
of  death  appear  to   clofe  round  him  with  a 
darker  and  more  melancholy  gloom  than  na- 
turally  belongs  to    them.     Such   fatal   acci- 
dents, for  the  tranquility  of  mankind,  it  is 
to    be   hoped,    happen   very    rarely    in   any 
country ;  but   they  happen   fometimes  in  aU 
countries,  even   in  thofe  where  juftice  is  in 
general  very  well  adminiftered.     The  unfor- 
tunate Galas,  a  man  of  much  more  than  ordi- 
nary conftancy  (broke  upon  the  wheel  and 
burnt  at  Tholoufe  for  the  fuppofed  murder 
of  his  own  fon,  of  which  he  w^as  perfedly  in- 
nocent), feemed,  v/ith  his  laft  breath,  to  depre- 
cate, not  fo  much  the  cruelty  of  the  punifh- 
ment,  as  the  difgrace  w^hicb  the  imputation- 
might  bring  upon  his  memory.   After  he  had 
been  broke,  and  was  juft  going  to  be  thrown 
into  the  fire,  the  monk  who  attended  the  exe- 
cution, exhorted  him  to  confefs  the  crime  for 
which  he  had  been  condemned.     My  father, 
faid  Galas,  can  you  yourfelf  bring  yourfelf  to 
believe  that  I  am  guilty  ? 

To 


Chap.  II.  cf  Dww  249 

To  pcrfons  in  Inch  unfortunate  ciicum- 
flances,  that  lunnhlc  pliilofophy  which  con* 
hnes  its  views  to  this  Hie,  can  alFord,  perhaps, 
but  Httle  conrolation.  Every  thing  that 
coukl  render  either  life  or  death  rcfpcdable 
is  taken  from  them.  They  are  condemned 
to  death  and  to  e\'crhi(Ving  infamy.  Reli- 
g;ion  can  alone  afford  them  any  effectual 
comfort.  She  alone  can  tell  them,  that  it  is 
of  little  importance  what  man  may  think  of 
their  condud:,  while  the  all-feeing  Judge  of 
the  world  approves  of  it.  She  alone  can  pre- 
fent  to  them  the  view  of  another  world ;  a 
world  of  more  candour,  humanity,  and  juf- 
tice,  than  the  prefent ;  where  their  innocence 
is  in  due  time  to  be  declared,  and  their  virtue 
to  be  fmally  rewarded  :  and  the  fame  great 
principle  which  can  alone  flrike  terror  into 
triumphant  vice,  affords  the  only  effedual 
confolation  to  difgraced  and  hifulted  inno- 
cence. 

In  fmaller  offences,  as  well  as  in  greater 
crimes,  it  frequently  happens  that  a  perfon  of 
fenfibility  is  much  more  liurt  by  the  unjuft 
imputation,  than  the  real  criminal  is  by  the 
adual  guilt.  A  woman  of  gallantry  laughs 
even  at  the  well-founded  furmifes  which  are 
circulated  concerning  lier  condudt.  The 
worlt  founded  furmife  of  the  fame  kind  is  a 
6  mortal 
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mortal  ftab  to  an  innocent  virgin.  The  per- 
fon  who  is  deliberately  guilty  of  a  difgraceful 
action,  we  may  lay  it  down,  I  believe,  as  a 
general  rule,  can  feldom  have  much  {ea(e  of 
the  difgrace  ;  and  the  perfon  who  is  habitu- 
ally guilty  of  it,  can  fcarce  ever  have  any. 

When  every  man,  even  of  middling  under- 
flanding,  fo  readily  defpifes  unmerited  ap- 
plaufe,  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  unme- 
rited reproach  fhould  often  be  capable  of 
mortifying  fo  feverely  men  of  the  foundeft 
and  beft  judgment,  may,  perhaps,  deferve 
fome  confideration. 

Pain,  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
ferve,  is,  in  almoft  all  cafes,  a  more  pungent 
fenfation  than  the  oppofite  and  correfpondent 
pleafure.  The  one,  almoft  always,  deprefTes 
us  much  more  below  the  ordinary,  or  what 
may  be  called  the  natural  ftate  of  our  happi- 
nefs,  than  the  other  ever  raifes  us  above  it. 
A  man  of  fenfibility  is  apt  to  be  more  humi- 
liated by  juft  cenfure  than  he  is  ever  elevated 
by  juft  applaufe.  Unmerited  applaufe  a  wife 
man  rejeds  with  contempt  upon  all  occa- 
fions;  but  he  often  feels  very  feverely  the  in- 
juftice  of  unmerited  cenfure.  By  fuffering 
himfelf  to  be  applauded  for  v/hat  he  has  not 
performed,  by  affuming  a  merit  which  does 
not  belong  to  him,  he  feels. that  he  is  guilty 

of 
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of  a  mean  falfehooil,  and  deferves,  not  the 
admiration,  but  the  contempt  of  thofe  very 
perfons  wlio,  by  miilakc,  had  been  led  to  ad- 
mire him.  It  may,  perhaps,  give  him^fomc 
well-founded  picai'ure  to  find  that  he  has 
been,  by  many  people,  thouglit  capable  of 
performing  what  he  did  not  perform.  But, 
though  he  may  be  obliged  to  his  friends  for 
their  good  opinion,  he  would  think  himfclf 
guilty  of  the  greatcfl  bafencl's  if  he  did  not 
immediately  undeceive  them.  It  gives  him 
little  pleafin-c  to  look  upon  himlelf  in  the 
li^ht  in  which  other  people  actually  look 
upon  him,  when  he  Is  confcious  that,  if  they 
knew  the  triitli,  they  would  look  upon  him 
in  a  very  different  light.  A  weak  man, 
however,  is  often  much  delighted  with  view- 
ing himfelf  in  this  falfe  and  delufive  light. 
He  affumes  the  merit  of  every  laudable  atflion 
that  is  afcribed  to  him,  and  pretends  to  that 
of  many  which  nobody  ever  thought  of 
afcribing  to  him.  He  pretends  to  have  done 
what  he  never  did,  to  have  written  what  an- 
other wrote,  to  have  invented  Vs'hat  another 
difcovered  ;  and  is  led  into  all  the  miferable 
vices  of  plagiarifm  and  common  Ivlng.  But 
though  no  man  of  middling  good  fenfe  can 
derive  much  pleafure  froin  the  imputation  of 
a  laudable  aftion  which  he  never  performed^ 

yet 
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yet  a  wife  man  may  fufFer  great  paini  from  the 
ferious  imputation  of  a  crime  which  he  never 
committed.  Nature,  in  this  cafe,  has  ren- 
dered.the  pain,  not  only  more  pungent  than 
the  oppofite  and  correfpondcnt  pleafure,  but 
Ihe  has  rendered  it  fo  in  a  much  greater  than 
the  ordinary  degree.  A  denial  rids  a  man 
at  once  of  the  foolifh  and  ridiculous  pleafure; 
but  it  will  not  always  rid  him  of  the  pain* 
"When  he  refufes  the  merit  which  is  afcribed 
to  himj  nobody  doubts  his  veracity.  It  may 
be  doubted  when  he  denies  the  crime  which 
he  is  accufed  of.  He  is  at  once  enraged  at 
the  falfehood  of  the  imputation,  and  mortified 
to  find  that  any  credit  fhould  be  given  to  it. 
He  feels  that  his  character  is  not  fufficient  to 
protect  him.  He  feels  that  his  brethren,  far 
from  looking  upon  him  in  that  light  in 
which  he  anxioufly  defires  to  be  viewed  by 
them,  think  him  capable  of  being  guilty  of 
what  he  is  accufed  of.  He  knows  perfed:ly 
that  he  has  not  been  guilty.  He  knows  per- 
fectly what  he  has  done ;  but,  perhaps,  fcarce 
any  man  can  know  perfcdly  what  he  himfelf 
is  capable  of  doing.  What  the  peculiar  con- 
ftitution  of  his  own  mind  may  or  may  not 
admit  of,  is,  perhaps,  more  or  lefs  a  matter  of 
doubt  to  every  man.  Thie  truft  and  good 
opinion  of  his  friends  and  neighbours,- tend-. 

more' 
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more  than  any  thing  to  reUeve  hhn  from  this 
mofl:  difagrceahle  doubt  ;  their  diilrull  antl 
unfavourable  opinion  to  incrcale  it.  He 
may  tliink  himlelf  very  contident  that  their 
unfavourable  judgment  is  wrong:  but  this 
confidence  can  feldom  be  lb  great  as  to  hin- 
tler  that  judgment  from  making  fome  impref- 
iloii  upon  him;  and  the  greater  Ids  fenfibility, 
the  greater  his  delicacy,  the  greater  his  worth 
in  lliort,  this  ImprefTion  Is  likely  to  be  the 
greater. 

The  agreement  or  dlfagreement  ftoth  of 
the  fentiments  and  judgments  of  other  peo- 
ple with  our  own,  is,  in  all  cafes,  it  muft  be 
obferved,  of  more  or  lefs  importance  to  us, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  we  ourfelves  are 
more  or  lefs  uncertain  about  the  propriety  of 
cur  own  fentiments,  about  the  accuracy  of 
our  own  judgments. 

A  man  of  fenfibility  may  fometimes  feel 
great  uneafmefs  left  he  fhould  have  yielded 
too  much  even  to  what  may  be  called  an  ho^- 
nourable  paffion;  to  hlsjuft  indignation,  per- 
liaps,  at  the  injury  which  may  have  been 
done  either  to  himfelf  or  to  his  friend.  He 
is  anxioufly  afraid  left,  meaning  only  to  act 
with  fpirit,  and  to  do  juftice,  he  may,  from 
the  too  great  vehemence  of  his  emotion, 
have  done  a  real  injury  to  fome  other  perfonj. 

who, 
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who,  though  not  Innocent,  may  not  have 
been  altogether  io  guilty  as  he  at  firft  appre- 
hended. The  opinion  of  other  people  be- 
comes, in  this  cafe,  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  him.  Their  approl^ation  is  the  moft  heal- 
ing balfam  ;  their  difapprobation,  the  bittereft 
and  moft  tormenting  poifon  that  can  be 
poured  into  his  uneafy  mind.  When  he  is 
perfedly  fatisfied  with  every  part  of  his  own 
x:ondu61:,  the  judgment  of  other  people  is 
often  of  lefs  importance  to  him. 
'  There  are  fome  very  noble  and  beautiful 
arts,  in  which  the  deG;ree  of  excellence  can 
be  determined  only  by  a  certain  nicety  of 
tafte,  of  which  the  decifions,  however,  appear 
always,  in  fome  meafure,  uncertain.  There 
are  others,  in  which  the  fuccefs  admits,  either 
of  clear  demonftration,  or  very  fatisfaiftory 
proof.  Among  the  candidates  for  excellence 
in  thofe  different  arts,  the  anxiety  about  the 
public  opinion  is  always  much  greater  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter. 

The  beauty  of  poetry  is  a  matter  of  fuch 
nicety,  that  a  yotmg  beginner  can  fcarce  ever 
be  certain  that  he  has  attained  it.  Nothing 
delights  him  fo  much,  therefore,  as  the 
favourable  judgments  of  his  friends  and  of  the 
public;  and  nothing  mortifies  him  fo  feverely 
as  the  contrary.       The  one  '  eftabli'lhes,  the 

other 
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other  rtiakcB,  the  c;ood  opinion  \vliich  he  is 
anxious  to  entertain  concerning;  Iiis  own  per- 
ibrmnnccs.  Experience  and  fuccefs  may  in 
time  give  him  a  Httle  more  confufcnce  in  his 
own  judgment.  He  is  at  all  times,  how- 
ever, liable  to  be  moll  (everely  mortified  by 
the  unfavourable  jud;i,ments  of  the  public. 
Racine  was  ib  difgufted  by  the  indifferent 
iuccefs  of  his  Phsedra,  the  finell  tragedy,  per- 
haps, that  is  extant  in  any  language,  that, 
though  in  the  vigour  of  his  life,  and  at  the 
height  of  his  abilities,  he  refolved  to  write  no 
more  for  the  ftage.  That  great  poet  ufed 
frequently  to  tell  his  fon,  that  the  moft  paltry 
and  impertinent  ciiticifm  had  always  given 
him  more  pain,  than  tlic  higheft  and  juftell 
eulogy  had  ever  given  him  pleafure.  The 
extreme  fenfibility  of  Voltaire  to  the  flightefl 
cenfure  of  the  fame  kind  is  well  known  to 
every  body.  The  Dunciad  of  Mr.  Pope  is 
an  everlafting  monument  of  how  much  the 
mofl;  correal:,  as  well  as  the  moll  elegant  and 
harmonious  of  all  the  Englifli  poets,  had  been 
hurt  by  the  criticifms  of  the  loweft  and  moll 
contemptible  authors.  Gray  (who  joins  to 
the  fublimity  of  Milton  the  elegance  and  har- 
mony of  Pope,  and  to  whon  nothing  is 
wanting  to  render  him,  peihaps,  the  full 
poet  in  the  Englilh  language,   but  to  have 

written 
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written  a  little  more)  is  faid  to  have  been  fo 
much  hurt,  by  a  fooliih  and  impertinent  pa- 
rody of  two  of  his  fmeft  odes,  that  he  never 
afterwards  attempted  any  confiderable  work. 
Thofe  men  of  letters  who  value  themfelves 
upon    what  is  called  fine  writing  in  profe, 
approach  fomewhat  to  the  fenfibility  of  poets. 
Mathematicians,    on    the    contrary,    who 
may  have  the  moft  perfect  afflirance,  both  of 
the  truth  and  of  the  importance  of  their  dif- 
coveries,     are    frequently    very    indifferent 
about  the  reception  which  they  may  nieet  with 
from  the  public.     The  two  greateft  mathe- 
maticians that  I  ever  have  had  the  honour  to 
be  known  to,  and,  I  believe,  the  two  greateft 
that  have  lived  in  my  time.  Dr.  Robert  Simp- 
fon  of  Glafgow,  and  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart  of 
Edinburgh,   never  feemed   to  feel   even  the 
flighteft    uneafinefs   from   the    negledt   with 
which  the  ignorance  of  the  public  received 
fome  of  their  moft    valuable    works.     The 
great  work  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,   his  M(^thc- 
matlcal  Principles  of  Natural   Philofoph\\    I 
have   been   told,    was   for  feveral  years    ne- 
gleded  by  the  public.     The  tranquillity  of 
that  great  man,  it  is  probable,  never  fuffered, 
upon  that  account,  the  interruption  of  a  fiq- 
gle    quarter   of  an   hour.     Natural    philofo- 
phers,  in  their  independency  upon  the  public 

opinion, 


Chap.IL  c/BvTV,  i^y 

opinion,  approach  nearly  to  mathematicians, 
and,  in  their  judgments  conccrnini;  the  merit 
of  their  own  dikoveries  and  obfcrvations,  en- 
joy forae  degree  of  the  fame  fecurity  and 
tranquillity. 

The  morals  of  thofe  different  clafTes  of 
men  of  letters  arc,  perhaps,  fometimes 
fomewhat  affeded  by  this  very  great  differ- 
ence in  their  fituation  with  regard  to  the 
public. 

Mathematicians  and  natural  philofophers, 
from  their  independency  upon  the  public 
opinion,  have  little  temptation  to  form  them- 
felvcs  into  fadions  and  cabals,  either  for  the 
fupport  of  their  own  reputation,  or  for  the 
depreffion  of  that  of  their  rivals.  They  are 
almoft  always  men  of  the  moft  amiable  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  who  live  in  good  har- 
mony with  one  another,  are  the  friends  of 
one  another's  reputation,  enter  into  no  in- 
trigue in  order  to  fecure  the  public  applaufe, 
but  are  pleafed  when  their  works  are  ap- 
proved of,  without  being  either  much  vexed 
or  very  angry  when  they  are  negledted. 

It  is  not  always  the  fame  cafe  with  poets, 
or  with  thofc  who  value  themfclves  upon 
what  is  called  fine  writing.  They  are  very 
apt  to  divide  themfelvcs  into  a  fort  of  literary 
factions ;   each  cabal   being  often  avowedly 
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and  almoft  always  fecretly,  the  mortal  ene- 
my of  the  reputation  'of  every  other,  and 
employing  all  the  mean  arts  of  intrigue  and 
folicitation  to  preoccupy  the  public  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  works  of  its  own  members, 
and  againft  thofe  of  its  enemies  and  rivals.  In 
France,  Dcfpreaux  and  Racine  did  not  think 
it  below  them  to  fet  themfelves  at  the  head 
of  a  literary  cabal  in  order  to  deprefs  the  re- 
putation, firft  of  Qulnault  and  Perrault,  and 
afterwards  of  Fontenelle  and  La  Motte,  and 
even  to  treat  the  good  La  Fontaine  with  a 
fpecies  of  moft  difrefpecStful  kindnefs.  In 
England,  the  amiable  Mr.  Addifon  did  not 
think  it  unworthy  of  his  gentle  and  modeft 
charader  to  fet  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  little 
cabal  of  the  fame  kind,  in  order  to  keep 
down  the  riling  reputation  of  Mr.  Pope. 
Mr.  Fontenelle,  in  writing  the  lives  and  cha- 
radters  of  the  members  of  the  academy  of 
fciences,  a  fociety  of  mathematicians  and 
natural  philofophers,  has  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  celebrating  the  amiable  fimplicity 
of  their  manners ;  a  quality  which,  he  'ob- 
ferves,  was  fo  univerfal  among  them  as  to  be 
characleriftical,  rather  of  that  whole  clafs  of 
men  of  letters,  than  of  any  individual. 
Mr.  D'Alembert,  in  waiting  the  lives  and 
characters  of  the  members  of  the  French  aca- 

:    demy. 
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demy,  a  foclety  of  poets  and  fine  writers,  or 
thofe  who  arc  fuppofcd  to  be  fiich,  fcems  not 
to  have  had  fiich  frequent  opportunities  of 
making  any  remark  of  this  kind,  and  no- 
where pretends  to  reprefcnt  this  amiable 
quality  as  charaderiftlcal  of  tliat  clafs  of  men 
of  letters  whom  he  celebrates. 

Our  uncertainty  concerning  our  own  merit, 
and  our  anxiety   to   think  favourably  of  ir, 
fhould   together  naturally    enough   make   us 
defirous  to  know  the  opinion  of  other  people 
concerning  it  ;  to  be   more   than   ordinarily 
elevated  when  that  opinion  is  favourable,  and 
to  be  more  than  ordinarily  mortified  when  it 
is  otherwife  :  but  they  fhould  not   make  us 
defirous  either  of  obtaining  the  favourable,  or 
of  avoiding  the  unfavourable  opinion,  by  in- 
trigue and   cabal.     When  a  man  has  bribed 
all  the  judges,  the   mofl:  unanimous  decilion 
of  the  court,  though  it   may   gain  him  his 
law-fuit,  cannot  give  him  any  affurance  that 
he  was  in   the  right :  and  had  he  carried  on 
his  law-fuit  merely  to  fatisfy  himfclf  that  he 
was  in  the  right,  he  never  would  have  bribed 
the  judges.     But  though  he  wifhed  to  find 
himfelf  in  the   right,  he   wiHied   likewife  to 
gain  his  law-fuit  ;  and   therefore   he   bribed 
the   judges.       If  praife   were   of  no    confe- 
quence  to   us,   but  as   a  proof  of  our   own 
s  2  praife- 
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praife-worthlnefs,  we  never  fhould  endeavour 
to  obtain  it  by  unfair  means.  But,  though 
to  wrife  men  it  is,  at  leaft  in  doubtful  cafes, 
of  principal  confequence  upon  this  account ; 
it  is  likewife  of  fome  confequence  upon  its 
own  account :  and  therefore  (we  cannot,  in- 
deed, upon  fuch  occafions,  call  them  wife 
men,  but)  men  very  much  above  the  com- 
mon level  have  fometimes  attempted  both  to 
obtain  pralfe  and  to  avoid  blame,  by  very 
unfair  means. 

Praife  and  blame  exprefs  what  actually  arej 
praife-worthinefs  and  blame-worthinefs,  what 
naturally  ought  to  be  the  fentiments  of  other 
people  with  regard  to  our  charadief  and  con- 
dud:.  The  love  of  praife  is  the  defire  of  ob- 
taining the  favourable  fentiments  of  our 
brethren.  The  love  of  praife-worthinefs  is 
the  defire  of  rendering  ourfelves  the  proper 
objeds  of  thofe  fentiments.  So  far  thofe  two 
principles  refemble  and  are  akin  to  one 
another.  The  like  affinity  and  refemblance 
take  place  between  the  dread  of  blame  and 
that  of  blame-worthinefs. 

The  man  who  defires  to  do,  or  who  actu- 
ally does,  a  praife-worthy  adlion,  may  like- 
wife  defire  the  praife  which  is  due  to  it,  and 
fometimes,  perhaps,  more  than  is  due  to  it. 
The  two  principles  are  in  this  cafe  blended 

together. 
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together.  How  f:ir  his  conduift  may  liave 
been  inllucnced  by  the  one,  and  how  far  by 
the  other,  may  frequently  be  unknown  even 
to  himielf.  It  mult  ahiioft:  always  be  i'o  to 
Other  people.  They  who  are  difpofed  to 
Icffen  the  merit  of  his  conduCl:,  impute  it 
chiefly  or  altogether  to  the  mere  love  of 
praife,  or  to  what  they  call  mere  vanity. 
They  who  are  difpoled  to  think  more  favour- 
ably of  it,  impute  it  chiefly  or  altogether  to  the 
love  of  praife-worthinefs;  to  the  love  of  what 
is  really  honourable  and  noble  in  human  con- 
duO: ;  to  the  defire  not  merely  of  obtaining, 
but  of  deferving  the  approbation  and  applaufe 
of  his  brethren.  The  imagination  of  the 
fpe£lator  throws  upon  it  either  the  one  co* 
lour  or  the  other,  according  either  to  his 
habits  of  thinking,  or  to  the  favour  or  diflike 
which  he  may  bear  to  the  perfon  whofe  con- 
du(ft  he  is  confidering. 

Some  fplenetic  philofophers,  In  judging  of 
human  nature,  have  done  as  peevifh  indivi- 
duals are  apt  to  do  in  judging  of  the  condud: 
of  one  another,  and  have  imputed  to  the 
love  of  praife,  or  to  what  they  call  vanity, 
every  action  which  ought  to  be  afcribcd  to 
that  of  praife-worthinefs.  I  fliall  hereafter 
kave  occafion  to  give  an  account  of  fome  of 
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their  fyflems,  and  fhall  not  at  prefent  ftop  to 
examine  them. 

Very  few  men  can  be  fatisfied  with  their 
own  private  confcioufneis  that  they  have  at- 
tained thofe  quaUties,  or  performed  thofe 
actions,  which  they  admire  and  think  praife- 
worthy  in  other  people ;  unlefs  it  is,  at  the 
fame  time,  generally  acknowledged  that  they 
poffefs  the  one,  or  have  performed  the  other; 
or,  in  other  words,  unlefs  they  have  adually 
obtained  that  praife  which  they  think  due 
both  to  the  one  and  to  the  other.  In  this 
refpe£i:,  however,  men  difier  confiderably 
from  one  another.  Some  feem  indifferent 
about  the  praife,  when,  in  their  ovv^n  minds, 
they  are  perfedly  fatisfied  that  they  have 
attained  the  praife-worthinefs.  Others  ap- 
pear much  lefs  anxious  about  the  praife-wor- 
thinefs than  about  the  praife. 

No  man  can  be  completely,  or  even  toler- 
ably fatisfied,  with  having  avoided  every 
thing  blame-worthy  in  his  condudl  j  unlefs 
he  has  likewife  avoided  the  blame  or  the  re- 
proach. A  wife  man  may  frequently  negle£l 
praife,  even  when  he  has  beft  deferved  it;  but, 
in  all  matters  of  ferious  confequence,  he  will 
moll;  carefully  endeavour  fo  to  regulate  his 
conduct  as  to  avoid,  not  only  blame- worthi- 

nefs^ 
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ncfr,  but,  as  much  as  pollible,  every  proba- 
ble imputation  of  bia.'ne.  He  will  never, 
indeed,  avoid  blame  by  doing  any  tiling 
which  he  judc^es  blame-worthy;  by  omitting 
any  part  ot  his  duty,  or  by  neglecting  any 
opportunity  of  doing  any  thing  which  he 
judges  to  be  really  and  greatly  praife-worthy. 
But,  with  thcfe  modifications,  lie  will  moil 
anxioully  and  carefully  avoid  it.  To  ihovv 
much  anxiety  about  praile,  even  for  praife- 
worthy  anions,  is  feldom  a  mark  of  great 
wifdom,  but  generally  of  fome  degree  of 
weaknefs.  But,  in  being  anxious  to  avoid 
the  Ihadow  of  blame  or  reproach,  there  may 
be  no  weaknefs,  but  frequently  the  moft 
praife-worthy  prudence. 

"  Many  people,"  lays  Cicero,  "  defpife 
glory,  who  are  yet  molf  feverely  mortified 
by  unjuft  reproach  ;  ancl  that  moft  incon- 
fillently."  This  inconfiilency,  liowever, 
feems  to  be  founded  in  the  unalterable  prin- 
ciples of  human  nature. 

The  all-wife  Author  of  Nature  has,  in  this 
manner,  taught  man  to  refpe(ft  the  fentiments 
and  judgments  of  his  brethren  ;  to  be  more 
or  lels  pleafed  when  they  approve  of  his  con- 
duct, and  to  be  more  or  lefs  hurt  when  they 
difapprove  of  it.  He  has  made  man,  if  I 
may  fay  fo,  the  immediate  judge  of  mankind; 
s  4  and 


264  Of  the  Seus iL  Part  III. 

and  has  in  this  refpedt,  as  in  many  others, 
created  him  after  his  own  image,  and  ap- 
pointed him  his  vicegerent  upon  earth,  to 
lliperintend  the  behaviour  of  his  brethren. 
They  are  taught  by  nature,  to  acknowledge 
that  power  and  jurifdidion  which  has  thus 
been  conferred  upon  him,  to  be  more  or  lefs 
humbled  and  mortified  when  they  have  in- 
curred his  cenfure,  and  to  be  more  or  lefs 
elated  when  they  have  obtained  his  applaufe. 
But  though  man  has,  in  this  manner,  been 
rendered  the  immediate  judge  of  mankind, 
he  has  been  rendered  fo  only  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  j  and  an  appeal  lies  from  his  fentence 
to  a  much  higher  tribunal,  to  the  tribunal  of 
their  own  confcienccs,  to  that  of  the  fup- 
pofed  impartial  and  well-informed  fpectator, 
to  that  of  the  man  w^ithin  the  breaft,  the  great 
judge  and  arbiter  of  their  condud.  The 
jurifdidions  of  thofe  two  tribunals  are 
founded  upon  principles  which,  though  in 
fome  refpeds  refembling  and  akin,  are,  how- 
ever, in  reality  different  and  diflind.  The 
jurifdidion  of  the  man  without,  is  founded 
altogether  in  the  defire  of  adual  praife,  and 
in  the  averfion  to  adual  blame.  The  juril!^ 
didion  of  the  man  within,  is  founded  alto- 
gether in  the  defire  of  praife-worthinefs  ;  and 
ia  the  averfzon  to  blame-worthinefs  j  in  the 

defire 
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defire  of  pofTcfTing  thofe  qualities,  and  per- 
foniiing  thofe  adlions,  which  we  love  and 
admire  in  other  people  ;  and  in  the  dread  of 
pofll'iring  thofe  (lualities,  and  performing 
thofe  adlions,  which  we  hate  and  deipife  ia 
other  people.  If  the  man  without  fhould  ap- 
plaud us,  either  for  adions  which  we  have 
not  performed,  or  for  motives  which  had  no 
influence  upon  us ;  the  man  within  can  im- 
mediately humble  that  pride  and  elevation  of 
mind  which  fuch  groundlefs  acclamations 
might  otherwife  occafion,  by  telling  us,  that 
as  we  know  that  we  do  not  deferve  them,  we 
render  ourfelves  defpicable  by  accepting  them. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  man  without  fhould 
reproach  us,  either  for  adlions  which  we 
never  performed,  or  for  motives  v/hich  had 
no  influence  upon  thofe  which  we  may  have 
performed  j  the  man  within  may  immediately 
corred:  this  falfe  judgment,  and  aflure  us,  that 
we  are  by  no  means  the  proper  objeds  of 
that  cenfure  which  has  fo  unjuftly  been  be- 
ftowed  upon  us.  But  in  this  and  in  fomc 
other  cafes,  the  man  within  feems  fometimes, 
as  it  were,  aftonifhed  and  confounded  by  the 
vehemence  and  clamour  of  the  man  without. 
The  violence  and  loudnefs,  with  which  blame 
is  fometimes  poured  out  upon  us,  feems  to 
ftupify   and   benumb   our   natural   fcnfe  of 

praife- 
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praife-worthlnefs  and  blame-worthinefs  ;  and 
the  judgments  of  the  man  within,  though 
not,  perhaps,  abfolutely  altered  or  perverted, 
are,  however,  fo  much  fhaken  in  the  fteadi- 
pefs  and  firmnefs  of  their  decinon,  that  their 
natural  effed,  in  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of 
the  mind,  is  frequently  in  a  great  meafure 
deftroyed.  We  fcarce  dare  to  abfolve  our- 
felves,  when  all  our  brethren  appear  loudly 
to  condemn  us*  The  fuppoled  impartial 
fpe£tator  of  our  condudl  feems  to  give  his 
opinion  in  our  favour  with  fear  and  hefita- 
tion;  when  that  of  all  the  real  fped:ators, 
when  that  of  all  thofe  with  whofe  eyes  and 
from  whofe  ftation  he  endeavours  to  confider 
it,  is  unanimoufly  and  violently  againft  us. 
In  fuch  cafes,  this  demigod  within  the  breaft 
appears,  like  the  demigods  of  the  poets, 
though  partly  of  immortal,  yet  partly  too  of 
mortal  extradtion.  When  his  judgments  are 
fteadily  and  firmly  directed  by  the  fenfe  of 
praife-worthinefs  and  blame-worthinefs,  he 
feems  to  ad:  fuitably  to  his  divine  extraction : 
But  when  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  aftoniflied 
and  confounded  by  the  judgments  of  igno- 
rant and  weak  man,  he  difcovers  his  con- 
nexion with  mortality,  and  appears  to  acft  fuit- 
ably, rather  to  the  human,  than  to  the  divine, 
part  of  his  origin.    " 

In 
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In  fuch  cafes,  the  only  efic(ftual  confola- 
tion  of  humbled  and  aflliclcd  man  lies  in  an 
appeal  to  a  ftill  higher  tilhunal,  to  that  of  the 
all-feeing  Judge  of  the  world,  whofe  eye  can 
never  be  deceived,  and  vvhofe  judgments 
can  never  be  perverted.  A  firm  confidence 
in  the  unerring  re(flitude  of  this  great  tribu- 
nal, before  which  his  innocence  is  in  due 
time  to  be  declared,  and  his  virtue  to  be 
finally  rewarded,  can  alone  fupport  him 
under  the  weaknefs  and  defpondency  of  his 
own  mind,  under  the  perturbation  and  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  man  within  the  breaft,  whom 
nature  has  fet  up  as,  in  this  life,  the  great 
guardian,  not  only  of  his  innocence,  but  of 
his  tranquillity.  Our  happinefs  in  this  life 
is  thus,  upon  many  occafions,  dependent 
upon  the  humble  hope  and  exped:ation  of  a 
life  to  come  :  a  hope  and  expedation  deeply 
rooted  in  human  nature;  which  can  alone 
fupport  its  lofty  ideas  of  its  own  dignity ; 
can  alone  illumine  the  dreary  profpedl:  of  its 
continually  approaching  mortality,  and  main- 
tain its  cheerfulnefs  under  all  the  heaviefl 
calamities  to  which,  from  the  diforders  of 
this  life,  it  may  fometimes  be  expofed.  That 
there  is  a  world  to  come,  where  exaS:  jufticc 
will  be  done  to  every  man,  where  every 
man  will  be  ranked  with  thofe  who,  in  the 

moral 
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moral  and  intellectual  qualities,  are  really  his 
equals ;  where  the  owner  of  thofe  humble 
talents  and  virtues  which,  from  being  de- 
ppeffed  by  fortune,  had,  in  this  life,  no 
opportunity  of  difplaylng  themfelves ;  which 
were  unknown,  not  only  to  the  public,  but 
which  he  himfelf  could  fcarce  be  fure  that  he 
poUefled,  and  lor  which  even  the  man  with- 
in the  bread  could  fcarce  venture  to  afford 
him  any  diilind:  and  clear  teftimony  ;  where 
that  modeft,  filent,  and  unknown  merit  will 
be  placed  upon  a  level,  and  fometimes  above 
thofe  whOj  in  this  world,  had  enjoyed  the 
higheft  reputation,  and  vv'ho,  from  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  fituation,  had  been  enabled 
to  perform  the  mod  fplendid  and  dazzling 
actions ;  is  a  doctrine  in  every  refped:  fo 
venerable,  fo  comfortable  to  the  weaknefs,  fo 
flattering  to  the  grandeur  of  human  nature, 
that  the  virtuous  man  who  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  doubt  of  it,  cannot  poffibly  avoid 
wifliing  moft  earneAly  and  anxioully  to  be- 
lieve it.  It  could  never  have  been  expofed 
to  the  derifion  of  the  fcofFer,  had  not  the  dif- 
tribution  of  rewards  and  punifhments,  which 
fome  of  its  moft  zealous  alferters  have  taught 
us  was  to  be  made  in  that  world  to  come, 
been  too  frequently  in  dire*^  oppofition  to  all 
our  moral  fentiments. 

That 
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That  the  afliduous  courtier  is  often  more 
favoured  than  the  faithful  and  acftive  fcrvant; 
that  attendance  and  adulation  arc  often  fliorter 
and  liirer  roads  to  preferments  than  merit  or 
fcrvice*;  and  that  a  campaign  at  Verfailles  or 
St.  James's  is  often  worth  two  either  in  Ger- 
many or  Flanders,  is  a  complaint  which  we 
have  all  heard  from  many  a  venerable,  hut 
dlfcontented,  old  oiTicer.  But  what  is  conii- 
dered  as  the  grcateft  reproach  even  to  the 
weaknefs  of  earthly  fovereigns,  has  been 
afcribed,  as  an  adt  of  juftice,  to  divine  per- 
fedlion  ;  and  the  duties  of  devotion,  the  pub- 
lic and  private  worfnlp  of  the  Deity,  have 
been  reprefcnted,  even  by  men  of  virtue  and 
abilities,  as  the  fole  virtues  which  can  either 
entitle  to  reward  or  exempt  from  punifhment 
in  the  life  to  come.  They  were  the  virtues, 
perhaps,  moft  fuitable  to  their  ftation,  and  in 
which  they  themfelves  chiefly  excelled  ;  and 
we  are  all  naturally  dlfpofed  to  over-rate  the 
excellencies  of  our  own  characters.  In  the 
difcourfe  which  the  eloquent  and  philofophi- 
cal  Maflillon  pronounced,  on  giving  his  be- 
nediction to  the  ftandards  of  the  regiment  of 
Catinat,  there  is  the  following  addrefs  to  the 
officers  :  "  What  is  moft  deplorable  in  your 
**  fituation,    Gentleman,    is,    that    in  a    life 

"  hard 
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"  hard  and  painful,  iri  which  the  fervlces  and 
**  the  duties  foitietimes  go  beyofid  the  rigour 
*'  and  feverity  of  the  moft  auftere  cloifters  ; 
"  you  fuflfer  always  In  vain  for  the  life  to 
*'  come,  and  frequently  even  for  this  life. 
"  Alas !  the  folitary  monk  In  his  cell,  ob- 
*'  llged  to  mortify  the  fiefh  and  to  fubjed  it  to 
"  the  fpirit,  is  fupported  by  the  hope  of 
"  an  aflured  recompence,  and  by  the  fecret 
•'  undlion  of  that  grace  which  foftens  the 
"  yoke  of  the  Lord.  But  you,  on  the  bed 
*'  of  death,  can  you  dare  to  reprefent  to  Him 
*'  your  fatigues  and  the  daily  hardfhips  of 
*'  your  employment  ?  can  you  dare  to  folicit 
*'  Him  for  any  recompence  ?  and  in  all  the 
"  exertions  that  you  have  made,  in  all  the 
*'  violences  that  you  have  done  to  yourfelves, 
"  what  is  there  that  He  ought  to  place  to 
"  His  own  account  ?  The  beft  days  of  yout 
"  life,  however,  have  been  facrificed  to  yout 
*'  profeffion,  and  ten  years  fervice  has  more 
"  worn  out  your  body,  than  would,  perhaps, 
"  have  done  a  whole  life  of  repentance  and 
"  mortification.  Alas !  my  brother,  one 
*'  fmgle  day  of  thofe  fufferings,  confecrated 
"  to  the  Lord,  would,  perhaps,  have  ob- 
"  tained  you  an  eternal  happinefs.  One 
"  fmgle  adion,  painful  to  nature,  and  offered 
*'  up  to  Him,  would,  perhaps,  have  fecured 

2  "  to 
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"  to  you  the  inheritance  of  the  Saints.  And 
"  you  have  done  all  tliis,  and  in  vain,  for 
"  this  world." 

To  compare,  in  this  manner,  the  futile 
mortifications  of  a  monaftery,  to  the  enno- 
bling hard(hips  and  hazards  of  war ;  to  fup- 
pofc  that  one  day,  or  one  hour,  employed  in 
the  former  fiiould,  in  the  eye  of  the  great 
fudge  of  the  world,  have  more  merit  than  a 
whole  life  fpent  honourably  in  the  latter,  is 
furely  contrary  to  all  our  moral  fcntiraents ; 
to  all  the  principles  by  which  nature  has 
taught  us  to  regulate  our  contempt  or  ad- 
miration. It  is  this  fpirit,  however,  which, 
while  it  has  rcferved  the  celcflial  regions  for 
monks  and  friars,  or  for  thofe  whofe  con- 
duct and  converfation  refembled  thofe  of 
monks  and  friars,  has  condemned  to  the  in- 
fernal all  the  heroes,  all  the  ftatefmen  and 
lawgivers,  all  the  poets  and  philofophers  of 
former  ages ;  all  thofe  who  have  invented, 
improved,  or  excelled  in  the  arts  which  con- 
tribute to  the  fubfiftence,  to  the  conveniency, 
or  to  the  ornament  of  human  life ;  all  the 
great  protestors,  inftruclors,  and  benefactors 
of  mankind  ;  all  thofe  to  whom  our  natural 
fenfe  of  praife-worthincfs  forces  us  to  afcribe 
the  liighefl  merit  and  moft  exalted  virtue. 
Can  we  wonder  that  fo  flrange  an  application 

of 
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of  this  moft  refpedable  do£lnne  fhould 
fometimes  have  expofed  it  to  contempt  and 
derifion  ;  with  thofe  at  leaft  who  had  thetn- 
felves,  perhaps,  no  great  tafle  or  turn  for  the 
devout  and  contemplative  virtues  *  ? 


CHAP.  III. 

Of  fbe  Jjifluence  and  Authority  of  Confciencc* 

-r)UT  though  the  approbation  of  his  own 
-*-^  confcience  can  fcarce,  upon  fome  extra- 
ordinary occafions,  content  the  weaknefs  of 
man ;  though  the  teftimony  of  the  fuppofed 
impartial  fpediator  of  the  great  inmate  of  the 
breaft,  cannot  always  alone  fupport  him ; 
yet  the  influence  and  authority  of  this  prin- 
ciple is,  upon  all  occafions,  very  great ;  and 
it  is  only  by  confuking  this  judge  within, 
that  we  can  ever  fee  what  relates  to  ourfelves 
in  its  proper  fhape  and  dimenfions ;  or  that 
we  can  ever  make  any  proper  comparifon 
between  our  own  interefts  and  thofe  of  other 
people. 

*  See  Voltaire. 

Vous  y  grillez  fage  et  dofte  Platon, 
Divin  Homere,  eloquent  Ciceron,  &c. 
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As  to  the  eye  of  the  body,  objeds  appear 
great  or  fmall,  not  fo  much  according  to  their 
real  dimeniions,  as  according  to  tlie  ncarnefs 
or  dillancc  of  their  lituation  ;  fo  do  they  Hkc- 
wifc  to  what  may  be  called  the  natural  eye  of 
the  mind :  and  we  remedy  the  defed:s  of 
both  thefe  organs  pretty  much  in  the  fame 
manner.  In  my  preient  fituation  an  im- 
menfe  landfcape  of  lawns  and  woods,  and 
diftant  mountains,  feems  to  do  no  more  than 
cover  the  little  window  which  I  write  by, 
and  to  be  out  of  all  proportion  lefs  than 
the  cliamber  in  which  I  am  fitting.  I 
can  form  a  juft  comparifon  between  thofe 
great  objeds  and  the  little  objeds  around 
me,  in  no  other  way,  than  by  tranfporting 
myfelf,  at  leall  in  fancy,  to  a  different  fta- 
tion,  from  whence  I  can  furvey  both  at 
nearly  equal  diftanccs,  and  thereby  form 
fome  judgment  of  their  real  proportions. 
Habit  and  experience  have  taught  mc  to  do 
this  fo  eafily  and  fo  readily,  that  I  am  fcarce 
fenfible  that  I  do  it ;  and  a  man  mufl  be,  in 
fome  meafare,  acquainted  with  the  philofo- 
phy  of  vifion,  before  he  can  be  thoroughly 
convinced  how  little  thofe  diftant  objcdls 
would  appear  to  the  eye,  if  the  imagination, 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  real  magnitudes, 
did  not  fwell  and  dilate  them. 

VOL.  u  T  In 
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In  tlie  fame  manner,  to  the  felfifh  and 
original  paffions  of  human  nature,  the  lofs 
or  gain  of  a  very  fmall  intereft  of  our  own, 
appears  to  be  of  vaftly  more  importance,  ex- 
cites a  much  more  paffionate  joy  or  forrow,  a 
much  more  ardent  defire  or  averfion,  than 
the  greateft  concern  of  another  with  whom 
we  have  no  particular  connexion.  His  in- 
tereflis,  as  long  as  they  are  furveyed  from  his 
ftation,  can  never  be  put  into  the  balance 
with  our  own,  can  never  reftrain  us  from 
doing  whatever  may  tend  to  promote  our 
own;  how  ruinous  foever  to  him.  Before 
we  can  make  any  proper  comparifon  of  thofe 
oppofite  interefts,  we  muft  change  our  pofi- 
tion.  We  muft  view  them,  neither  from 
our  own  place  nor  yet  from  his,  neither  with 
our  own  eyes  nor  yet  with  his,  but  from  the 
place  and  with  the  eyes  of  a  third  perfon, 
who  has  no  particular  connexion  with  either, 
and  who  judges  with  impartiality  between 
us.  Here,  too,  habit  and  experience  have 
*  taught  us  to  do  this  fo  eafily  and  fo  readily, 
that  we  are  fcarce  fenfible  that  we  do  it ;  and 
it  requires,  in  this  cafe  too,  fome  degree 
of  refledion,  and  even  of  philofophy,  to 
convince  us,  how  little  intereft  we  (hould 
take  in  the  greateft  concerns  of  our  neigh- 
bour^   how    little    we   (hould    be    affeded 

by 
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by  whatever  relates  to  him,  if  the  fcnfc 
of  propriety  and  juftice  did  not  correct  the 
•jthervvife  natural  inequahty  of  our  Ibnti- 
mcnts. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  great  empire  of 
China,  with  all  its  myriads  of  inhabitants, 
was  fuddenly  fwallowed  up  by  an  earth- 
quake, and  let  us  confuler  how  a  man  of  hu- 
manity in  Europe,  who  had  no  fort  of  con- 
nexion with  that  part  of  the  world,  would 
be  affeiflcd  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  this 
dreadful  calamity.  He  would,  I  imagine, 
firft:  of  all,  exprefs  very  ilrongly  his  forrow 
for  the  misfortune  of  that  unhappy  people, 
he  would  make  many  melancholy  reflciSlions 
upon  the  precarioufnefs  of  human  life,  and 
the  vanity  of  all  the  labours  of  man,  which 
could  thus  be  annihilated  in  a  moment.  He 
would  too,  perhaps,  if  he  w^as  a  man  of  fpe- 
culation,  enter  into  many  rcafonings  concern- 
ing the  efre(fts  w^hich  this  difafter  might  pro- 
duce upon  the  commerce  of  Europe,  and 
tlus  trade  and  bufmefs  of  the  world  in  gene* 
ral.  And  when  all  this  fine  philofophy  was 
over,  when  all  thefe  humane  fentiments  had 
been  once  fairly  exprefl'ed,  he  w^ould  purfue 
".his  bufinefs  or  his  pleafure,  take  his  repofe 
or  his  diverfion,  with  the  fime  eafe  and  tran- 
quillity as  if  no  fuch  accident  had  Jiappened. 
The  mod  frivolous  difafter  which  could  be- 
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fal  hlmfdf  would  occafion  a  more  real  dii- 
turbance.  If  he  \vas  to  lofe  his  little  fineer 
to-morrow,  he  would  not  Deep  to-night;  but, 
provided  he  never  faw  them,  he  will  fnore 
with  the  moft  profound  fecurity  over  the 
ruin  of  a  hundred  millions  of  his  brethren, 
and  the  deftrudlion  of  that  immenfe  multi- 
tude feems  plainly  an  objedt  lefs  interefting 
to  him,  than  this  paltry  misfortune  of  hi?/ 
ov/n.  To  prevent,  therefore,  this  paltry 
misfortune  to  himfelf,  would  a  man  of  huma- 
nity be  willing  to  facrifice  the  lives  of  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  his  brethren,  provided  he 
had  never  feen  them  ?  Human  nature  ftartles 
with  horror  at  the  thought,  and  the  world, 
in  its  greateft  depravity  and  corruption,  never 
produced  fuch  a  villain  as  could  be  capable 
of  entertaining  it.  But  v/hat  makes  this 
difference  ?  when  our  paffive  feelings  are 
almoft  always  fo  fordid  and  fo  felfifh,  how 
comes  it  that  our  adtive  principles  (hould 
often  be  fo  generous  and  fo  noble  ?  When 
we  are  always  fo  much  more  deeply  affed:ed 
by  whatever  concerns  ourfelves,  than  by 
v/hatever  concerns  other  men ;  what  is  it 
which  prompts  the  generous,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  and  the  mean  upon  many,  to  facrifice 
their  own  intereft  to  the  greater  interefts  of 
others  ?  It  is  not  the  foft  power  of  humanity, 
it  is  not  that  feeble  fpark  of   benevolence 

which 
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which  Nature   has  lighted  up  in  the  liumaii 
heart,  that  is  tlius   capable   of  counteracting 
the  llrongell   impuUes  of  felf-love.      It  is  a 
Wronger    power,    a     more    forcible    motive, 
which  exerts  itfelf  upon  fuch  occafions.      It  is 
reafon,  principle,  confcience,   the  inhabitant 
of  the    brcaft,  the    man    wathin,    the    great 
judge  and  arbiter  of  our  condudt.     It  is  he 
who,  whenever  we  are  about  to  ad:  fo  as  to 
afted  the  happincfs  of  others,  calls  to  us,  with 
a  voice  capable  of  aftonifhing  the  moft  pre- 
fumptuous  of  our  paflions,  that  we  are  but 
one  of  the  multitude,   in   no  refpe<5t  better 
than  any  other  in  it  ;  and  that  when  we  pre- 
fer ourfelves  fo  fhamefully  and  fo  blindly  to 
others,    we    become   the   proper    obje<fts   of 
refentment,  abhorrence,  and  execration.     It 
is  from  him  only  that  we  learn  the  real  little- 
nefs  of  ourfelves,  and  of  whatever  relates  to 
ourfelves,  and  the  natural  mifreprefentations 
of  felf-love  can  be  corrected  only  by  the  eye 
of  this    impartial   fpecSlator.     It    is    he  who 
iliow^s  us  the  propriety  of  generofity  and  the 
deformity  of  injullice  ;  the  propriety  of  re- 
figning  the  greateft  interefts  of  our  own,  for 
the  yet  greater  interefts  of  others  3  and  the 
deformity  of  doing  the  fmalleft  injury  to  ano- 
ther, in   order  to   obtain   the  greateft  benefit 
to  ourfelves.     It  is  not  the  love  of  our  neigh- 
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hour,  it  is  not  tlie  love  of  mankind,  v/hich 
upon  many  occafions  prompts  us  to  the  prac- 
tice of  thofe  divine  virtues.  It  is  a  ftronger 
love,  a  more  powerful  affedlion,  Vv^hich  gene- 
raUy  takes  place  upon  fuch  occafions ;  the 
love  of  what  is  honourable  and  noble,  of  the 
grandeur,  and  dignity,  and  fuperiority  of  our 
own  charadters. 

When  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  others 
depends  in  any  refpedl  upon  our  conduct, 
we  dare  not,  as  felt-love  might  iuggeft  to  us, 
prefer  the  intcreft  of  one  to  that  of  many. 
The  man  wUhin  immediately  calls  to  us,  that 
we  value  ourfelves  too  much  ancf  other  peo- 
ple too  little,  an-d  that,  by  doing  fo,  we 
render  ourfelves  the  proper  obje6t  of  the  con- 
tempt and  indignation  of  our  brethren.  Nei- 
ther is  this  fentiment  confined  to  men  of 
extraordinary  magnanimity  and  virtue.  It 
is  deeply  imprcfled  upon  every  tolerably 
good  foldier,  who  feels  that  he  would  become 
the  fcorn  of  his  companions,  if  he  could  be 
fuppofed  capable  of  fhrinking  from  danger, 
or  of  hefitating,  either  to  expofe  or  to  throw 
away  his  life,  when  the  good  of  the  fervice 
required  it. 

Qne  individual  mufl  never  prefer  himfelf 
fo  much  even  to  any  other  individual,  as  to 
hurt  or  injure  that  other,  in  order  to  benefit 
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hlinfelf,  th'^ugVi  the  benefit  to  the  one  ihoiilj 
be  much  greater  than  the  hurt  or  injury  to 
the  other.  The  poor  man  muft  neither  de- 
fraud nor  deal  from  the  rich,  though  tlic 
acquilition  might  be  much  more  beneficial 
to  the  one  than  the  loQ;  could  be  hurtful  to 
the  other.  The  man  within  immediately 
calls  to  him,  in  this  cafe  too,  that  he  is  no 
better  than  his  neighbour,  and  that  by  his 
unjuft  preference  he  renders  himfelf  the  pro- 
per object  of  the  contempt  and  indignation 
of  m.ankind  :  as  well  as  of  the  puuilhment 
which  that  contempt  and  indignation  muft 
naturally  difpofe  them  to  inflid,  for  having 
thus  violated  one  of  thofe  facred  rules,  upon 
the  tolerable  obfervation  of  which  depend 
the  whole  fecurity  and  peace  of  human 
focietv.  There  is  no  commonly  honcrt:  man 
who  does  not  more  dread  the  inward  difgrace 
of  fuch  an  adion,  the  indelible  flaln  wliich 
it  would  for  ever  ftamp  upon  his  own  mind, 
than  the  greateft  external  calamity  which, 
'without  any  fault  of  his  own,  could  pofTibly 
befal  him  ;  and  who  does  not  inwardly  feel 
the  truth  of  that  great  ftoical  maxim,  that 
for  one  m,an  to  deprive  another  unjuftly  of 
any  thing,  or  uniuftly  to  promote  his  own 
advantage  by  the  lofs  or  difadvantage  of  an- 
other, is  more  contrary  to  nature,  than 
T  4  death, 
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death,  than  poverty,  than  pain,  than  all  the 
misfortunes  which  can  affedt  him,  either  in 
Lis  body,  or  in  his  external  circumftances. 

When  the  happinefs  or  milery  of  others, 
indeed,  in  no  refpecl  depends  upon  our  con- 
dud:,  when  our  interefts  are  altogether  fepa- 
rated  and  detached  from  theirs,  fo  that  there 
is  neither  connexion  nor  competition  between 
them,  we  do  not  always  think  it  fo  necefiary 
to  reftrain,  either  our  natural  and,  perhaps, 
improper  anxiety  about  our  own  affairs,  or 
our   natural  and,  perhaps,  equally  improper 
indifterence  about  thofe  of  other  men.     The 
moft  vulgar  education  teaches  us  to  ad,  upon 
all  important  occafions,    with    fome  fott  of 
impartiality   between    ourfelves    and  others, 
and    even    the    ordinary    commerce    of  the 
world  is  capable  of  adjuiling  our  adive  prin- 
ciples to  fome  degree  of  propriety.      But  it 
is  the  moft  artificial   and   refined  education 
only,  it  has  been  faid,  which  can  corred  the 
inequalities  of  our  paffive  feelings ;  and  we 
muft  for  this  purpofe,  it  has  been  pretended, 
have  recpurfe  to  the  fevereft,  as  well  as  to 
the  profoundeft  philofophy. 

Two  difierent  fets  of  philofophers  have 
attempted  to  teach  us  this  hardeft  of  all  the 
leffons  of  morality.  One  fet  have  laboured 
to  increafe  our  fenfibility  to  the  interefts  of 
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others;  anotlicr,  to  diininllh  that  to  our 
own.  The  hrft  would  have  us  feel  for  others 
ns  we  natur.illy  feel  for  ourfelves.  The  fe- 
cond  would  have  us  feel  for  ourlelvcs  as  wc 
naturally  feel  for  others.  Both,  perhaps, 
have  earried  their  dodlrines  a  good  deal  be- 
yond the  juft  ftandard  of  nature  and  pro- 
priety. 

The  firfl:  of  thofe  whinhig  and  melancholy 
moralifts,  who  are  perpetually  reproaching 
us  with  our  happinefs,  while  fo  many  of  our 
brethren  are  in  mil'ery  *,  who  regard  as  im- 
})ious  the  natural  joy  of  profperity,  which 
does  not  think  of  the  many  wretches  that  are 
at  every  inilant  labouring  under  all  forts  of 
palamities,  in  the  languor  of  poverty,  in  the 
agony  of  difcafe,  in  the  horrors  of  death, 
under  tlie  infults  and  oppreifion  of  their 
enemies.  Commiferation  for  thofe  miferies 
which  we  never  faw,  which  wc  never  heard 
pt,  but  which  wc  may  be  aifured  are  at  all 
times  infefting  fuch  numbers  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  ought,  they  think,  to  damp  the 
pleal'ures  of  the  fortunate,  and  to  render  a 
certain  melancholy  dejedion  habitual  to  all 
men.     But  firft  of  all,  this  extreme  fympa- 

*    Sfc  Thomfon's  Seafons,  Wii.ter  : 

"  Ah  !    litdc  think  the  gay  hVentious   prouj,"  &c,     See 
flip  FJcji. 
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thy  with  misfortunes  which  we  know  no- 
thing ahout,  feems  aUogether  abfurd  and 
unreafonable.  Take  the  whole  earth  at  an 
average,  for  one  man  who  fuffers  pain  or 
mifery,  you  will  find  twenty  in  profperity  and 
joy,  or  at  leaft  in  tolerable  circumftances.  No 
reafon,  furely,  can  be  afligned  why  we 
fhould  rather  weep  with  the  one  than  rejoice 
with  the  twenty.  This  artificial  commifer- 
ation,  hefides,  is  not  only  abfiird,  but  feems 
altogether  unattainable  ;  and  thofe  who  affedl 
this  charader  have  commonly  nothing  but  a 
certain  affeded  and  fentimental  fadnefs, 
which,  without  reaching  the  heart,  ferves 
only  to  render  the  countenance  and  conver- 
fation  impertinently  difmal  and  difagreeable. 
And  laft  of  all,  this  difpofition  of  mind, 
though  it  could  be  attained,  would  be  per- 
fedly  ufelefs,  and  could  ferve  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  render  miferable  the  perfon  who 
pofiefled  it.  Whatever  intereft  we  take  in 
the  fortune  of  thofe  with  whom  we  have  no 
acquaintance  or  connexion,  and  who  are 
placed  altogether  out  of  the  fphere  of  our 
activity,  can  produce  only  anxiety  to  our- 
felves,  without  any  manner  of  advantage  to 
them.  To  what  purpofe  Ihould  we  trouble 
ourfelves  about  the  world  in  the  moon  ?  All 
men,  even  thofe  at  the  greateil  diftance,  are 

no 
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no  doubt  entitled  to  our  good  wldics,  and 
our  good  willies  wc  naturally  give  them. 
But  if,  notvvithftanding,  they  fhould  be  un- 
fortunate, to  give  ourfelves  any  anxiety  upon 
that  account,  fcems  to  be  no  part  of  our 
duty.  That  wc  fliould  be  but  little  inter-r 
efted,  therefore,  in  the  fortune  of  thofe 
ivhoin  we  can  neither  ferve  nor  hurt,  and 
who  arc  in  every  refpedl  fo  very  remote 
from  us,  feems  wifely  ordered  by  Nature ; 
and  if  it  were  poffible  to  alter  in  this  refpe<5t 
the  original  conftitution  of  our  frame,  we 
could  yet  gain  nothing  by  the  change. 

It  is  never  obje^led  to  us  that  we  have  too 
little  fellow-feeling  with  the  joy  of  iuccefs. 
Wherever  envy  does  not  prevent  it,  the 
favour  which  w^e  bear  to  profperity  is  rather 
apt  to  be  too  great ;  and  the  fame  mora'ifts 
who  blame  ui  for  want  of  fufficlent  fympa- 
thy  with  the  miferable,  reproach  us  for  the 
levity  with  which  we  are  too  apt  to  admire 
and  almoft  to  worfliip  the  fortunate,  the 
powerful,  and  the  rich. 

Among  the  moralifts  who  endeavour  to 
corredt  the  natural  inequality  of  our  prvfTive 
feelings  by  diminifliing  our  fenfibility  to 
what  peculiarly  concerns  ourfelves,  we  may 
count  all  the  ancient  feds  of  philoro[^}icrs, 
but  particularly  the  ancient   Stoics.     Man, 

according 


384  Of  the  Sense  Part  III, 

according  to  the  Stoics,  ought  to  regard  him- 
felf,  not  as  fomething  feparated  and  detached, 
but  as  a  citizen  of  the  world,  a  member  of 
the  vaft  commonwealth  of  nature.  To  the 
interell  of  this  great  community,  he  ought  at 
all  times  to  be  willing  that  his  own  little  in- 
terell fhould  be  facrificed.  Whatever  con- 
cerns himfelf,  ought  to  affect  him  no  more 
than  whatever  concerns  any  other  equally 
important  part  of  this  immenfe  fyftem.  We 
fhould  view  ourfelves,  not  in  the  Hght  in 
■yvhich  our  own  felfiih  pafiions  are  apt  to 
place  us,  but  in  the  light  in  which  any  other 
citizen  of  the  world  would  view  us.  What 
befals  ourfelves  we  fhould  regard  as  what 
bcfals  our  neighbour,  or,  v/hat  comes  to  the 
fame  thing,  as  our  neighbour  regards  what 
befals  us.  "  When  our  neighbour,"  fays 
Epicletus,  "  lofes  his  wife,  or  his  fon,  there 
"  is  nobody  who  is  not  fenfible  that  this  is  a 
"  human  calamity,  a  natural  event  altoge- 
"  ther  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
*'  things;  but,  when  the  fame  thing  Iiappens 
*'  to  ourfelves,  then  we  cry  out,  as  if  we 
"  had  fuffered  the  moft  dreadful  misfortune. 
*'  We  ought,  however,  to  remember  how 
"  we  were  affected  when  this  accident  hap- 
"  pened  to  another,  and  fuch  as  w^e  were  in 
^'  his  cafe,  fuch  ought  v^'C  to  be  in  our  own," 
\  I  Thofe 
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Thole  private  mistbrtunes,  for  wliich  GUI' 
feelings  are  apt  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  of 
propriety,  are  ot  two  different  kinds.  'I'licy 
are  either  fuch  as  affedl  us  only  indircdly,  by 
alleging,  in  the  lirft  place,  fome  other  per- 
ions  who  are  particularly  dear  to  us ;  fuch  as 
nur  parents,  our  children,  our  brothers  and 
ijllers,  our  intimate  friends ;  or  they  are  fuch 
as  alfect  ourfelves  immediately  and  diredtly, 
cither  in  our  body,  in  our  fortune,  or  in  our 
reputation  y  fuch  as  pain,  ficknefs,  approach- 
ing death,  poverty,  difgrace,  <Scc. 

In  misfortunes  of  the  tirft  kind,  our  emo- 
tions may,  no  doubt,  go  very  much  bevond 
what  exact  propriety  will  admit  of;  but  they 
may  likewife  fall  fhort  of  it,  and  they  fre- 
quently do  fo.  The  man  who  fhould  feel  no 
more  for  the  death  or  diftrefs  of  his  own 
father,  or  fon,  than  for  thofe  of  any  other 
man's  father  or  fon,  .would  appear  neither 
a  good  ion  nor  a  good  fiither.  Such  unna- 
tural indifference,  far  from  exciting  our  ap- 
plaufe,  would  incur  our  higheft  difapproba- 
tion.  Of  thofe  domeftic  af^edions,  however, 
fome  are  moft  apt  to  offend  by  their  excefs, 
and  others  by  their  defed:.  Nature,  for  the 
wifeft  purposes,  has  rendered  in  moft  men, 
perhaps  in  all  men,  parental  tendernefs  a 
much    ftronger    affedion    than    hlial    piety. 

The 


The  continuance  and  propagation  of  the 
fpecies  depend  altogether  upon  the  former, 
and  not  upon  the  latter.  In  ordinary  cafes, 
the  exifience  and  prefervation  of  the  child 
depend  altogether  upon  the  care  of  the 
parents.  Thofe  of  the  parents  feldom  de- 
pend upon  that  of  the  child.  Nature,  there- 
fore, has  rendered  the  former  alFedlion  fo 
ftrong,  that  it  generally  requires  not  to  be 
excited,  but  to  be  moderated  ;  and  moralifts 
feldom  endea'\'our  to  teach  us  how  to  in- 
dulge, but  geaerally  how  to  reftrain  our  fond- 
nefn,  our  exceffive  attachment,  the  unjuft 
|)reference  which  we  are  difpofed  to  give  to 
our  own  children  above  thofe  of  other 
people.  They  exhort  us,  on  the  contrary, 
to  an  affedtionate  attention  to  our  parents, 
and  to  make  a  proper  return  to  them  in  their 
old  age,  for  the  kindnefs  w^hich  they  had 
£hown  to  us  in  our  infancy  and  youth.  In 
the  Decalogue  we  are  commanded  to  honour 
our  fathers  and  mothers.  No  mention  is 
made  of  the  love  of  our  children.  Nature 
had  fuihciently  prepared  us  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  latter  duty.  Men  are  feldom 
accufed  of  afFed:ing  to  be  fonder  of  their 
children  than  they  really  are.  They  have 
fometimes  been  fufpeded  of  difplaying  their 
piety  to  their  parents  with  too  much  often- 

tatioij. 
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tatlon.  The  oftentatious  fonow  of  widows 
has,  for  a  Hkc  rcaibn,  been  luipected  of  in- 
fincerity.  AVe  ihould  refpeO,  could  \vc  be- 
lieve it  fincere,  even  the  excefs  of  fuch  kind 
affedions ;  and  thougli  \vc  miglit  not  pcr- 
fedlly  approve,  Vv  c  fliould  net  feverely  con- 
demn it.  That  it  appears  pralfc-worthy,  at 
lead  in  the  eyes  of  thole  who  afiedl  it,  the 
very  affcd:ation  is  a  proof. 

Even  the  excels  of  thofe  kind  affedions 
which  are  moft  apt  to  offend  by  their  excefs, 
though  it  may  appear  blameahle,  never  ap- 
pears odious.  Wc  blame  the  exceffive  fond- 
nefs  and  anxiety  of  a  parent,  as  fomething 
which  may,  in  the  end,  prove  hurtful  to  the 
child,  and  which  in  the  mean  time,  is  excef- 
fively  inconvenient  to  the  parent ;  but  we 
cafily  pardon  it,  and  never  regard  it  with 
hatred  and  deteflation.  But  the  defecl  of 
this  ufually  cxceffivc  affc<5lion  appears  always 
peculiarly  odious. 

The  man  who  appears  to  feel  nothing  for 
his  own  children,  but  who  treats  them  upon 
all  occafions  with  unmerited  fcvcrity  and 
harfhnefs,  feems  of  all  brutes  the  moft  de- 
teftable.  The  fenfe  of  propriety,  fo  far  from 
requiring  us  to  eradicate  altogether  that  ex- 
traordinary fenfibility,  which  we  naturally 
feel  fo^  the  misfortunes  of  our  neareft  con- 
nexions, 
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neflions,  is  always  much  more  offended  bv 
the  defe<ft,  than  it  ever  is  by  the  excefs  of 
that  lenfibility.  The  ftoical  apathy  is,  in 
fuch  cafes,  never  agreeable,  and  all  the  me- 
taphyfical  fophifms  by  w^hich  it  is  fupportcd 
can  feidom  ferve  any  other  purpofe  than  to 
blow  up  the  hard  infenfibility  of  a  coxcomb 
to  ten  times  its  native  impertinence.  The 
poets  and  romance  writers,  who  beft  paint 
the  refinements  and  delicacies  of  love  and 
friendfliip,  and  of  all  other  private  and  domef- 
tic  affections,  Racine  and  Voltaire  ;  Richard- 
fon,  Maurivaux,  and  Riccoboni ;  are,  iii  fuch 
cafes,  much  better  inftruftors  than  Zeno, 
Chryfippus,  or  Epidetus. 

That  moderated  fenfibility  to  the  misfor- 
tunes of  others,  which  does  not  difqualify  us 
for  the  performance  of  any  duty  j  the  melan- 
choly and  affectionate  remembrance  of  our 
departed  friends;  the  pang  ^  as  Gray  fays,  to 
fecret forrow  dear ;  are  by  no  means  unde- 
licious  fcnfations.  Though  they  outwardly 
•wear  the  features  of  pain  and  grief,  they  are 
all  inwardly  ftamped  with  the  ennobling 
characters  of  virtue  and  felf-approbation. 

It  is  otherwife  in  the  misfortunes  which 
affedt  ourfelves  immediately  and  direCtlyj 
(either  in  our  body,  in  our  fortune,  or  in  our 
reputation.     The  fenfe  of  propriety  is  much 

more 
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more  apt  to  be  ofTcndcd  by  the  excefs,  than 
by  the  dcfcd:  of  our  fcnlibility,  and  there 
are  but  very  few  cafes  in  wliich  we  can  ap- 
proach too  near  to  the  floical  apathy  and  in- 
dilTference. 

That  we  have  very  httle  fellow  feeling 
whh  any  of  the  pafTions  which  take  their 
origin  from  the  body,  has  already  been  ob- 
ferved.  That  pain  which  is  occafioned  by 
an  evident  caufe ;  fuch  as,  the  cutting;  or 
tearing  of  the  flclL  ;  is,  perhaps,  the  affec- 
tion of  the  body  with  which  the  fpedlator 
feels  the  moll  lively  fympathy.  The  ap- 
proaching death  of  his  neighbour,  too,  fel- 
dom  fails  to  affctSl  him  a  good  deal.  In  both 
cafes,  however,  he  feels  fo  very  little  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  the  pcrfon  principally  con- 
cerned feels,  that  the  latter  can  fcarce  ever 
offend  the  former  by  appearing  to  fuffcr  with 
too  much  cafe. 

The  mere  want  of  fortune,  mere  poverty, 
excites  little  compaffion.  Its  complaints  are 
too  apt  to  be  the  objeds  rather  of  contempt 
than  of  fellow-feeling.  We  defpife  a  beggar; 
and,  though  his  importunities  may  extort  an 
alms  from  us,  he  is  fcarce  ever  ihe  ol^jcct  of 
any  ferious  commileration.  The  fall  from 
riches  to  poverty,  as  it  commonly  oceafions 
the  mofl:  real  diilrefs  to  the  fufferer,  fo  it 
VOL.  I.  u  feldcm 


290  Of  the  SEt^sE  Part  lit. 

feldom  falls  to  excite  the  moft  fmcere  com- 
rniferation  in  the  fpecftator.  Though  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  fociety,  this  misfortune  can 
feldom  happen  without  fome  mifcondu£t,  and 
fome  very  confiderahle  mifcondufl:  too,  in 
the  fufferer  ;  yet  he  is  almoft  always  fo  much 
pitied  that  he  is  fcarce  ever  allowed  to  fall 
into  the  loweft  ftate  of  poverty  ;  but  by  the 
means  of  his  friends,  frequently  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  thcfe  very  creditors  who  have 
much  reafon  to  complain  of  his  imprudence, 
is  almoft  always  fupported  in  fome  degree  of 
decent,  though  humble,  mediocrity.  To 
perfons  under  fuch  misfortunes,  we  could, 
perhaps,  eafily  pardon  fome  degree  of  weak- 
nefs;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  who  carry 
the  firmeft  countenance,  who  accommodate 
themfelv^s  with  the  greateft  eafe  to  their  new 
fituation,  who  feem  to  feel  no  humiliation 
from  the  change,  but  to  reft  their  rank  in  the 
fociety,  not  upon  their  fortune,  but  upon 
their  character  and  conduct,  are  always  the 
moft  approved  of,  and  never  fail  to  command 
our  higheft  and  moft  afi'e(£tionate  admiration. 
As,  of  all  the  external  misfortunes  which 
can  affed;  an  innocent  man  immediately  and 
dire6:ly,  the  undeferved  lofs  of  reputation  is 
certainly  the  greateft;  fo  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  fenfibility  to  whatever  can  bring  on 

fo 
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i'o  great  a   caUimity,  docs  not  always  appear 
ungraceful  or  tlifagreeablc.     We  often  cfleem 
a  young   man   the   more,   wlien   he    rcfents, 
though  witli   fome  degree  of  violence,    any 
unjuil  reproach   that  may  have  been  thrown 
upon  his  chara(fler  or  his  honour.     The  af- 
llldion   of  an  innocent  young  lady,  on  ac- 
count of  the  groundlefs  iurmifcs  which  may 
have  been  circulated  concerning  her  conduct, 
appears  often  perfe<5tly  amiable.      Perfons  of 
an  advanced  age,  whom  long  experience   of 
the    folly   and    injuftice    of   the    world,    has 
taught  to  pay  little  regard,  either  to  its  cen- 
fure   or   to   its  applaufe,  neglecft  and  delpife 
obloquy,  and  do  not  even   deign  to   honour 
its  futile  authors  with  any  ferious  refcntment. 
This  indifference,  which   is   founded  altojre- 
ther  on  a  firm  confidence  in  their  own  well- 
tried  and   well-eftabliilied  charavSters,  would 
be  difagreeable  in  young  people,  who  neither 
can  nor  ought  to  have  any  fuch  confidence. 
It  might  in  them  be  fuppofed  to  forebode,  in 
their  advancing  years,  a  mod:  improper  in- 
ienfibllity  to  real  honour  and  infamy. 

In  all  other  private  misfortunes  which 
affed:  ourfelves  immediately  and  diredtly,  we 
can  very  feldom  offend  by  appearing  to  be 
too  little  affected.  We  frequently  remember 
our  fenfibility  to   the  misfortunes  of  others 
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with  pleafure  and  fatisfa£lion.  We  can  fel- 
dom  remember  that  to  our  own,  without 
fome  degree  of  {hame  and  humiliation. 

If  we  examine  the  different  fhades  and 
gradations  of  weaknefs  and  felf-command,  as 
we  meet  with  them  in  common  life,  we  (hall 
very  eafily  fatisfy  ourfelves  that  this  control 
of  our  paflive  feelings  muft  be  acquired,  not 
from  the  abftrufe  fyllogifms  of  a  quibbling 
dialedic,  but  from  that  great  difcipline  which 
Nature  has  eftablifhed  for  the  acquifition  of 
this  and  of  every  other  virtue;  a  regard  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  real  or  fuppofe.d  fpec- 
tator  of  our  conduct. 

A  very  young  child  has  no  felf-command; 
but,  whatever  are  its  emotions,  whether  fear, 
or  grief,  or  anger,  it  endeavours  always,  by 
the  violence  of  its  outcries,  to  alarm,  as 
much  as  it  can,  the  attention  of  its  nurfe,  or 
of  its  parents.  While  it  remains  under  the 
cuftody  of  fuch  partial  protedors,  its  anger 
is  the  firfl;  and,  perhaps,  the  only  paffion 
which  it  is  taught  to  moderate.  By  noife 
and  threatening  they  are,  for  their  own  eafe, 
often  obliged  to  frighten  it  into  good  temper; 
and  the  paffion  which  incites  it  to  attack,  is 
reftrained  by  that  which  teaches  it  to  attend 
to  its  own  fafety.  When  it  is  old  enough  to 
go  to  fchool,  or   to  mix  with    its  equals,  it 

foon 
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Toon  finds  that  they  have  no  fuch  Inclulgent 
partlaHty.  It  naturally  willies  to  gain  their 
favour,  and  to  avoid  their  hatred  or  con- 
tempt. Regard  even  to  its  own  fafety 
teaches  it  to  do  It);  and  it  foon  hnds  that  it 
can  do  fo  in  r.o  other  way  than  hy  moderat- 
ing, not  only  its  anger,  but  all  its  other  paf- 
fions,  to  the  degree  which  its  play-fellows 
and  companions  are  likely  to  be  pleafed  with. 
It  thus  enters  into  the  great  fchool  of  felf- 
command,  it  lUidies  to  be  more  and  more 
raafter  of  itfelf,  and  begins  to  exercife  over 
its  own  feelings  a  difcipline  which  the  prac- 
tice of  the  longeft  life  is  very  fcldom  fufE- 
cient  to  bring  to  complete  perfedtion. 

In  all  private  misfortunes,  in  pain,  in  fick- 
nefs,  in  forrow,  the  weakeft  man,  when  his 
friend,  and  flill  more  when  a  Ilranger  vifits 
him,  is  immediately  imprefTcd  with  the  view 
in  which  they  are  likely  to  look  upon  his 
fituation.  Their  view  calls  off  his  attention 
from  his  own  view;  and  his  bread:  is,  in 
fome  meafure,  becalmed  the  moment  they 
come  into  his  prefence.  This  effedt  is  pro- 
duced indantaneoufly,  and,  as  it  were,  me- 
chanically; but,  with  a  weak  man,  it  is  not  of 
long  continuance.  His  own  view  of  his  fitua- 
tion Immediately  recurs  upon  him.  He  aban- 
dons himfclf,  as  before,  to  fighs  and  tears  and 

u  3  lamCn- 
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lamentations;  and  endeavours,  like  a  child 
that  has  not  yet  gone  to  fchool,  to  produce 
fome  fort  of  harmony  between  his  own  grief 
and  the  compallion  of  the  fpeftator,  not  by 
moderating  the  former,  but  by  importunately 
calling  upon  the  latter. 

With  a  man  of  a  little  more  firmnefs,  the 
cfFed;  is  fomewhat  more  permanent.  He 
endeavours,  as  much  as  he  can,  to  fix  his 
attention  upon  the  view  which  the  company 
are  likely  to  take  of  his  fituation.  He  feels, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  efteem  and  approbation 
which  they  naturally  conceive  lor  him  when 
he  thus  preierves  his  tranquillity;  and, 
though  under  the  preffure  of  fome  recent  and 
great  calamity,  appears  to  feel  for  himfelf  no 
more  than  what  they  really  feel  for  him. 
He  approves  and  applauds  himfelf  by  fym- 
pathy  with  their  approbation,  and  the  plea- 
fure  which  he  derives  from  this  fentiment 
fupports  and  enables  him  more  eafily  to  con- 
tinue this  generous  effort.  In  moft  cafes  he 
avoids  mentioning  his  own  misfortune;  and 
his  company,  if  they  are  tolerably  well  bred, 
are  careful  to  fay  nothing  which  can  put  him 
in  mind  of  it.  He  endeavours  to  entertain 
them,  in  his  ufual  way,  upon  indifferent  fub- 
jecls,  or,  if  he  feels  himlelf  ftrong  enough  to 
yenture  to  mention  his  misfortune,  he  endea- 
vours 
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voiirs  to  talk   of  it,    as   he   thinks  they  are 
capable  of  talking  of  it,  and   even  to  feel  it 
no  further  than  they   are   capable   of  feeling 
it.      If  he  luib  nut,  however,  been  well  inured 
to  the  hard   difeipline  of  fclf-coinmand,    he 
foon  grows  weary  of  this  reftraint.     A  long 
viiit  fatigues  him;  and,  towards  the  end  of 
it,  he  is  conftantly  in  danger  of  doing,  what 
he  never  fciils  to  do  the  moment  it  is  over,  of 
abandoning  himfelf  to  all  the  weaknefs  of  ex- 
ceffive  forrow.   Modern  good  manners,  which 
are  extremely  indulgent  to  human  weaknefs, 
forbid,  for  fome  time,  the  vifits  of  llrangers 
to  pcrfons  under  great  family  diftrefs,  and  per- 
mit thofe  only   of  the   nearcft   relations  and 
mofl:  intimate  friends.     The  prefence  of  the 
latter,  it  is  thought,  will  impofe  lefs  reftraint 
than   that  of  the  former;   and  the   fufTerers 
can  more  eafily  accommodate  thcmfelves   to 
the  feelings  of  thofe,  from  whom  they  have 
reafon  to  expect  a  more  indulgent  fympathy. 
Secret  enemies,  who  fiincy  that  they  are  not 
known  to  be   fuch,  are   frequently   fond  of 
making  thofe  charitable  vifits  as  early  as  the 
mod  intimate  friends.     The  weakeft  man  ia 
the  world,  in   this  cafe,  endeavours  to   fup- 
port  his  manly  countenance,  and,  from  in- 
dignation and  contempt  of  their  malice,  to 
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behave  with  as  much  gaiety  and  eafe  as  he 
can. 

The  man  of  real  conflancy  and  firmnefs, 
the  wife  and  juft  man  who  has  been 
thoroughly  bred  in  the  great  fchool  of  fclf- 
command,  in  the  buftle  and  bufmefs  of  the 
world,  expofed,  perhaps,  to  the  violence 
and  injuftice  of  fadlion,  and  to  the  hardfhips 
and  hazards  of  war,  maintains  this  controul 
of  his  paffive  feelings  upon  all  occafions;  and 
whether  in  folitude  or  in  fociety,  wears 
nearly  the  fime  countenance,  and  is  affedted 
very  nearly  in  the  iame  manner.  In  fuccefs 
and  in  difappcintment,  in  profperity  and  in 
adverlity,  before  friends  and  before  enemies, 
he  has  often  been  under  the  necefTity  of  fup- 
porting  this  manhood.  He  has  never  dared 
to  forget  for  one  moment  rhe  judgment 
which  the  impartial  fpedator  would  pafs 
upon  his  fcntiments  and  condudl:.  He  has 
never  dared  to  fulfer  the  man  within  the  breaft 
to  be  abfent  one  moment  from  his  attention. 
With  the  eyes  of  this  great  inmate  he  has 
always  been  accuftomed  to  regard  whatever 
relates  to  himfelf.  This  habit  has  become 
perfed:ly  familiar  to  him.  He  has  been  in 
the  conftant  pradice,  and,  indeed,  under  the 
conftant  necefiity,  of  modelling,  or  of  endea- 
vouring 
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vouring  to  model,  not  only  his  oiitwnrd  con- 
dud  and  behaviour,  hut,  as  much  as  he  can, 
even  his   inward  lenti  r.ents  and  feelings,  ac- 
cording to  thole  of  this  awful  and  rerpe(!:l:al)le 
judge.     He  does  not  merely  aff'ecft  the  fcnti- 
ments  of  the  impartial  fpedator.      He  really 
adopts   tliem.      He   almoin    identifies  himfelf 
with,  he  almort  becomes  himlclf  that  impar- 
tial lpe(ftator,  and  Icarce  even  feels  but  as  tliat 
great  arbiter  of  his  conduifl:  direds  him  to  feel. 
The  degree   of  the  felf-approbation   with 
which  every  man,  upon  luch  occalions,  fur- 
veys  his  own   condud,  is   higher   or   lower, 
exadly  in  proportion   to  the   degree  of  felf- 
conmand  which  is  necelfary  in  order  to   ob- 
tain that  felf-approbation.      Where  little  felf- 
command  is  neceflary,  little   felf-approbation 
is   due.     The    man   who    has  onlv  fcratched 
his    finger,    cannot   much    applaud    himfelf, 
though    he    fliould    immediately    appear    to 
have   forgot    this  paltry    misfortune.       The 
man  who  has  lolt  his  leir  bv  a  cannon  lliot, 
and  who,  the  moment  after,  fpeaks  and  ads 
with  his    ufual   coolnefs   and  tranquillity,  as 
he  exerts  a  much  higher  degree  of  felf-com- 
mand,  lo  he  naturally  feels   a   much   higgler 
degree  of  ielr-approbation.      Wiih  inoft  men, 
upon    luch  an    accident,    their  own    natural 
view  ot  their   own   misfortune  would*  force 
7  itfelf 
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itfelf  upon  them  v/Ith  fuch  a  vivacity  and 
ftrength  of  colouring,  as  would  entirely 
efface  all  thought  of  every  other  view.  They 
would  feel  nothing,  they  could  attend  to  no- 
thing, but  their  own  pain  and  their  own 
fear  ;  and  not  only  the  judgment  of  the  ideal 
man  within  the  breaft,  but  that  of  the  real 
fped:ators  who  might  happen  to  be  prefent, 
would  be  entirely  overlooked  and  difre-? 
garde d. 

The  revv^ard  which  Nature  beftows  upon 
good  behaviour  under  misfortune,  is  thus 
exactly  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  that 
good  behaviour.  The  only  compenfation 
fhe  could  poffibly  make  for  the  bitternefs  of 
pain  and  diftrefs  is  thus  too,  in  equal  degrees 
of  good  behaviour,  exadlly  proportioned  to 
the  degree  of  that  pain  and  diftrefs.  In  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  the  felf-command 
which  is  neceiTary  in  order  to  conquer  our 
natural  fenfibility,  the  pleafure  and  pride  of 
the  conqucll  are  fo  much  the  greater;  and 
this  pleafure  and  pride  are  fo  great  that  no 
man  can  be  altogether  unhappy  who  com- 
pletely enjoys  them.  Mifery  and  wretched- 
nefs  can  never  enter  the  breaft  in  which 
dwells  complete  felf-fatisfadion ;  and  though 
it  may  be  too  much,  perhaps,  to  fay,  with 
the  Stoics,  that,  under  fuch  an  accident  as 

that 
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that  above  mentioned,  the  hnpplnefs  of  a 
wife  man  is  in  every  refpedl;  equal  to  what  it 
could  have  been  under  any  other  circuin- 
liances;  yet  it  mull:  he  acknowledt^ed,  at 
leart,  that  this  complete  enjoyuieut  of  his 
own  felf-applaufe,  though  ir  may  not  alto- 
gether extinguilh,  muft  certainly  very  much 
alleviate  his  lenfe  of  his  own  iufferings. 

In  I'uch  paroxylms  of  diftrefs,  if  1  may  he 
allowed  to  call  them  io,  the  wifeft  and  lirmeft 
man,  in  order  to  preferve  his  equanimity,  is 
obliged,  I  imagine,  to  make  a  confiderable 
and  even  a  painful  exertion.  His  own  natural 
feeling  of  his  own  diftrefs,  his  own  natural 
view  of  his  own  fituation,  prelfes  hard  upon 
him,  and  he  cannot,  without  a  very  great 
effort,  fix  his  attention  upon  that  of  the  im- 
partial Ipedlator.  Both  views  prefent  them- 
felvcs  to  him  at  the  fame  time.  His  fenfe  of 
honour,  his  regard  to  his  own  dignity,  direds 
him  to  hx  his  v/hole  attention  upon  the  one 
view.  His  natural,  his  untaught  and  undif- 
ciplined  feelings,  are  continually  calling  it  off 
to  the  other.  He  does  not,  in  this  cafe, 
perfedtly  identify  himi'elf  witli  the  ideal  man 
within  the  breall,  he  does  not  become  him- 
fclf  the  impartial  Ipedlator  of  his  own  con- 
duct. Ihe  different  views  of  both  charaders 
exift  in  his  mind  feparate  and  diilincl  from 

one 
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one  another,  and  each  directing  him  to  a  be- 
haviour different  from  that  to  which  the 
otlier  direds  him.  When  he  follows  that 
view  which  honour  and  dignity  point  out  to 
him,  Nature  does  not,  indeed,  leave  him 
without  a  recompenfe.  He  enjoys  his 
own  complete  felf- approbation,  and  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  every  candid  and  impartial  fpe£ta- 
tor.  By  her  unalterable  laws,  however,  he 
ftiil  fuffers;  and  the  recompenfe  which  flie 
bellows,  though  very  confiderable,  is  not 
fufficient  completely  to  compenfate  the  fuf- 
ferings  which  thofe  laws  inflict.  Neither  Is 
it  fit  that  it  fliould.  If  it  did  completely 
compenfate  them,  he  could,  from  felf-inter- 
eft,  have  no  motive  for  avoiding  an  accident 
which  muft  neceffarily  diminiih  his  utility 
both  to  himfelf  and  to  fociety ;  and  Nature, 
from  her  parental  care  of  both,  meant  that 
he  fhould  anxioufly  avoid  all  fuch  accidents. 
He  fuffers,  therefore,  and  though,  in  the  ago- 
ny of  the  paroxyfm,  he  maintains,  not  only 
the  manhood  of  his  countenance,  but  the 
fedatenefs  and  fobriety  of  his  judgment,  it  re- 
quires his  utmoft  and  moft  fatiguing  exer- 
tions to  do  io. 

By  the  conffitution  of  human  nature,  how- 
ever, agony  can  never  be  permanent ;  and  if 
he  furvives   the   paroxyfm,  he   foon  comes, 

without 
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without  any  cnbrt,  to  enjoy  his  ordinary 
tranquillity.  A  man  with  a  w'OGclcn  Ice; 
iuffers,  no  douht,  and  forefces  that  he  mufl: 
continue  to  fufPer  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  a  very  confidcrablc  inconveniency. 
He  foon  comes  to  view  it,  however,  cxaQly 
as  every  impartial  fpciflator  views  it;  as  an 
inconveniency  under  which  he  can  enjoy  all 
the  ordinary  pleafures  both  of  folitude  and 
of  fociety.  He  foon  identifies  himfelf  with 
the  ideal  man  within  the  hreaft,  he  foon  be- 
comes himfelf  the  impartial  i'pedlator  of  his 
own  fituation.  He  no  longer  weeps,  he  no 
longer  laments,  he  no  longer  grieves  over  it, 
as  a  weak  man  may  fometimes  do  in  the  be- 
ginning. The  view  of  the  impartial  fpe<5la- 
tor  becomes  lb  perfedly  habitual  to  him,  that, 
without  any  eft'ort,  without  any  exertion,  he 
never  thinks  of  furveying  his  misfortune  in 
any  other  view. 

The  never-failing  certainty  with  which  all 
men,  fooner  or  later,  accommodate  them- 
felves  to  whatever  becomes  their  permanent 
fituation,  may,  perhaps,  induce  us  to  tliink 
that  the  Stoics  were,  at  leall:,  thus  far  very 
nearly  in  the  riglit :  that  between  one  perma- 
nent fituation  and  another,  there  was,  with 
regard  to  real  happincfs,  no  elfential  dilfcr- 
ence :  or  that,  if  there  were  any  diflerencQ, 

it 


302  0/ fbe  Se-nse  Part  IIL 

it  was  no  more  than  juft  fufficlent  to  render 
fome  of  them  the  objects  of  fimple  choice  or 
preference ;  but  not  of  any  earnefl  or 
stnxious  defire  ;  and  others,  of  fimple  rejec- 
tion, as  being  fit  to  be  fet  afide  or  avoided; 
but  not  of  any  earned  or  anxious  averfion. 
Happinefs  confifts  in  tranquillity  and  enjoy- 
ment. Without  tranquillity  there  can  be  no 
enjoyment ;  and  where  there  is  perfedl  tran- 
quillity there  is  fcarce  any  thing  which  is  not 
capable  of  amufing.  But  in  every  perma- 
nent fituation,  where  there  is  no  expectation 
of  change,  the  mind  of  ev^ry  man,  in  a 
longer  or  a  fhorter  time,  returns  to  its  natu- 
ral and  ufual  ftate  of  tranquillity.  In  pro- 
fperity,  after  a  certain  time,  it  falls  back  to 
that  (late  ;  in  adverfity,  after  a  certain  time, 
it  rifes  up  to  it.  In  the  confinement  and 
folitude  of  the  Baftile,  after  a  certain  time, 
the  fafhionable  and  frivolous  Count  de  Lauzun 
recovered  tranquillity  enough  to  be  capable 
of  amufing  himfelf  with  feeding  a  fpider.  A 
mind  better  furnifhed  would,  perhaps,  have 
both  fooner  recovered  its  tranquillity,  and 
fooner  found,  in  its  own  thoughts,  a  much 
better  amufement. 

The  great   fource  of  both  the  mifery  and 
diforders  of  human  life,  feems  to  arife  from 
over-rating  the  difference  between  one  per- 
manent 
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manent  fituatlon  and  another.  Avarice  over- 
rates the  difference  between  poverty  and 
riclies ;  ambition,  that  between  a  private  and 
a  pu':lic  Ration  ;  vain-glory,  that  between  ob- 
rcLirity  and  extenfive  reputation.  Tlie  perfon 
under  the  influence  of  any  of  ihofe  extrava- 
gant pallions,  is  not  only  mifcrablc  in  his 
adual  fituation,  but  is  often  difpofed  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  focicty,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  that  which  he  fo  foolillily  admires.  The 
llightell  obfervation,  however,  might  fatisfy 
him,  that,  in  all  the  ordinary  fituations  of 
human  life,  a  well-difpofed  mind  may  be 
equally  calm,  equally  cheerful,  and  equally 
contented.  Some  of  thofe  fituations  may,  no 
doubt,  deferve  to  be  preferred  to  others  :  but 
none  of  them  can  deferve  to  be  purfued 
Vv'ith  that  pafTionate  ardour  which  drives  us 
to  violate  the  rules  cither  of  prudence  or  of 
juftice;  or  to  corrupt  the  future  tranquillity 
of  our  minds,  eitlier  by  fliame  from  the  re- 
membrance of  our  own  folly,  or  by  remorfe 
from  the  horror  of  our  own  injuftice. 
Wherever  prudence  does  not  direO:,  where- 
ever  juftice  does  not  permit,  the  attempt  to 
change  our  fituation,  the  man  who  does  at- 
tempt it,  plays  at  the  moft  unequal  of  all 
games  of  hazard,  and  flakes  every  thing 
againft  fcarce  any  thing.  What  the  favour- 
ite 
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ite  of  the  king  of  Epirus  faid  to  his  m after, 
may  be  applied  to  men   in   all  the   ordinary 
fituations   of  human  life.     When  the  King 
had  recounted  to  him,  in  their  proper  order, 
all  the  conquefts  which  he  propofed  to  make, 
and  had  come  to  the  laft  of  them;  And  what 
does  your  Majefty  propofe  to  do  then  ?  faid 
the  Favourite. — I  propofe  then,  faid  the  King, 
to  enjoy  myfelf  with  my  friends,  and  endea- 
vour  to  be  good  company  over  a  bottle. — 
And  what  hinders  your  Majefty  from  doing 
fo  now  ?  replied  the  Favourite.      In  the  moft 
glittering  and  exalted   fituation  that  our  idle 
fancy  can  hold  out  to  us,  the  pleafures  from 
which  w^e  propofe  to  derive   our  real  happi- 
nefs,  are  almoft  alw^ays  the  fame  with  thofe 
which,  in  our  adual,  though  humble  ftation, 
we  have  at   all  times  at   hand,  and   in   our 
power.       Except   the  frivolous  pleafures  of 
vanity  and  fuperiority,  w^e  may  find,  in  the 
moft  humble   ftation,    w,here  there    is    only 
perfonal  liberty,  every  other  which  the  moft 
exalted   can    afford ;    and    the    pleafures    of 
vanity  and   fuperiority  are  feldom  confiftcnt 
with  perfect  tranquillity,    the  prinLiple  and 
foundation  of  all  real  and  fatisfadory  enjoy- 
ment.    Neither  is  it  always  certain  that,  in 
the  fplendid  fituation  which  we  aim  at,  thofe 
real  and  fatisfadory  pleafures  can  be  enjoyed 

with 
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vvith  the  fame  Iccurity  as  in  tlic  hiiinble  one 
which  we  arc  io  very  eager  to  abandon. 
Examine  the  records  of  hiftory,  recoiled: 
what  has  happened  within  the  circle  of  your 
own  experience,  confider  with  attention 
what  has  been  the  condu61:  of  almofl  all  the 
greatly  unfortunate,  either  in  private  or 
public  life,  whom  you  may  have  either  read 
of,  or  heard  of,  or  remember  ;  and  you  will 
fmd  that  the  misfortunes  of  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  them  have  arifen  from  their  not 
knowing  when  they  werg  w^ell,  when  it  was 
proper  for  them  to  fit  ftill  and  to  be  con- 
tented. The  infcription  upon  the  tomb- 
ftone  of  the  man  who  had  endeavoured  to 
mend  a  tolerable  conftitution  by  taking 
phyfic  ;  "  /  IV as  well^  I  wificd  to  be  better; 
"  here  T  a?n  ;*'  may  generally  be  applied  with 
great  juftnefs  to  the  diftrefs  of  difappointed 
avarice  and  ambition. 

It  may  be  thought  a  fmgular,  but  1  believe 
it  to  be  a  juft  obfervation,  that,  in  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  admit  of  fome  remedy,  the 
greater  part  of  men  do  not  either  fo  readily 
or  fo  univerfally  recover  their  natural  and 
ufual  tranquillity,  as  in  thofe  which  plainly 
admit  of  none.  In  misfortunes  of  the  latter 
kind,  it  is  cliiefly  in  what  may  be  called  the 
paroxyfm,  or  in  the  firfl:  attack,  that  we  can 
.    VOL.  I.  X  difcover 
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difcover  any  fenfible  diflerence  between  the 
fentiments    and   behaviour  of  the   wife  and 
thofe  of  the  weak  man.     In  the  end,  Time, 
the  great  and  univcrfal  comforter,  gradually 
compofes  the  weak  man  to  the  fame  degree 
of  tranquillity   which   a  regard  to  his   own 
dignity  and  manhood  teaches  the  wife  man 
to  affume  in  the  beginning.     The  cafe  of  the 
man  with  the  w^ooden  leg  is  an  obvious  ex- 
ample  of  this.      In   the    irreparable  misfor- 
tunes occalioned  by  the  death  of  children,  oi* 
of  friends  and    relations,  even  a   wife   man 
may  for  feme  time  indulge  himfelf  in  fpme 
deeree  of  moderated  Ibrrow.     An  afPeflion- 
ate,  but  weak  woman,  is   often,  upon  fuch 
occafions,  almoft  perfectly  diiLrad:ed.     Time, 
howeTer,  in  a  longer  or  fhorter  period,  never 
fails  to  compofe  the  weakeft  woman  to  the 
fame  degree  of  tranquillity  as  the  ftrongeft 
man.     Jn  all  the  irreparable  calamities  which 
affedt   himfelf  immediately   and   directly,   a 
wife  man  endeavours,  from  the  beginning, 
to  anticipate  and  to  enjoy  before-hand,  that 
tranquillity  w^hich  he  forefees  the  courfe  of  a 
few  months,  or  a  few  years,  will  certainly 
rePtore  to  him  in  the  end. 

In  the  misfortunes  for  which  tiie  nature  of 
things  admits,  or  feems  to  admit,  of  a  reme- 
dy, but  in  which  the  means  of  applying  that 
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remedy  arc  not  within  tlic  reach  of  the  fut- 
ferer,  his  vain  and  iVuitlcls  attempts  to  reflore 
himfelf  to  !iis  former  fituatlon,  his  continual 
anxiety  for  their  fucccfs,  his  repeated  difap- 
pointments  upon  their  milcarriage,  are  what 
chiefly  hinder  him  from  refuming  his  natural 
tranquillity,  and  frequently  render  miferabic, 
during  the  whole  of  his  Hie,  a  man  to  whom 
a  greater  misfortune,  but  which  plainly  ad- 
mitted of  no  remedy,  would  not  have  given  a 
fortnight's  dlilurbance.  In  the  fall  from  royal 
favour  to  difgrace,  from  power  to  infignifi- 
cancy,  from  riches  to  poverty,  from  liberty  to 
confinement,  from  ftrong  health  to  fome  lin^ 
gering,  chronical,  and  perhaps  incurable  dif- 
eafe,  the  man  who  flruggles  the  leafl:,  who 
moil  eafily  and  readily  acquicfces  In  the  for- 
tune w^hich  has  fallen  to  him,  very  foon  reco- 
vers hisufual  and  natural  tranquillity,and  fur- 
veys  the  mod  difagreeable  circumftances  of  his 
actual  fituation  in  the  fame  light,  or,  per- 
haps, in  a  much  lefs  unfavourable  light,  than 
that  in  which  the  moft  indiiferent  fpedator 
is  difpofcd  to  furvey  them.  Fad:ion,  in- 
trigue, and  cabal,  difturb  the  quiet  of  the  un- 
fortunate ftatcfman.  Extravagant  projects, 
vifions  of  gold  mines,  interrupt  the  repofc  of 
the  ruined  bankrupt.  The  prifoner,  who  is 
continually  plotting  to  efcape  from  his  con- 
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imement,  cannot  enjoy  that  carelefs  fecurity 
which  even  a  prifon  can  afford  him.  The 
medicines  of  the  phyfician  are  often  the 
greateft  torment  of  the  incurable  patient.' 
The  monk  who,  in  order  to  comfort  Johanna 
of  CaPcile,  upon  the  death  of  her  hufband 
Philip,  told  her  of  a  King,  who,  fourteen 
years  after  his  deceafe,  had  been  reflorcd  to 
life  again,  by  the  prayers  of  his  aflBided 
queen,  was  not  hkely  by  his  legendary  tale 
to  reitore  fedatcnefs  to  the  diftempered  mind 
of  that  unhappy  Princefs.  She  endeavoured 
to  repeat  the  fame  experiment  in  hopes  of 
the  lame  fuccefs ;  refifted  for  a  long  time 
the  burial  of  her  hufband,  foon  after  raifed 
his  body  from  the  grave,  attended  it  almoft 
conftantly  herfclf,  and  watched,  with  all  the 
impatient  anxiety  of  frantic  expedation,  the 
happy  moment  when  her  wifhes  were  to 
be  gratified  by  the  revival  of  her  beloved 
Philip  *. 

Our  fenfibility  to  the  feelings  of  others,  fo 
far  from  being  inconiiftent  with  the  man- 
Iiood  of  felf-command,  is  the  very  principle 
upon  which  that  manhood  is  founded.  The 
very  fame  principle  or  inRinil  which,  in  the 


*  Sec   R.obcrtfou's  Charles   V.     vol  ii,     pp.    14  and  15. 
fiTfi  edition, 

misfortunte 


Chap.  III.  of  Duty,  309 

misfortune  of  our  neighbour,  prompt5  us  to 
companionate  liis  i'orrow  ;  in  nur  own  mil- 
fortune,  prompts  us  to  retrain  the  abjfcl 
and  miferablc  Limcntalions  of  our  own  for- 
row.  The  fame  princii)ic  or  i?iftin6t  which, 
in  his  profperlry  and  fucccfs,  prompts  us  to 
congratuhite  his  joy  ;  In  our  own  profperlty 
and  fuccefs,  prompts  us  to  rellrain  the  levity 
and  intemperance  of  our  own  joy.  In  both 
cafes,  the  propriety  of  our  own  fentiments  and 
feelings  ieems  to  be  cxad:ly  in  proportion  to 
the  vivacity  and  force  with  which  we  enter 
into  and  conceive  his  fentiments  and  feelings. 

The  man  of  the  moll:  perfed:  virtu-e,  the 
man  whom  we  naturally  lo\  e  and  revere  the 
inort,  is  he  who  joins,  to  the  moft  perfe<5t 
command  of  his  own  original  and  felhlh  feel- 
ings, the  moft  exquifite  fenfibility  both  to 
the  original  and  fvmpathetic  feelings  of 
others.  The  man  who,  to  all  the  loft,  the 
amiable,  and  the  gentle  virtues,  joins  all  the 
great,  the  awful,  and  the  rcfped:able,  muft 
furely  be  the  natural  and  proper  object  of  our 
higheft  love  and  admiration. 

The  perfon  bcft  fitted  by  nature  for  acquir- 
ing the  former  of  thofe  two  fets  of  virtues, 
is  likewife  neceffarily  beft  fitted  for  acquiring 
the  latter.  The  man  who  feels  the  moft  fcr 
the  joys  and  forrows  of  others,  is  beft  fitted 
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for  acquiring  the  moft  complete  control  of 
his  own  joys  and  forrows.     The  man  of  the 
moft   exquifite   humanity,    is    naturally   the 
moft  capable  of  acquiring  the  higheft  degree 
of  felf-command.      He   may   not,   however, 
always  have  acquired  it ;    and   it  very  fre- 
quently happens  that  he  has  not.     He  may 
have  lived  too  much  in  eafe  and  tranquillity. 
He  may  have  never  been  expofed  to  the  vio- 
lence  of  faftion,    or    to  the   hardftiips    and 
hazards  of  war.      He  may  have  never  expe- 
rienced the   infolence   of  his    fuperiors,  the 
jealous  and  malignant  envy  of  his  equals,  or 
the  pilfering  injuftice  of  his  inferiors.    When, 
in  an  advanced  age,  fome  accidental  change 
of  fortune  expofes  him  to  all  thefe,  they  all 
make  too  great  an  impreftion  upon  him.     He 
has  the  difpofition  which  fits  him  for  acquir- 
ing the  moft  perfect  felf-command  ;  but  he 
has  never  had  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  it. 
Exercife   and   pradlife   have    been    wanting ; 
and  without  thefe  no   habit  can  ever  be  to- 
lerably eftabliftied.      Hardfhips,  dangers,  in- 
juries,   misfortunes,    are    the    only    mafters 
under  whom  we  can  learn  the  exercife  of  this 
virtue.      But  thefe  are  all   mafters  to  whom 
nobody  willingly  puts  himfelf  to  fchool. 

The  fituations  in  which  the  gentle  virtue 
of  humanity  can  be  moft  happily  cultivated, 
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are  by  no  means  the  Came  with  tlioie  which 
are  beft  iittcd  for  forming  the  aullcre  virtue 
of  felf-conimand.  The  man  who  is  himfelf  at 
cafe  can  belt  attend  to  tlie  diftrefs  of  others. 
The  man  wlio  is  liimlelf  expofed  to  hardfliips 
is  moil  immediately  called  upon  to  attend  to, 
and  to  control  his  own  feelings.  In  the 
mild  funlhine  of  undiflurhed  tranquillity,  in 
the  calm  retirement  of  undifTipated  and  phi- 
lofophical  Icifure,  the  foft  virtue  of  humanity 
flourilhes  the  moft,  and  is  capable  of  the 
higheft  improvement.  But,  in  fuch  fitu- 
ations,  the  greateft  and  nobleft  exertions  of 
felf-command  have  little  exercife.  Under 
the  boifterous  and  ftormy  f}^y  of  war  and 
faction,  of  public  tumult  and  confufion,  the 
fturdy  feverity  of  felf-command  profpers  the 
mort,  and  can  be  the  moft  fuccefsfuHy  cul- 
tivated. But,  in  fuch  fituations,  the  ftrong- 
eft  fuggeftions  of  humanity  mud  frequently 
be  ftifled  or  neglected ;  and  every  fuch  ne- 
gledl  necefllirily  tends  to  weaken  the  princi- 
ple of  humanity.  As  it  may  frequently  be 
the  duty  of  a  foldier  not  to  take,  fo  it  may 
fometimes  be  his  duty  not  to  give  quarter; 
and  the  humanity  of  the  man  who  has  been 
feveral  times  under  the  neceflity  of  fubmitting 
to  this  difagreeablc  duty,  can  fcarce  fail  to 
fuffer    a   confiderable   diminution.      For   his 
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own  eafe,  he  is  too  apt  to  learn  to  make  light 
of  the  misfortunes  which  he  is  fo  often  under 
the  neceffity  of  occafioning  ;  and  the  fitu- 
ations  which  call  forth  the  nobleft  exertions 
of  lelf-command,  by  impofmg  the  neceffity 
of  violating  fometimes  the  property,  and 
fometimes  the  life  of  our  neighbour,  always 
tend  to  diminifh,  and  too  often  to  extinguifli 
altogether,  that  facred  regard  to  both,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
It  is  upon  this  account  that  we  fo  frequently 
fmd  in  the  world  men  of  great  humanity 
who  have  little  felf-command,  but  who  are 
indolent  and  irrefolute,  and  eafily  diflreart- 
ened,  either  by  difficulty  or  danger,  from 
the  moft  honourable  purfuits  ;  and  on  the 
contrary,  men  of  the  moft  perfect  felf-com- 
mand, whom  no  difficulty  can  difcourage, 
no  danger  appal,  and  w^ho  are  at  all  times 
ready  for  the  moft  daring  and  defperate  en- 
terprifes,  but  who,  at  the  fame  time,  feem  to 
be  hardened  againft  all  fenfe  either  of  juftice 
or  hum-anity. 

In  folitude,  we  are  apt  to  feel  too  ftrongly 
whatever  relates  to  ourfelves  :  we  are  apt  to 
over-rate  the  good  offices  we  may  have  done, 
and  the  injuries  we  may  have  fuffered  :  we  are 
apt  to  be  too  much  elated  by  our  own  good, and 
too' much  dejeded  by  our  own  bad  fortune. 

The 


Chap.  III.  ©/"Duty.  -i^ 

The  converfatlon  of  a  friend  brings  us  to  a 
better,  tliat  of  a  llrangcr  to  a  Hill  better  tem- 
per. The  man  within  the  breaft,  the  abftrad: 
and  ideal  fpeclator  uf  our  fentiments  and 
conduct,  requires  often  to  be  awakened  and 
put  in  mind  of  his  duty,  by  the  prefence  of 
the  real  fpedlator  :  and  it  is  ahvays  from  that 
fped:ator,  from  whom  we  can  cxpedl  the 
lead  fympathy  and  indulgence,  that  we  are 
likely  to  learn  the  moll  complete  IcITon  of 
felf-command. 

Are  you  in  advcrfity?  Do  not  mourn  in 
the  darknels  of  folitude,  do  not  regulate 
your  forrow  according  to  the  indulgent  fym-  ' 
pathy  of  your  intimate  friends;  return,  as 
foonas  polhble,  to  the  day-light  of  the  world 
and  of  fociety.  Live  with  Grangers,  with 
thofe  who  know  nothing,  or  care  nothing 
about  your  misfortune  ;  do  not  even  fhun 
the  company  of  enemies  ;  but  give  yourfelf 
the  plealure  of  mortifying  their  malignant 
joy,  by  making  them  feel  how  little  you  are 
affedted  by  your  calamity,  and  how  much 
you  are  above  it. 

Are  you  in  profperity  ?  Do  not  confine 
the  enjoyment  of  your  good  fortune  to  your 
own  houfe,  to  the  company  of  your  own 
friends,  perhaps  of  your  flatterers,  of  thofe 
who  build  upon  your  fortune  the  hopes  of 
^^  mend- 
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mending  their  own  ;  frequent  thofe  who  are 
independent  of  you,  who  can  value  you  only 
for  your  character  and  condud:,  and  not  for 
your  fortune.  Neither  feek  nor  fhun,  nei- 
ther intrude  yourfelf  into  nor  run  away  from 
the  fociety  of  thofe  who  were  once  your 
fuperiors,  and  who  may  be  hurt  at  finding 
you  their  equal,  or,  perhaps,  even  their  fupe- 
rior.  The  impertinence  of  their  pride  may, 
perhaps,  render  their  com.pany  too  difagree- 
able :  but  if  it  fl^iOuld  not,  be  affured  that  it 
is  the  beft  company  you  can  poiTibiy  keep  ; 
and  if,  by  the  fimplicity  of  your  una  (fuming 
demeanour,  you  can  gain  their  favour  and 
kindnefs,  you  may  reft  fatisfied  that  you  are 
modeft  enough,  and  that  your  head  has  been 
in  no  refpie<5l  turned  by  your  good  fortune. 

The  propriety  of  our  moral  fcntiments  is 
never  fo  apt  to  be  corrupted,  as  when  the  in- 
dulgent and  partial  fpectator  is  at  hand,  while 
the  indifferent  and  impartial  one  is  at  a  great 
diftance. 

Of  the  conduct  of  one  independent  nation 
towards  another,  neutral  nations  are  the  only 
indifferent  and  impartial  fpeclators.  But 
they  are  placed  at  fo  great  a  diftance  that 
they  are  almoft  quite  out  of  fight.  When 
two  nations  are  at  variance,  the  citizen  of 
each   pays   little    regard    to    the    fentiments 

which 


Chap.  III.  c/'DuTY.  315 

\v]\icli  foreign  nr.tlons  may  entertain  concern- 
ing his  conduct.  His  whole  ambition  is  to 
obtain  the  approl)ation  of  liis  own  fellow- 
citizens;  and  as  they  arc  all  animated  by  the 
fame  hollile  pafTions  which  animate  himfclt, 
he  can  never  plcafe  them  fo  mucli  as  by  en- 
raging and  oftending  their  enemies.  The 
partial  fpedtator  is  at  hand  :  the  impartial  one 
at  a  great  dillance.  In  war  and  negociation, 
therefore,  tlie  laws  of  juftice  are  very  feldom 
obferved.  Truth  and  fair  dealing  are  ahnoll 
totally  difregardcd.  Treaties  are  violated ; 
and  the  violation,  if  fome  advantage  is  gained 
by  it,  iheds  fcarce  any  diflionour  upon  the 
violator.  The  ambaflador  who  dupes  the 
mlniiler  of  a  foreign  nation,  is  admired  and 
applauded.  The  juft  man  who  difdains 
either  to  take  or  to  give  any  advantage,  but 
who  would  think  it  lefs  dillionourable  to 
give  thart*  to  take  one ;  the  man  who,  in  all 
private  tranfadtions,  would  be  tlie  moft  be- 
loved and  the  moft  eft?emed  ;  in  thofe  public 
tranfadtions  is  resrarded  as  a  fool  and  an 
ideot,  who  docs  not  underftand  his  bufmefs ; 
and  he  incurs  always  tKe  contempt,  and 
lometimcs  even  the  deteftation  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  In  war,  not  only  what  are  called 
the  laws  of  nations  are  frequently  violated, 
without  bringing  (among  his  own  fellow- 
citizens, 
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citizens,  whole  judgments  lie  onlj^  regards) 
any  confiderable  difhonour  upon  the  vio- 
lator ;  but  thofe  laws  themfelves  are,  the 
greater  part  of  them,  laid  down  with  very- 
little  regard  to  the  plaineil  and  moft  obvious 
rules  of  jufticc.  That  the  innocent,  though 
they  may  have  fome  connexion  or  depend- 
ency upon  the  guilty  (which,  perhaps,  they 
themfelves  cannot  help),  fhould  not,  upon 
that  account,  fufFer  or  be  puniihed  for  the 
guilty,  is  one  of  the  plaineft  and  mod  obvious 
rules  of  juftice.  In  the  moft  unjuft  war, 
however,  it  is  commonly  the  fovereign  or 
the  rulers  only  who  are  guilty.  The  fub- 
jecSts  are  almoft  always  perfedlly  innocent. 
Whenever  it  fuits  the  conveniency  of  a 
public  enemy,  however,  the  goods  of  the 
peaceable  citizens  are  feized  both  at  land  and 
,at  fea;  their  lands  are  laid  wafte,  their  houfes 
are  burnt,  and  they  themfelvcG,  if  they  prc- 
fume  to  make  any  refiftance,  are  murdered 
or  led  into  captivity ;  and  all  this  in  the  moft 
perfed:  conformity  to  what  are  called  the 
laws  of  nations. 

The  animofity  of  hoftile  fadlions,  whether 
civil  or  ecclefiaftical,  is  often  ftill  more  furi- 
ous than  that  of  hoftile  nations ;  and  their 
conduct  towards  one  another  is  often  ftill 
more  atrocious.     What  m.ay   be   called  the 

laws 
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laws  of  faction  have  oftcu  been  laid  down  by 
..;ravc  authors  witli  Hill  Ids  regard  to  the  rules 
of  julllce  than  ^vllat  are  called  the  laws  of 
nations.     The    moll   feroqious  patriot  never 
ftated  it  as  a  fcrious  quelVion,  Whether  faith 
ought    to  be  kept   with    public   enemies  ? — 
Whether  faith  ought  to  be  kept  with  rebels  ? 
Whether  faith  ought  to  be  kept  with  here- 
tics? arc  queftions  which   have  been    often 
furioufly  agitated  by  celebrated  doctors   both 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical.  It  is  needlefs  to  obferve, 
I  prefume,  that   both  rebels  and  heretics  are 
thofe    unlucky  perfons,    who,    when  things 
have  come  to  a  certain  degree  of  violence, 
have  the   misfortune  to    be    of  the   weaker 
party.      In   a   nation    diflracted   by   fatftion, 
there  are,  no   doubt,  always  a  few,  though 
commonly  but   a   very    few,    who   prcferve 
their  judgment  untainted  by  the  general  con- 
tagion.    They  feldcm  amount  to  more  than, 
here  and  there,  a  folitary  individual,  without 
any   influence,  excluded,  by    his   ov/n    can- 
dour, from  the  confidence  of  either  party, 
and  who,  though   he    may   be  one    of  the 
wileft,  is  necelTarily,  upon  that  very  account, 
one  of  the  moft  infignihcant  men  in  the  foci- 
ety.      All  fuch  people  are  held  in  contempt 
and   derifion,    frequently   in  deteftation,    by 
the  furious  zealots  of  both  parties.     A  true 

party- 
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party-man  hates  and  defplfes  candour ;  and, 
in  reality,  there  is  no  vice  which  could  fo 
effedlually  difqualify  him  for  the  trade  of  a 
party-man  as  that^mgle  virtue.  The  real, 
revered,  and  impartial  fpediator,  therefore, 
is,  upon  no  occafion,^at  a  greater  diftance 
than  amidft  the  violence  and  rage  of  con- 
tending parties.  To  them,  it  may  be  faid, 
that  fuch  a  ipe^tator  fcarce  exifts  any  where 
in  the  univerfe.  Even  to  the  great  Judge 
of  the  univerfe,  they  impute  all  their  own 
prejudices,  and  often  view  that  Divine  Being 
as  animated  by  all  their  own  vindidlive  and 
implacable  paflions.  Of  all  the  corrupters 
of  moral  fentiments,  therefore,  fadlion  and 
fanaticifm  have  always  been  by  far  the 
greateft. 

•  Concerning  the  fubjedl  of  fclf-command, 
I  fhall  only  obferve  further,  that  our  admir- 
ation for  the  man  who,  under  the  heaviefl 
and  moft  unexpected  misfortunes,  continues 
to  behave  with  fortitude  and  firmnefs,  always 
fuppofes  that  his  fenfibility  to  thofe  misfor- 
tunes is  very  great,  and  fuch  as  it  requires  a 
very  great  effort  to  conquer  or  corinmand. 
The  man  who  was  altogether  infenfible  to 
bodily  pain,  could  deferve  no  applaufe  from 
enduring  the  torture  with  the  moft  perfedt 
patience  and   equanimity.      The   man  who 

had 
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had  been  created  without  the  natural  fear  of 
death,  couhl  claim  no  merit  from  prcfcrving 
his  coolncls  and  prefence  of  mind  in  the 
midfl:  of  thcj  moil  dreadful  dangers.  It  is 
one  of  the  extravagancies  of  Seneca,  that  the 
Stoical  wife  man  was,  in  this  refpe«fl:,  fupe- 
rior  even  to  a  God  ;  that  the  fecurity  of  the 
God  was ■  altogether  the  beneht  of  nature, 
wliich  had  exempted  him  from  fuffering ; 
but  that  the  fecurity  of  the  wife  man  was  his 
own  benefit,  and  derived  altogether  from 
hlmfelf  and  from  his  own  exertions. 

The  fcnfibillty  of  iome  men,  liowever,  to 
fome  of  the  obje<lts  which  immediately  aficct 
themfclves,  is  fometimes  fo  ftrong  as  to  render 
all  felf-command  impoiTiblc.  No  fenfe  of 
honour  can  control  the  fears  of  th^  man  who 
is  weak  enough  to  faint,  or  to  fall  into  con- 
vulfions,  upon  the  approach  of  danger. 
Whether  fuch  weaknefs  of  nerves,  as  it  has 
been  called,  may  not,  by  gradual  excrcife 
and  proper  difcipline,  admit  of  fome  cure, 
may,  perhaps,  be  doubtful.  It  feems  certain 
that  it  ouglu  never  to  be  trufled  or  cm.ploved 
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CHAP.  IV, 

Of  the  Ndliirc  of  Self-deceit^  and  of  th^ 
Origin  and  Ufe  of  general  Rides. 

N  order  to  pervert  the  redlitude  of  our  own 
judgments  concerning  the  propriety  of 
our  own  condud:,  it  is  not  always  neceflary 
that  the  real  and  ia:ipartial  fpedator  fhould  be 
at  a  great  diftance.  When  he  is  at  hand, 
when  he  is  prefent,  the  violence  and  injuftice 
of  our  own  felfifh  paffions  are  fometimes  fuf- 
ficient  to  induce  the  man  within  the  breaft 
to  make  a  report  very  diiGFerent  from  what 
the  real  circumftances  of  the  cafe  are  capa- 
ble of  authorifmg. 

There  are  two  different  cccafions  upon 
which  we  examine  our  own  conduct,  and 
endeavour  to  view  it  in  the  light  in  which 
the  impartial  fpe<ftator  would  view  it:  firft^ 
w^hen  we  are  about  to  a6t ;  and  fecondly, 
after  we  have  aded.  Our  views  are  apt  to 
be  very  partial  in  both  cafes ;  but  they  are 
apt  to  be  moil  partial  when  it  is  of  mofl  im- 
portance that  they  fliould  be  otherwife. 

When 
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When  we  arc  about  to  a£l,  the  eagernt-rs 
of  pafhon  will  fcldom  allow  us  to  confider 
what  we  are  doing,  with  the  candour  of  an 
indiflcrent   perfon.       I'hc    violent    emotions 
which  at  that  time  agitate  us,  difcolour  our 
views  of  things,  even  when  we  are   endea- 
vouring to  place  ourfclvcs  in  the  fituation  of 
another,  and  to  regard  the  objects  that  inter- 
eft  us  in  the  light  in  which  they  will  naturally 
appear  to  him.     The  fury  of  our  own  paf- 
iions  conllantly   calls  us  back  to   our    own 
place,  where  every   thing  appears   magnified 
and     mifreprefented    by    felf-love.       Of  the 
manner  in  which  thofe  objects  would  appear 
to  another,  of  the  view  which  he  would  take 
of  them,  we  can  obtain,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  but 
inftantaneous   glimpfes,    which   vaaifh   in  a 
moment,  and  which,  even  while  they  laft, 
are  not  altogether  juft.     We  cannot  even  for 
that  moment  divelt  ourfelves  entirely  of  the 
heat  and  keennefs  with  which  our  peculiar 
fituation   infpires   us,  nor  confider  what  we 
are  about  to  do  with  the  complete  impartial- 
ity  of    an   equitable  judge.       The   paffions, 
upon  this  account,  as  father  Malebranche  lays, 
all  juftify  themfelves,    and   fecm   realonablc 
and  proportioned  to  their  objects,  as  long  as 
we  continue  to  feel  them. 

VOL.  I,  y  Whea 
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When  the  adion  is  over,  indeed,  and  the 
paflions  which  prompted  it  have  fubfidcd,  we 
can  enter  more  coolly  into  the  fentiments  of 
the  indifferent  fpedator.  What  before  inter- 
efted  us  is  now  become  almoft  as  indifferent 
to  us  as  it  always  was  to  him,  and  we  can 
now  examine  our  own  conduct  with  his  can- 
dour and  impartiality.  The  man  of  to-day 
is  no  longer  agitated  by  the  fame  paffions 
which  diflradted  the  man  of  yefterday :  and 
when  the  paroxyfm  of  emotion,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  when  the  paroxyfm  of  diftrefs,  is 
fairly  over,  we  can  identify  ourfelves,  as  it 
were,  with  the  ideal  man  within  the  breaft, 
and,  in  our  own  character,  view,  as  in  the 
one  cafcj  our  ow^n  fituation,  fo  in  the  other, 
.our  own  condud:,  with  the  fevere  eyes  of  the 
mofl:  impartial  fpedtator.  But  our  judgments 
now  are  often  of  little  importance  in  compa- 
rifon  of  what  they  were  before  ;  and  can  fre- 
quently produce  nothing  but  vain  regret  and 
unavailing  repentance  ;  without  always  fecur- 
ing  us  from  the  like  errors  in  time  to  come. 
It  is  feldom,  however,  that  they  are  quite 
candid  even  in  this  cafe.  The  opinion 
which  we  entertain  of  our  own  charader  de- 
pends entirely  on  our  judgment  concerning 
our  pad  condud.     It  is  fo  difagreeable  to 

think 
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think  ill  of  oiirfelvcs,  that  we  often  purpofcly 
turn  away  our  view  from  thofc  circuni- 
ftances  which  miglit  render  that  judgment 
imfivourahle.  He  is  a  hold  furgcon,  they 
fay,  whofe  hand  docs  not  tremble  when  he 
performs  an  operation  upon  his  own  perfon  ; 
and  he  is  often  equally  bold  who  does  not 
hcfitate  to  pull  off  the  myfterious  veil  of  felf- 
delufion,  which  covers  from  his  view  the 
deformities  of  his  own  condu(!!t.  Rather 
than  fee  our  own  behaviour  under  fo  dif- 
agreeable  an  afpc6l,  we  too  often,  fooliflily 
and  weakly,  endeavour  to  exafperate  anew 
thofe  unjuft  pafTions  v.-hich  h:id  formerly 
milled  us ;  we  endeavour  by  artifice  to 
awaken  our  old  hatreds,  and  irritate  afrefh 
our  almofl:  forgotten  refentmcnts  :  we  eved 
exert  ourfelves  for  this  miferable  purpofe,  and 
thus  perfevere  in  juftice,  merely  becaufe  we 
once  were  unjufl:,  and  becaufe  we  are  afhamed 
and  afraid  to  fee  that  we  were  fo. 

So  partial  are  the  views  of  mankind  with 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  their  own  conduft, 
both  at  the  time  of  adion  and  after  it  ;  end 
fo  difficult  is  it  for  them  to  view  it  in  the 
light  in  which  any  indifferent  fpedatcr  would 
confider  it.  But  if  it  was  by  a  peculiar 
faculty,  fuch  as  the  moral  fenfe  is  fuppofcd 
to  be,  that  they  judged  of  their  own  conduct, 
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if  they  were  endued  with  a  particular  power 
of  perception,  which  diftinguiilied  the  beauty 
or  deformity  of  paffions  and  affections ;  as 
their  own  paffions  would  be  more  immedi- 
ately expofed  to  the  view  of  this  faculty,  it 
would  judge  with  more  accuracy  concerning 
them,  than  concerning  thofe  of  other  men, 
of  which  It  had  only  a  more  diftant  profpect. 

This  felf  deceit,  this  fatal  weaknefs  of 
mankind,  is  the  fource  of  half  the  diforders 
of  human  life.  If  we  faw  ourfelves  in  the 
light  in  which  others  fee  us,  or  in  which 
they  would  fee  us  if  they  knew  all,  a  reform- 
ation would  generally  be  unavoidable.  We 
could  not  otherwife  endure  the  fight. 

Nature,  however,  has  not  left  this  weak- 
nefs, which  is  of  fo  much  Importance,  alto- 
gether without  a  remedy ;  nor  has  fhe  aban- 
doned us  entirely  to  the  delufions  of  felf- 
love.  Our  continual  obfervations  upon  the 
conduct  of  others,  infenfibly  lead  us  to  form 
to  ourfelves  certain  general  rules  concerning 
what  is  fit  and  proper  either  to  be  done  or 
to  be  avoided.  Some  of  their  actions  fhock 
all  cur  natural  fentiments.  We  hear  every 
body  about  us  exprefs  the  like  deteftation 
againft  them.  This  ftill  further  confirms, 
arid  even  exafperates  our  natural  fenfe  of 
their  deformity.     It  fatisfies  us  that  we  view 

them 
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them  in  the  proper  light,  when  we  fee  other 
people  view  them  in  the  fame  light.  We 
relolve  never  to  be  guilty  of  the  like,  nor 
ever,  upon  any  account,  to  render  ourlelves 
in  this  manner  the  objcdls  of  univcrfal  dillip- 
probation.  We  thus  naturally  lay  down  to 
ourfelves  a  general  rule,  that  all  fuch  adlions 
are  to  be  avoided,  as  tending  to  render  us 
odious,  contemptible,  or  punifliable,  the  ob- 
}.ccts>  of  all  thofe  fentiments  for  v\'hich  we 
have  the  greatell  dread  and  avcrfion.  Other 
a(n:ions,  on  the  contrary,  call  forth  our  ap- 
probation, and  we  hear  every  body  around 
us  exprefs  the  fame  favourable  opinion  con- 
cerning them.  Every  body  is  eager  to  ho- 
nour and  reward  them.  They  excite  all 
thofe  fentiments  for  which  we  have  by  na- 
ture the  ftrongeft  deGre  ;  the  love,  the  gra- 
titude, the  admiration  of  mankind.  We  be- 
come ambitious  of  performing  the  like  ;  and 
thus  naturally  lay  down  to  ourfelves  a  rule  of 
another  kind,  that  every  opportunity  of  act- 
ing in  this  manner  is  carefully  to  be  fought 
after. 

It  is  thus  that  the  general  rules  of  morality 
are  formed.  They  are  ultimately  founded 
upon  experience  of  what,  in  particular  in- 
ftances,  our  moral  faculties,  our  natural 
fenfe  of  merit  and   propriety,    approve,    or 
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difapprove  of.  We  do  not  originally  ap- 
prove or  condemn  particular  adions ;  be- 
caufe,  upon  examination,  they  appear  to  be 
agreeable  or  inconliftent  with  a  certain  gene- 
ral rule.  The  general  rule,  on  the  contrary, 
is  formed,  by  finding  from  experience,  that 
all  adions  of  a  certain  kind,  or  circum- 
ftanced  in  a  certain  manner,  are  approved  or 
difapproved  of.  To  the  man  who  firft  faw 
an  inhuman  murder,  committed  from  ava-* 
rice,  envy,  or  unjuft  refentment,  and  upon 
one  too  that  loved  and  trufted  the  murderer, 
who  beheld  the  laft  agonies  of  the  dying 
perfon,  who  heard  him,  with  his  expiring 
breath,  complain  more  of  the  perfidy  and 
ingratitude  of  his  falfe  friend,  than  of  the 
violence  which  had  been  done  to  him,  there 
could  be  no  occafion,  in  order  to  conceive 
how  horrible  fuch  an  adion  was,  that  he 
fhoidd  refled,  that  one  of  the  moft  facred 
rules  of  condud  was  what  prohibited  the 
taking  away  the  life  of  an  innocent  perfon, 
that  this  w^as  a  plain  violation  of  that  rule, 
and  confequcntly  a  very  blameable  adion. 
His  deteftation  of-  this  crime,  it  is  evident, 
would  arife  inftantaneoufly  and  antecedent  to 
his  having  formed  to  himfelf  any  fuch  gene- 
ral rule.  The  general  rule,  on  the  contrary, 
which  he  might  afterwards  form,  would  be 

founded 
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founded  upon  llie  detcftatlon  which  lie  felt 
neceifarily  arifc  in  his  own  breall,  at  the 
thought  of  this,  and  every  other  partlcuhir 
acflion  of  the  fame  kind. 

When  we  read  in  hiftory  or  romance,  tlie 
account  of  adlions  either  of  generofity  or  of 
balenefs,  the  admiration  which  wc  conceive 
for  the  one,  and  the  contempt  which  we  leel 
for  the  other,  neither  of  them  arife  from 
refledin<5  that  there  are  certain  general  rules 
which  declare  all  adlions  of  the  one  kind  ad- 
mirable, and  all  atStions  of  the  other  contemp- 
tible. Thofe  general  rules,  on  the  contrary, 
are  all  formed  from  the  experience  we  have 
had  of  the  effeds  which  actions  of  all  differ- 
ent kinds  naturally  produce  upon  us. 

An  amiable  action,  a  refpedlable  action, 
an  horrid  ad  ion,  are  all  ol  them  adlions 
which  naturally  excite  for  the  perlbn  who 
performs  them,  the  love,  the  refped:,  or  the 
horror  of  the  fpedaior.  The  general  rules 
which  determine  what  adions  are,  and  what 
are  not,  the  objeds  of  each  of  thofe  fenti- 
ments,  can  be  formed  no  other  way  than  by 
cbferving  what  adions  adually  and  in  fad 
excite  them. 

When  thefe  general  rules,  indeed,  have 
been  formed,  when  they  are  univerially  ac- 
knowledged and   eftablilhed,  by  the  concur- 
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ring  fentlinents  of  mankind,  we  frequently 
appeal  to  them  as  to  the  ftandards  of  judg- 
ment, in  debating  concerning  the  degree  of 
praife  or  blame  that  is  due  to  certain  adiions 
of  a  complicated  and  dubious  nature.  They 
are  upon  thefe  occafions  commonly  cited  as 
the  ultimate  foundations  of  what  is  juft  and 
unjuft  in  human  conduit;  and  this  circum- 
ftance  feems  to  have  miiled  feveral  very  emi- 
nent authors,  to  draw  up  their  fyflems  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they  had  fuppofed  that 
the  original  judgments  of  mankind  with 
regard  to  right  and  wrong,  were  formed  like 
the  decifions  of  a  court  of  judicatory,  by  con- 
fidering  firft  the  general  rule,  and  then, 
fecondly,  whether  the  particular  ad;ion  under 
coniideration  fell  properly  within  its  compre- 
henfion. 

Thofe  general  rules  of  conduit,  when  they 
have  been  fixed  in  our  mind  by  habitual  re- 
fledtion,  are  of  great  ufe  in  correding  the 
mifreprefentations  of  felf-love  concerning 
what  is  fit  and  proper  to  be  done  in  our  par- 
ticular lituation.  The  man  of  furious  reient- 
jnent,  if  he  was  to  liften  to  the  dictates  of 
that  pafTion,  would  perhaps  regard  the  death 
of  his  enemy,  as  but  a  fmall  compenfation 
for  the  wrong,  he  imagines,  he  has  received; 
which,    however,  may  be  no   more  than  a 
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very  flight   provocation.       But  lils   obferva- 
tions  upon  the  conclu(fl:  of  others,  have  taught 
him  how  horrible  all  iuch  fanguinary  revenges 
appear.      Uulels  his  education  has  been  very 
fingular,  he  has  laid  it  down  to  hiinfelf  as  an 
inviolable  rule,  to  abftain  from  them  upon  all 
occafions.     This  rule   preferves  its  authority 
with  lilm,  and  renders  him  incapable  of  be- 
ing guilty  of  fuch  a  violence.     Yet  the  fury 
of  his  own   temper   may  be  fuch,  that  had 
this   been   the  lirft   time   in   which  he   con- 
fidcred  fuch  an  action,  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  determined  it  to  be  quite  juft  and  pro- 
per,   and    v/hat     every    impartial    fpedtator 
would   approve  of.     But  that  reverence  for 
the  rule  which  paft  experience  has  impreffed 
upon    him,    checks   the   impctuofity    of  his 
paflion,  and  helps  him  to  correal  the  too  par- 
tial   views   which  felf-love   might    otherwife 
fuggeft,  of  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  his 
fituation.     If  he  fhould  allow  himfelf  to  be 
fo  far  tranfported  by  paffion  as  to  violate  this 
rule,  yet,  even  in  this  cafe,  he  cannot  throw 
offaltogether  the  awe  and  refpccl  with  which 
he  has  been  accuftomed  to  regard  it.     At  the 
very  time  ot  ading,  at  the  moment  in  which 
paflion  mounts  the  higheft,  he  hefitates  and 
trembles  at  the  thought  of  what  he  is  about 
to  do  ;   he  is  fecretly  cpnfcious  to  himfelf  that 

he 
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he  is  breaking  through  thofe  meafures  of 
condud:  which,  in  all  his  cool  hours,  he  had 
refolved  never  to  infringe,  which  he  had 
never  feen  infringed  by  others  without  the 
higheft  difapprobation,  and  of  which  the  in- 
fringement, Ins  own  mind  forebodes,  muft 
foon  render  him  the  object  of  the  fame  dif- 
agreeable  fentiments.  Before  he  can  take 
the  laft  fatal  refolution,  he  is  tormented  with 
all  the  agonies  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  ;  he 
is  terrified  at  the  thought  of  violating  fo 
facred  a  rule,  and  at  the  fame  time  is  urged 
and  goaded  on  by  the  fury  of  his  defires  to 
violate  it.  He  changes  his  purpofe  every 
moment ;  fometimes  he  refolves  to  adhere  to 
his  principle,  and  not  indulge  a  paffion 
which  may  corrupt  the  remaining  part  of  his 
life  with  the  horrors  of  fhame  and  repent- 
ance; and  a  momentary  calm  takes  pofTeffion 
of  his  bread,  from  the  profpedt  of  that  fecu- 
rity  and  tranquillity  which  he  will  enjoy 
when  he  thus  determines  not  to  expofe  him- 
felf  to  the  hazard  of  a  contrary  condud:. 
But  immediately  the  paffion  roufes  anew, 
and  with  frefh  fury  drives  him  on  to  commit 
what  he  had  the  inftant  before  refolved  to 
abftain  from.  Wearied  and  diftradted  with 
thofe  continual  irrefolutions,  he  at  length, 
from  a  fort  of  defpair,  makes  the  laft  fatal 
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and  irrecoverable  Hep  ;  but  with  tliat  terror 
and  amazement  with  wliich  one  ilying  from 
an  enemv  throws  himlcli  over  a  precipice, 
where  he  is  lure  of  meeting  with  more  cer- 
tain dellrudion  than  from  aiiv  thing  that 
purfues  him  from  hciund.  iSuch  are  his 
fentimenis  even  at  the  time  of  acting  ;  tliough 
lie  is  then,  no  doubt,  lefs  fenfihle  of  the  im- 
propriety of  his  own  condud:  thim  after- 
wards, when  his  paffion  being  gratified  and 
palled,  he  begins  to  view  what  he  has  done 
in  the  light  in  which  others  are  apt  to  view 
it  ;  and  actually  feels,  what  he  had  only  fore- 
feen  verv  imperfedtly  before,  the  flings  of 
remorfe  and  repentance  begin  to  agitate  and 
torment  him. 


CHAP.    V. 

Of  the  injliience  and  authority  of  the  general 
Rules  of  Morality^  and  that  they  are  j //fly 
regarded  as  the  Laws  of  the  Deity, 

THE  regard  to  thofe  general  rules  of  con- 
dud,  is  what  is  pioperiy  called  a  icnfe 
of  duty,  a  principle  of  ttie  greatell  conl'e- 
quence  in  human  life,  and  the  only  principle 

by 
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by  which  the  bulk  of  mankind   are  capable 
of  dire<5ting  their  adlions.     Many  men  be- 
have very  decently,  and  through  the  whole 
of  their  Uves  avoid  any  confiderable  degree 
of  blame,  who  yet,  perhaps,  never  felt  the 
fentiment  upon  the  propriety  of  which  we 
found  our  approbation  of  their  condudt,  but 
ad:ed  merely  from  a  regard  to  wha.t  they  faw 
were  the  eftablilhed  rules  of  behaviour.    The 
man  who  has  received  great   benefits  from 
another  perfon,  may,  by  the  natural  coldnefs 
of  his  temper,  feel  but  a  very  fmall  degree 
of  the  fentiment  of  gratitude.    If  he  has  been 
virtuoufly  educated,  however,  he  will  often 
have  been  made  to  obferve  how  odious  thofe 
actions  appear  which  denote  a  want  of  this 
fentiment,    and   how  amiable   the   contrary. 
Though  his  heart  therefore  is   not   warmed 
wuth  any  grateful  affedlion,  he  will  ftrive  to 
siOi  as  if  it  was,  and  will  endeavour  to  pay 
all  thofe  regards  and  attentions  to  his  patron 
which   the  livelieft  gratitude  could  fuggeft. 
He  will   vifit  him  regularly  ;  he  will  behave 
to  him  refpe6;fully  ;  he  w^ill  never  talk  of 
him    but    with     expreffions   of  the    higheft 
cfteem,  and  of  the  many  obligations  which 
he  owes  to  him.     And  what  is  more,  he  wilj 
carefully  embrace  every  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing a  proper  return  for  paft  fervices.     He 
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may  do  all  this  too  without  any  hypocrify 
or  blameahlc  diflimulation,  without  any  fclf- 
illi  intention  of  obtaining  new  favour?,,  and 
without  any  defign  of  impofing  either  upon 
his  benefactor  or  the  public.     The  motive  of 
his  adlions  may  be  no  other  than  a  reverence 
for  the  clUbliihed  rule  of  duty,  a  ferious  and 
earned  defire  of  ading,  in  every  refpecl,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  gratitude.     A  wife,  in 
the  fame  manner,  may   fometimes   not  feel 
that  tender  regard  for  her  hufband  which  is 
fuitablc  to  the  relation  that  fubfifts  between 
them.     If  flie  has  been  virtuoufly  educated, 
however,  flie  will  endeavour  to  ad:  as  if  flic 
felt  it,  to  be  careful,  officious,  faithful,  and 
fmcere,  and  to   be  delicient  in  none  of  thofe 
attentions   which  the   fentiment  of  conjueal 
affedion   could   have   prompted  her  to  per- 
form.    Such  a  friend,  and  fuch  a  wife,  are 
neither  of  them,  undoubtedly,  the  very  beft 
of  their  kinds ;   and  though   both   of  them 
may  have  the  moft  ferious  and  earneft  defire 
to  fulfil  every  part  of  their  duty,  yet  they 
will  fail  in  many  nice  and  delicate  regards, 
the  will  mifs  many  opportunities  of  obliging 
which  they  could   never  have  overlooked  if 
they  had   poffeffed   the  fentiment  that  is  pro- 
per to  their  fituation.     Though  not  the  very 
iiril  of  their  iciaus,  however,  they  are  per- 
haps 
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haps  the  fecond  ;  and  if  the  regard  to  the 
general  rules  of  condudl  has  been  very 
flrongly  imprcffed  upon  them,  neither  of 
them  will  fail  in  any  very  eflfential  part  of 
their  duty.  None  but  thofe  of  the  happieft 
mould  are  capable  of  fuiting,  with  exa(fk 
juftnefs,  their  fentiments  and  behaviour  to 
the  fmalleft  difference  of  fituation,  and  of 
adting  upon  all  occafions  with  the  mod  deli- 
cate and  accurate  propriety.  The  coarfe  clay 
of  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  formed, 
cannot  be  wrought  up  to  fuch  perfedion. 
There  is  fcarce  any  man,  however,  who  by 
difcipline,  education,  and  example,  may  not 
be  fo  impreffcd  with  a  regard  to  general  rules, 
as  to  acSt  upon  almoft  every  occafion  with 
tolerable  decency,  and  through  the  w^hole  of 
his  life  to  avoid  any  confiderable  degree  of 
blame. 

Without  this  facred  regard  to  general  rules, 
there  is  no  man  whofe  conduct  can  be  much 
depended  upon.  It  is  this  which  conftitutes 
the  moft  effential  difference  between  a  man 
of  principle  and  honour  and  a  worthlefs  fel- 
low. The  one  adheres,  on  all  occafions, 
fteadily  and  refolutely  to  his  maxims,  and 
preferves  through  the  whole  of  his  life  one 
even  tenour  of  conduct.  The  other  a(Sta 
varioully  and  accidentally,  as  humour,  incli- 
nation. 
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nation,  or  intercll  cliance  to  be  iippermoft. 
Nav,  I'uch  are  the  inequalities  of  luimoiir  to 
vvliieh  all  men  are  llibjed,  that  without  this 
principle,  the  man  who,  in  all  his  cool  hoiu's, 
had  the  moll  delicate  feniihility  to  the  propri- 
iety  of  conduct,  might  often  be  led  to  ad:  ab- 
furdly  upon  the  moll  frivolous  occafions,  and 
when  it  was  fcarce  pofTible  to  afTign  any  feri- 
ous  motive  for  his  behaving  in  this  manner. 
Your  friend   makes   you   a   vifit  when   you 
happen  to  be  in  a  humour  which  makes  it 
difagreeable  to  receive  him  :  in  your  prefcnt 
mood  his  civility  is  very  apt  to  appear  an 
impertinent  intrufion  ;  and   if  you  were  to 
give  way  to  the  views  of  things  which   at 
this  time  occur,  though  civil  in  your  temper, 
you  would  behave  to  him  with  coldnefs  and 
contempt.      What  renders  you  incapable  of 
fuch  a  rudcnefs,  is  nothing  but  a   regard  to 
the  general  rules  of  civility   and  hofpitality, 
which  prohibit   it.     That  habitual  reverence 
which   your   former   experience    has  taught 
you  for  thefc,  enables  you   to  ad,  upon  all 
fuch  occafions,  with  nearly  equal  propriety, 
and  hinders  thofe  inequalities  of  temper,  to 
which  all  men  are  fubjecl,  from  influencing 
your  conduct  in    any  very  fenfible   degree. 
But  if  without  regard  to  thefe  general  rules, 
even  the  duties  of  politenefs,  which  are  fo 

eafily 
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eafily  obferved,  and  which  one  can  fcarce 
have  any  ferious  motive  to  violate,  would 
yet  be  fo  frequently  violated,  what  would 
become  of  the  duties  of  juftice,  of  truth,  of 
chaftity,  of  fidelity,  which  it  is  often  fo  dif- 
ficult to  obferve,  and  which  there  may  be  fo 
many  ftrong  motives  to  violate?  But  upon 
the  tolerable  obfervance  of  thefe  duties,  de- 
pends the  very  exiftence  of  human  focietyj 
which  would  crumble  into  nothing  if  man- 
kind were  not  generally  imprefled  with  a 
reverence  for  thofe  important  rules  of  con- 
dud. 

This  reverence  is  ftill  further  enhanced  by 
an  opinion  which  is  firft  imprefled  by  nature, 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  reafoning  and 
philofophy,  that  thofe  important  rules  of 
morality  are  the  commands  and  laws  of  the 
Deity,  who  will  finally  reward  the  obedient^ 
and  punilh  the  tranfgreffors  of  their  duty. 

This  opinion  or  apprehenfion,  I  fay,  feems 
firft  to  be  imprefled  by  nature.  Men  are 
naturally  led  to  afcribe  to  thofe  myfterious^ 
beings,  whatever  they  are,  which  happen, 
in  any  country,  to  be  the  objeds  of  religious 
fear,  all  their  own  fentiments  and  paflions. 
They  have  no  other,  they  can  conceive  no 
other  to  afcribe  to  them.  Thofe  unknown 
intelligences  which  they  imagine  but  fee  not^ 
y  mull 
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mull  nccefTarily  be  formed  with  fome  fort  of 
refemblance  to  thofc  intelligences  of  which 
they  have  experience.  During  the  ignorance 
and  darknefs  of  pagan  fuperfUtion,  mankind 
fcem  to  have  formed  the  ideas  of  their  divini- 
ties with  fo  little  delicacy,  that  they  afcribed 
to  them,  indifcriminately,  all  the  paflions  of 
human  nature,  thofe  not  excepted  which  do 
the  leaft  honour  to  our  fpecies,  fuch  as  lufl:, 
liunger,  avarice,  envy,  revenge.  They 
could  not  fail,  therefore,  to  afcribe  to  thole 
beings,  for  the  excellence  of  whofe  nature 
they  ftill  conceived  the  higheft  admiration, 
thofe  fentiments  and  qualities  which  are  the 
great  ornaments  of  humanity,  and  which 
feem  to  raife  it  to  a  refemblance  of  divine 
perfeiflion,  the  love  of  virtue  and  benefi- 
cence, and  the  abhorrence  of  vice  and  injus- 
tice. The  man  who  was  injured,  called 
upon  Jupiter  to  be  witneis  of  the  wrong  that 
was  done  to  him,  and  could  not  doubt,  but 
that  divine  being  would  behold  it  with  the 
fame  indignation  which  would  animate  the 
meaneft  of  mankind,  who  looked  on  when 
injuftice  was  committed.  The  man  who  did 
the  injury,  felt  ^himfelf  to  be  the  proper  ob- 
ject: of  the  dctedation  and  refentment  of 
mankind  ;  and  his  natural  fears  led  him  to 
impute  the  fume  fentiments  to  thofe  awful 
VOL.  I.  Z  beings, 
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beings,  whofe  prefence  he  could  not  avoid, 
^and  whofe  power  he  could  not  refifl:.  Thefe 
natural  hopes  and  fears,  and  fufpicions,  were 
propagated  by  fympathy,  and  confirmed  by 
education ;  and  the  gods  were  univerfally 
reprefented  and  believed  to  be  the  rewarders 
of  humanity  and  mercy,  and  the  avengers  of 
perfidy  and  injuftice.  And  thus  religion, 
even  in  its  rudeft  form,  gave  a  fandion  to  the 
rules  of  morality,  long  before  the  age  of  arti- 
ficial reafoning  and  philofophy.  That  the 
terrors  of  religion  fhould  thus  enforce  the  na- 
tural fenfe  of  duty,  was  of  too  much  import- 
ance to  the  happinefs  of  mankinrd,  for  nature 
to  leave  it  dependant  upon  the  flownefs  and 
uncertainty,  of  philofophical  refearches, 

Thefe    refearches,    however,    when    they 

came  to  take  place,  confirmed  thofe  original 

anticipations  of  nature.     Upon  whatever  we 

fuppofe  that  our  moral  faculties  are  founded, 

;  whether  upon  a  certain  modification  of  rea- 

fon,  upon  an  original  inftind:,  called  a  moral 

fenfe,  or  upon  fome  other  principle  of  our 

nature,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  they  were 

given  us  for  the  diredion  of  our  conduct  in 

-this  life.     They  carry  along  with  them  the 

moft  evident  badges  of  this  authority,  which 

denote  that  they  were  fet  up  within  us  to  be 

-the  fupreme  arbiters  of  all    our  adions,   to 

f  -  ^  fuper- 


Chap.  V.  of  Duty,  339 

iupcrintend  all  our  fenfes,  p.ifTions,  and  ap- 
petites, and  to  judge  how  far  each  of  ihcm 
was  either  to  l)e  indulged  or  retrained.  Our 
moral  faculties  are  by  no  means,  as  fome 
have  pretended,  upon  a  level  in  this  refpedt 
with  the  other  faculties  and  appetites  of  our 
nature,  endowed  with  no  more  right  to 
reftrain  thefe  lafl:,  than  thefe  lafl:  arc  to 
reftrain  them.  No  other  faculty  or  principle 
of  adlion  judges  of  any  other.  Love  does 
not  judge  ef  refentment,  nor  refentment  of 
love.  Thofe  two  pafTions  may  be  oppofite 
to  one  another,  hut  cannot,  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  faid  to  approve  or  diiapprove  of 
one  another.  But  it  is  the  peculiar  office  of 
thofe  faculties  now  under  our  confideration 
to  judge,  to  beftow  cenfure  or  applaufe  upon 
all  the  other  principles  of  our  nature.  They 
may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  fenfes  of  which 
thofe  principles  are  the  ohjecfts.  Every  fenfe 
is  fupreme  over  its  own  obje(fts.  There  is  no 
appeal  from  the  eye  with  regard  to  the 
beauty  of  colours,  nor  from  the  ear  with 
regard  to  the  harmony  of  founds,  nor  from 
the  tafte  with  regard  to  the  agreeablenefs  of 
flavours.  Each  of  thofe  fenfes  judges  in  the 
laft  refort  of  its  own  objeds.  Whatever 
gratifies  the  tafle  is  fweet,  vv  hatever  pleafes 
tlie   eye   is   beautiful,   whatever   foothes  the 

z  2  ear 


3 40  Of  ibe  Sei^se  Part  III. 

ear  is  harmonious.  The  very  efTence  of  each 
of  thofe  qualities  confifts  in  its  being  fitted  to 
pleafe  the  fenfe  to  which  it  is  acidreffed.  It 
belongs  to  our  moral  faculties,  in  the  fame 
manner,  to  determine  when  the  ear  ought  to 
be  foothed,  when  the  eye  ought  to  be  indulg- 
ed, when  the  tafle  ought  to  be  gratified,  when 
and  how  far  every  other  principle  of  our  na- 
ture ought  either  to  be  indulged  or  reftrain- 
ed.  What  is  agreeable  to  our  moral  facul- 
ties, is  fit,  and  right,  and  proper  to  be  done  ; 
the  contrary,  wrong,  unfit,  and  improper. 
The  fentiments  which  they  approve  of,  are 
graceful  and  becoming;  the  contrary,  un- 
graceful and  unbecoming.  The  very  words, 
right,  wrong,  fit,  improper,  graceful,  unbe- 
coming, mean  only  vv^hat  pleaies  or  difpleafes 
thofe  faculties. 

Since  thefe,  therefore,  were  plainly  intend- 
ed to  be  the  governing  principles  of  hu- 
man nature,  the  rules  which  they  prefcribe 
are  to  be  regarded  as  the  commands  and  laws 
of  the  Deity,  promulgated  by  thofe  vicege- 
rents which  he  has  thus  fet  up  within  us.  All 
general  rules  are  commonly  denominated 
laws :  thus  the  general  rules  which  bodies 
obferve  in  the  communication  of  motion,  are 
called  the  laws  of  motion.  But  thofe  gene- 
ral rules  which  our  moral  faculties  obferve 

ia 
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in  approving  or  condemning  whatever  fenti- 
ment  or  ailion  is  fubjciltcd  to  their  examina- 
tion, may  much  more  juftly  be  denominated 
fu^  h.  They  have  a  much  greater  refemblance 
to  what  are  properly  called  law<^,  thole 
geMora'  rules  which  the  forcreic^n  lays  down 
to  diredl  thv  condud  of  his  fubjcds.  I/ike 
them  they  are  rules  to  direft  the  free  adions 
of  meiT :  thev  are  prefcribed  mofl:  furely  by  a 
lawful  fuperior,  and  are  attended  too  with  the 
fandion  of  rewards  and  punifhments.  Thofe 
vicegerents  of  God  within  us,  never  fail  to 
pun.lh  the  violation  of  therri,  by  the  torments 
of  inward  {liame,  and  felf-condemnaiion;  and 
on  the  contrary, always  reward  obedience w^irh 
tranquillltv  of  Uiind,  with  contentment,  and 
felf-fatisfadion. 

There  are  innumerable  other  confidera- 
tions  which  fervc  to  confirm  the  fame  con- 
clufion.  The  happinefs  of  mankind,  as  well 
as  of  all  other  rational  creatures,  feems  to  have 
been  the  original  purpofe  intended  by  the 
Author  of  r.ature,  when  he  brought  them 
into  exiftence.  No  other  end  feems  worthy 
of  that  fupreme  wifdom  and  divine  benignity 
which  we  nccefTarily  afcrihe  to  him  ;  and  this 
opinion,  which  we  are  led  to  by  the  abftrad 
confideration  of  his  infinite  pertedions,  is 
flill  more  confirmed  by  the  examination  of 
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the  works  of  nature,  which  Teem  all  intended 
to  promote  happinefs,  and  to  guard  againft 
mifery.  But  by  acting  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  our  moral  faculties,  we  necefTarily 
purfue  the  mod  efTecStual  means  for  promot- 
ing the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  may 
therefore  be  fald,  in  fome  fenfe,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Deity,  and  to  advance  as  far  as.  in 
our  power  the  plan  of  Providence.  By  ail- 
ing otherways,  on  the  contrary,  we  feem  to 
obftrudl,  in  fome  mcafure,  the  fcheme  which 
the  Author  of  nature  has  eftablifhed  for  the 
happinefs  and  perfedion  of  the  world,  and  to 
declare  ourfelves,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  in  fome 
meafure  the  enemies  of  God.  Hence  we  are 
naturally  encouraged  to  hope  for  his  extraor- 
dinary favour  and  reward  in  the  one  cafe, 
and  to  dread  his  vengeance  and  punifliracnt 
in  the  other. 

There  are  befides  many  other  reafons,  and 
many  other  natural  principles,  which  all  tend 
to  confirm  and  inculcate  the  fame  falutary 
dodrine.  If  we  confider  the  general  rules 
by  which  external  profperity  and  adverfity 
are  commonly  diflributed  in  this  life,  we 
Jhall  find,  that  notwithftanding  the  diforder 
in  which  all  things  appear  to  be  in  this  world, 
yet  even  here  every  virtue  naturally  meets 
with  its  proper  reward,  with  the  recompenfe 

which 
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which  is  moft  fit  to  encourage  and  promote 
it;   ancfthis  too   ib  furcly,  that  it  requires  a 
very   extraordinary   concurrence    of  circum- 
ftanccs  entirely  to  difappoint  it.     What  is  the 
reward  moft  proper  for  encouraging  induftry, 
prudence,    and    circumfpedion?    Succefs    in 
every  fort  of  bufinefs.     And  is  it  pofFible  tliat 
in  the  whole  of  life  thefe  virtues  fhould  fail 
of  attaining  it  ?  Wealth  and  external  honours 
are  their  proper  recompenfe,  and  the  recom- 
penfe  wliich   they  can  fcldom  fail  of  acquir- 
ing.     What  reward  is  moft  proper  for  pro- 
moting the  practice  of  truth,  juftice,  and  hu- 
manity ?   The    contidence,    the   efteem,    and 
love  of  thole  we  live  with.     Humanity  does 
not  defire  to  be  great,  but  to  be  beloved.     It 
is  not   in   being  rich   that  truth  and  juftice 
would  rejoice,   but  in  being  trufted  and  be- 
lieved, recompenfes  which  thofe  virtues  muft 
almoft:  always  acquire.    By  fome  very  extra- 
ordinary and  unlucky  circumftance,  a  good 
man  may  come  to  be  fufpeded  of  a  crime  of 
which  he  w^as  altogether  incapable,  and  upon 
that  account  be  moft  unjuftly  expofed  for  the 
remaining  part  of  his  life  to  the  horror  and 
averfion  of  mankind.     By  an  accident  of  this 
kind  he  may  be  faid  to  lofe  his  all,  notwith- 
fl:anding  his  integrity  and  juftice  ;  in  the  fame 
manner  as  a  cautious  man,  notwithftanding 
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his  utmoft  circumfpedion,  may  be  ruined  by 
an  earthquake  or  an  inundation,  Accidents 
of  the  firft  kind,  however,  are  perhaps  Hill 
more  rare,  and  ftill  more  contrary  to  the 
common  courfe  of  things  than  thofe  of  the 
fecond  ;  and  it  ftill  remains  true,  that  the 
praftice  of  truth,  juflice,  and  humanity  is  a 
certain  and  ahnoft  infallible  method  of  ac- 
quiring what  thofe  virtues  chiefly  aim  at,  the 
confidence  and  love  of  thofe  we  live  with.  A 
perfon  may  be  very  eafily  mifreprefented 
-with  regard  to  a  particular  action  ;  but  it  is 
fcarce  poffible  that  he  fhould  be  fo  with  re- 
gard to  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct. 
An  innocent  man  may  be  believed  to  have 
done  wrong :  this,  however,  will  rarely  hap- 
pen. On  the  contrary,  the  eftablifhed  opi- 
nion of  the  innocence  of  his  manners  will 
often  lead  us  to  abfolve  him  where  he  has 
really  been  in  the  fault,  notwithftanding  very 
flrong  prefumptions.  A  knave,  in  the  fame 
manner,  may  efcape  cenfure,  or  even  meet 
v/ith  applaufe,  for  a  particular  knavery,  in 
which  his  conduct  is  not  underftood.  But 
no  man  was  ever  habitually  fuch,  without 
being  almofl;  univerfally  known  to  be  fo,  and 
without  being  even  frequently  fufpeded  of 
guilt,^  when  he  was  in  reality  perfedlly  inno- 
cent.    And  fo  far  as  vice  and  virtue  can  be 
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cither  puninicd  or  rewarded  by  the  fentl- 
mcnts  and  opinions  of  mankind,  they  both, 
according  to  the  common  courfe  of  things^ 
meet  evvn  hce  with  fomething  more  than 
exadl  and  iinpartial  juftice. 

lUit  lhou;^h  the  general  rules  by  which 
profpcrity  and  adveriity  are  commonly  dis- 
tributed, when  confidered  in  this  cool  and 
philofophical  li'j;ht,  appear  to  be  perfectly 
fuited  to  the  iituation  of  mankind  in  this  life, 
yet  they  are  by  no  means  fuited  to  fome  of 
our  natural  fcntiments.  Our  natural  love 
and  admiration  for  fome  virtues  is  fuch,  that 
we  ill  juld  wifli  to  bellow  on  them  all  forts  of 
honours  and  rewards,  even  thofe  which  we 
muft  acknowledge  to  be  the  proper  recom- 
penfes  of  other  qualities,  with  which  thofe 
virtues  are  not  always  accompanied.  Our 
detertation,  on  the  contrary,  for  lome  vices 
is  fuch,  that  we  fliould  deOre  to  heap  upon 
them  every  fort  of  difgrace  and  difafter,  thofe 
not  excepted  which  are  the  natural  confe- 
quences  ot  very  different  qualities.  Magna- 
nimity, generofity,  and  juftice  command  fo 
high  a  degree  of  admiration,  that  we  defire 
to  fee  them  crowned  with  wealth,  and  power, 
and  honours  of  every  kind,  the  natural  con- 
fequences  of  prudence,  induftry,  and  applica- 
tion ;   qualities  with  which  thofe  virtues  are 

not 
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not  Infeparably  connected.    Fraud,  falfehood, 
brutality,   and  violence,  on  the  other  hand, 
excite  in  every  human  breaft  fuch  fcorn  and 
abhorrence,  that  our  indignation  roufes  to  fee 
them   poffefs  thofe   advantages  which   they 
may  in  feme  fenfe  be  faid  to  have  merited, 
by  the  diligence  and  induftry  with  which 
thev  are   fometimes  attended.      The  induf- 
trious  knave  cultivates  the  foil ;  the  indolent 
good  man  leaves  it  uncultivated.    Who  ought 
to  reap  the  harveft  ?  Who  ftarve,  and  who 
live  in  plenty  ?  The  natural  courfe  of  things 
decides  it  in  favour  of  the  knave :  the  natural 
fentiments  of  mankind  in  favour  of  the  man 
of  virtue.     Man  judges,  that  the  good  qua- 
lities of  the  one  are  greatly  over-recompenfed 
by  thofe  advantages  which  they  tend  to  pro- 
cure him,  and  that  the  omiiTions  of  the  other 
are  by  far  too  feverely  punifhed  by  the  dif- 
trefs  which  they  naturally  bring  upon  him  ; 
and  human  laws,  the  confequences  of  human 
fentiments,  forfeit  the  life  and  the  eftate  of 
the  induflrious  and  cautious  traitor,  and  re- 
ward, by  extraordinary  recompenfes,  the  fide- 
lity and  public  fpirit  of  the  improvident  and 
carelefs  good  citizen.     Thus  man  is  by  Na- 
ture directed  to  correct,  in  fome  meafure,  that 
diftribution  of  things  which  fhe  herfelf  would 
otherwife  have  made.     The  rules  which  for 
13  this 
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this  purpofe  flie  prompts  liim  to  follow,  are 
difl'ercnt  from  tlioie  which  fhe  herfelf  oh- 
fervcs.  She  beftows  upon  every  virtue,  and 
upon  every  vice,  that  prcclfe  reward  or  pu- 
nilhment  wliich  is  bell  fitted  to  encourage  tlie 
one,  or  to  rcllrain  the  other.  She  is  direded 
by  this  fole  confuleration,  and  pays  little  re- 
gard to  the  different  degrees  of  merit  and  de- 
merit, which  they  «nay  feem  to  poifefs  in  the 
fentiments  and  paflions  of  man.  Man,  on 
the  contrary,  pays  regard  to  this  only,  and 
would  endeavour  to  render  the  ftate  of  every 
virtue  precifely  proportioned  to  that  degree 
of  love  and  efteem,  and  of  every  vice  to  that 
degree  of  contempt  and  abhorrence,  which  he 
himfelf  conceives  for  it.  The  rules  which 
fhe  follows  are  tit  for  her,  thofc  which  he 
follows  for  him  :  but  both  are  calculated  to 
promote  the  fame  great  end,  the  order  of  the 
world,  and  the  perfedion  and  happinefs  of 
human  nature. 

But  though  man  is  thus  employed  to  alter 
that  diftribution  of  things  which  natural 
events  would  make,  if  left  to  thjmfelves  ; 
though,  like  the  gods  of  the  poets,  he  is  per- 
petually interpofing,  by  extraordinary  means, 
in  favour  of  virtue,  and  in  oppofition  to  vice, 
and,  like  them,  endeavours  to  turn  avvav  the 
arrow  that  is  aimed  at  the  head  of  the  right- 
eous. 
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eous,  but  to  accelerate  the  fword  of  deftruc- 
tion  that  is  lifted  u^/  againll:  the  wicked  ;  yet 
he  is  by  no  means  able  to  render  the  fortune 
of  either  quite  luitable  to  hiS  own  fentiments 
and  wiihes.  The  natural  courfe  of  things 
cannot  be  entirely  conrrolled  bv  the  impo- 
tent endeavours  of  rnan  :  the  current  is  too 
rapid  and  too  flrong  for  him  to  flop  it  ;  and 
though  the  rules  which  direct  it  appear  to 
have  been  eftablifhed  for  the  wiieft  and  beft 
purpofes,  they  fometimes  produce  effecfts 
which  Ihock  all  his  natural  fentimenrs.  That 
a  gr^at  combination  of  men  fhould  prevail 
over  a  fmall  one;  that  thole  who  engage  in 
an  enterprife  with  fore-thought  and  all  necef- 
fary  preparation,  fliould  prevail  over  fuch  as 
oppofe  them  without  any  ;  and  that  every 
end  fhould  be  acquired  by  thole  means  only 
which  Nature  has  eftablKbed  for  acquiring  it, 
feems  to  be  a  rule  not  only  neceflary  and  un- 
avoidable in  itfelf,  but  even  ufeful  and  proper 
for  roubng  the  induflry  and  attention  of  man- 
kind. Yet  when,  in  confequence  of  this  rule, 
Tiolence  and  artifice  prevail  over  fmcerity  and 
juftice,  what  indignation  does  it  not  excite  in 
the  breaft:  of  every  human  fpetftator  ?  What 
forrow  and  compafTion  for  the  fufFerings  of 
the  innocent,  and  what  furious  refentment 
againfl  the  iuccel's  of  the  oppreiTor  ?  We  are 

equally 


Chap.  V.  o/'DuTv.  349 

equally  grieved  and  cniagcd  at  tlie  wrong 
that  is  done,  l)iit  often  find  it  ukoj^ether  out 
of  our  power  to  redrels  it.  When  we  thus 
defpair  of  finding  any  orcc  upon  earth  which 
can  check  the  triumph  of  injulVicc,  we  natu- 
rally appeal  to  heaven,  and  hope  that  the 
great  Author  of  our  nature  will  himfelf  ex- 
ecute hereafter,  what  all  the  principles  Xvhich 
he  has  given  us  for  the  direction  of  our  con- 
dudt,  prompt  us  to  attempt  even  here  ;  tliat 
he  will  complete  the  plan  which  he  himfelf 
has  thus  tauglit  us  to  begin  ;  and  will,  in  a 
life  to  come,  render  to  every  one  according 
to  the  works  which  he  has  performed  in  this 
world.  And  thus  we  are  led  to  the  belief  of 
a  future  ftate,  not  only  by  the  weakneffes,  by 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  human  nature,  but  by 
the  nobleft  and  bed  principles  which  belong 
to  it,  by  the  love  of  virtue,  and  by  the  abhor- 
rence of  vice  and  injuftice. 

"  Does  it  fuit  the  greatnefs  of  God,"  fays 
the  eloquent  and  philofophical  bifliop  of 
Clermont,  with  that  paflionate  and  exagge- 
rating force  of  imagination,  which  fecms 
fometimes  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  decorum; 
"  does  it  fuit  the  greatnefs  of  God,  to  leave 
"  the  world  whicU  he  has  created  in  fo  uni- 
"  verfal  a  diforder?  To  fee  the  wicked  pre- 
"  vail  ahnpft  always  over  the  jufl;  the  inno- 

"  cent 


35^  OTf/j^  Sense  Partllf. 

*'  cent  dethroned  by  the  ufurper;  the  father 
*'  become  the  vi(fllm  of  the  ambition  of  an 
*'  unnatural  fon ;  the  hufband  expiring  un- 
*'  der  the  ftroke  of  a  barbarous  and  faithlefs 
*'  wife  ?  From  the  height  of  his  greatnefs 
*'  ought  God  to  behold  thofe  melancholy 
"  events  as  a  fantailical  amufement,  without 
"  taking  any  ftiare  in  them  ?  Becaufe  he  is 
"  great,  fhould  he  be  weak,  or  unjuft,  or 
"  barbarous?  Becaufe  men  are  little,  ought 
"  they  to  be  allowed  either  to  be  diffblute 
"  without  punifhment,  or  virtuous  without 
"  reward?  O  God!  if  this  is  the  character 
*'  of  your  Supreme  Being  ;  if  it  is  you  whom 
"  we  adore  under  fuch  dreadful  ideas  ;  I  can 
"  no  longer  acknowledge  you  for  my  father, 
"  for  my  protestor,  for  the  comforter  of  my 
"  forrow,  the  fupport  of  my  Vv^eaknefs,  the 
*'  rewarder  of  my  fidelity.  You  would  then 
"  be  no  more  than  an  indolent  and  fantafti- 
"  cal  tyrant,  v>rho  facrifices  mankind  to  his 
"  infolent  vanity,  and  who  has  brought  them 
"  out  of  nothing,  only  to  make  them  ferve 
"  for  the  fport  of  his  leifure  and  of  his  ca- 
"  price. 

When  the  general  rules  which  determine 
the  merit  and  demerit  of  adions,  come  thus 
to  be  regarded  as  the  laws  of  an  All-powerful 
Being,  who  watches  over  our  conduct,  and 

who, 
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who,  in  a  life  to  come,  will  reward  the  ob- 
Tervancc,  and  punifh  tlie  breacli  of  them  ; 
they  ncccflarily  acquire  a  now  facrednefs 
from  this  confideration.  That  our  rcjrard  to 
the  will  of  the  Deity  ought  to  be  the  fupreme 
rule  of  our  condudt,  can  be  doubted  of  by  no- 
body who  believes  his  exigence.  The  very 
thought  of  difobedience  appears  to  involve  in 
it  the  moft  fliocking  impropriety.  How  vain, 
how  abfurd  would  it  be  for  man,  either  to 
oppofc  or  to  negledt  the  commands  that  were 
laid  upon  him  by  Infmite  Wifdom,  and  Infi- 
nite Power!  How  unnatural,  how  impioufly 
ungrateful  not  to  reverence  the  precepts  that 
were  prefcribed  to  him  by  the  infinite  good- 
nefs  of  his  Creator,  even  though  no  punliTi- 
mcnt  was  to  follow  their  violation  !  The 
fenfe  of  propriety  too  is  here  well  fupported 
by  the  ftrongeft  motives  of  felf-interell.  The 
idea  that,  however  we  may  efcape  the  obferv- 
ation  of  man,  or  be  placed  above  the  reach  of 
human  punilhment,  yet  we  are  always  ading 
under  the  eye,  and  expofed  to  the  punifh- 
ment  of  God,  the  great  avenger  of  injuftlce, 
is  a  motive  capable  of  refl:raining  the  moft 
headftrong  paflions,  with  thole  at  leaft  who, 
by  conftant  refledlion,  have  rendered  it  fami- 
liar to  them. 

It 
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It  Is  in  this  manner  that  religion  enforces 
the  natural  fenfe  of  duty  :  and  hence  it  is, 
that  mankind  are  generally  difpofed  to  place 
great  confidence  in  the  probity  of  thofe  who 
feem  deeply  iraprcfled  with  religious  fenti- 
ments.  Such  perfons,  they  imagine,  ad:  un- 
der an  additional  tie,  befides  thofe  which  re- 
gulate the  condud  of  other  men.  The  re- 
gard to  the  propriety  of  adion,  as  well  as  to 
reputation,  the  regard  to  the  applaufe  of  his 
own  breaft,  as  well  as  to  that  of  others,'  are 
motives  which  they  fuppofe  have  the  fame 
influence  over  the  religious  man,  as  over  the 
man  of  the  world.  But  the  former  lies  un- 
der another  reftraint,  and  never  ads  delibe- 
rately but  as  in  the  prefence  of  that  Great 
Superior  who  is  finally  to  recompenfe  him 
according  to  his  deeds.  A  greater  truft  is 
repofed,  upon  this  account,  in  the  regularity 
and  exadnefs  of  his  condud.  And  wherever 
the  natural  principles  of  religion  are  not  cor- 
rupted by  the  fadious  and  party  zeal  of 
fome  worthlefs  cabal  5  wherever  the  firft 
duty  which  it  requires,  is  to  fulfil  all  the.  ob- 
ligations of  morality  ;  wherever  men  are  not 
taught  to  regard  frivolous  obfervances,  as 
more  immediate  duties  of  religion,  than  ads 
of  juftice  and  beneficence ;  and  to  imagine, 

that 
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that  by  facrificcs,  and  ceremonies,  and  vaia 
lupplications,  they  can  bargain  with  the 
Deity  for  fraud,  and  perfidy,  and  violence, 
the  world  undoubtedly  judges  right  in  this 
refped  ;  and  jul^ly  places  a  double  confi- 
dence in  the  reditude  of  the  religious  man's 
behaviour. 


CHAP.    VI. 


/;;  what  cafes  the  Seiife  of  Bitty  ought  to  be  the 
fole  principle  of  our  conduEl ;  and  in  ivhat 
cafes  it  ought  to  concur  with  other  fuotives. 


R 


ELiGiON  affords  fiich  flrong  motives  to 
the  practice  of  virtue,  and  guards  us  by 
fuch  powerful  reftraints  from  the  temptations 
of  vice,  that  many  have  been  led  to  fuppofe, 
that  religious  principles  were  the  fdle  laudable 
motives  of  adtion.  We  ought  neither,  they 
faid,  to  reward  from  gratitude,  nor  puniih 
from  refentment ;  we  ought  neither  to  pro- 
tect the  helpleffnefs  of  our  children,  nor  af- 
ford fupport  to  the  infirmities  of  our  parents, 
from  natural  affedion.  All  affedions  for 
particular  objeds  ought  to  be  extinguiflied  in 
our  breaft,  and  one  great  affedion  take  the 

VOL,  I.  A  A  place 
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place  of  all  others,  the  love  of  the  Deity,  the 
defire  of  rendering  ourfelves  agreeable  to 
him,  and  of  diredting  our  condudl,  in  every 
refpedt,  according  to  his  will.  We  ought  not 
to  be  grateful  from  gratitude,  we  ought  not 
to  be  charitable  from  humanity,  we  ought 
not  to  be  public-fpirited  from  the  love  of  our 
country,  nor  generous  and  juft  from  the  love 
of  mankind.  The  fole  principle  and  motive 
of  our  conduct  in  the  performance  of  all 
thofe  different  duties,  ought  to  be  a  fenfe  that 
God  has  commanded  us  to  perform  them, 
I  fhall  not  at  prefent  take  time  to  examine 
this  opinion  particularly ;  I  {hall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  vre  (hould  not  have  expected  to 
have  found  it  entertained  by  any  fed:,  who 
profeffed  themfelves  of  a  religion  in  which, 
as  it  is  the  firft  precept  to  love  the  Lord  our 
God  with  all  our  heart,  with  all  our  foul,  and 
with  all  our  ftrength,  fo  it  is  the  fecond  to 
love  our  neighbour  as  v/e  love  ourfelves ; 
and  we  love  ourfelves  furely  for  our  own 
fakes,  and  not  merely  becaufe  we  are  com- 
manded to  do  fo.  That  the  fenfe  of  duty 
fliould  be  the  fole  principle  of  our  condud:, 
is  nowhere  the  precept  of  Chriftianity  ;  but 
that  it  fliould  be  the  ruling  and  the  govern- 
ing one,  as  philofophy,  and  as,  indeed,  com- 
mon fenlc,  direds.     It  may  be  a  queftion, 

liowever, 
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however,  in  what  cafes  our  adions  0)!ght  to 
arife  chiefly  or  entirely  from  a  fcnfe  of  duty, 
or  from  a  regard  to  general  rules ;  and  in 
what  cafes  fome  other  fentiment  or  afFcdion 
ought  to  concur,  and  have  a  principal  in- 
fluence. 

The  declfion  of  tliis  queftion,  which  can- 
not, perhaps,  be  given  with  any  very  great 
accuracy,  will  depend  upon  two  different  cir- 
cumftances  ;  firll,  upon  the  natural  agree- 
ablenefs  or  deformity  of  the  fentiment  or  af- 
fection which  wnuld  prompt  us  to  any  adtion 
independent  of  all  regard  to  general  rules  j 
and,  fecondly,  upon  the  precifion  and  exad:- 
nefs,  or  the  loofcnefs  and  inaccuracy,  of  the 
general  rules  themfelves. 

I.  Firft,  I  fay,  it  will  depend  upon  the 
Natural  agreeablcnefs  or  deformity  of  the  af- 
fection itfelf,  how  far  our  adions  ought  to 
arife  from  it,  or  entirely  proceed  from  a  re- 
gard to  the  general  rule. 

All  thofe  graceful  and  admired  actions,  to 
which  the  benevolent  affedions  would  prompt 
us,  ought  to  proceed  as  much  from  the  paf- 
fions  themfelves,  as  from  any  regard  to  the 
general  rules  of  conduct.  A  benefador 
thinks  himfelf  but  ill  requited,  if  the  perfon 
upon  whom  he  has  beftowed  his  good  offices, 
repays  them  merely  from  a  cold  fenfe  of 
A  A  2  duty, 
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duty,  and  without  any  afFedion  to  his  per- 
fon.  A  hufband  is  diflatisfied  with  the  moft 
obedient  wife,  when  he  imagines  her  condu£t 
is  animated  by  no  other  principle  befides  her 
regard  to  what  the  relation  fhe  Hands  in  re- 
quires.  Though  a  fon  fhould  fail  in  none  of 
the  offices  of  filial  duty,  yet  if  he  wants  that 
affectionate  reverence  which  it  fo  well  be- 
comes him  to  feel,  the  parent  may  juftly 
complain  of  his  indifference.  Nor  could  a 
fon  be  quite  fatisfied  with  a  parent  who, 
though  he  performed  all  the  duties  of  his 
fituation,  had  nothing  of  that  fatherly  fond- 
nefs  which  might  have  been  expected  from 
him.  With  regard  to  all  fuch  benevolent  and 
focial  affedions,  it  is  agreeable  to  fee  the  fenfe 
of  duty  employed  rather  to  reftrain  than  to 
enliven  them,  rather  to  hinder  us  from  doing 
too  much,  than  to  prompt  us  to  do  what  we 
ought.  It  gives  us  pleafure  to  fee  a  father 
obliged  to  check  his  ow^n  fondnefs,  a  friend 
obliged  to  fet  bounds  to  his  natural  genero- 
fity,  a  perfon  who  has  received  a  benefit, 
obliged  to  reftrain  the  too  fanguine  gratitude 
of  his  own  temper. 

The  contrary  maxim  takes  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  malevolent  and  unfocial  paffions. 
We  ought  to  reward  from  the  gratitude  and 
generofity  of  our  own  hearts,  without  any 

reludtance^ 
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relu«fl:ancc,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
refle(5t  how  great  the  propriety  of  rewarding: 
but  we  ought  always  to  puniOi  with  relu6t- 
ancc,  and  more  from  a  fenfe  of  the  propriety 
of  punilliing,  than  from  any  favage  difpo- 
fition  to  revenge.  Nothing  is  more  graceful 
than  the  behaviour  of  the  man  who  appears 
to  refent  the  greateft  injuries,  more  from  a 
fenfe  that  they  deferve,  and  arc  the  proper 
objecbs  of  refentment,  than  from  feeling 
himfelf  the  furies  of  that  dlfagrecable  paf- 
fion  ;  who,  like  a  judge,  confiders  only  the 
general  rule,  which  determines  what  ven- 
geance is  due  for  each  particular  offence ; 
who,  in  executing  that  rule,  feels  lefs  for 
what  himfclt  has  fuffered,  than  for  what  the 
offender  is  about  to  fuffer ;  who,  though  in 
wrath,  remembers  mercy,  and  is  difpofed  to 
interpret  the  rule  in  the  moil  gentle  and 
favourable  manner,  and  to  allow  all  the  alle- 
viations which  the  moft  candid  humanity 
could,  confidently  with  good  fenfe,  admit 
of. 

As  the  felfifli  pafTions,  according  to  what 
has  formerly  been  obferved,  hold,  in  other 
refpeds,  a  fort  of  middle  place,  between  the 
focial  and  unfocial  affections,  fo  do  they 
likewife  in  this.  The  purfuit  of  the  objects 
cf  private  intereft,  in  all  common,  little,  and 
A  A  3  ordinary 


3'5^  0///j^  Sense  Part  III,' 

ordinary  cafes,  ought  to  flow  rather  from  a 
regard  to  the  general  rules  which  prefcribe 
fuch  condudl,  than  from  any  paffion  for  the 
objedls  themfelves  {  but  upon  more  import- 
ant and  extraordinary  occafions,  we  fhould 
be  awkward,  infipid,  and  ungraceful,  if  the 
cbje6ts  themfelves  did  not  appear  to  animate 
us  with  a  eonfiderable  degree  of  pailion.  To 
be  anxious,  or  to  be  laying  a  plot  either  to 
gain  or  to  fave  a  fmgle  {hilling,  would  de- 
grade the  rnofl:  vulgar  tradefman  in  the  opi- 
nion of  all  his  neighbours.  Let  his  circum- 
flances  be  ever  fo  mean,  no  attention  to  any 
fuch  fmall  matters,  for  the  fake  of  the  things 
themfelves,  muft  appear  in  his  condud.  His 
fituation  may  require  the  moft  fevere  oecono- 
mj  and  the  moft  exad  affiduity :  but  each 
particular  exertion  of  that  ceconomy  and 
afliduity  muft  proceed,  not  fo  much  from  a 
regard  for  that  particular  faving  or  gain,  as 
for  the  general  rule  which  to  him  prefcribes, 
whh  the  utmoft  rigour,  fach  a  tenor  of  con- 
duCt.  His  parfimony  to-day  muft  not  arife 
from  a  deftre  of  the  particular  three-pence 
which  he  will  fave  by  it,  nor  his  attendance 
in  his  fhop  from  a  paiTion  for  the  particular 
ten-pence  which  he  will  acquire  by  it :  both 
the  one  and  the  other  ought  to  proceed  folely 
from  a  regard  to  the  general  rule,  which  pre- 
fcribes. 
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fcribes,  with  the  moft  unrelenting  fevcrity, 
this  plan  of  condudl  to  all  pcrfons  in  his  way 
of  life.  In  this  conlifls  the  difference  between 
the  ch:iraif\cr  of  a  mifer  and  that  of  a  perfon 
of  exaifl  oeconomy  and  alliduity.  The  one 
IS  anxious  about  fmall  matters  for  their  own 
fake  ;  the  other  attends  to  them  only  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fcheme  of  life  which  he  has 
laid  down  to  himlelf. 

It  is  quite  otherwife  with  regard  to  the 
more  extraordinary  and  important  objcds  of 
felf-interert.  A  perfon  appears  mean-fpi- 
rited,  who  does  not  purfue  thefe  with  fome 
degree  of  earneftnefs  for  their  own  fake.  We 
fhould  defpife  a  prince  who  was  not  anxious 
about  conquering  or  defending  a  province* 
We  fhould  have  very  little  refpc(£t  for  a  pri- 
vate gentleman  who  did  not  exert  himfelf 
to  gain  an  eftate,  or  even  a  confiderable 
office,  when  he  could  acquire  them  without 
either  meannefs  or  injuRice.  A  member  of 
parliament  who  fliews  no  keennels  about  his 
own  eled:ion,  is  abandoned  by  his  friends,  as 
altogether  unworthy  of  their  attachment. 
Even  a  tradefman  is  thought  a  poor-fpirited 
fellow  among  his  neighbours,  who  docs  not 
beftir  himfelf  to  get  what  they  call  an  exrra- 
ordinarv  job,  or  fome  uncommon  advanr..ge. 
This  fpirit  and  keennefs  conllitutcs  the  ditt'ef- 
A  A  4  ence 
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jeqce  between  the  man  of  enterprlfe  and  the 
man  of  dull  regularity.  Thofe  great  objeds 
pf  felf-Intereft,  of  which  the  lofs  or  acqui- 
fition  quite  changes  the  rank  of  the  perfon, 
are  the  objeds  of  the  paffion  properly  called 
ambition  ;  a  pafTion,  which  when  it  keeps 
.within  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  juftice, 
is  always  admired  in  the  world,  and  has  even 
fometimes  a  certain  irregular  greatnefs,  which 
dazzles  the  imagination,  when  it  pafles  the 
limits  of  both  thefe  virtues,  and  is  not  only 
.unjufl:  but  extravagant.  Hence  the  general 
admiration  for  heroes  and  conquerors,  and 
even  for  ftatefmen,  whole  projeds  have  been 
very  daring  and  extenfive,  though  altogether 
devoid  of  juftice;  fuch  as  thofe  of  theCardinals 
.of  Richlieu  and  of  Retz.  The  objeds  of 
avarice  and  ambition  differ  only  in  their  great- 
nefs. A  mifer  is  as  furious  about  a  half- 
-  penny,  as  a  man  of  ambition  about  the  con- 
queft  of  a  kingdom. 

II.  Secondly,  I  fay,  it  will  depend  partly 
upon  the  precihon  and  exadnefs,  or  the 
loofenefs  and  inaccuracy  of  the  general  rules 
themfelyes,  how  far  our  condud  ought  to 
proceed  entirely  from  a  regard  to  them. 

The  general  rules  of  almoft  all  the  virtues, 
the  general  rules  which  determine  what  are 
the  ofjces  of  prudence,  of  charity,  of  gene- 

rofity. 
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j-ofity,    of  gratitude,    of  frientlllilp,    arc    in 
many  refpeds  loofe  and  inaccurate,  admit  of 
many  exceptions,  and  require  fo  many  modi- 
fications, that  it  is  Icarce  poflible  to  repjulatc 
our  condu«5l   entirely   by   a   regard   to  them. 
The    common    proverbial    maxims    of   pru- 
dence, being  founded  in  univerfal  experience, 
are  perhaps  the  bed  general  rules  which  can 
be  given   about   it.     To  affetSt,    however,   a 
very    ftrid;    and    literal    adherence   to   them 
would  evidently  be  the  moft  abfurd  and  ridi- 
culous pedantry.     Of  all  the   virtues  I  have 
juft  now  mentioned,  gratitude  is  that,  per- 
haps, of  vihich  the  rules  are  the  moft  precife, 
and  admit  of  the  feweft   exceptions.     That 
as  foon  as  we  can  we  fliould  make  a  return 
of  equal,  and  if  poflible  of  fuperior  value  to 
the  fervlces  we  have  received,  would  fecm  to 
be  a  pretty   plain  rule,  and  one  which   ad»» 
mitted  of  fcarce  any  exceptions.     Upon  the 
moft  fuperficial  examination,   how^ever,  this 
jule  will  appear  to  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
loofe  and  inaccurate,    and   to   admit  of  ten 
thoufand   exceptions.       If    your    benefadlor 
s^ttended  you  in  your  ficknefs,  ought  you  to 
attend  him  in  his  ?  or  can  you  fullil  the  obli- 
gation of  gratitude,  by  making  a  return  of  a 
different  kind  ?  If  you  ought  to  attend  him, 
how  long  ought  you  to  attend  him  ?    The 

fame 
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fame  time  which  he  attended  you,  or  longer, 
and  how  much  longer  ?  If  your  friend  lent 
you  money  in  your  diftrefs,  ought  you  to 
lend  him  money  in  his  ?  How  much  ought 
you  to  lend  him  ?  When  ought  you  to  lend 
him  ?  Now,  or  to-morrow,  or  next  month  ? 
And  for  how  long  a  time  ?  It  is  evident,  that 
no  general  rule  can  be  laid  down,  by  which 
a  precife  anfwer  can,  in  all  cafes,  be  given 
to  any  of  thefe  queftions.  The  difference 
between  his  charadter  and  yours,  between 
his  circumftances  and  yours,  may  be  fuch, 
that  you  may  be  perfectly  grateful,  and  juftly 
refufe  to  lend  him  a  halfpenny :  and,  on  the 
contrary,  you  may  be  willing  to  lend,  or 
even  to  give  him  ten  times  the  fum  which  he 
lent  you,  and  yet  juftly  be  accufed  of  the 
blackeft  ingratitude,  and  of  not  having 
fulfilled  the  hundredth  part  of  the  obligation 
you  lie  under.  As  the  duties  of  gratitude, 
however,  are  perhaps  the  moft  facred  of  all 
thofe  which  the  beneficent  virtues  prefcribe 
to  us,  fo  the  general  rules  which  determine 
them  are,  as  I  faid  before,  the  moft  accurate. 
Thofe  which  afcertain  the  actions  required 
by  friendfhip,  humanity,  hofpitality,  gene- 
rofity,  are  ftill  more  vague  and  indetermi- 
nate. 

There 
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There  is,  however,  one  virtue  of  which 
the  general  rules  determine  with  the  greatell 
cxadnel's  every  external  adion  which  it 
requires.  This  virtue  is  juftice.  The  rules 
of  juftice  are  accurate  in  the  higheft  degree, 
and  admit  of  no  exceptions  or  modifications, 
but  fuch  as;  may  be  afccrtalned  as  accurately 
as  the  rules  themfelves,  and  which  generally, 
indeed,  flow  from  the  very  fame  principles 
with  them.  If  I  owe  a  man  ten  pounds, 
juRice  requires  that  I  iliould  precifely  pay 
him  ten  pounds,  either  at  the  time  agreed 
upon,  or  when  he  demands  it.  What  I 
ought  to  perform,  how  much  I  ought  to  per- 
form, when  and  where  I  ought  to  perform 
it,  the  whole  nature  and  circumftances  of  the 
adion  prtfcribed,  are  all  of  them  precifely 
fixt  and  determined.  Though  it  may  be 
awkward  and  pedantic,  therefore,  to  affedt 
too  ftricl  an  adherence  to  the  common  rules 
of  prudence  or  generofity,  there  is  no  pedan- 
try ia.fticklng  faft  by  the  rules  of  juflice. 
On  the  contrary,  the  moft  facred  regard  is 
due  to  them  ;  and  the  adlions  which  thi^ 
virtue  requires  are  never  fo  properly  per- 
formed, as  when  the  chief  motive  for 
performing  them  is  a  reverential  and  religi- 
ous regard  to  thofe  general  rules  which  re- 
quire them.      In  the  practice  of  the  other 

virtues. 
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virtues,  our  condutSt  fliould  rather  be  direded 
by  a  certain  idea  of  propriety,  by  a  certain 
tafte  for  a  particular  tenor  of  conduct,  than 
by  any  regard  to  a  precife  maxim  or  rule ; 
and  we  fhould  confider  the  end  and  founda- 
tion of  the  rule,  more  than  the  rule  itfelf. 
But  it  is  otherwife  wiih  regard  to  juftice  :  the 
man  who  in  that  refines  the  leaft,  and  ad^ 
heres  with  the  moft  obftinate  ftedfaftnefs  to 
the  general  rules  themfelves,  is  the  moft 
commendable,  and  the  moft  to  be  depended 
upon.  Though  the  end  of  the  rules  of  juf^ 
tice  be,  to  hinder  us  from  hurting  our  neighs 
hour,  it  may  frequently  be  a  crime  to  violate 
them,  though  we  could  pretend,  with  fome 
pretext  of  reafon,  that  this  particular  viola- 
tion could  do  no  hurt.  A  man  often  be^ 
comes  a  villain  the  moment  he  begins,  even 
in  his  own  heart,  to  chicane  in  this  manner. 
The  moment  he  thinks  of  departing  from  the 
moft  ftaunch  and  pofitive  adherence  to  what 
thofe  inviolable  precepts  prefcribe  to  him,  he 
is  no  longer  to  be  trufted,  and  no  man  can 
fay  what  degree  of  guilt  he  may  not  arrive 
at.  The  thief  imagines  he  does  no  evil, 
when  he  fteals  from  the  rich,  what  he  fup- 
pofes  they  may  eafily  want,  and  what  poffibly 
they  may  never  even  know  has  been  ftolen 
from  them.     The  adulterer  imagines  he  does 

no 
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no  evil,  when  he  corrupts  the  wife  of  his 
friend,  provided  he  covers  his  intrigue  from 
the  fufpicion  of  the  hufl-)and,  and  does  not 
difturb  the  peace  of  the  family.  When  once 
we  begin  to  give  way  to  fuch  rchnements, 
there  is  no  enormity  fo  grofs  of  which  we 
may  not  be  capable. 

The  rules  of  juftice  may  be  compared  to 
the  rules  of  grammar  ;  the  rules  of  the  other 
virtues,  to  the  rules  which  critics  lay  down 
for  the  attainment  of  what  is  fubllme  and 
elegant  in  compofition.  The  one,  are  pre- 
cife,  accurate,  and  indifpenfable.  The  other, 
are  loofe,  vague,  and  indeterminate,  and 
prefent  us  rather  with  a  general  idea  of  the 
perfection  we  ought  to  aim  at,  than  afford 
us  any  certain  and  infallible  diredions  for 
acquiring  it.  A  man  may  learn  to  write 
grammatically  by  rule,  with  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  infallibility ;  and  fo,  perhaps,  he  may 
be  taught  to  a6t  juftly.  But  there  are  no 
rules  whofe  obfervancc  will  infallibly  lead  us 
to  the  attainment  of  elegance  or  fublimity  in 
writing :  though  there  are  fome  which  may 
help  us,  in  feme  meafure,  to  correct  and 
afcertain  the  vague  ideas  which  we  might 
otherwife  have  entertained  of  thofc  'perfec- 
tions. And  there  are  no  rules  by  the  know- 
ledge of  which  we  can  infallibly  be  taught 

to 
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to  avfl  upon  all  occafions  with  prudence,  with 
juft  magnanimity,  or  proper  beneficence : 
though  there  are  fome  which  may  enable 
us  to  corred:  and  afcertain,  in  feveral  re- 
fpecfls,  the  imperfed:  ideas  which  we 
might  otherwife  have  entertained  of  thofe? 
virtues. 

It  may  fometimes  nappeii,  that  with  the 
moft  ferious  and  earneft  defire  of  ad:ing  fcf 
as  to  deferve  approbation,  we  may  miftake 
the  proper  rules  of  condu<3b,  and  thus  be' 
mifled  by  that  very  principle  which  ought  to 
dired:  us.  It  is  in  vain  ijp  expe(fl:,  that  in  this 
cafe  mankind  fhould  entirely  approve  of  our* 
behaviour.  They  cannot  enter  into  that  ab- 
furd  idea  of  duty  which  influenced  us,  nor 
go  along  v^ith  any  of  the  actions  which  fol- 
low from  it.  There  is  ftill,  however,  fome- 
thing  refpediable  in  the  charader  and  beha- 
viour of  one  who  is  thus  betrayed  into  vice, 
by  a  wrong  fenfe  of  duty,  or  by  what  is 
called  an  erroneous  confcience.  How  fatally 
I'oever  he  may  be  mifled  by  it,  he  is  ftill, 
with  the  generous  and  humane,  more  the 
objed  of  commiferation  than  of  hatred  or 
refentment.  They  lament  the  weaknefs  of 
human  nature,  which  expofes  us  to  fuch  un* 
happy  delufions,  even  while  w^e  are  moft  fin- 
cerely  labouring  after  perfection,  and  endea- 
vouring 
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vouring  to  a6l  according  to  the  befl:  principle 
which  can  poITibly  direct  us.     Fall'e  notions 
of  religion  are  alinoll  the  only  caufes  which 
can  occafion  any  very  grofs  p'.Mverfion  of  our 
natural   fentiments   in    this   way ;     and    that 
principle  which   gives  the  greateft  authority 
to  the  rules  of  duty,  is  alone  capable  of  dif- 
toning  our  ideas  of  them  in  any  confiderable 
degree.     In  all  other  cafes  common  (enCc  is 
fufficient  to  direcfl  us,  if  not  to  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  pcopriety  of  condud:,  yet  to  fomething 
which  is  not  very  far  from  it ;   and  provided 
we  are  in  earned  defirous  to   do  well,   our 
behaviour  will   always,  upon  the  whole,   be 
praife-worthy.     That  to  obey  the  will  of  the 
Deity,  is  the  firft  rule  of  duty,  all  men  are 
agreed.     But  concerning  the  particular  com- 
mandments   which    that    will    may    impofe 
upon   us,  they  diifer   widely  from  one  ano- 
ther.    In  this,  therefore,  the  greateft  mutual 
forbearance  and  toleration  is  due;  and  though 
the  defence  ot  fociety  requires   that   crimes 
fhould  be  puniflicd,  from  whatever  motives 
they  proceed,  yet  a  good   man  will  always 
punifh  them  with  reludtance,  when  they  evi- 
dently proceed  from  falfe  notions  of  religious 
duty.     He  will  never  feel  again  ft   thofe  who 
commit  them  that  indignation  which  he  feels 
againft  other  criminals,  but  will  rather  regret, 
7*  and 
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arid  fomctlmes  even  admire  their  unfortunate 
firmnels  and  magnanimity,   at  the  very  time 
that  he  punifhes  their  crime.  In  the  tragedy  of 
Mahomet,  one  of  the  fineft  of  Mr.  Vokaire's, 
it  is  well  reprefented,  what  ought  to  be  our 
ientiments  for  crimes  which  proceed  from 
fuch  motives.     In  that  tragedy,  two  young 
people  of  different  fexes,  of  the  mod  inno- 
cent and  virtuous   difpofitions,  and  without 
any    other    vv^eaknefs    except  what   endears 
them  the  more  to  us,  a  mutual  fondnefs  for 
one  another,  are  inftigated  by  the  ftrongeft 
motives  of  a  falfe  religion,  to  commit  a  hor-' 
rid  murder,   that  ihocks  all  the  principles  of 
human  nature*     A  venerable  old  man,  who 
had  exprefled  the  moft  tender  affedion  for 
them  both,  for  whom,  notwithftanding  he' 
was  the  avowed  enemy  of  their  religion,  they 
had  both  conceived  the  higheft  reverence  and 
elleem,  and  who  was  in  reality  their  father, 
though  they  did  not  know  him  to  be  fuch,  is 
pointed  out  to  them  as  a  facrifice  which  God 
had  exprefsly  required  at  their  hands,  and  they 
are  commanded  to  kill  him.     While  they  are 
about  executing  this  crime,  they  are  tortured 
with  all  the  agonies  which  can  arife  from  the 
flruggle  between  the  idea  of  the  indifpenfa- 
blenefs  of  religious  duty  on  the  one  fide,  and 
compafTion,  gratitude,  reverence  for  the  age< 

and 
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and  love  for  the  humanity  and  virtue  of  the 
pcrfon  whom  they  arc  going  to  dcdroy,  on 
tlie  other.  The  rcprcfcntation  of  this  exhi- 
bits one  ot  the  moll  intcrelling,  and  perhaps 
the  moll  inftnidive  ipectaele  that  was  ever 
introduced  upon  any  theatre.  The  fenfe  of 
duty,  however,  at  lafl:  prevails  over  all  the 
amiable  wcaknclTes  of  human  nature.  They 
execute  the  crime  impoled  upon  them  ;  but 
immediately  difcover  their  error,  and  the 
fraud  which  had  deceived  them,  and  are  dif- 
tracfted  with  horror,  remorfe,  and  refent- 
ment.  Such  as  are  our  fentiments  for  th'e 
unhappy  Scid  and  Palmira,  fuch  ought  wt 
to  feel  for  every  pcrfon  who  is  in  thit> 
manner  mifled  by  religion,  when  we  are  fure 
that  it  is  really  religion  whicli  miileads  him, 
and  not  the  pretence  of  it,  which  is  made 
a  cover  to  fome  of  tlie  \voii\  of  human 
paffions. 

As  a  perfon  may  a£t  wrong  by  following 
a  wrong  fenfe  of  duty,  fo  nature  may  fome* 
times  prevail,  and  lead  him  to  a£t  right  in 
oppofition  to  it.  We  cannot  in  this  cafe 
be  difpleafed  to  fee  that  motive  prevail, 
which  we  think  ought  to  prevail,  though 
the  perfon  himl'elf  is  lb  weak:  as  to  think 
othervvife.  As  liis  conduc?;,  however,  is  the 
effedt  of  weaknefs,  not  principle,  we  are  fi\r 

VOL,  I.  B  B  from 


37<^  Q/"  ^^^  ^^  NSE  Part  nr. 

from  beflowlng  upon  it  any  thing  that  ap- 
proaches to  complete  approbation.  A  bigot- 
ted  Roman  Catholic,  who,  during  the  maf- 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  had  been  fo  over- 
come by  corapaflion,  as  to  fave  fome  rjnhap- 
py  Proteftants,  whom  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  deftroy,  would  not  feem  to  be  en- 
titled to  that  high  applaufe  which  we  fliould 
Jiave  bellowed  upon  him,  had  he  exerted  the 
fame  generofity  with  complete  felf- appro- 
bation. We  might  be  plcafed  with  the  hu- 
manity of  his  temper,  but  we  fliould  ftill 
regard  him  with  a  fort  of  pity  which  is  alto- 
gether inconfiftent  with  the  admiration  that 
is  due  to  perfed:  virtue.  It  is  the  fame  cafe 
with  all  the  other  pafTions.  We  do  not  dif- 
like  to  fee  them  exert  themfelves  properly, 
even  when  a  falfe  notion  of  duty  would 
dire6:  the  perfon  to  reftrain  them.  A  very 
devout  Quaker,  who  upon  being  ftruck  upon 
one  cheek,  inftead  of  turnhig  up  the  other, 
lliould  fo  far  forget  his  literal  interpretation 
of  our  Saviour's  precept,  as  to  bellow  fome 
good  difcipline  upon  the  brute  that  infulted 
him,  would  not  be  difagreeable  to  us.  We 
fhould  laugh  and  be  diverted  with  his  fpirit, 
and  rather  like  him  tlie  better  for  it.  But 
we  fhould  by  no  means  regard  him  with 
that  refpe<5l  and   efteem  which  would  feem 

due 
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clue  to  one  who,  upon  a  like  occafion,  had 
a*Sted  properly  from  a  ]u{\  fcnfe  of  what  was 
proper  to  be  done.  No  adlion  can  properly 
be  called  virtuous,  which  is  not  accom- 
panied with  the  ienti incut  of  fcif-r-pproba-- 
tion. 
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PART    IV. 


Of    the   Effect    of    Utility   upon   th^ 
Sentiment   of  Approbation. 


Confiding  of  one  Section, 


CHAP.   I. 

Of  the  beauty  ivb'ich  the  appearance  of  \5t\' 
LITY  hefoivs   upoji   all  the  produdlions    of 
art^  and  of  the  cxtenfive  inftience  of  this 
fpecics  of  Beauty. 

'T~"HAT  utility  is  one  of  the  principal 
^  fources  of  beauty  has  been  obferved  by 
every  body,  who  has  confidered  with  any 
attention  what  conftitutes  the  nature  of 
beauty.  The  convcniency  of  a  houfe  gives 
B  B  3  pleafure 
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plealiire  to  the  fpe6tator  as  well  as  its  regu- 
larity, and  he  is  aa  much  hurt  when  he  ob- 
lerves  the  contrary  defeat,  as  when  he  fees 
the  correfpondent  windows  of  different 
forms,  or  the  door  not  placed  exactly  in 
the  middle  of  the  building.  That  the  fitnefs 
of  any  fyftem  or  machine  to  produce  the  end 
for  which  it  was  intended,  beftows  a  certain 
propriety  and  beauty  upon  the  whole,  and 
renders  the  very  thought  and  contemplation 
of  it  agreeable,  is  fo  very  obvious  that  nobody 
has  overlooked  it. 

The  caufe  too,  why  utility  pleafes,  has  of 
late  been  afTigned  by  an  ingenious  and  agree- 
able philofopher,  who  joins  the  greateft  depth 
of  thought  to  the  greateft  elegance  of  expref- 
fion,  and  pofteiTes  the  hngular  and  happy  ta- 
lent of  treating  the  abllrufeft  fubjedts  not 
only  with  the  moft  perfect  perfpicuity,  but 
with  the  moft  lively  eloquence.  The  utility 
of  any  objefl,  according  to  him,  pleafes  the 
mafter  by  perpetually  fuggefting  to  him  the 
pleafure  or  conveniency  which  it  is  fitted  to 
promote.  Every  time  he  looks  at  it,  he  is 
put  in  mind  of  tliis  pleafure  ;  and  the  objedt 
in  this  manner  becomes  a  fource  of  perpetual 
iiitisfaction  and  enjoyment.  The  fpedtator 
enters  by  fympathy  into  the  fentiments  of 
tlie  mafter,  and  necefl'arily  views  the  obje£t 

under 
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under  the  fame  agreeable  aipedl.     When  we 
viiit  the  palaces  of  the  great,  we  cannot  help 
conceiving  the  fatisfaftion  we  fhould  enjoy 
if  wc  ourrdvcs  were  the  niaftcrs,  and  were 
pofl'eifcd  of  fo  much   artfnl  and  ingcnioufly 
contrived    accommodation.       A    fimilar    ac- 
count is  given  wliy  the  appearance  of  incon- 
veniency  fhould  render  any  objeiH  difagree- 
able  both  to  the  owner  and  to  the  fpe^tator. 
But  that  this  fitncfs,  this  happy  contrivance 
of  any  production  of  art,  diould  often  be  more 
valued,  than  the  very  end  for  which  it  was 
intended  ;  and  that  the  cxadl  adjuftment  of 
the  means  for  obtaining  any  conveniency  or 
pleafure,  Ihould  frequently  be  more  regarded, 
than  that   very   conveniency  or  pleafure,  in 
the  attainment  of  which   their  whole   merit 
would  feem  to  confifl:,  has  not,  fo  far  as  I 
know,  been  yet  taken  notice  of  by  any  body. 
That   this   however    is    very  frequently   the 
cafe,   may    be    obferved    in    a   thoufand   in- 
ftances,  both  in  the  moft  frivolous  and  in  the 
mod  important  concerns  of  human  life. 

When  a  perfon  comes  into  his  chamber, 
and  iinds  the  chairs  all  ftandlng  in  the 
middle  of  the  room,  he  is  angry  with  his 
fervant,  and  rather  than  fee  them  continue  in 
that  diforder,  perhaps  takes  the  trouble  him- 
felf  to  fct  them  all  in  their  places  with  their 
;:  .  »  B  4  backs 
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backs  to  the  wall.  The  whole  propriety  of 
this  new  fitiiatioii  arifes  from  its  fuperior 
conveniency  in  leaving  the  floor  free  and  dif- 
engaged.  To  attain  this  conveniency  he  vo- 
luntarily puts  himfelf  to  more  trouble  than  al! 
he  could  have  fuffered  from  the  want  of  it ; 
fuice  nothing  was  more  eafy,  than  to  have 
fet  himfelf  down  upon  one  of  them,  which 
is  probably  what  he  does  when  his  labour  is 
over.  What  he  wanted  therefore,  it  feeras, 
was  not  fo  much  this  conveniency,  as  thar 
arrangement  of  things  which  promotes  it. 
Yet  it  is  this  conveniency  which  ultimately 
recommends  that  arrangement,  and  beftows 
upon  it  the  whole  of  its  propriety  and 
beauty. 

A  watch,  in  the  fame  manner,  that  falls 
behind  above  two  minutes  in  a  day,  is  de« 
fpifed  by  one  curious  in  watches.  He  fells  it 
perhaps  for  a  couple  of  guineas,  and  pur- 
chafes  another  at  fifty,  which  will  not  lofe 
above  a  minute  in  a  fortnight.  The  fole  ufe 
of  watches,  hov/ever,  is  to  tell  us  what 
o'clock  it  is,  and  to  hinder  us  from  break- 
ing any  engagement,  or  fuifering  any  other 
inconveniency  by  our  ignorance  in  that  par- 
ticular point.  But  the  perfon  fo  nice  with 
regard  to  this  machine,  will  not  always  be 
found   cither    more    fcrupuloufly    pundual 

than 
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than  other  men,  or  more  anxIouHy  con- 
cerned upon  any  other  account,  to  know 
precil'ely  what  time  of  clay  it  is.  What  inte- 
refts  him  is  not  lo  much  the  attainment  of 
this  piece  of  knowledge,  as  the  perfcvllion  of 
the  machine  which  lervcs  to  attain  it. 

How  many  people  ruin  themfelves  by  lay- 
ing out  money  on  trinkets  of  frivolous  uti- 
lity !  What  pleafes  thefe  lovers  of  toys  is  not 
fo  much  the  utility  as  the  aptnefs  of  the  ma- 
chines which  are  fitted  to  promote  it.  All 
their  pockets  are  fluffed  with  little  convc- 
niencies.  They  contrive  new  pockets,  un- 
known in  the  clothes  of  other  people,  in  or- 
der to  carry  a  greater  number.  They  walk 
about  loaded  with  a  multitude  of  baubles,  in 
weight  and  fometimes  in  value  not  inferior 
to  an  ordinary  Jew's-box,  fome  of  which 
may  fometimes  be  of  fome  little  ufe,  but  all 
of  which  might  at  all  times  be  very  well 
fpared,  and  of  which  the  whole  utility  is 
certainly  not  worth  the  fatigue  of  bearing 
the  burden. 

Nor  is  it  only  wuth  regard  to  fuch  frivo- 
lous objetls  that  our  condu(ft  is  influenced 
by  this  principle ;  it  is  often  the  fecret  mo- 
tive of  the  mod  ferious  and  important  pur- 
fuits  of  both  private  and  public  life. 

The 


37^  The  Effect  Part  IV. 

The  poor  man's  fon,  whom  heaven  in  it^ 
anger  has  vifited  with  ambition,  when  he  be- 
gins to  look  around  him,  admires  the  condi- 
tion of  the  rich.  He  finds  the  cottage  of  hig 
father  too  fniall  for  his  accommodation,  and 
fancies  he  fhould  be  lodged  more  at  his  eafe 
in  a  palace.  He  is  difpleafed  with  being 
obliged  to  walk  a-foot,  or  to  endure  the  fa- 
ticrue  of  ridlnG;  on  horfeback.  He  fees  his 
fuperiors  carried  about  in  machines,  and  ima- 
gines that  in  one  of  thefe  he  could  travel 
with  lefs  inconveniency.  He  feels  himfelf 
naturally  indolent,  and  willing  to  ferve  him- 
felf with  his  own  hands  as  little  as  poffible  ; 
and  judges,  that  a  numerous  retinue  of  fer- 
vants  would  fave  him  from  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  He  thinks  if  he  had  attained  all 
thefe,  he  would  fit  ftill  contentedly,  and  be 
quiet,  enjoying  himfelf  in  the  thought  of  the 
happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  his  fituation. 
He  is  enchanted  with  the  diftant  idea  of  this 
felicity.  It  appears  in  his  fancy  like  the  life 
of  fome  fuperior  rank  of  beings,  and,  in  or- 
der to  arrive  at  it,  he  devotes  himfelf  for  ever 
to  the  purfuit  of  wealth  and  greatnefs.  To 
obtain  the  conveniencies  which  thefe  afford, 
he  fubmits  in  the  firft  year,  nay  in  the  firft 
month  of  his  application,  to  more  fatigue  of 

body 
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body  and  more  uneafinefs  of  mind  than  he 
could  have  fufi'crcd  through  the  whole  of  his 
life  from  the  want  of  them.  He  ftudics  to 
diftinguiih  himfcif  in  fomc  laborious  profcf- 
fion.  With  the  moH:  unrelenting  induflry 
he  labours  night  and  day  to  acquire  talents 
fuperior  to  all  his  competitors.  He  endea- 
vours next  to  bring  thofe  talents  into  public 
view,  and  with  equal  afliduity  folicits  every 
opportunity  of  employment.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  makes  his  court  to  all  mankind  ;  he 
ferves  thofe  whom  he  hates,  and  is  obfe- 
quious  to  thofe  whom  he  defpifes.  Through 
the  whole  of  his  life  he  purfues  the  idea  of  a 
certain  artificial  and  elegant  repofc  which  he 
may  never  arrive  at,  for  which  he  facrifices  a 
real  tranquillity  that  is  at  all  times  in  his 
power,  and  which,  if  in  the  extremity  of  old 
age  he  fliauld  at  lafl  attain  to  it,  he  will  find 
to  be  in  no  refpedl  preferable  to  that  humble 
fecurity  and  contentment  which  he  had  aban- 
doned for  it.  It  is  then,  in  the  laft  dreirs  of 
lite,  his  body  wafted  with  toil  and  difcafes, 
his  mind  galled  and  ruffled  by  the  memory 
of  a  thoufand  injuries  and  difappointments 
which  he  imagines  he  has  met  with  from  the 
injuftice  of  his  enemies,  or  from  the  perfidy 
and  ingratitude  of  his  friends,  that  he  begins 
at  laft  to  find  that  wealth  and  grcatnefs  arc 

mere 
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mere  trinkets  of  frivolous  utility,  no  more 
adapted  for  procuring  eafe  of  body  or  tran- 
quillity of  mind  than  the  tweezer-cafes  of  the 
lover  of  toys ;  and  like  thein  too,  more  trou- 
blefome  to  the  perfon  who  carries  them  about 
with  him  than  all  the  advantages  they  can 
afford  him  are  commodious.  There  is  no 
other  real  difference  between  them,  except 
that  the  conveniencies  of  the  one  are  fome- 
what  more  obfervable  than  thofe  of  the  other. 
The  palaces,  the  gardens,  the  equipage,  the 
retinue  of  the  great,  are  objects  of  which 
the  obvious  conveniency  ftrikes  every  body. 
They  do  not  require  that  their  maflers  fhould 
point  out  to  us  wherein  confifts  their  utility. 
Of  our  ovv-n  accord  we  readily  enter  into  it, 
and  by  fympathy  enjoy  and  thereby  applaud 
the  latisfadion  which  they  are  fitted  to  afford 
him.  But  the  curiofity  of  a  tootk-pick,  of 
an  ear-picker,  of  a  machine  for  cutting  the 
nails,  or  of  any  other  trinket  of  the  fame 
kind,  is  not  fo  obvious.  Their  conveniency 
may  perhaps  be  equally  great,  but  it  is  not  fo 
ftriking,  and  we  do  not  fo  readily  enter  into 
the  fatisfadlion  of  the  man  who  poffeffes 
them.  They  are  therefore  lefs  reafonable 
fubjeds  of  vanity  than  the  magnificence  of 
wealth  and  greatnefs ;  and  in  this  confifts 
the  fole  advantage  of  thefe  lail.  They  more 
14  effec- 
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cflbctually  gratify  that  love  of  dlftindion  fo 
natural  to  man.     To  one  who  was  to  live 
alone  hi  a  dcfolatc  ifland  it  might  he  a  matter 
of  douht,  perhaps,  whether  a  palace,  or  a  col- 
ledion  of  fuch    fmall    convcniencies  as  are 
commonly    contained     in     a     twcczcr-calc, 
would  contribute  mod  to  his  happincfs  and 
enjoyment.     If  he  is  to  live  in  fociety,  in- 
deed, there  can  be  no  comparifon,  bccaule  in 
this,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  we  conftantly  pay 
more  regard  to  the  fcntiments  of  the  fpeda- 
tor,  than  to  thofc  of  the  perfon  principally 
concerned,  and  confider  rather  how  his  fitua- 
tion  will  appear  to  other  people,  than  how  it 
will  appear  to  himfelf.     If  we  examine,  how- 
ever, why    the    fped:ator  diftinguifhes   with 
fuch  admiration  the  condition  of  the  rich  and 
the  great,  we  fhall  find  that  it  is  not  fo  much 
upon  account  of  the  fupcrior  cafe  or  pleafure 
which  they  are  fuppofed  to  enjoy,  as  of  the 
numberlcfs  artificial  and  elegant  contrivances 
for  promoting  this  cafe  or  pleafure.    He  does 
not  even  imagine  that  they  are  really  hap- 
pier than  other  people  :  but  he  imagines  that 
they  pofTefs  more  means  of  happincfs.     And 
it  is  the  ingenious  and  artful  adjuftment  of 
thofe  means  to  the  end  for  which  they  were 
intended,  that  is  the  principal  fource  of  his 
admiration.      But  in  the  languor  of  difeafe 

and 
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and  the  wearinefs  of  old  age,  the  pleafures  of 
the  vain  and  empty  diftin^lions  of  greatnefs 
difappear.  To  one,  in  this  fituation,  they 
are  no  longer  capable  of  recommending 
thofe  toilfome  purfuits  in  which  they  had 
formerly  engaged  him.  In  his  heart  he 
curfes  ambition,  and  vainly  regrets  the  eafe 
and  the  indolence  of  youth,  pleafures  which 
are  fled  for  ever,  and  which  he  has  fooliflily 
facrificed  for  what,  when  he  has  got  it,  can 
afford  him  no  real  fatisfad:ion.  In  this  mi- 
ferable  afpedt  does  greatnefs  appear  to  every 
man  w^hen  reduced  either  by  fpleen  or  dif- 
eafe  to  obferve  with  attention  his  own  fitua- 
tion, and  to  confider  what  it  is  that  is  really 
wanting  to  his  happinefs.  Power  and  riches 
appear  then  to  be,  w^hat  they  are,  enormous 
and  operofe  machines  contrived  to  produce  a 
few  trifling  conveniencies  to  the  body,  con- 
fifting  of  fprings  the  mofl:  nice  and  delicate, 
which  muft  be  kept  in  order  with  the  moft 
anxious  attention,  and  which  in  fpite  of  all 
our  care  are  ready  every  moment  to  burft 
into  pieces,  and  to  crufh  in  their  ruins  their 
unfortunate  poflTeflor.  They  are  immenfe 
fabrics,  which  it  requires  the  labour  of  a  life 
to  raife,  which  threaten  every  moment  to 
overwhelm  the  perfon  that  dwells  in  them, 
and  which  v/hile  they  fland,  though  they 

may 
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fnay  five  hlin  from  foinc  fmaller  inconve- 
nicncles,  can  protedt  him  from  none  of  the 
feverer  inclemencies  of  the  feafon.  They 
jkeep  off  the  fummer  fliovver,  not  the  winter 
ilorm,  but  leave  him  always  as  much,  and 
fometimes  more  expofed  than  before,  to 
anxiety,  to  fear,  and  to  forrow  ;  to  difeafes, 
^o  danger,  and  to  death. 

But  though  this  fplenetic  philofophy, 
which  in  time  of  fickncfs  or  low  Ipirits  is 
familiar  to  every  man,  thus  entirely  depre- 
ciates thofe  great  objed:s  of  human  dcfire, 
when  in  better  health  and  in  better  humour, 
we  never  fail  to  regard  them  under  a  more 
;igreeable  afpe^t.  Our  imagination,  which 
in  pain  and  forrow  feems  to  be  confmcd  and 
cooped  up  within  our  own  perlons,  in  times 
of  eafe  and  profperity  expands  itfelf  to  every 
thing  around  us.  We  are  then  charmed  with 
the  beauty  of  that  accommodation  which 
reigns  in  the  palaces  and  o^conomy  of  the 
great ;  and  admire  how  every  thing  is  adap- 
ted to  promote  their  eafe,  to  prevent  their 
wants,  to  gratify  their  wilhes,  and  to  amufe 
and  entertain  their  moft  frivolous  defires.  If 
we  confider  the  real  fatisfadtion  which  all 
thefe  things  are  capable  of  affording,  by  it- 
felf and  feparatcd  from  the  beauty  of  that 
arrangement  which  is  fitted  to  promote   it, 

it 
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it  will  always  appear  In  the  highcft  degree 
contemptible  and  trifling.  But  we  rarely 
view  it  in  this  abn:ra(5t  and  philofophical 
light.  We  naturally  confound  it  in  our 
imagination  with  the  order,  the  regular  and 
harmonious  movement  of  the  fyftem,  the 
machine  or  oeconomy  by  means  of  which 
it  is  produced.  The  pleafures  of  wealth 
and  greatnefs,  when  confidered  in  this  com- 
plex view,  ftrike  the  imagination  as  fome- 
thing  grand  and  beautiful  and  noble,  of 
which  the  attainment  is  well  worth  all  the 
toil  and  anxiety  which  we  are  fo  apt  to  be- 
ftow  upon  it. 

And  it  is  well  that  nature  impofes  upon  ufe 
in  this  manner.  It  is  this  deception  which 
roufes  and  keeps  in  continual  motion  the  in- 
duftry  of  mankind.  It  is  this  which  firft 
prompted  them  to  cultivate  the  ground,  to 
build  houfes,  to  found  cities  and  common- 
wealths, and  to  invent  and  improve  all  the 
fciences  and  arts,  which  ennoble  and  embel- 
lifli  human  life  ;  which  have  entirely  changed 
the  whole  face  of  the  globe,  have  turned  the 
rude  forefts  of  nature  into  agreeable  and  fer- 
tile plains,  and  made  the  tracklefs  and  barren 
ocean  a  new  fund  of  fubfiftence,  and  the  great 
high  road  of  communication  to  the  different 
nations   of  the  earth.     The  earth  by  thefe 

kibours 
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labours  of  mankind  has  been  obliged  to  re- 
double her  niCural  fertility,  and  to  maintaia 
a  greater  multitude  of  inhabitants.      It  is  to 
no   purpofe,    that   the  proud   and   unfeeling 
landlord  views  his  extenfive  fields,  and  with- 
out a  thought  for  the  wants  of  his  brethren, 
in  imagination  confumes  himfelf  the  whole 
harveft  that  grows  upon  them.    The  hom.ely 
and   vulgar   proverb,  tliat  the   eye  is  larger 
than  the  belly,  never  was  more  fully  veritied 
than  with  regard  to  him.     The  capacity  of 
his  ftomach  bears   no  proportion  to  the  im- 
menfity  of  his  defires,  and  will  receive  no 
more  than  that  of  the  meaneft  peafant.     The 
reft  he  is  obliged  to  diftribute  among  thofe, 
who  prepare,  in  the  niceft  manner,  that  little 
which  he  himfelf  makes  ufe  of,  among  thofe 
who  fit  up  the  palace  in  which  this  little  is  to 
be  confumed,  among  thofe  who  provide  and 
keep  in   order  all  the  different  baubles  and 
trinkets,  which   are  employed    in   the   oeco- 
nomy  of  greatnefs  ;  all  of  whom  thus  derive 
from  his  luxury  and  caprice,  that  (hare  of 
the  necefiaries  of  life,  which  they  would  in 
vain  have  expedited  from  his  humanity  or  his 
juftice.     The  produce  of  the  foil  maintains 
at  all  times  nearly  that  number  of  inhabit- 
ants   which   it   is    capable    of    maintaining. 
VOL.  1.  c  c  The 
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The  rich  only  feled  from  the  heap  what  is 
mofl:  precious  and  agreeable.  They  confume 
little  more  than  the  poor,  and  in  fpite  of  their 
natural  lelfifhnefs  and  rapacity,  though  they 
mean  only  their  own  conyeniency,  though 
the  fole  end  which  they  propofe  from  the 
labours  of  ail  the  thoufands  whom  they  em- 
ploy, be  the  gratification  of  their  own  vain 
and  infatiable  defires,  they  divide  with  the 
poor  the  produce  of  all  their  improvements. 
They  are  led  by  an  invifible  hand  to  make 
nearly  the  fame  diftribution  of  the  neceffa- 
ries  of  life,  which  would  have  been  made  had 
the  earth  been  divided  into  equal  portions 
among  all  its  inhabitants  ;  and  thus,  without 
intending  it,  without  knowing  it,  advance  the 
intereO:  of  the  fociety,  and  afford  means  to 
the  multiplication  of  the  fpecies.  When  Pro- 
vidence divided  the  earth  among  a  few  lordly 
mailers,  it  neither  forgot  nor  abandoned  thofe 
who  feemed  to  have  been  left  out  in  the  par- 
tition. Thefe  laft  too  enjoy  their  fhare  of 
all  that  it  produces.  In  what  conftitutes  the 
real  happinefs  of  human  life,  they  are  in  no 
refped:  inferior  to  thofe  who  would  feem  fo 
much  above  them.  In  eafe  of  body  and  peace 
of  mind,  all  the  different  ranks  of  life  are 
nearly  upon  a  level,  and  the  beggar,  who  funs 

him- 
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himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  highway,  pofTefles 
that  fecurity  which  kings  are  fighting  for. 

The  fame  principle,  the  fame  ^ove  of  fyf. 
tem,  the  fame  regard  to  the  beauty  of  order, 
of  art,  and  contrivance,  frequently  fcrves  to 
recommend  thofe  inflitutions  which  tend  to 
promote  the  public  welfare.  When  a  patriot 
exerts  himfelf  for  the  improvement  of  any 
part  of  the  public  police,  his  condudt  does 
not  always  arife  from  pure  fympathy  with 
the  happincfs  of  thofe  who  are  to  reap  the 
benefit  of  it.  It  is  not  commonly  from  a 
fellow-feeling  with  carriers  and  waggoners 
that  a  public-fpirited  man  encourages  the 
mending  of  high  roads.  When  the  legif- 
lature  eftablifhes  premiums  and  other  encou- 
ragements to  advance  the  linen  or  woollen 
manufadures,  its  conduct  feldom  proceeds 
from  pure  fympathy  with  the  wearer  of 
cheap  or  fine  cloth,  and  much  lefs  from  that 
with  the  manufacturer  or  merchant.  The 
perfedlion  of  police,  the  extenfion  of  trade 
and  manufac^lures,  are  noble  and  magnificent 
objects.  The  contemplation  of  them  pleafes 
us,  and  we  are  interefted  in  whatever  can 
tend  to  advance  them.  They  make  part  of 
the  great  fyftem  of  government,  and  the 
wheels  of  the  political  machine  fecm  to 
c  c  2  move 
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move  with  more  harmony  and  eafe  by 
means  of  them.  We  take  pleafure  in  be- 
holding the  perfedion  of  fo  beautiful  and 
grand  a  fyftem,  and  w^  are  uneafy  till  we 
remove  any  obflrudlion  that  can  in  the  leal^ 
difturb  or  encumber  the  regularity  of  its  mo- 
tions. All  conftitutions  of  government, 
however,  are  valued  only  in  proportion  as 
they  tend  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
who  live  under  them.  This  is  their  fole  ufe 
and  end.  From  a  certain  fpirit  of  fyftem, 
however,  from  a  certain  love  of  art  and  con- 
trivance, we  fometimes  feem  to  value  the 
means  more  than  the  end,  and  to  be  eager  tp 
promote  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, rather  from  a  view  to  perfedl  and  \n\- 
prove  a  certain  beautiful  and  orderly  fyftem,, 
than  from  any  immediate  lenfe  or  feeling  of 
what  they  either  fuffer  or  enjoy.  There  have 
been  men  of  the  greateft  public  fpirit,  who 
have  fhown  themfelves  in  other  refpedts  no,t 
very  fenfible  to  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
And  on  the  contrary,  there  have  been  men 
of  the  greateft  humanity,  who  feem  to  hav^ 
been  entirely  devoid  of  public  fpirit.  Every 
man  may  find  in  the  circle  of  his  acquaint-^ 
arice  inftances  both  of  the  one  kind  and  the 
qther.     Who  had  ever   lefs   humanity,    or 

more 
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more  public  fpiiit,  than  the  celebrated  legif- 
lator  of  Mufcovy  ?  The  focial  and  well-na- 
tured James  the  Firft  of  Great  Britain  feems, 
on  the  contrary,  to  have  had  fcarce  any  paf- 
fion,  either  for  the  glory  or  the  interell  of  his 
country.  Would  you  awaken  the  induftry 
of  the  man  who  feems  almoft  dead  to  ambi- 
tion, it  will  often  be  to  no  purpofe  to  de- 
fcribc  to  him  the  happinefs  of  the  rich  and 
the  great ;  to  tell  him  that  they  are  generally 
fheltered  from  the  fun  and  the  rain,  that  they 
are  feldom  hungry,  that  they  are  feldom  cold, 
and  that  they  are  rarely  expofed  to  wearinefs, 
or  to  want  of  any  kind.  The  moft  eloquent 
exhortation  of  this  kind  will  have  little  effedt 
upon  him.  If  you  would  hope  to  fucceed^ 
you  muft  defcribe  to  him  the  conveniency 
and  arrangement  of  the  different  apartments 
in  their  palaces ;  you  muft  explain  to  him 
the  propriety  of  their  equipages,  and  point 
out  to  him  the  number,  the  order,  and  the 
different  offices  of  all  their  attendants.  If 
any  thing  is  capable  of  making  impreifion 
Upon  him,  this  will.  Yet  all  thefe  things 
rend  only  to  keep  off  the  fun  and  the  rain,  to 
fave  them  from  hunger  and  cold,  from  want 
and  wearinefs.  In  the  fame  manner,  if  you 
would  implant  public  virtue  in  the  breaft  of 
c  c  3  him 
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him  who  feems  heedlefs  of  the  intereft  of  his 
country,  it  will  often  be  to  no  purpofe  to  tell 
him,  what  fuperior  advantages  the  fubjeifits  of 
a  well-governed  ftate   enjoy;  that  they  are 
better  lodged,  that  they  are  better  clothed, 
that  they  are  better  fed.      Thefe  confider- 
ations  will  commonly  make  no  great  impref- 
fion.     You  will  be  more  likely  to  perfuade, 
if  you  defcribe  the  great  fyftem  of  public 
police  which   procures  thefe  advantages,    if 
you  explain  the  connexions  and  dependen- 
cies of  its  feveral  parts,  their  mutual  fubordi- 
nation  to  one  another,  and  their  general  fub- 
ferviency  to  the  happinefs  of  the  fociety ;  if 
you  fhow  how  this  fyftem  might  be  intro- 
duced into  his  own  country,  what  it  is  that 
hinders  it  from  taking  place  there  at  prefent, 
how  thofe  obftrudions   might   be  removed, 
and  all  the  feveral  wheels  of  the  machine  of 
government  be   made  to   move  with  more 
harmony  and   fmoothnefs,    without  grating 
upon  one  another,  or  mutually  retarding  one 
another's  motions.     It  is  fcarce  poffible  that 
a  man   Ihould  liften  to  a  difcourfe  of  this 
kind,  and  not  feel  himfelf  animated  to  fome 
degree  of  public  fpirit.     He  will,  at  leaft  for 
the  moment,  feel  fome  defire  to  remove  thofe 
obftrudtions,  and  to  put  into  motion  fo  beau- 
tiful 
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tiful  and  fo  orderly  a  machine.  Nothing 
tends  fo  much  to  promote  pubhc  fpirlt  as  tlie 
ftudy  of  poHtics,  of  the  fcvcral  fyftcms  ot 
civil  government,  their  advantages  and  dif- 
advantages,  of  tlie  conftitution  of  our  own 
country,  its  fituation,  and  intereft  with  re- 
gard to  foreign  nations,  its  commerce,  its 
defence,  the  difadvantages  it  labours  under, 
the  dangers  to  which  it  may  be  expofed, 
how  to  remove  the  one,  and  how  to  guard 
againft  the  other.  Upon  this  account  poli- 
tical difquifitions,  if  juft,  and  reafonable,  and 
pradiicable,  are  of  all  the  w^orks  of  fpeculatioa 
the  moft  ufeful.  Even  the  weakeft  and  the 
worft  of  them  are  not  altogether  without 
their  utility.  They  ferve  at  leaft  to  animate 
the  public  paflions  of  men,  and  roufe  them 
to  feek  out  the  means  of  promoting  the  huip- 
pinefs  of  the  fociety. 
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CHAP.    II. 

Of  the  beauty  which  the  appearance  of  Utility 
hefio'ws  upon  the  charaders  and  aSllons  of 
men ;   and  how  far  the  perception  of  this 
beauty  may  be  regarded  as  ofie  of  the  origi- 
nal principles  of  approbation* 

^r^HE  characters  of  men,  as  well  as  the 
contrivances  of  art,  or  the  inftitutions 
of  civil  government,  may  be  fitted  either  to 
promote  or  to  difturb  the  happinefs  both 
of  the  individual  and  of  the  fociety.  The 
prudent,  the  equitable,  the  a<3:ive,  refolute, 
and  fober  charadler  promifes  profperity  and 
fatisfadion,  both  to  the  perfon  himfelf  and 
to  every  one  connected  with  him.  The  rafh, 
the  infoient,  the  flothful,  effeminate,  and 
voluptuous,  on  the  contrary,  forebodes  ruin 
to  the  individual,  and  misfortune  to  all  who 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  him.  The  firll 
turn  of  mind  has  at  lead  all  the  beauty  which 
can  belong  to  the  mod  perfed  machine  that 
was  ever  invented  for  promoting  the  moft 
agreeable  purpofe :  and  the  fecond,  all  the 
deformity  of  the  moft  awkward  and  clumfy 

con- 
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contrivance.  What  inftitution  of  govern- 
ment could  tend  {q  much  to  promote  the 
happniels  of  manknid  as  the  gcncnil  preva- 
lence oF  vvildom  and  virtue  ?  All  government 
is  but  an  impcrfed:  remedy  for  the  deiiciency 
of  thefc.  Whatever  beauty,  therefore,  can 
belong  to  civil  government  upon  account 
of  its  utility,  mull  in  a  far  fuperior  degree 
belong  to  thefe.  On  the  contrary,  what 
civil  policy  can  be  fo  ruinous  and  dellrudlive 
as  the  vices  of  men  ?  The  fatal  effed:s  of  bad 
government  arife  from  nothing,  but  that  it 
does  not  fufficiently  guard  againft  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  human   wickcdnefs  jrives  occa- 

o 

fion  to. 

This  beauty  and  deformity  which  charac- 
ters appear  to  derive  from  their  ufefulnefs  or 
inconvenlency,  are  apt  to  ftrike,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  thofe  who  confider,  in  an  abftradt 
and  philofophlcal  light,  the  adlions  and  con- 
duct of  mankind.  When  a  ph.llofopher  goes 
to  examine  why  humanity  is  approved  of  or 
cruelty  condemned,  he  docs  not  always  form 
to  himfelf,  in  a  very  clear  and  diftindt  man- 
ner, the  conception  of  any  one  particular 
adion  either  of  cruelty  or  of  humanity,  but 
is  commonly  contented  with  the  vague  and 
indeterminate  idea  which  the  general  name$ 
of  thofe  qualities  fugged  to  him.     But  it   is 

in 
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in  particular  inftances  only  that  the  propriety 
or  impropriety,  the  merit  or  demerit  of  ac-*. 
tions  is  very  obvious  and  difcernible.  It  is 
only  when  particular  examples  are  given  that 
we  perceive  diftindtly  either  the  concord  or 
difagreement  between  our  own  afFedlions  and 
thofe  of  the  agent,  or  feel  a  fecial  gratitude 
arife  towards  him  in  the  one  cafe,  or  a  fym- 
pathetic  refentment  in  the  other.  "When  we 
confider  virtue  and  vice  in  an  abftrad:  and 
general  manner,  the  qualities  by  which  they 
excite  thefe  feveral  fentiments  feem  in  a  great 
meafure  to  difappear,  and  the  fentiments 
themfelves  become  lefs  obvious  and  difcern- 
ible. On  the  contrary,  the  happy  effeds  of 
the  one  and  the  fatal  confequences  of  the 
other  feem  then  to  rife  up  to  the  view,  and 
as  it  were  to  ftand  out  and  diftinguilh 
themfelves  from  all  the  other  qualities  ^of 
either. 

The  fame  ingenious  and  agreeable  author 
who  firft  explained  why  utility  pleafes,  has 
been  fo  ftruck  with  this  view  of  things,  as  to 
refolve  our  whole 'approbation  of  virtue  into 
a  perception  of  this  fpecies  of  beauty  which 
refults  from  the  appearance  of  utility.  No 
qualities  of  the  mind,  he  obferves,  are  ap- 
proved of  as  virtuous,  but  fuch  as  are  ufeful 
or  agreeable  either  to  the  perfon  himfelf  or  to 
1 2  others ; 
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ot^Uers;  and  no  qualities  arc  difapproved  of 
as  vicious,  but  Inch  as  have  a  contrary  ten- 
dency. And  Nature,  indeed,  ibeni.s  to  have 
{o  happily  adjullcd  our  Tcntiments  of  appro- 
bation and  difapprobation,  to  the  conveni- 
^ncy  both  of  the  individual  and  of  the 
fociety,  that  after  the  ftrideil  examination 
kt  will  be  found,  I  believe,  that  this  is  uni- 
verfally  the  cafe.  But  ilill  I  affirm,  that  it 
h  not  the  view  of  this  utility  or  hurtfulnefs 
which  is  either  the  lirft  or  principal  fource  of 
our  approbation  and  difapprobation.  Thefe 
fentiments  are  no  doubt  enhanced  and  en- 
livened by  the  perception  of  the  beauty  or 
deformity  which  refults  from  this  utility  or 
hurtfujjiefs.  But  flill,  I  fay,  they  arc  origi- 
ii^ly  and.  effentially  different  from  this  per- 
ception. 

For  firfl  of  all,  it  feems  impoflible  that  the 
approbation  of  virtue  fbould  be  a  .fentiment 
of  the  fame  kind  with  that  by  which  we  ap- 
prove of  a  convenient  and  well-contrived 
building;  or  that  we  fhould  have  no  other 
reafon  for  praifing  a  man  than  that  for  which 
we  commend  a  cheil  of  drawers. 

And  fecondly,  it  will  be  found,  upon  ex- 
amination, that  the  ufefulnefs  of  any  difpo- 
fition  of  mind  is  feldom  the  fji/l  ground  of 
our  approbation  j  and  that  the  fcniiment  of 

appro- 
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approbation  always  involves  in  It  a  fenfe 
of  propriety-  quite  diftindt  from  the  percep- 
tion of  utility.  We  may  obferve  this  with 
regard  to  all  the  qualities  which  are  approved 
of  as  virtuous,  both  thofe  which,  according 
to  this  fyftem,  are  originally  valued  as  ufeful 
to  ourfelves,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are 
efteemed  on  account  of  their  ufefulnefs  to 
others. 

The  qualities  moft  ufeful  to  o'urfelve^  irCj 
firft  of  all,  fuperior  reafon  and  underftanding, 
by  which  we  are  capable  of  difcerning  the 
remote  confequences  of  all  our  idions,  and 
of  forefeeing  the  advantage  or  detriment 
which  is  likely  to  refult  from  them :  and 
fecondly,  felf-command,  by  which  we  arc 
enabled  to  abftain  from  prefent  pleafure  or  to 
endure  prefent  pain,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
greater  pleafure  or  to  avoid  a  greater  pain  in 
fome  future  time.  In  the  union  of  thofe  two 
qualities  confifts  the  virtue  of  prudence,  of 
all  the  virtues  that  which  is  moft  ufeful  to 
the  individual. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  thofe  qualities^ 
it  has  been  obferved  on  a  former  occafion,- 
that  fuperior  reafon  and  underftanding  are 
originally  approved  of  as  juft  and  right  and 
accurate,  and  not  merely  as  ufeful  or  advan- 
tageous. It  is  in  the  abftrufer  fciences,  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  In  the  higher  parts  of  mathematics, 
that  the  greateft  and  moft  admired  exertions 
cf  human  reafon  have  been  difplaycd.  But 
the  utility  ot  thofe  Tciences,  either  to  the  in- 
dividual or  to  the  public,  is  not  very  obvious, 
and  to  prove  it,  requires  a  difcuflion  which 
js  not  always  very  eafily  comprehended.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  their  utility  which  firil 
recommended  them  to  the  public  admiration. 
This  quality  was  but  little  infiftcd  upon,  till 
it  became  neceflary  to  make  fome  reply  to 
the  reproaches  of  thofe,  who,  having  them- 
felves  no  tafte  for  fuch  fublime  difcoveries, 
endeavoured  to  depreciate  them  as  ufelefs. 

That  felf-command,  in  the  fame  manner, 
by  which  we  reftrain  our  prefcnt  appetites, 
in  order  to  gratify  them  more  fully  ujjon 
another  occafion,  is  approved  of,  as  much 
under  the  afpedt  of  propriety,  as  under  that 
of  utility.  When  we  adl  in  this  manner,  the 
fentiments  which  influence  our  conduct  feem 
exadlly  to  coincide  with  thofe  of  the  fpecfta- 
tor.  The  fpedtator  docs  not  feel  the  folicita- 
tions  of  our  prelent  appetites.  To  him  the 
pleafure  which  we  are  to  enjoy  a  week  hence, 
or  a  year  hence,  is  juft  as  interefting  as  that 
which  we  are  to  enjoy  this  moment.  When 
for  the  fake  of  the  prefent,  therefore,  we 
facritice  the  future,  our  conduct  appears  to 

hlni 
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him  abfurd  and  extravagant  in  the  higheft 
degree,  and  he  cannot  enter  into  the  princi- 
ples which  influence  it.  On  the  contrary, 
when  we  abftain  from  prefent  pleafure,  in 
order  to  fecure  greater  pleafure  to  come, 
when  we  slOl  as  if  the  remote  objedl  inter- 
efted  us  as  much  as  that  which  immediately 
prefles  upon  the  fenies,  as  our  affeclions  ex- 
adlly  correfpond  with  his  own,  he  cannot 
fail  to  approve  of  our  behaviour :  and  as  he 
knows  from  experience,  how  few  are  capa- 
ble of  this  felf-command,  he  looks  upon  our 
conduct  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  won- 
der and  admiration.  Hence  arifes  thai  emi- 
.  nent  efteem  with  which  all  men  naturally 
regard  a  fteady  perfeverance  in  the  practice 
of  frugality,  induflry,  and  application, 
though  directed  to  no  other  purpofe  than  the 
acquifition  of  fortune.  The  refolute  firm- 
nefs  of  the  perfon  who  ads  in  this  manner, 
and,  in  order  to  obtain  a  great  though  remote 
advantage,  not  only  gives  up  all  prefent 
pleafures,  but  endures  the  greateft  labour 
both  of  mind  and  body,  neceffarily  com- 
mands our  approbation.  That  view  of  his 
intereft  and  happinefs  which  appears  to  regu- 
late his  condud,  exactly  tallies  with  the  idea 
which  we  naturally  form  of  it.  There  is  the 
moll  perfed  correfpondence  between  his  fen- 

timents 
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timents  and  our  own,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
from  our  experience  of  the  common  weak- 
nefs  of  human  nature,  it  is  a  corrcfpondcnce 
which  we  could  not  reafonahly  have  ex- 
peded.  We  not  only  approve,  tlierefore, 
but  in  fome  meafure  admire  his  conduct,  and 
think  it  worthy  of  a  confidcrable  degree  of 
appUufe.  It  is  the  confcioufnefs  of  this  me-- 
rited  approbation  and  efteem  which  is  alone 
capable  of  fupporting  the  agent  in  this  tcnour 
of  condu<5t.  The  plealure  which  we  are  to 
enjoy  ten  years  hence  interefts  us  fo  little  ia 
compariion  with  that  which  we  may  enjoy 
to-day,  the  paflion  which  the  firft  excites,  is 
naturally  fo  weak  in  comparifon  with  that 
violent  emotion  which  the  fecond  is  apt  to 
give  occafion  to,  that  the  one  could  never  be 
any  balance  to  the  other,  unlefs  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  fenfe  of  propriety,  by  the  con- 
fcioufnels  that  we  merited  the  efteem  and  ap- 
probation of  every  body,  by  acting  in  the 
one  way,  and  that  we  became  the  proper 
objects  of  their  contempt  and  derifion  by 
behaving  in  the  other. 

Humanity,  juftice,  generofity,  and  public 
fpirit,  are  the  qualities  mod  ufeful  to  others. 
Wherein  confifls  the  propriety  of  humanity 
and  juflice  has  been  explained  upon  a  former 
occafion,  where  it  was  Ihewn  how  much  our 

efteem 
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ef^eem  and  approbation  of  thofe  qualitievS  de- 
pended upon  the  concord  between  the  affec- 
tions of  the  agent  and  thofe  of  the  fpeiStators. 
The  propriety  of  generofjty  and  public 
fpirit  is  founded  upon  the  fame  principle 
with  that  of  juftice.  Generofity  is  different 
from  humanity.  Thofe  two  qualities,  which 
at  firft  fight  feem  fo  nearly  allied,  do  not 
always  belong  to  the  fame  perfon.  Human- 
ity is  the  virtue  of  a  v»^oman,  generofity  of  a 
man.  The  fair-fex,  who  have  commonly 
much  more  tendernefs  than  ours,  have  feldom 
fo  much  generofity.  That  women  rarely 
make  confiderable  donations,  is  an  obferva- 
tion  of  the  civil  law*.  Humanity  confifts 
merely  in  the  exquifite  fellow  feeling  which 
the  Ipectator  entertains  with  the  fentiments 
of  the  perfons  principally  concerned,  fo  as  to 
grieve  for  their  fufferlngs,  to  refent  their  in- 
juries, and  to  rejoice  at  their  good  fortune. 
The  moft  humane  actions  require  no  felf- 
denial,  no  felf-com.mand,  no  great  exertion 
of  the  fenfe  of  propriety.  They  confift  only 
in  doing  what  this  exquifite  fympathy  would 
of  its  own  accord  prompt  us  to  do.  But  it  is 
otherwife  with  generofity.  We  never  are 
generous  except  when   in   fome   refped;   we 

*   Raro  mulieres  dor.are  folent. 
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prefer  fomc  other  perfon  to  ourfelvcs,  and 
lacrilice  fome  great  and  important  intercft  of 
our  own  to  r\n  equal  intereft:  of  a  friend  or  of  a 
fuperior.  The  man  wlio  gives  up  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  an  office  that  was  the  great  ob- 
jedt  of  his  ambition,  becaule  he  imagines 
that  the  fervices  of  another  are  better  entitled 
ro  it ;  the  man  who  expofes  his  life  to  defend 
that  of  his  friend,  which  he  judges  to  be  of 
more  importance,  neither  of  them  acft  from 
humanity,  or  becaufe  they  feci  more  exqui- 
fitely  what  concerns  that  other  perfon  than 
what  concerns  themfelves.  They  both  con- 
fider  thofe  oppodte  intereRs,  not  in  the  light 
in  which  they  naturally  appear  to  them- 
felves, but  in  that  in  which  they  appear  to 
others.  To  every  by-ftander,  the  fuccefs  or 
prefervation  of  this  other  perfon  may  juilly 
be  more  interefting  than  their  own  ;  but  it 
cannot  be  fo  to  theml'elves.  When  to  the 
intereft  of  this  other  perfon,  therefore,  they 
facrifice  their  own,  they  accommodate  them- 
felves to  the  fcntimcnts  of  the  fpe6tator,  and 
by  an  effort  of  magnanimity  a(St  according  to 
thofe  views  of  things  which  they  feel,  muft 
naturally  occur  to  any  third  perfon.  The 
foldier  who  throws  away  his  life  in  order  to 
defend  that  of  his  officer,  would  perhaps  be 
but  little  affeded  by  the  death  of  that  officer, 
VOL.  I.  D  D  if 
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if  it  fhould  happen  without  any  fault  of  his 
own  ;  and  a  very  fmall  difafter  which  had 
befallen  himfelf  might  excite  a  much  more 
lively  forrow.  But  when  he  endeavours  to 
2i€t  io  as  to  deferve  applaufe,  and  to  make 
the  impartial  fpedlator  enter  into  the  princi- 
ples of  his  condud,  he  feels,  that  to  every 
body  but  himfelf,  his  own  life  is  a  trifle  com- 
pared with  that  of  his  officer,  and  that  when 
he  facrifices  the  one  to  the  other,  he  a£ts 
quite  properly  and  agreeably  to  what  would 
be  the  natural  apprehenfions  of  every  impar* 
tlal  byftander. 

It  is  the  fame  cafe  with  the  greater  exer- 
tions of  public  fpirit.  When  a  young  officer 
expofes  his  life  to  acquire  fome  inconfider- 
ablc  addition  to  the  dominions  of  his  fove- 
reign,  it  is  not  becaufe  the  acquihtion  of  thg 
new  territory  is,  to  himfelf,  an  objedt  more 
defirable  than  the  prefervation  of  his  owa 
life.  To  him  his  own  life  is  of  infinitely 
more  value  than  the.conqueft  of  a  whole 
kinedom  for  the  ftate  which  he  ferves.  But 
when  he  compares  thofe  two  objeds  with  one 
another,  he  does  not  view  them  in  the  light 
in  which  they  naturally  appear  to  himfelf^ 
but  in  that  in  which  they  appear  to  the  na- 
tion he  fights  for.  To  them  the  fuccefs  of 
the  war  is  of  the  higheft  importance ;  the 

life 
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life  of  a  private  perfon  of  fcarcc  any  confc- 
qucncc.  When  he  puts  himfelf  in  their  fitu- 
ation,  he  immediately  feels  that  lie  cannot 
be  too  prodigal  of  his  blood,  if,  by  fhedding 
it,  he  can  promote  fo  valuable  a  purpofe. 
In  thus  thwarting,  from  a  fenfe  of  duty  and 
propriety,  the  ftrongcft  of  all  natural  propen- 
lities,  confifts  the  heroifm  of  his  condudt. 
There  is  many  an  honcft  Englifhman,  who,  in 
his  private  ftation,  would  be  more  fcriou/ly 
dillurbed  by  the  lofs  of  a  guinea,  than  by  the 
lofs  of  Minorca,  who  yet,  had  it  been  in  his 
power  to  defend  that  fortrefs,  would  have  fa- 
crificcd  his  life  a  thoufand  times  rather  than, 
through  his  fault,  have  let  it  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  When  the  iiiH  Brutus  led  forth 
his  own  fons  to  a  capital  punifhment,  becaufe 
they  had  confpired  againfi  the  rifing  liberty 
of  Rome,  he  facrificed  what,  if  he  had  con- 
fulted  his  own  bread  only,  would  appear 
to  be  the  flronger  to  the  weaker  afTedlion. 
Brutus  ought  naturally  to  have  felt  much 
more  for  the  death  of  his  own  fons,  than  for 
all  that  probably  Rome  could  have  fuffered 
from  the  want  of  fo  great  an  example.  But 
he  viewed  them,  not  with  the  eyes  of  a 
father,  but  with  thofc  of  a  Roman  citizen. 
He  entered  fo  thorougly  into  the  fcntiinents 
of  this  laft  charader,  that  he  paid  no  regard 
D  D  2  to 
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to  that  tie,  by  which  he  himfelf  was  con- 
neded  with  them ;  and  to  a  Roman  citizen^ 
the  Ions  even  of  Brutus  feemed  contempt- 
ible, when  put  into  the  balance  with  the 
fmalleft  intereft  of  Rome.  In  thefe  and  in 
all  other  cafes  of  this  kind,  our  admira- 
tion is  not  fo  much  founded  upon  the 
utility,  as  upon  the  unexpected,  and  on  that 
account  the  great,  the  noble,  and  exalted 
propriety  of  fuch  adlions.  This  utility^ 
when  we  come  to  view  it,  beftows  upon 
them,  undoubtedly,  a  new  beauty,  and  upon 
that  account  (lill  further  recommends  them  to 
our  approbation.  This  beauty,  however,  is 
chiefly  perceived  by  men  of  reflexion  and 
fpeculation,  and  is  by  no  means  the  quality 
which  firft  recommends  fuch  aClions  to  the 
natural  fentiments  of  the  bulk  of  mankind. 

It  is  to  be  obfervcd,  tliat  fo  far  as  the  fen- 
timent  of  approbation  arifes  from  the  percep- 
tion of  this  beauty  of  utility,  it  has  no  refer- 
ence of  any  kind  to  the  fentiments  of  others. 
If  it  was  pollible,  therefore,  that  a  perfon 
fhould  grow  up  to  manhood  without  any 
communication  with  fociety,  his  own  actions 
might,  notwithftanding,  be  agreeable  or  dif- 
agreeable  to  him  on  account  of  their  tend- 
ency to  his  happinefs  or  difad vantage.  He 
.might  pcrceivfe  a  beauty  of  this  kind  in  pru- 
dence, 
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denco,  temperance,  and  good  condad,  and 
a  deformity  in  the  oppofite  behavior ;  he 
might  view  his  own  temper  and  character 
with  tliat  fort  of  fatisfadVion  with  which  we 
confidcr  a  well  contrived  machine,  in  the  one 
cafe;  or  with  that  fort  of  diftafle  and  diflatif- 
fadion  with  which  we  regard  a  very  auk- 
ward  and  chinify  contrivance,  in  the  other. 
As  thefe  perceptions,  however,  are  merely  a 
matter  of  tafte,  and  have  all  the  feeblenefs 
and  delicacy  of  that  fpecies  of  perceptions, 
upon  the  juftnefs  of  which  what  is  properly- 
called  tafte  is  founded,  they  probably  would 
not  be  much  attended  to  by  one  in  his  foli- 
tary  and  miferahlc  condition.  Even  though 
they  Ihould  occur  to  him,  they  would  by  no 
means  have  the  fame  effect  upon  him,  an- 
tecedent to  his  connexion  with  fociety, 
which  they  would  have  in  confequence  of 
that  connexion.  He  would  not  be  caft 
down  with  inward  fliame  at  the  thought  of 
this  deformity ;  nor  would  he  be  elevated 
with  fecret  triumph  of  mind  from  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  the  contrary  beauty.  He  would 
not  exult  from  tlie  notion  of  deferving  re- 
ward in  the  one  cafe,  nor  tremble  from  the 
fufplcion  of  meriting  puniihment  in  the 
other.  All  fuch  fentiments  fuppofe  the  idea 
of  fomc  other  b«ing,  who  is  the  natural  judge 

of 
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of  the  pcrfon  that  feels  them  ;  and  it  is  only 
by  fympathy  with  the  decifions  of  this  arbi- 
ter of  his  condudl,  that  he  can  conceive, 
cither  the  triumph  of  felf-applaufe,  or  the 
fhame  of  felf-condemnation. 
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